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" CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTYENT OF THE ARMY

HEADWUARTERS 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96262

AVDDH-GC-~P : 13 June 1968

SUBJECT. Combat Operatlons After-Action Report

Commanding General
Lth Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96762

1. (U) NAUE AND TYPE OF OPERATION: Operation MATHEWS. Offensive Operations.
2, (U) DATES CF OPFR.TION: 242000 May 68 to 121500 June 68,

3. (U) IDCATION: KXontwm Province, RVN, Maps, Vietram, scale: 1/250,000, sheets
No 48~4, L8B-8, 49=-1, L9=5, See Incl 1, Operations Overlay.

I.;.'. (U) GCONTRCL HE.DYARTERS: Headquarters, TF ifATHIWS,
5. (U) REPORTING OFFICFRS:

a., BG Don R. Hiclman, Commanding Genersl, TF MATHEWS. _

b. COL Joeph Fix III, Comaanding Officer, st Bde, ith Inf Div.

~C COL Lawrence L, Mowary, Commanding Officer, 3d Bde, 101st .bn Div,

6, (U) TiSK CRGANIZATION: Inel 2,
7. (C) INTELLIGINCE:

&. Fnemy Situation Prior to Operation MATHEWS,

(1) In late Aprid, Hesdquarters, NV. 325C Division, with at least two
subo inate regiments, moved into the Tri-border area west of BEN HET, It
began conducting operastions in early May, the wost significant being the 10

May attack on C and 0/3/6 Inf at PSB #S. Intovll!gonce gained from PW'a,
ralllara and Joowmente during the firgt three waeks in May identified the

325C Divicion and ite subordinate s, 100D and $5C, with a total
strength of at lepst 6000, In , it wae learned that the 325C Division
srobably possessed armaments rof proviously employed by the NV.. in the 4th
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR iNTERVALS;
) DECLASSIRED ASTER 12 YEARS.
FOR o1 vy DOD B2 5200.10
OEXom3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVIDH-%0-P 13 June 1968
SURJECT: Crmbat Oper-tions After~iction Revort

Division A0; 1,6, s tanks, 100 gd 105mm artillery. Tt'as also determihed
that the enemy!s immediate objective was BDN HET, This #ituatiom existed at
the time TASK FORCE MATHEWS began operations on May 24th,

(2) Enemy Cbmposition, Disposition and Str “ngth Prior to Operation
IW\THEWS: ,

UNIT STRENGTH DISPOSITION
325C NvA
¥Q and Support 2200 YB 750300
101D Regt 2150 YB 842286
95C Regt 1800 YB 795ic¢
120th Sapper B 250 YB 750310
LOth irtillery Regt
HQ and Support 200 Tri~Border /rea
K~33 Bn 300 YB 896179

b, FEnemy Activity During Operation MATHEWS

(1) On 25 May 2/6/2/1 Cav mage contact on Hwy 512 (YB 90327L) with
an unidentified enemy unit which attacked from the northwest, resulting in
" 47 NVi XIA, G 25 May at Fss 29 (YB 939223), A and C/1/8 Inf were attacked
from‘ the south, south~gouthwest ang vcet by elements of the K«4 Bn, 95C
Regt, resulting in 149 NVA K14,

& dvriing the deriod 9-11 iiay, Tt was Lict known what olements on the
division accompanied the hoadquarters element. TA3X FCRCE MATHEWS institufed
3 avstained air strike effort in the area, in conjunction with reconnaissance
in force by two hattalior 3 of the 3d Bde, 10lst Abn Div, Subsequent recon-
naissance and other intelligenco indicated that the enemy force had apparent-
ly withirawn temporarily into Lacs, :

On 30 May on Hill 990 (¥B 817248) /3/12 inf was atteceed framthe
norh, northwest and weat by a large ecnemy force, bslisved to cénsist of
elamtnts of the K-1 Bn, 101D Rogt, resulting in 43 VA KTA (BC). It was
belleved that the snemy's camualties were at lecst thre- times as MAgh ns

be counteds . 3 June, at YB 79827, 18t Battalion, 35th Infantry was
attacked from *:e r.rth, west and south by an ostimated enam battalion,
weop of the area arouhd ‘the perimeter fourd 4 NVA KL (BO) and BAny mrts
of bodies and drag meris. Subsequent search of a bupker commlex which
includiod a modical facility at YB 7827 révealed 18 additicnal NVA bodics
in shallow graves, This attack was tho last offreaive action by the 3¢

2

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL -
AVD Y mG0P 13 June 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After~Action Report i‘

Div; following it the enemy began a gradual withdrawal teward the border. - ‘
ThHe 101D Regt is believed to have withdrswn northwest of Hwy 512 into lzos,
while the 95C Regt moved southwest of Hwy 512 into Cambodia, On 4 June

on Hwy 14N (ZA 209550) a convoy was ambushed by elements of the 4th Bn, |,
24th Regt, ‘The convoy was relieved by elements of 2/1 Cav, resulting in o
39 NV.. XTA, Identific-tion of the 4th Bn, 24th Regt in the ambush ~rea by .
captured documents confirmed the movement of this unit into the area north )
of KONTUM City near Hwy 14N, The 24th Regt continued to corstitute a sig- I
nificent threat .to friendly lines of communication in A0 M.THEWS betweccn =
KONTUM City «nd TAN CANH, B

On 10 June DiK PEXK Special Forces Lamp and B and D/1/22 Inf received
intense atbacks by-fire, in which the ermey employed 0 and 82mm mortar "
fire, 75mm RR fire, and 122mm rocketw, In addition; B/1/22 Inf at YB 9106(% e
received a ground assault with smell arms, grenades, and flamcthrowers,
The attacking force was probably a reinforced company., The size of the ;
unit making the attack, as well as the weapons employed in the ground attock
and attacks by fire, indicate that major elesments of the 2d NV Division _
ha. . probably returned to .tle D/K PEX areg {. renew offensive, *.

(2) Enemy Compostion, Disposition and Strength Encountered During
Operation MATHEWS:

UNIT STRENGTH DISPOSITICHN
325C NV4& Div -
101D Regt 1430 YR 8124
95C Regt 1425 . YB 8322
120th Sapoer 125 Both of the above locoticns
Bn
2d NVA Div
U/I Ragt 2000 : YB <167 .
24th Reat -
Lth Bn 350 Zi 2095
fth Bn 375 2\ 1899

4%h Arty Regt
K-33 Bn - 300 YB 9216

ce Chiracteristios of the .xrer of Oparations:

(1) Wsather: .llmost every day of: Operation MATHENS saw he~vy rain-
fall; normally a light diissle odourred in ths morning, giving away to
numerous’ afternoon reinshowers, Bocattered low clouds, becses of 300 to
500 foet, and sonttoredwSo-diroken cloude above 1000 feet wars experienced
during o rly worning how's. Hroken cumulus and scaftered cumulonimbus

3
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" CONFIDENTIAL

AVIDH~GC-P 13 June 1968
SUBJECT: Combat (perations After - Action Report ’

and ceilings of 1000 feet (obscuring some peaks) occurred during late
afternoons and evenin:s. Several fog 'y moruings limited visibility to
3 fogry mornings.

(2) Terrein: The western portion of KONTUM Province from the
border to the eastarn end of A0 MATHEME is characterizod by rugged mouniains
surrounding = small central basin area. The highest peuks reach over 1400
meters while ranges in the wost and scuth aversge 1035 meters. Vegetation in
the mountoinous arees consists of very heavy double to triple canopy forest.
The undorgrowth in most arezs is very thick brush mixed with bamboo. OSome of
the highor elevations have very light undergrowth. In the mountainous areas,
there are scetisred out-croppings of mixed large stones ond storo cliffs, There
are natural stone caves in such areas, Suitable naturcl landing zoncs do not
exist in the mountainous areas, The central basin arsc hes modsrate rolief
averaging from 650 to 660 meters, Yogetotion varies from single cconopy hervy
forest with very thick undergrowth to scattered low trees with thick gross and
mixed brush undergrowth. Lower arecs necr streams have heavy brush gress.
Large stands of bamboo are scattered throughout the basin erea. Suftcble
natural landing sones can be found in some arsas, Principal drainage is pro-
vided by the DAK POKO River, which flows south through the creas Meny smaller
tributaries dissect the entire arez. Deep ravines are found throughout the
rountoinous are~ while rice paddy choked streams meander and criss-cross through
the basin area.

(a) Observotion and fields of fire: ObServation end fields of fire are
extremely limited i the mcuntainous areas due tn the very hoavy vegetztion.
Some vantage points, however, do exirt which pexmit observed dirsct ancd in-
direct fire into thy low eareas. Obssorvation improves in thc lower arcas and
clong the DAK PUEQ Valley where scattored open areas and lighter vegetotion
offer less restricted ficlds eof firc.

(b) Covaer: Good cover is aveiladblo throvghout tho mountainous area
whers many dewep ravinee, large rocks, heavy forest, and natursl caves provide
protection from both airstrikes and artillery firc. In tho central basin arca,
covcer from indircct firo and airstrikes can only bo cbtei~ad from bwuikers and
tunncls,

_ (c) Concuclment: Concoalment is excollent in tho heavily forosted
mountainous are#s; air obsorvrtion of ground activity is impossible cxeept
in mvees whorn heavy bambing has removed the vegetation, The osntrcl basin
area providos much less concealmont; air obssrvation varies from guod in the
lightly fo-osted areas to aoxcellont in tho opon arvaa,

(3) Obetacles: The majority of the A0, oxcept for the basin aroa cast
and scuth of BEN HEY, is chiuracturisod by steep (JOS) slopes, rala forests,

and donse vegetrtion. In the castowmn section of tho srea, tho DAK PCKO ™ .cor
prosonts ¢ farmideble berrier to vohicular and foot traffic. The bemboo in

!
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AVIDH-0C~P g

) +3 June 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operstions After -~ Action Report
the area east and south of BEN HET is thick and difficult to traversc,

Conditinne groatly restrict foot movement to existing roads and/cr troil

netvorks and for all practical purprses chammelizes vehicular movement to
Highusy 812, : ‘ A

(e) Key Tarrain: In addition to friondly firc bases the following
arezs are ceriticals

1. Bridges vic YB 943238 and ZB 156053.
2o High ground vic ZB 0126 and YB 9969.
3. Ridge-high ground vic YB 9222, ZB O416 anc 28 0011,

(£f) Avenuss of Approachs Thc main avenues of approacii into the arce
are provided by Highwey 1LN, Route 14N, Route 512 from the wust, 2 ncwly
constructcd eneny road twoard BEN HET from the west, and the DAK SIR and
DAX HO'IRAY Valleys from the south. A mejor trail enters thc area frem the
west vicinity YB 730368. (See Appendix 3%.

1. Highway 1LN as far north 2s TANH CAMH is an improved, hard-surfaced,
two lanc dirt road trafficable te wheeled and heavy armored vehicles exccpt
fros mid-Juno to late September when tho low areas become impassable. North
of TANH CANH it is unimproved dirt road, impassablc to vchicular traffic.

2. Route 512 enters the A0 from the west vicinity YB 7527 and continuss
to the east thrcugh BEN HET and DAX TO to T/NH CANM where it meets Highway
IUN vicinity YB 063225. This route has gcnerally the same characteristice as
14N, but it is impassable from YB 750270 to YB 802238 due to heavy bambing.

3. A newly canstructed enemy road enters the A0 Irom the west vic
8 700219 2nd connects with Route 512 vicinity YB 803238. The road, con-
structed by hand labor, is hard-packed dirt znd =vurages four to five mcters in
width, The road follows terrain contouys and has no drainage ditches. Due to
heavy bombing the road is impassrhle from YB 78L227 to YR 803238. If repairs
are made, this reute cenld provide & high speed armor approach to BAN HET,

o Tho river valleys frem the south provide excellent avenues of aporoach
for antxy movement. Concealment frem aerial observation, however, is
lacking in many areas.

(s) Effocts of Weaddwr <n Terrain: Soil conditione vary from mcist and
fairly firmm in thc higa mountoina to saturated and extremaly mddy in the

sentral basin ares. Tiick vegelation snd very slick, steep slopes present a
definite impediment te foot and wehicular traffic. Many waterways, especially

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDDH-GC-P 13 Junc 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operations ifter - Action Report

the DAK POKO River due to the swelling caused by the rains and draiicge,
become unfordablo during this period.’

d. Attacks by Firc on Friendly Positions by Type.

60rm mortar 10
£2m morta.
75w RF.

100Gm Gun
1C5m Howltzor
122mm Rocket
120mm mortar

L‘:\»C‘OJ:'E

6. Mining Incidents.

Vehicles nit mines 3

Mines ciscovered 2
f. Captured Enemy Weapcns.
Unit Small Arms Crew Served Weapons
1-8 Inf L1 15
*1=22 Inf 3
3-8 Inf 1l
3-12 Inf 65 3
2-1 Cav 22
1.35 Inf 6
1-506 Inf (abn)
2-506 Inf (Abn) 4
3-187 Inf (Abn)
7-17 Adr Cav

ping hs)

Totel Weapons Captured 160

6
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AVDDH-~GC-P
SUBJECT: Combat Operaticns A:ter-Acticn Repert

g. Enemy Casualtiess

8.

e

sttacked on D-Day (27 Mmy 68) wi
talions to sscure objective DIG0S
34 Brigade, 101at Airborno It
talion combat asszult to socure

Unit

1-8 Int

1-22 Inf

3-8 Inf

3-12 Inf

2-1 Cav

7-17 Air Cav
135 Inf

1.506 Inf ﬁAbn;
2-506 Inf (Atn
3-187 Inf (Abn)
LRPs

(C) MISSIOn:

 CONFIDENTIAL

13 June 1958
KIi (Body Count  CIA
us
5
9 3 (2-Returnec)
72 . 3 (1~Returnec)
90 1
5
5
0
u
0
6
g4 T

a. TF MATHNS was aciivated tos

(1) Concuct recomnsivsance in force operoticns and locite anc destroy
enemy forces in A0 MATHEWS.

(2) Destroy the 325C NVA Mvision in accordance with OPORD 11-68, HQs
kth Infontry Division, dtd 24 May 1968.

(3) Protect DAK PEX and BEN HET USGF Campz,

(4) Protect = ~

TC Base Camp.

(5) Securc LLOC within a0 MATHYWS.

(6) Be propared to relieve/reinforce L2D ARVN Rogiment.

b. Letter of Instruction to CG, TP NATHEWS is at Inclofure 3.
(C) CORCEPT OF OPERATIONS:

8. Task Force MATHEWS was formed with 2 brigades in rusponse to the
movement cf mejor units of tho 3250 BVA Mvision toword BEN HET USST Carp

To destroy

Myision, lst Brigade, Lth Infentry Division
tanecus sombat asszaulta by two bat-

31) and objective BiVON (IB 8124).

at H ¢+ 3 howrs with a onc bat-

vo CARDINAL (YB 6218) soutimcst of

17
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AVDDH-GC-P ) 13 June 1968
EBJECT: Combat Operations After-iciten Report '

BEN HZT. One CSF company began reconneissance in force at H+2 hours from i Ui,
weat northwest toward Hill 705 (YB 8526) to find .nd destroy NVi weapons vositions
and assembly arcas. 1st Bde continued the offensive on D41 with a battalion-size
combat assault to secure objective CORBS CR. X (YR 83I7).

b. In order to block the T MROWC Valley approach to DaX 70 and T.. CALH
from the north; 4L2d ARVN Regiment denloyed one battalion by air essault northeast
of DKK "C on D=1 (26 May 58), The 23d ARV’ Ranger Battalion was deployed becirrins
D=1 (26 May 68) to secure PSB's along Rte 512 and the high ground north of 1.K TC.
Coavey routes wers secured by armored cavalry units suprorted bty armed helicopters
ard air cavalry. ¢

c. CSF operations at BEN HET snd DAK F:K were -coordinated with Task Force
operations and were integrated into the overall offensive plan.

d. One battalion, as Task Force reserve, was initially prepared to cxmloit
contacts in either brigade area and/or to secure objective FOSTIR (YB 7829) cn
D43, 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne was prepared to roinforce Dak SEax® a.dfor T..
FE¥ ULSF Camps should the enemy threst require,

e. All offensive operations were supperted by B-52 airstrikes and mossive
artillery preparations prior to assaults by infantry. Immediate tactical cir
support, B-52 strikes, and artillery were employed throushout Operation MaT-1IiS .o
noutralize enemy wedpons and destroy enemy forces by fire and as close surport.

f. Inclosure 1, Operations Overlay. .
10. (C) RZECUTION:
a. General,

(1) Operation MATH:'S was injtiated by Task Porce “ATHZ'S at 242000 May 68
with 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division and 3d Brigade, 101st airborne Nivisicn
under the Command of the Assistant Divieion Commander, Lth Infantry Division,

The area of operat’ons encompassed AO SPAATZ (DAK T0) and A0 CH RCK.Z (LK i)
end included Ril HET, DAK:S.wG; and DAK PEX USSF Camps. 3d Srigade, .Olst ~ir-
borne Division closad \qf.m C~130 aircraft an 26 May with 3 battalions.

() 0On 27 May (DeDey) 33 Brigade rolieved 18t Brigade of responsibility for
the A east of BEN HRY. let Arigeds aif assaulted ' 1th 2 compgnies, 3d Battalion,
8th Infantry st 1003 houre to secure Objective DIIGS (Hill 900) and with 4 com-
panies, 3d Battalicmy- 1Rk Infied¥y at 1008 hdurs to <ecure Objective B.VO! (1ill
990). Both objedliydi lite § wiib tg shwey contact. The command and con-
trol aircraft; &' tt% , Y ‘iodivca snemy fire and made a forced
landing south' of Objedtire WO, Che “group and crew wore ectracied un-
injured and contiweed wiglieA se-tds o £ 1200 hra (H+2), 8 Bug H.T COF
company begen a ROyl ier it b0 ‘esgire m! 705 northwest of BIN IET. 4t 1740

e S T O A T I . :
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AVDDH-(/C-P ' 13 June 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After-Action Report

hrs, 1st Battalion. 8th Infantry under OFCON 3d Brigade, assaulted and secured

Obj CATDINAL (Hill 829) witk 2 vospani~s without incident. Upon securing initial
or:jectives, 1st Brigade units began conducting recornaissance in force teward the
Uambodian border with a miszica to engage and desirov cnemy forces, From Objective
UanDINAL, 3d Brigade controlled the southwest approach toward Biih ' .T by conducting
extensive reconnaissance and screening operations around Hill £89 and along the
approach toward the northeast.

(3) On 28 May 68 (D+1), 1st Brigade continued to attack with a combat assault
by 3 companies, st Battalion, 35th Infantr- to secure Objective COBRZ CRi. X and -
search possible NVA staging or storage areas in the draws west of B+l H.T,

(4) Based on the major threat to DsK FikK which doveloped on D-Day from units
of the 2d NVA Div, 3d Brigade derloyed on 28 May 68 (D+1) with a Brigade CP» 2d
Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry. 34 Brigade assumed OPCON of a0 CHEROK.., with
the mission to protect DaK PEK and to destroy 2d LVA Division forces threatenin-
DAK FiXK. ™ith the deployment of the remainder of 3d Battalion, 187th .irborne
Irfantry on 29 May, 3d Brig de estabished control of the high ground contrcl g
DAK FIX to the west and north and began a serics of airmobile combat assauite to
exploit B-52 airstrikes and engage 2d MA Division forces., Airstrikes, artillury,
and positioning of iafantry on key terrain resulted in the enemy forces withdraw-
ing into LAOS. Upon withdrawal of the major enemy forcés, 2d Battalion, 506th
Airberne Infantry was deploed bac.: to D:X TO on 2 June.

(5) After the enemy attack on the 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry mort:r base
at Hill 990 on 30 Mny, A Company, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry reinforced .1l 990
and began exteusive sweep operations around the base. 1st Brizade continued to
push toward the west with 3 battalions searching the ridzes and draws along ap~
proaches learding from the west.

(6) 23d ARVN Ranger Rattalion and 2d Battalion, 42d ARVN (=), under 0ICCM
42d ARV Regiment. assumed respousibility for the area north of Rte 512 and oast
of FSB 25 (YB 8829) beginning 28 May. 42d ARVN Regiment retained responsibility
for securing FSB 13 (¥YB 9125), FSB 3 (YB 9523), FSB 30 (Y8 9726), and muintaining
one conpany on the ridge north c¢f DiK TO.

(7) On 1 June 68, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry assaulted with throe companies
to secure Hill 905 (YB 7921) and block the southwestern escape route from BEN MET,
¥€B 29, and F3B 15, The battalion conducted reconnaissance in force northwest to
Hill 947 (YB 7724) end operated sstride a well used HVA route from Cambodia., 1o
enemy contact was made,

(8) On 3 June 68, 2d Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry, under !st Brigade
control, secured Hill 1043 (YB 3332) with an air assaul. and begar reconsaissance
operations northwest to Hill 1191 then southwest to FSB 18 (YB 8531) and west to
search the DiX SU Valley ap roach towzrd BEN HET., No contact was made with the
enemy.

9
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AVDDH-GC~P 13 June 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operations ..fter-iction Zerort

(9) As the 1st Brigade maneuvered to search the routes ~ d suspocted assembly
areas betwcen BEN FiT and the Cambondian border, it was aprarent that the 325C Di-
vision had withdrawn ‘from the battle area to.ard the west. Light cont.cts with
small NVA covering forces were made and several battalion sized bases w:re securcc
and contaminated with CS chemical,

(10) The 4th Infantry Division offensive west of POLsI KL - ! required thet
TP MATHIVS relcase st Rattalion, 35th Infantry to 3d Frigade, 4th Infantr; Di-
vision on 5 June.

(11) On 8 June 1st Brigade assumed responsibility for 40 C¥ RUK .. and doiloy-
ed the 1st Battalion, 22¢ Infantry to DiK F.X to relieve the 3d 3attalion, 187th
Airborne Infantry. 3d Prigade began deployment cut of A0 IL.7H. C by airliftin:
the advance party with five C=130 sorties. 3d Battalion, 187th Airbornc Infantry
departed on 9 June with the brigade C? followed on 1C: June by 2d Battalicn, 505th
Airborne Infantry. 1st Brigade resumed responsibility for all of x0 STAATZ and
com:leted jursvit operations to within 3 Kms of the border.

(12) Based on intelligence that a battalion of the 325C Division had meved
to vic (YB 8513), et Battalion, 8th Infantry assaulted 2 companies to ¥R 2213
and 2 companies, 1st Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry to FSR 2€ on 9 Junc. Jll
companies, under cc..trol of 1at Battalion, Sth Infantry, conducted a detailed
tomb damage assessment of six B-52 strikes that preceded the combat assauit. Ail-
though recently used enemy bunkers and positions were located and szarched, no
contact was made nor were bodies or wezpors four:i.

(13) Tarly morning on 10 June an atiack on DAK T K by NVL forces bugan with
a battalion sized ground assault supported by mortars and rockets against the 18t
Battalion, 22d Infantry FSB'S. Tr- st Battalion, 506th iirborne Infantry renain-
ed under Task Force control as 3d Brigade (-) departed the 0. 3d Batialion, fth
Infantry reinforced AO CITRROKEE on 10 June and asteblished positions eth inside
and northwest of DAK P_X Camp, Over the 4/ wour period that followed, intonse
indirec’ fire attacks were received by frisndly installations in AC C'f RCV.E.
B-52 strikes were employed on enemy positlons and again the cnemy withdrow to L.0s.
Combat assaults followed by reconnaissan:o and pursuit operstions were conducted
throughout AC CH ROKEE to discover and cdefeat any remaining enemy forecs.

(14) The threat of DAK PsX, HUN :xT, and DAK TO'dininished and at 121500
June 68, TF M.THE S was deactivatod a:d oontrol of tactical operations in the DaK
10 and DAK P K areas reverted to 1st Srigade, 4th Infantry Division.

b, Following are the significont contacts during Operation MATHXNS:
DATE  USUNIT(S) BN OMX  LOCATION  US LOSSRS il LOSHES_

25 May B/2-1 Cav UNIDERNT B892270 IKIA 47 NVA KIA
, EST Co (+) 6WIA

25 May A,C/1-8 Int K=l Bn TB839222 1LXTA 149 NVA KIA
95C Regt 5SWIA

.20
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AVDDH=-GC-P ' 13 June 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operationz After-Action Teport
DATE Us_UNII(S) N UNIT LOCATICN ___ Us WOSL.5 N L0835 _
30 liay 0/3-12 Inf K-1 Bn (+)  YB817247 7KLi 43 NVi. KIA
. ~ 101D Regt S6WIA
L, June c/2-1 Cav 4Lth Bn ' ZA208948 1KIA 41 NV KIA
24th Regt 814
10 June  B/1-22 Inf ~ UNIDzNT = YB910677 1KIA L3 NVA KIA
: EST BN (#) 2TA

C. Implementing FRAG Orders published by HQ, TF MATHA'S, are at Inclosure 3,
d. Chronological summary of operation is at inclosure 4,

11. (C) SUPORTING FOICES:

a. Non-organic and non~attached supporting forces.
(1) 7th US Aiir Force

(2) 52d Artillery Group

(3) 52d Combat Aviation Battalion

(4) 299th Engineer Battalion (C) (~)

(5 Det, 9th Air Commando Gquadrcn

(5) Co B, “th Psyo}s Battalion

b. Artillery Support

(1) Gencral.

(a) The coacept of artillery employment was to provide direct artillery
support to each maneuver elemant »nd to employ the relatively large amount of
wedium and heavy artillery in reinforcing and general suppert roles to weight
manieuver efforts and to provide artillery support for AtV oporations.

(5) Initially, the 6th Battalion, 29th Artillery was in direct support of
the 1st Brigade, 4th Infaniry Divieion. Battery C, Lth Bottalion, 42d Artillery
(105mn T), Battery C, 24 Battalion, 9th Artillery (10%m T), Battery A, 5th Bat-
talion, t6th Artillery (155mm SP), and Batt:ries A and C, 1st Battialion, 92d
Artillery {15%m T) reinforoed its fires while Battary D, 5th Battalion, 15th
Artillery and Battery B, 6th Battaliom, 14th Artillery were in general support.
3d Brigade of the 101ghAbx Diw deployed to Lth Div control with its direct sup-
rort artillery, the 24 Battalion, 39th Artillory (105mm T), which arrived on 24
snd 25 Mxy. Additional artillery (155m SP) cloaed on 26 May and Bettery C, 5th
Battalion, 22d Artillery (175mm SP) arrived on 28 May.

]
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AVDDH-GC-P o ' 13 June 1968
SUBJICT: Combat Operatiors After-iction Report

(2) DIVARTY established a Division Artillery Tactical Command Fost at DAK

TC Pase on 25 liay to coordinate artillery activities in-the battle area and to
inrure maximm effectivencss in the allscation of general support artiilery fires.

(3) artillery units conducted 24 displacements to support tacti~al opera=-
tions initially west of DAK TO and then north to DAK PEK.

(b) Extensive use wgs made of radar. Three (3) Ali/MP)-44 counter-mortar
radars were employed in the DaK TO, ZAK PiK and BEN H:T areas. This aggressive
use of QR~4A radars resulted in detection of 48 mortar locaticns and cie 122rm
rocket location. One AN/MPQ=10A counterbaitery radar was flown into the A0 from
TUY HOA and transported to a forward fire '.ase by CH-54 on 2 June to counter the
throat of enemy artillery detected on 30 May wast of DAK T0. The AN/TPS-25 ground
surveillance radar organic to Division Artillery was displaced by air to a forward
fire base in the DaK TO area. The TPS-2/iA radar located seven groups of personnz1
identified -5 enemy ranging in size from 2-21 personnel. These targets were cng~g—
ed with artillery, : '

(5) Metenrological support was fu :.shed continuously throughout the opera-
tion,

(6) Maximum uge was mnde of air observation. Division Artillery vas ausment
ed dzily by aircraft from 52d Artillery Group.

(7) Assigned, attached and opsrational control units during Operation
MATHEWS are as follows:

(a) 6-29 Arty (105 T) ns 1st Bde, 4th Div
(b) 2-319 aArty (105 1) DS 3d Bde, 101st ibn
(c) C/b=~42 arty (105 T) D3 1st Bn, 22d Inf
(d) c¢/2=9 Arty (105 T) DS 1at Bn, 35th Inf
(e) &f5=16 arty (155 SP) GSR 6=29 Arty
(£) c/5-16 arty (155 SP) GSR 629 Arty
(6) D/5-16Arty (8" SP) G 629 Arty
(h) o/1-92 Arty  (155T)  GR 629 Arty
(1) C/1-52 Arty (155 1) ’U' T &-29 Arty
() Bomth Aty (WSS B TPMMES
(k) D/6=14 Aty {175 oF) ] e TF NATHEWS

2
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AVDDE..GCP : 4 Jupe 1968
SUBJECT: Combi% Operations After-iction Report

(8) Summary o ammuid tion expenditures by caliber.

(a) 105mm 27,037
(b) 155m 12,966
(¢) 8r 1,560

(d)  175mm 6
GRAID TOTAL 45,639

(e) Air Support.

(1) Task Force MATHEWS TACP controlled tactical fighter-bombers and long-
range heavy bombers for ground elemeats of the Task Force.

(2) The existing TiCP of 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division was augmented
by three Forward Air Controllers, three 0-IG aircraft, a radio control 1/i ton
vehicle, and four enlisted men. This composite TACP was the coordinating agency
for USAF assets in AO NATHEWS.

(3) Initial organization of the Air Request Net wns that all 1st Brigade,
4th Division G3 ifmodiate an@ préplanned strikes went through normal channels
to Division G3 Air at Camp Enari. 3d Brigade, 101st sirborne request immediate
strikes from TF TACP at DAK TO who then relayed the resuest to ITFV arnd was mon-
itored by Div 63 Air by telephone. Sorties assigned to fill these request were
controlled by Forward Air Controllers from 1st and 2d Brigade, 4th Infantr- Divi-
sion because of the performance limitations of the 0-1 aircraft assigned to 3d
Brigade, 101st airborne, 4LO, 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division provided liai-
son between the brigade and HQ, TF MATHENS.

(4) The Air Request Net was modified on 238 May when 3d Brigade, 101st nir-
borne deployed to DAK PEK. The mobile TACP of 3d Brigade, 101st was air-lifted
to DAK FEK and processed immediate requests for tactical operations within 40
CHEROKER. Preplanned missiona continued to go directlv to Div G3 Air. In adai-
tion, radar-guided Combat  Sky Spots (CSS) were used to deliver Ter iir Suprort
during inclement weather and for night missions.

(5) A1l proplanned strikes were backed up with CS5 strikes because weather
changed rapidly during the operation. These backup missions ve.e often flowm
instead of cancelling Q.-tl.uht of Iighters,

(6) Weather conditions sdyeysely sffected Tactical Air Support during
Oporation MATHEMS. Low nlou‘ wﬂbﬂ and sorming fog associated with the South~

west Monsocon combiged. 141& TG sdssioga: to the late morning and early after-
noon houre. on nmuk 6: dur;ng the perdod. A total of 40 proplanncd
FAC missions were diverted to. status because of unfavorsble weather conditions
in the target area, Ce

13
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AVDDH~GC=F o 13 June 1962
SUPJiCT: Combat Opcratisng 4ftovsiction Repori

(7) Summary of air support flown is as follosw:
(a) Fighter mission.;-309

(b) Fighter sorties-661

(¢) Spooky/Moonshine-8/1

(d) Summary of Damage hssessments-33 bunkers destroyed, 2 foxholes destroyed,
L active AAl poeitions destroyed, 1 recoilless rifle position destroyed, 35 Nva
XTA (9 BC), 21 secondary explosions, 2 landing zones constructed.

(8) ARCLIGHT STRIX3S: Arclight strikes contribuved more significantly to
the success of Opsration MATHI/S than to any previous Ath Infantry Division opera-
tion. Employed in mass for the first time in this area of operations and closely
coordinated i ith the schema of maneuvver and other supporting f{ires, they were a
major factor in the attrition of encmy forces. Since employment varied betwcen
the DAX TO, BIK HET and DAX PEK areas, they will be described separately.

(2) DAK T0 - BEN HET; The concept of operation in this aree c:lled for the
numerically inferior allied forees to occupy tiue eritical terrain in the arca in
strength, concentrating the Pivision Reconnaissance Fackage in the area to find
targets for exploitation of the friendly preronderance of fire power. Oncc locat-
ed, targets wers attacked by massed fires of all appropriate tvpes, including
Arclights. This phase of operathons employed 39 Arclight strikes. .fter mausive
attrition of the enemy forcas, and the atrival of additional maneuver forces in
the area, simultaneous air ‘asssulte were té !> made in the enemy's roar to corplete
his destruction. These assauits were preceded by a massive five day /rclight,
tectical air, and artillery proparation-in the arez known to be occupied by mjor
el:ments of 325C NVA Division., Durihg this five day period there were 29 strikes,
culminzting .n five on D-Day on the immediste dbjectives of the combat assaults.
These assaulus wore made as scheduled, even though on D-Day events in the D.K
FEK ares required diversion of eignificant: meneuver forcos to that area, Although
large and determined enemy eluments wors known to have beon present in the objec~
tive arca prior to the preparation phase, US Forces were able to complet: threc
battalion air assaults into eold landing sones on D-Day without loss of a single
US soldier. in operations following the UB atteek, Arclights contimued to be
used in mass to complete ths exploidation and %o neutralize cnemy fires, A total
of 20 targats were attscked during thiy poriod, briaging the total for Opcration
MATHEWS in this area to 88, ' '+ ' '

(b) DAK PEK: aArelight strikes were eugfioyed in the DAK PEX area to blunt
a major enemy thrust at the isclaped CSP ossp and to previde reaction time for
reinforcemmnt of>the defimee, . ¢ wire Wt‘ phares of this oporation,
23 to 31 May 4nd 11 to 14 wl, AP S ree to indications from
a reliable intelligenee:souri®: that majie- entay forces were threstening the
DAX PEX CSY camp. During She eerlier perdsd, @ %8sl of 11 Arclights were employd,
and despite relisble inficetisne of thé @nsig*s presence in the araa, no attacks
ware mado on friemlly positions, and encRy apparently withdrew. From 11 to 14
June, after withdrawal of the bulk US Forces, the nnemy sgain throeatened
the camr this time in strength, During this period, 20 .rclight targets were

. )
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AVDDE~GC-F 13 Junc 1968
SUBJECT:" Combat Op.rations afterw-iction Reports

struck. Despite indications of a major enemy eff~rt to overrun the camp, he was
able to make only one ground attack on friendly positions and ineffective attac’s
by fire. In this oporation, because of comuarative lack of artillery support

and poor weathcr conditions for tactical air suppert, Arclight support was
especially significant.

(¢) In summary, it is apparent that the mass employment of .rclight strikes
played a major role in the decisive defcat of elements of two NVi Divisions in
Operation MATHEWS. ilthough aRtensive efforts w.re made to assess bomb damegs,
no single target strike could be proved to have produced dramatic results, Taken
in sum, however, the evidence of their effect is conclusive. The encmy made a
major effort during this operation, moving large forces for long distances to mcss
them against numerically inferior US forces, he introduced more sophisticated
weapons systems than had been previously tused in the Central Highlands, including
artillery, and probablr armor. Despite this major effort the cnemv achizved not
one minor objective, hut paid a staggering pricec in casualties and damage. Tricnd=
1y casualties were comperatively vory light considering the results achisved, The
large number of Arclizhts were massed in a relaotively small area where tho enomy
forces had to assembl: to attack their objcctives, and they werc never cble to
organize a sustained attack, '

d. Army Aviation Support.

(1) Aaviation support for Opcration MATHEWS was provided by the organic
4th avn Battalion and the 52d Combat Aviation Battzlion. Missions were assiged
by the Task Force Aviation Officer to support combat operations.

(2) Task Force MATHEWS -employed an average of 24 UH-lhs, 6 UHLCs, 6 CH~47s,
and 1 CH=-54 per day, This. represents the normal commitment of two (2) .issault
Helicopter Companies and one (1) Assault Support Helicopter company. Thcse avia-
tion resources conducted an averags of two (2) combat assaults, one (1) extraction
and one (1) sccure lift daily. '

(3) The following is a summary of operational data and support furnishcd
to TF MATHEWS by the combined asscts of the 4Lth Avn Battalion and the 52d Comb:nt
aviation Battalion,

UH-LD/H UH=1C CH=47 CH=54

\a) Total Hours 2570 599 627 66
(b} Total Sories 13499 6101 2003 102
(e) Tyve Missions:

CA 6128 6101

Log 5889 2003 102

cac 14,82

18
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SUBJECT: Comkat Operations Aftér Astion Report

(d) Cargo (Tons) 2300 - | 3747 L,
(e) PAX ' 23343 L7
e. Englineer Support

(1) Direet support was furnished to the Task Force by Company A, 4th
Engineer PBattalion and Company B, 326th Engineer Battalion who supported
1st Bde, 4th Infantry Division and 3d Bde, 101st Abn respectively.

(2) Commany D; 299th %ngineer Battalion, augmented by Headquarters and
Headquarters Company 299th Engineer Battalion, provided general support to
the Task Force,

(3) Company A 4th Engineer Battalion provided direct support for th.
infantry and artillery battalions of 1st Brigade, 4th Division performing
LZ clearing missions, cleared fields of fire, and provided technical assistance
for barrier installation. Also, Jospeny A operated a 1500 gallon-per-hour
water purification point at 13t Erigade base camp, and installed and operstcd
a 600 gallon-per-hour unit and REN HET Special Forces Camp. Daily minesweeps
or. Hwy 312 were also conducted by Company i, Heavy epuipment was airliftcd
to previde support missions for the TF and a large TOC was built for HQ, TF
MATIIZNS at DiX TO Base. An emergency ASP/POL storage facility was constructed
at DAK SEANG Special Forces Camp fo-support tactical operations in the DiK FEK
area, .

() Company B, 326th Engineor Bsttalion provided direct support to the

3d Brigade, 101st Airdosme, Infamtry Battalions and DB Arty Bawtali. . Majer
elements of Company B deroyed with the brigede o DAK PEX, where the ccmpany
constructed fire support Meees, as-well ag 'berms fr three POL storage areas
ard three ammunition points. In sdtition, a 1500 gallen-per-hour water puri-
fication unit was installed and operatod at 3d Brigad> Base Camp and a 600

gallon-per-hour unit at DAX PRK

(5) Compenp D and Headquarters Compeny, 299th Engineer Battalion (Combat)
provided gercral suppert to bosh brigades and io the Tesk Farce.  Prierty
was given initiidly to oemstrwotion of -x Weee cemp for the 3d Brigade, 1Cist
Airborne, oconsisting of a Wwrigade T0C and Artillery TOC, four helipads using
M8:! matting, two helicopter revetmentd, establishing drainage control, dozing
out offensive positions, clearing fields of fire end providing technical
assistanco for the establislmmut of a tastical wire barrier system. Almo,
elements of Company D assisted 4ib Engineers to conduct mincsweeps on Hwy
512, A 19500 gallon~par-bour weter peiat wes operated at DaX T0 Base in support
of the Sask Peroe.

f. Signal Swpport

(1) The 124th Sisnal Battalion previdod scamunieations support for
Oporation HATHEWS, and established commmicetions with the fcllowing major
unite: .

" (8) 4th Inf Div Main '6
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(b) 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div
(¢) 3d Bde, 10ist Abn Div (modified arvea signal center)
(d} 4th Inf Div DIVARTY (TiC)

(2) Multicharnel VHF systems were activated on 25 May from 4th Infantry
Division Base Camp to the 3d Brigads, 101st Airberne Division at DiK TC I
airstrip, and from Task Force MATHE'S CP at DiK TO Basa to 3d Bdec, 101st
hirborne Division at Dak To I. '

(3) Upon deployment of HQ, 3d Bde, 101st ibn and 2 battalions to DAX PEK,
a VEF relay and FN reisy station were planned for. This was necessary be-
cause both the DiK TO Brse and DAK P K Special Forces Camps are virtuzlly
inaccessible to VHF and direct FM communications. On 29 May, FM relay was
establishod with DAK PEK. The multi-channel systems, however, encountered
many difficulviee which included airlift of equipment, frequency problems,
cquipment probiems, and non-line-of-sight-path.

g Psyop Support

(1) Psychological operations were conducted in conjunction with ta tieal
operations to crsate dissatisfaction and desertion among NVA unite.

(2) A4 total of 108 PSYOPS missions were flawn in support of Task: For ce
MATHEWS. These missions dropped 2,200,000 leaflets amd made 140 hours of
eerial loudapeaker broadcast. In addition, a total of 82 hours of live broad=-
cast were mnde. Target areas were known and suspected enemy locations and
infiltration - exfiltration routes.

(3) During the operation, three NV: scldiers rallied to US units. These
individvals provided unit identiffications, personalities and locations that
were promptly exploited by PSIOS teams. The CHIEU HOIL wrote lezflets and
nade t.apes urging their comrades to rally.

(4) ALl of the ralliers told t'mt their reasons for rallying were 5-52
strikes, suffering, and life in the jungls.

h. Civie Action Support

(1) The eivic action progrem already underway in AO SPAATZ was con-
tinued with efforts aimed at improvement of health, sanitetion amd living
cond{“ions,

(2) Cighteen villages in AO MATHEMS were selectod for the Civic Action
Program. 4 total of 15 ° were made, in addition to 1450 MEDCA? visits,
A total of 5293 children pits in the Youth Health Program. Diagnostic
examinations by the surgecns of both brigades were provided to aprroximately
182 peoplo in villages in the AO.

1. Chemizal Suprort
(a) CS Ope -ations:

(1) During the periocd Operetion NMATHENS chemical operations con-
3isted mainly of contemination of bunkor complex wsing persistent CS-1,
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sssuming normal wiather condijions for this time of year it is felt that
this contamination should last for at least 6 months. It is estimated

that mors than 200 bunkers were contaminated using this method during the
operation.

(2) The E=8 Tactical CS Launcher was used extensively on firebase
perimgters during the operation. The E=8 wae ued_"on several occasions
to assist in repelling NVA attacks on such installations, The 4th Divisién
. Chemical Section provided the 3d Brigade, 10lsth Airborne Division with 60
. E~2s, These items were used on defensive perimeters throughout their i0.
(3) 4 bulk €8 drop was conducted north of CH:ROK" by USAF using C-130
ajrcraft and 500-800 found drums of CS. The purpose of this drop was to con-
taminate the NVA road which enters SVN vicinity of YB 893858.
(L) E-158: (X=15) munitions and the newly developed BFOG (Box Full of
Grenades) were used to pre- LZs prior to combat assaults. In addition, the
1st Battalion, 8th Int:ntry used the BFOG extensively throughout the operztion.
(5) During the period of Operation MATHEWS the following munitions were
issued by the Division Chemical Section to units particapating in tke operaticn:
122 E~8 Tactical CS Launcher
50 Boxes of JIEPCS (2000 pounds)
12 5158 (:¥-15) Tactical CS Clusters
12, (C) BESWLES '
8. Sumary of enemy personnel and equipment losses.
(1) - Fersonnel: ’
(a) KVa KLi = 352 (BC)
(b) WACIK =9
(2) veapons:
(a) Seall hrms = 141
(5) Crew Served — 19

b, Sussary of Friendly po_r_?omol losses.

.-

i S K -Va. WA R (eopuga) | ORI
HClet $do R ' T 3
1€ Int LI 3 y &3
3-8 SRR - 3 2
3-12 Ia¢ 13 83 101
1-35 Int "N 22
1-22 Ing PO ¥ X
2-1 Cav 29 | | 12
717 Cav Tt 13
DIVRTY - 3% "10 COMFIDENTIAL ‘
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oiue, YENTIAL
& ke LA MIA NB1) ( azattle)} T _

Div Troops 2 "3 1 b
L4th Div Recap 37 24,6 1 7 291
UNIT " KIA WIa MIA (NBI) (Non Battle) TOT&L
3-101 Abn '

1-506 Inf 1 1
2-506 Inf 1 13 7 21
3-187 Inf 1 15 3 15
2-319 Arty

326 Engr PR 1. 1
3-101 Recap 2 28 12 42
TOTAL 39 274 1 19 333

13. (C) ADMINISTRATIV: MATTERS
a. General,

(1) The concept of logistical support of Task Force M THEWS followed the
previously established concept of legistical support of operation M.CARTHUR.
The battalionk logistical bases were co-located with the brigade's trains at
DAK T0. ine ist logistical Command Forward Support Activity (FSi) at DAL TO
continued providing Class I, III, IIIA, V, barrier materials, bath, laundry,
and graves regisiration to the uniis. Class II & IV materials, less barrier,
were provided from CAMP ENARI through estahlished pupply channels. Organic
elerents from the Divisicn Support -Cosmmend (DISCOM) provided medical support,
maintenance support, and a direct exchange for personal clething.

(2) Resupply ef forward company and battalion .. . bases was by UH-1D,
CH-47 and CH~54 helicopters from ths battalion logistical bases at DiK T0.
Resupply of tl.e .FSA at DiK TO was primarily by overland convoy from PLEIRU
Sub Area Corxrznd utilizing #'me of the. Divisions arganic vehicles as
augmentation, .

(3) Te contime the pmvimq. compt of providing supply point distribution
as far forward s poasible and 4180 1q provide an emsrgency resupply Mgistical

base, s szall resupply point < ing of Clasp 1 (C-Rations), III, and V was
established at DAK PEX. Re "of thie area was CH-47. CH=54, C7A Caribou,
and C-130 air drop. Due to retrictions placed on the use of CH-47 for resurply
during the latter stages of paration, another emsrgency resupply logistical
base was established at DAX SEEMY. Reoupply of this area was by C-!30 air drop.

b, Material ard Services: The majori'- of the supplies consumed during

OW"“MJ*?S. mere isegpd.  the FSA at DX 70. In order to provid:
the required leogistical luum&fmv established supply levels
and objectives at the PSi had 4o Bs € od .

(1) Spply sumiry for IpatA Wbmis b s,
(a) Cines It Mecls lugrpds -
ARATIDNS £ RATICNS SERI
151,826 8,1 . -
’” VJ :.}"

o —— s
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(b) Class ITI: Gallons issued:

JPL AVGAS MOGAS - DIESEL
595,826 18,500 120,500 148,800

(c) Class V: ‘Tons issued: 3,343.89,
() Services.
(a) Laundry and Bath Services rendered during the period:

- LAUNDRY - 24,200 1lbs
BATHS - 5,825 individuals

(b) Direct Excuange Foint services for the opeiation were 1,000 sets
of fatigues and 25 pairs of boots.

(c) Graves Registration service was previded by Ast Logistical Command -
through the F34 at DAK TO.

ce Maintenance,

(1) Forward support of Task Force MATHEWS was provided by Company C,
704th Maintenance Battalion operating from the brigade trains at DAK TO.

(2) Headquarters and Company Ay 704th Malntenance Battalion provided
back~up support for all units and & technical supply base fer all units
at CAMP ENARI. In addition, contact teams were augmented with personnel and
equipment as required.

(3) During the operation, 330 work orders were processed for maintcnance
requests.

d. Medical Support.

(1) Company B, 4th Medical Battalion mvided a forward clearing station
at DAK TO in suprort of Task Force MATHEWS. The station consisted of approx-
imately 40 personnel and provided an admission and disposition facility, a
medical ward, one md.tccl J.‘borttury and communication ground evacuation, treat-
ment and dental sectiona b

(2) The 4th. uedien ‘Battaldon (~) provided medical gervice and manned
the rear clearing station at CANP ENARI. 'l'ho 39th XJTeam provided necessary
dental support. .

[T |

(3) Army level & mu.iuu oomi‘.lted of the 18th Surgical and
71st Evacuation Hospd  ‘Ioested’ ot P

(4) T zd Pht.oon, 32d Nedical D-pot., located in QHI NHON, furnishea
medicsl supplies and maintemamos support.

(5) Summary ef medical. services provided by the clearing gection at DiK TO

(a) Patisnts seen: 1652

- ! CONFIDENTIAL
Diseass 187 20




N R R

 CONFIDENTIAL

(b) Patients evacuated: 4%
~(¢) Returnsd *o Duty: 33
(c) Patients seen but not admitted: 1213

e. Headquarters, Task Force MATHE''S waw composed »f the follewing per
sonnel and supportir}g equipements

(1) Persomel: Officers 21
Enlisted men 38
TOTAL 59
(2) Equipment:
{a) Tents: 3 GP medium and 6 GP small
(b) Light Sets: 3

(¢) Generators: 3 (5 Kw)

1 (3 KW - DC)
(d) Vehicles: 9 (1/4 T)
2(21/2 1)
3 (2 /2 VaNS

(e) Cots: 70

() Air materesess 70
(g) Sleeping bags: 70
(h) Chair, tolding: 25
(1) Tables, folding: 15

14, (C) SPECLAL EQUTFWENT & TECHNIQUES.

a. A flash and radar Infermation Ceordination Center was established
by Division Artillery survey personnsl which combined the infermation from
visual ebservation posts and radar locations for target data.

b, Selectad munitions were employed extensively on suitable targets
during tho period. Examples are:

(1) oOn 30 May, Hi)1 990 (YB 8124) roceived a ground attack, Firecracker
was empleyed in and around the perimeter with nine {9) artillery batterios
firing in suppert. A sweep on 31 May revealed 43 NVA KIA, 25 by artillery.
Numemeus hlood trails and drag marks were also found in the area,

(2) On 1 Jue, an aerial shgerver sighted fomr 100mm field pieces in
dug=in positionn, Fire was adjusted resulting in 2 gune dcstroyed amd a
large secondary explosicn. VR on 2 June revealed , NVA bedies still in the open,
Fire tracks in the area indicated that ¢he weapon and bodies had been recovered

during the night,
_WNFMLQNIML
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(3) Firecracker expenditure:

Caliber F‘._:_rpl gracker
108 472 rds

15. (€) LESSONS LEARNED AND RECOMEANDATIONS:

a. Operations
Item: Control of Army Aviation

Discussion: Operation MATHEWS utilized almost an entire CuB (Combat .ivia-
tion Battalion) on a daily basis and these assets were employed in an extramiy
large arec ¢f operations. The Task Force Aviation section had two (?) M radi s
to controi the Aviation elements during the day. The majority of aviation re=
sources were provided by the 52d CAB and the 52d retained command of the §v1at10n
clements. This arrangement resulted in unacceptable respoas time to requirements
that arose during the day., In addition the TF Aviation section was unable to
function as a staff planner/coordinater because they were involved in minute-to-
minute control of aircraft assets.

OBSZRVATION: At a minimm, a forward CP ef an aviation battalion is
required to centrol aviation assets and effectively cecrdinate with tt.e
supperted brigades. Additionally, this control element shculd be equipped
with a MRC-119 (% Ton) which would previde UF, VHF, ssb, and. FM communi~
cations. Thie would permit the TF Aviation Seotian to function in a plan-
ning/coordination rele and provide immediately responsive command and con~
trol of the aviation units supporting t. TF,

Item: Massing Arc Lights

Discussion: Arc Lights were employed in mass for the first time in
the Division Area of Opsrations and were closely coordinated with the scheme
of maneuver and othes fire support means. These strikes proved to be a
major factor in the attrition 2f enemy forces and csused him to atandon
his nmission of overrunning friendly positions at DAK FEK and in the D.X T0-
BIN HET areas Although single ire Lights hed been planned on enemy targots
breviously, the grouping of sevoral Are Lights in one area and ever short
time spans created a devastaiing effeot on the enemy. -

Obsecpvation: When the enemy glves indications of massing for an attack,
hrc Lights aiould ba mesued ir order to gain maximum advantage of the srikes.

b, logistics '
Dtem: Need for Atrwsbdlsd Bulldosers

8 t Tactioal opsrations in the Central Highlandc required
fraquent use of key terrwin features for Pire Support Bases. The need to
‘move heavy enginesr ocotistruction equimmsnt to isolated ‘aress is apparent.
High altitudes coupled with the monseon season, reduces the 1ift capability
of tho Ch-54 and restriots aiy transport of the D5A and DB to the forward
fire bases. The DEB with adapber kitvia wcosptabls end weuld allew a rayload
redustien; however, the DB with kit §s mot erganic to the Division,
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‘Requests for this equipment are submitted to IFFV and further to the 18th

Engineer Brigade,

Observation: Two D6B with adapter kit should be made an MIOE addition
to 4th Engineer Battalion to increase responsiveness te tactical requirments

HICKMAN

m .

EDMONDS
G3
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MAPS: VIETMAM, NOT 70 SCALE

SHEETS: NO 48-4,48-8,49-1,49-5
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TASK TION:

dst Bde

HHC, lst Bde

3-8 Int

3-12 Inr.

A

6=29 Arty (DS)

C/k=42 Arty (DS)

TACP
JiSK_FORCE CONTROL
HQ, TF MATHEWS
B/6=14 Arty (®;
D/6-1, Arty (GS
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS L4TH INF:NTRY DIVISICN
APO San Francisco 96262

»H-0C 2l May 1968
SUBJECT: Istter of Insiruction

Brig Gen Don R. Hickman
Assistant Division Commander-A
kth Infantry Division

1, You are designated Commander of Task Force Mathews efiective
21800 May 1968.

2, Task Force Mathews will consist of your Task Force Headquarturs and
the following mejor units:

a. 1st Brigade 4th Infantry Division.
be 3d Brigade 10lst Airborne Division.
¢. Attached artillery and other supporting units,

3. You will bs the Tactic:l Commander of the designated forces and dircctly

responsive to the undersigned. You are charged with thc rosponsibility of
conducting operations within your assigned area of operations as directed
by this headquartere.

ko Your initial mission is to d ostroy the 325C NVA Division in accordance
with OPGRD 11-68 Hy 4th Inf Div, datod 24 May. A collatoral mission is to
protect the Special Porces Camp at Ben Hot and the 4th Division Base at
Dak To. Additionally, you are charged with the logistical support of the
I8 155 arty cloments at Dak Pek,

5. Mroct liaison and ooordination with ARVN and othor US agencics md
forces not assigned to your OPOON is cuthorisced and directed.

Incl 3

. CONFIDENTIAL
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AVIDE-GC - 2 May 1968
SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction

6. Requirement for additicnal rescurces will be submitted to this head-
quarters in sufficient time to permit timely allocation.

7. Bxisting a’xiea of engagemont and existing command relatiomnships with

USASF apply.
CHARIES P. STONB
Hajor General, USA
Commanding
A TRUE COPY
o ' |
B . R . ‘M
Nt b .
PRESTOK W. HOLTRY °
CPT, Infantry
Division Historian
{l
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24 May

25 May

26 May

27 May

| CONFIDENTIAL

CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

OPERATION MATHEWS

HQ, TF Mathews moved to Dak To and became operaticnal at 242000H
May 68. '3d Battaiion, 8th Infentry FSB mcved from YB 971267 (FSB
#30) to YD 883291 (FSB #5) and 1st Battalion, 222 Infantry mcved
from Dak To Base (ZB 004217) to replace 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry
at YB 971267 (¥S3 #30). 1-506 Infantry and 3d Brigade, 10lst Abn
Tac CP closed Dek To at 1525H.  Upon arrival, HQ, lst 3attalion, 506
Infantry moved to Y3 985153 (FSB #0) and assumed control of Rocket
Ridge.

At 1025 vic YB 892270, C/2-1 Cav made contact on Hwy 512, rcceiving
SA and BYC fires Gunships were cn station. At 1620 contact wes
broken, Results: 3 US KIA, 6 US WIA, L7 WVA KIA. At 1630, Ben

Het received 13 rds 82mm mortar from the west, landing cutside their
perimeter. At 1915 hrs, vic YB 839222, FSB #29 of 1lst Battalion

8th Infantry began raceiving 75 Reccilless and 62mm fire and at 2000
they were agsaulted by an estimated NVA Battalion frem the south and
west, Fighting .continued throughout the night. Spocky was employed
and drew ground fire. The NVA attack penetrzted the perimeter and the
enemy still held 2 bunkers at Chi5. Re2sults: il US YIA, 55 WIA, 47
NVA XIA., DPWs confirmed the 101D MVA Regiment of the 325C NVA Division
conductod the attack. During tho attack on FSD #29, two nearby FS3s
were mortared, one of them with CS.

At 0550, Dak To Dase was attacked with 122mm rockets, lowever no
casualties were inflicted. At 1335, FS3 #9 (YD 339223) was still
roceiving 75mm Recoilless Riflc fire. 7-17 Air Cav observed the pos-
ition and directed an airstrike on it. 3d Bde, 101st fbn Mivision
closed Dak To at 14G2 hrs, with a total of 122 scrties of C-130.

At 0020, 1st Battaiion, 8th Infantry FSD #15 (YB 85L4187) receivcd 6
rds of 8¢mm mcrtar fire. D&D Companies, 3d Battalion, 8th Infontry
and A, B, C and D Companies, 3d Bzttalion, 12th Infantry conducted
helihorn aasauits to begir tnc atiack northwest of Ben Het (YB3 §73257).
At 1255 i Company, 3d sattelicn, 8th Infantry exchanged fire with -5
NVA at YB 872294 with negative reosults. At 1035 hre =t YB 81L2L8, A
Company, 3d Battelicn, 12+h Infantry mace contict with cn urdmusm sizo
enomy force. Rwoulty: 2 US WIA, 10 NVA FIA. At 160k, CSF Bor Hot
contacted an estimited MVA Commany in hunkors. Tac .dr and artillery
woro employed, 3¢ Brigalde, 101st Abn wes alerted at 2230 to move 2d
Bsttalion 506th Infantry t8 Mk Pek (Y3.953580).
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29 Moy

30 May
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At 0237, FSB #29 (YB 839223) received 20-22 rounds of mixed €0-82mm
mortaer fire that resulted in one US KIA and 2 WIA. At 0645, the ad-
vence party of 3d Bde, 101st Abn departed Dak Tc enroute to Dak Pek.
B Cempeny, 2d.Battelion 505th Infantry began moving to Dak Pek at

. 0820 by CH-37 and C-7A. One section of 155mm Arty (A/i-92) and one

105mn (3/2-319) battery moved to Dek Pek and closed at 1120 hrs. At
1010 hrs, a PaC aircraft crosited ot Dek Pek Airstrip due to power
fallure. The pilo* was evacuzted to Dak To. A, B, & C Compardes lst
Battalion, 3Sth Infantry combet assaulted to Y3 835260 to continue
the attock northwest of Den Het,  light centact was made necr the Iz
with an unknown size eonemy force.

At 0900, 1st Battalion 8th Infantry FSB #29 (YB 839223), received 6
rownds of 60mm mortar, all outside the perimeter. Airstrikes on the
suspected mortar location produced a large secondary explosion. 3d
Battelion, 187th Abn Infantry completed airlift to Dak Pek at 1215 hrs.
At 1410, a squad from C Company, 1lst Battalion, 22d Infantry exchanged
fire with an estimated NVA squad vic YB 928268. C Company reinforced
the squad and employed Tac Alr and artillery. HQ, 1lst Battalion, 224
Infantry mcved from FSB #30 (YB 971267) to Dak To Base. They were re-
placed bty one company, 23D ARVN Ranger Battalion. The move was com-
plete at 1020 hrs. °

D Company, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry in their right defensive position
on HL11 990 (YB 8i8247) began to be probed at 0230. By 0300 the com-
.pany was receiving omall arsé and mortar fire in increasing intensi-

ty. At 0330 Spooky arrived to support the contact. At 0500, an es-
timated NVA battalion lawnched a ground assault fram the north, south
and west. Comtact tapered cff by 0530 vut snipers continued to harass
the position. Resulta: 7 US KIA, 56 WIA, L3 NVA KIA, Throughout the
day, H111 990 axd 3@ Battalion,12th Infantry FSB #29 (YB 839223) re-
ceived a total of 100 plus rounds mixed 120mm mortar, 105mm howitzer
and 7Smm Recoilless Rifls fire. A Company, 3)d Battalicn, 8th Infantry
wes airlifhad 'ta W11 PPO o rwinfores, however the NVA attcmpted to
intercict the lift with 105mm and 75mm Reocilless Rifles. Rainforcement
wos completed et 311430 May. At 1240 bre, T Campany, 3d Dattadon, 12th
Infantry outpost obeserved 4 NVA approsching their position. Results:

1 NVA ¥IA, 3 £l24 to tho north.

At 0012 - QLS I+ Wsstalon, Oth Infantry ¥SB #25 (YD 887291) rocoived
0 T247 & Coruzy, 168 Pabtaticn; SO Darantey iocated ot PSD 45

3 ' 0, Infantry located at FSpD
S‘B"&ﬁ:ﬁﬂ) and;d b ] &m xortar ngs g.ra the southwest, all

tieh londed oubadde pevinster. From 1043, Company D, 3d
Battalion, 12¢h Infeptry an Ri1l 990 received appraximately 12-15 rounds
82w mortor fire, coe rownd of which set off mortar sssnition ‘hat was
etored in & buxber, Besults: 11 U8 WIA. At 1800 vic YD 865178, an
B«23 dalicopter oresb landed for wninomn reasons. The ~rew was extrac-
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1 June

2 June

3 June

~ CONFIDENTIAL

During the first lift of Compeny A, 1lst Battalion, 22d Infantry!s
conbat assault to YB 791219, « UH-1H creshed into the IZ rccuiring
elements be inserted into the alternste LZ. The crew was cxtrocted
with 1 individual injured. At ¥© 855268, Cowpany D, lst Datic.icn,
8th Infantry found two NVA bodies estimated tc be two-threc menths
old. At YB 886296, Company C, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry found onc
NWVA body estimated to be one menth old. At YB 876293, Companics 3
and D, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry captured one NVA who identified

‘his wnit to be $he 18th Transportation Battalion, 101D Regimcnt, 325C

NVA Division. "™wo Hoi Chanhs walked into FSB #25 at YB3 847291. One
US was wounded frog Company A, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry when FSO
#29 (B -839223) recdived 60 rvumds of suspected 10Cmm artillery fire,
At YB 828206, a patrol from Comoany B, lst Battalicn, 22d Infantry
exchanged small arms fire with seven NVA. The patrol withdrew and
artillery was employed, while one US was wounded. At YB 841212, the
Reconnaissance Platoon, 34 Dattalion, 12th Infantry found cne NVA KIA
estimated to be three days old. At 1421H, a Hoi Chenh walked into
FSB #29, identifying his uni% as Lth Battalion, 102d Regiment, 325C
NVA Division. At YD 830193, \he Aero-Rifle Platoon fram Troop 3, Tth
Squedron, 17th Air Savalry recevercd two US MIA from dewned light

 obasrvebion haldcopter of 2l May, Individuals were cenfirmed KIA,
At the same Iocation, the Aero Rifle Platoon observed ten HVA XIA

estimated to be two-threc days old, HQ, 1lst Battalicn, 22d Infantry
nmoved from Dak To base to FSB #12 (Sen Het) clesing at 1405 hcurs.

At YB 808278 Company A, 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry Dattalion rcceived
2530 rounds of 82mm mortar fire resulting in two US WIA. At Y3 30L303,
Compeny B, 2d Pattalion, 506th Infantry (Airborne) made cantact with
an NVA platoon in bunks»s. The enemy agployed smali arms, autamatic
weapons, unknown tyje mortars, and 75mm recoilless rifle§ wounding

11 US whiic ten NVA were killed. 4t Y3 8L6221 tiwe Reccnnezissance Pla~
tcon from 3d Batitelion, 12tl. Infentry fuindg ons IVA KIA with two =Ll
rocket Yaunchers ond seven 3-li0 rockeis. Iater,the szic Reconnoiscance
Platoen foumd cne NVA killed by artillery at YD 8L7223. A ootrol from
Comoeny A, 34 Battalion, 12th Infantry fcund two NVA bodics ot YD
839223, The CP of the 3d Nde, 10lst Abn ond the 2d Dattalicn,S06tw
Infantry (Abtn) (-) moved from Dek Pek ba Dok To Rase, closing at 1750
hours. ‘ ‘

At YD 818299, the poin* elemcnt ‘Qrom Company D, 3d Buttolicn, 8th
Infantry received small amms fire {rom an sstimatod 12 Indivicusls
resviting in two US wounded. In the same arca, Comoany D, 3d Dat-
talion, 8th Infantry fcund one NVA body in a grave. long Range otrel
1 found two NVA bodies killed by adr or artillery. 2d Dattalion,
§06th Infantry moved thadr FSB from Dok To Rase by convoy to FS3 #13
(YD 919255).
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S June

6 June

7 Juns
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A truck from the lst Battalion, 22d Infantry struck o mine wound-
ing one US at YB 886270, At ZA 208948 2 ncrth bound cenvey was am-
bushed by an estimated NVA Company from the east ond west side cf
Highway 1N. Troop C, 24 Squadron, lst Cavalry Regimeat, Company
D, 2d Dattalion, 8th Infantry and ten gunships from the 7th
Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry, Lth iviation Dattalicn, and the 52¢
Aviation Battalion provided support. Adir strikes were employed,
One US was killed in the centact, eight US wounded, and W1 NVA
wore KIA. Companiss A, B, and C, 1st Battalicn, 35th Infantry
receivsd a probe on their perimeter at YD 794274 by an estim~t.d
two NVA companies, killing three US, while 23 US were wounded. i
sweep around the perimeter found a total of two NVA bodies. At

YB 883303, Company A, 3d Dattalion, 8tk Infantry found cne IVA
body at YB 863303. At Y3 786271 Company B, 3d Dattalion, 12th
Infantry engaged an estimated two company NVA force wounding four
US. Campany C, 31 Battalion, 12th Infantry engaged five NVA and
killed two at Y3 88:303. Cemnany A, lst Battalicn, 506th Infrntry,
YD 935188, received 70 rcunds of 122mm mortar fire, all of which
landed outside the position. Counter mortar fire produced o secondary
sxplcaion at IDB 942187. At 1915, an ambush frcm Comoeny C, 3d 3attal.
ion, oth Infantry, Y3 860303, ambushed 5 NVA, killinge two NV..

At YD 801173, Companies .' cn¢ D, 1st Jatialion, sth Infontry received
sporadic small arms fire resulting in cne NVA KIA. Thc Reconaciss: nce
Flatcon from the 3d Dattelion, Sth Infantry found twe MVA bedice at

Y3 861292, Companies B & C, 3d Dattalion 12th Infantry swept through

- an abandoned enemy Wnker complex at Y3 786271, the sitc cf the |

June cantact. One NVA body, weapons, and supplies were found. long
Range Patrel H2A found one VC at 214 086720 believec killed by Svoeoky .
2d Dattalion, 424 ARVN Dfound 2000 kg of vice at ZB 026279. 1st lat.
talion, 35th Infantry moved by air and convoy uo Polei Rleng (ZA G23735)
and became OPCCN 34 Drigade, Lth Infuntry Division.

Company D, 3d Dottalian, Sth Infantry found cne NVA body at YL G083Ci,
ond another at IB 808305, At Y3 823222, the Reconnaissance Flotoon
fron 34 Battalion, 12th Infantry captured one wounded NVA. Inuividuai
indicatod Ms unit <> be 23d Trensportation Cowpany, 2d Regirent, 325¢
NVA Divieion. At YB 735227, Comwpanies B and €, & lattalion, 12th
Infontry found & total of 10 NVA bodies in graves. In the same area

& hospital camplax with fcrv oporating rooms wes located. At Y3 964746,
Company A, 34 Battalen, th _afartry (&bn) found threc damaged bull-
dotere. In the ssme arec two US were wounded whon on individual frem

- Comnany A stoppel ot a wine,

Twocp D, 7th Squadrom, 17th Alr Covalry kdlled threoe NVA ot YD 782096,
At YD 9572l3, two AXVN Qangere wore Kkillei whan they detonated - L by
trop vhich thay had emploced. Heedhunter aircraft received .5C cal
fire frcm 1B T72268. it 1100, MSOA Toom #52 made comtoct cn o at-
temoted insertion at YU 708303. The team wos axtractor and ~irstrikes
were anplayed.
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Lst 3attalion, 22d Infantry relieveu the 3¢ Bottalion, 107th
Infsntry (Airbornc) at Dak Pek. At 2D 170620, ¢ northbcund
resupply convoy was ambushed by an estimated platcon size force.,
Troop B 24 Sguadren, 1st Cavalry Regiment reacted 1o the contact
with two platoons, while four gunships initially suoported the
friendiy forces. One wounded NVA was captured and cne NV.. was
killed, while friendly lcsses were threc US XI4, ard four US
wounded. At YB 797296, Company B, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry
found one NVA ¥illed by artillery or airstrike. 3d Jrigade 101st
lJdrborne Advance Party dem rted Dok To by C-130 aireraft cnroute to
Phue Vinh,

3d Battalion, 187th Infantry (Airborne) departed the Area of Op-
eraticns enroute tc Phuc Vinh. 3d Brigade CP and Compeny D, 2d Dat-
talion, 506th Infantry also departed enroute to Phuc Vinh and closed
at approximately 1830, 2d Battalion, 506tk Infantry moved from FSB
#13 (Y3 906323) to Duk To Base and hegen preparaticn for redenioyment.

4 reinforced NVA company ernloying small sms, automatic wezpons,
hmd grerades and flame throwers initiated a ground attack on
Ccmpany . lst Dattalion, 22d Infantry locoited at YD 910677. The
evemy breached the nerimeter and occapied three hunkers. Company

3 remained in heavy ccntact until 0300, with artillery and Spooky
supperting. One IS wos killoaq, 22 S wounded, and four NV.. were
KIA in the contact., 3d Battalion, 8th Infontry began meving to
reinforce 1st attclion, 221 Infantry al Dak Peck. Dok Pek Special
Porce Camp (YD 956686) roceived an estimatcd 12 rounds of 62mm mortar
fire, coupled with a ground nrobe by «n estimctel enemy scucd sizn
force, Three CSF wore weunded and cne CGBF was killed in the acticen.
At 1h4O, Dek Fek Camp reccived cne 122mm roeket wiich londed neor
the airstrip. Guasrins fired cn the suspoeted launch site ond
roceived heavy ground fire from Y3 693693. Fire was returned :sd an
airstrikc was employed. 2d Dattalion, 500th fnfantry denloyed by
0-130 from Dak To to Phuc Vinh. The movement reguived A0 sorties
and was completed at 1800,

Three CSF were wounded at Dak Fek when the Specinl Forces Camp
received 25 rounds of 82mm morter fire, At Y2 616247, the
Reconnaissance Flatoon, 3d Dattalicn, 12th Infantry fouwnd cno

NVL body. At Dak Pek, 3d Dattalion, 8th Iifentry received 10 rounds
of 82mm mortor fire that impacted 2-500 meters enst of tho air-
field. There were no casualtics., Two rounds of 122mm rockets were
alse fired from YD 920694 and landed north of the airstrip.
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At 15008 TP Mathows relinquished operational control of AO

SPAATZ and AO OHEROKEE to 1st Brigade tth Infaatry Division. At

YE 093675 an airstrike wos employed by & Forward Air Controlier

and Herd Hunter aircroft, resulting in twe NVA killed by air. Thiee
US wer> wounded when a UH~1D helidopter received .5C caliber ground
fire a% YB 905714. Company 4, 3d Dattalion, Oth Infontry received
32 rounds of 02mm mortar fire at YT 913713, killing two US and
woandirg three US, DBatwean 13li5-1ii0 Dek Pek received ten 122mm
rockets on the airstrip. Cider 12 observed 6 rocket positions at
YD 864735 that were occupied 2 positions wers destroyed by airstrikes.
Gompeny A, 3d Battalion, Oth Infaatry at Dak Pek had 2 US KIi by
one (2mn mortar round. A patrol from Company A, 3d Battalion, 12th
Infantry mede contact with estimated 6 NVA st ¥B 805271. Results:

: 2 ¥VA KiA.
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Copy __Dpf Copies
TF MATHEWS
Tak To, .RVN:.
261600 MA‘I 66
FRAGO 1-68 to OPORD 11»66 (Luca.s Groen)
TASK ORGANIZATION: '
; 13 Bde . ©* .. 34 Bde, i0lst
3/8 Inf 1/506 Abtn Inf
/12 It © /506 Inf R
1/35 Inf (&2f D-Day) 3/187 Am Inf (-)
6/29 Arty (£S) /22 Inf .-
¢, /2 arty (D8) 1/8 Inf (-) (Bff 270800 H.ay)
A Dc<’, Ben Het CSF Pit, ARYN Ranger Bm ' "¢+ |
¢, 2/1 Cav (-)
1. (€} TF MATHEWS continues opevations to destroy the 325 WVA Div and

other enenw ferces in A0 MATHEYS by conducting a 3 battalion assault West,
North and Southwest of Ben Het on D-Day followed by a batta]ion sizod assault
on D+l and an exploitation assault c/a D3

2. (C) 1st Bdes A

a.  Secura Objective 1 (Hill 990) and Objective 3 (Hill %00} with
simultaneous combat asssults on D=-Dey.

be Bsiablish laiso: wita & Bet, Ben Het CSF Camp and coord CST Opn to
sucura M1 705 West of Ben Ket CSF Camp beginning E+2 hrs,

c. Do propared tc securo Objective 2 on D+l.
d. Be propared-to secure fbjctive 4 on D2,

6. DBe proared %o relsase OPCON 1 Bn to 54 Bde, 101st for exploitation
West of FSE #15.

3. (C) 3d Bde, 10lst:
as Securs sk To, FSB's along Rte 512, and iridge (FSB) 3. {
b, Socure LOC from Kontum to Nsk To and Dak 7o West to F3B 13, ‘

t. Securs Objactive 5 (RL1) 889 at ¥B 825152) on D-Day after completiun
of cambst aseault to Obaoeuw 1 by lat Bde,

d. Be pruopared to roliava/reins /424 ARYY NE of Dok To.
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FRAGO 1-68 to OPORD 1;,-66 (Iucas Gresn) (Cont)

e. Be prepered o relieve/reinf Dek Soéng and Dek Puk CSF Camps.

{; Bo prepared to receive 1 Bu, lst Bde to exploit comtacts West of
FSB 19,

y g. Be prepared to reloaao 2/506 Abv Inf to 1st Bde to secure Objective 4
o/a D“'ao

b (0) cooumurma 'mmm
8. D-Day ia 27 nsy,
b, DIRIALTH, - |
¢. Submit aviation requiremento NLT 1700 hoe the day prior.

- do Maneuver unita w:m. have: hsneobte:- a:.r agover at all times w¥hile
noving overhnd

6. Minimise rad:l.o tra:rfic mﬁl Beitour.
f. 4D in accordocnce witn CPORD 11.48.
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Cony of __Copies
TF HATHEWS
Dak To, &VN
280030 MAY 68
FRAGO 2-68 to OPORD 11~68 (MATHEWS)
1, Major NVA forces threaten USSF Camp at Dak Pek, TF Mathews continues oper-
atlons in present A0, and airlifts Batta]ion Task Forces to A0 CHEROKEE under
OPCON 3d Bde, 101st,
2- J«/ h:
a. Cont pres mission,
b, Assume A0 of 3/101 effective 280100 May 68.

c. Assume OPCON of 1-22 Inf, 1-506 Abn Inf, 3-187 Abn Inf and G/2-1 Cev
effective 280100 My 68.

de Release 1-35 Inf efiective 28060C May 68.

2. Be prep to relesse 3-187 Abn Inf to 3/101.

f. Be nrep {o assume OPCON of elements of 42d ARVN,
3. 3/101:

a. Reloase 1-22 Inf, 1506 Abn Inf, 3-187 Abn Inf (-) and C/2-1 Cav effective
28010C May 68.

b. fhssume OPCON 1-35 Inf e2fective 280600 May 68.

c. Move to Dak Pek with 1 bn, assume OFCON of AO CHEROKEE and destroy en
forcez in area. Move 2d bn on order,

de Assume OPCON of USSF A Dot, Dak Pek,

€ IhprepamdtousmoMot2m'f‘éo'soncloaureofnsrtoDakPek.
L. OCOORDIAATING INSTRUCTIONS:

a, log huildup will be supportad by USAF 1lift.

b, AOQ (HEROKER bourded by: 2B 1090, ZB 1055, 2B 55 grid line West to border,
ZB 90 grid lino West to border.

‘ 36
Inclosure & CON:iDENTIAL

B =




_cWIDENTlAL

FRAGO 2-68 to OFORD 11-68 (N4THMMS) (Cont)
c. Operation Incas Qreen rememec Qperations MATHENS .
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Copy Copies

of
TF METHEWS
Dak To, RVN
022100 Jun 68
FRAGO 3-68 to OPORD 11-68 (MATHEWS)
1, Inomy threat Northwest of Ben Het CSF Camp continues while the threat to
Dak Pek has been reduced. 1st NVA Div continues to threaten positions and instzl-
lations in the Kontum area.
2, 1st Bde:
a, FPhase I:
() Assume OPCON 2/506 Am Inf (-) upcu closurc Dek To on 2 Jun.

(2) cdt Ca with 2/506 Abn Inf (-) on 3 Jun to secure Hill 1043 (YB 6832)
and odt RIF to NW and West.

be Phase Il:

(1) Continue offcnsive operations West of Ban Het to cngage and destroy
the 325C NVA Division. Swoop draws and suspected base areas West of Ben Het.

(2) Prepare to release 1/5C6 Abn Inf to 3/101st at 030600 Jun 68.

(3) Prepare to move 1/35 Inf to Polei Kleng on 5 Jun anc CHOP to 3d Bde,
Bde on closure,

(L) Prepare to airlift 2 Co's, 1/22 Inf to Polei Kleng on 6 Jun.

; (5) Prepare to relieve 3/187 Abn Inf in Dek Pek with Bn (-2 Co's) o/a
Jun,

Ce FPhase ITI:
(1) Relieve 3/101 on Rocket Ridgo and ansume control cf 3/101 AO.
(2) Socure FSB's 1, 3, 5, 6, 25, 29, and 30.
(3) Protect Dek To and Dak Pek.
(L) Cdt RIF opns within capability.
3. 3d Bdo, 101st:
a, Phase It
(1) Reloaso 2/506 Abn (Inf (-) to lst Bde 2 June.

(2) Protect Dak Pek with Bn Task Force.
30
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FRAGO 3-68 ‘to OFORD 11-53 (MATHINS) (Cot) '.
b, Phase IIs o
(1) Assume OPCON 1/506 Abn Inf 030600 June.
(2) Coordinate operation along comnecting boundaries with 423 ARVN Regt.
(3) Prepare to receive 2/506 Aln In.f (-) o/a & Juns
(4) Preparo to extract 3/187 Abn Inf.from Dak Pek.
¢e Phase IN1:
Prepare to revert parent unit control o/a 8 Jun.
4. Coordincting Instructions
Oma overlay (Annex 4) etfective‘ 0306008 Jun.
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Copy’ of Sopies
Dak Tn, RVN
080800 June 68

FRAGC Li-68 to OFCRD 11~68 (MATHEWS)

1. TF MATHSWS continues to pursve NVA forces West of Ber Het and SW o Dak To
ard continues to protect Dak Pek with 1 Bn Task Force,

2. 18t Bde:
a, (nnt preseat men of destroying units of 325C NVA Div in AQ.

b. Relieve 3/101st units in Dak Pek with Pn Task Ferce and assume OPCON
AO CHER(KEE on R Jun, Protect Dak Pek nnd destroy enamy forces in 4O CHEROKEE.

¢s Bxploit B-52 strikes vic FSB 28 with minimum force of 2 companies on 9
June

4. Relieve 1,505 Abn Inf on FSB 5 and FSB 6 beginning 9 Jun.

e. Assrme JPCCN 3/101 AO vic Dak To cn crcer,

f. Exploit B-52 strike.;s vic Hi11 1043 (YB 7630) with batiolion force on order.
3. 2d Bde, 10lst:

a8, Depley from L0 MATHERS 9-11 Jun.

t. Reloase OPCON AO CHEROKEE to 1st Bde 8 Jun.

c. Ralease OPCON .iQ vic Dek To to 1st Bde on oxrder,

d. Revort II Field Force control on doparture Dak To.
Lo COQRDINATING INSTRUCTION ¢

Sortie schoduls for departure’3/l0lsts

9 Jun - 50

10 Jun - 50

1 Jun - 14
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