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CONFIDENTIAL
fDEPART1LW OF THE Ax1MY

HFADOUARTERS 4TH IFK FRY DIVISION
APO San Fr ncisco 96262

AVDDH-GC-P 13 June 1968

SUBJECT. Combat Operatlons After-Action Report

Commanding General
4th Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96262

1. (U) NA-IE AND 'TPE OF OPERATION: Operation MATHDS. Offensive Operations.

2. (U) DATES CF OPEATION: 242000 May 68 to 121500 .'une 68.

3. (U) lOCATION: Kontm Province, RVN. Maps, Vietnam, scale: 1/250,000, sheets
No &-4, 48-8, 4 9- 1

D 49-5. See Tncl 1, Operations Overlay.

4., (U) CONTROL HE DT RTIS; Headquarters, TF ifATHTW. i

5. (U) REPORTING OFFICERS:

a. BG Don R. Hiclgnr, Comanding General, TF MATHEWS.

b. COL Joseph Fix III, Commnding Officer, ist Bde, 4th Inf Div.

c. COL Lawrence L,, Nowery, Cowmanding Officer, 3d Bde, 101st A:n Div.

6. (U) TASK ORGA'NI7ZATION: Inci 2.

a. &isW Situation Prior to OperatlIon M ITHEWS.

(1) In late April, Heqtartersl, IM, 325C Division, with at least tuo
eubo inate regiments, movd into Ow ri-border area west of EN HET. It
began conducting operations In early ft, the tsut significant being the10
May attaok on C and D/3/8 W at FW 25. TLhftllence gained from Pl a,
rall ers and dokument during the first th' wak In Xay idemtified the
325C Divl,1on and its dubor'dnate wuitem, I(D a d 95C, with a total
Strength of at lest 60M, In Wftm, It wa lwned that the 325C Division
probably possessed arments not pr iwuly emoyed by the NV.. in the 4h

NMUOMU AT) 13 YM WW3AL5;NCIOASIU £11 I? VIgilS.

N Mxo 5210
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SUBJECT: Cobat Oper-tions After-Action Reoort 13 June 1968
Division IX); i.e., tanks, 1Omd 105hm artillery. Itas also determihedthat the eneW' s immediate objective was BDN HET. This altuatioa eistod atthe time TSK FORCE MATHM1S began operations on May 24th.

(2) &nky Composition, Disposition and Str-ngth Prior to OperationIkATHEWS:

UNIT 
DISPOSITION

3250 NVA
MQ and Support 2200 

YB 750300IOID Regt 2150 
YB 84286950 Regt 1800 
YB 795 i 5120th Sapper &r 250 YB 7503040th Artillery RegtHQ and Support 200 
Tri-Border A'eaK-33 B 300 YB 896179

b. Ehem Activity During Operation MATHEWS
(1) On 25 May 2/C/2/1 Cay made contact on Hwy 512 (vB 903274) withan unidentified enaW unit which attacked from the northwest, resulting in47 NVA KIA. Ch 25 May at FS6 29 (YB 939223), A and C/1/8 Inf were attackedfromfthe south, south-southwest and wet by elements of the K-.4 Eh, 95CRegt, resulting in 149 NV/I, KIA.

On 27 Ma- reliable intelligence reports indicated the movement of anunidentifie NVA division headquarters element into the vicinity of DAKY EPKSpecial Forc3s Camp. This division was believed to be the 2nd NVA Div,whlch had overrun two Special Forces Camps just north of the 4th DivisionAD dur"Lg the eriod 9-11 i4y. It was nct known that elements on thedivision accomanied the hoadquarters element. TASK FCRCE MTHEWS instituteda a btained air strike effort in the area, in conjunction with reconnaissancein force by two b'taaior of the 3d Bde, 101st Abn Div. Subsequent recon-naissance and other intelligence indicated that the enemy force had apparent-ly withdrawn temorarily into iaos,
On 30 May on Hill 990 (fB 817248) D/3/12 xnf was attat1 1 ed from thenort, northwest and weet by a large enoW force, bal~ived to c6nsist ofelem~its of the K-1 Ba, 1011D et, resulting in 43 YVA KTA (BC). It wasbelieved that tt& sni.s ca altiee 'awe at lei-xt thre-z times as kkth asthe body c6unts rt he'w.. able to rdove most of them uafore tkW oou3dbe counted, Or, 3 June,-at YB 794274, lot Battalion, 35th Infantry wasattacked from t.:-,t rth, west and south b7 an estimated ensw battalion.Sweep of the area aroud'the perimeter fowd 4 NVI Wk (DO) and many partsof bodis and drag mare Ibequtn search of a bq*e com-l whichincluded a modical facility at 7B 7827 wdeal~d 18 edditienal NV bodiesin ah&llow graves. This attack was the last of fcive action by the 3:aC
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ACONFIDENTIAL
AVD :4 -P13 June 1968

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After-Action Report

Div; following it the enemy began a gradual withdrawal tyward the border.
The 101D Regt is believed to have withdrawn northwest of Hi4y 512 into laos,
while the 95C R~gt moved southwest of Hwy 512 into Cambodia. On 4 June
on Hwy 14N (ZA 209550) a convoy was ambushed by elemcnts of the 4th 13,
24th Regt. The convoy was relieved by elements of 2/1 Ca , resulting in
39 NW 'CTA. Identifiction of the 4th E, 24th Regt in the ambush nxea by
captured documents confirmed the movement of this unit into the area north
of KONTUM City near Hwy 141. The 24th Regt continued to co:-titute a sig-
nificent threat .to friendly lines of coumication in AD I LTHEWS beitwecn
KOINUM City and TAN CNM.

On 10 June D!J( PEK Special Forces 6amp and B and D/1/22 Inf received
intense attacks by'fire, i- which the ermey. employed 60 ind 82rm mortar
fire, 75mm RR fire, and 122im rocketw. In addition; B/1/22 Inf at YB 9106 7
received a ground assault with small arms, grenades, &nd fMhmcthrowers.
The attacking force was probab]y a reinforced company. The size of the
unit making the attAck, as well as the weapons employed in the ground attack
and attacks by fire, indicate that major e-ments of the 2d NVA Division
ha probably returned to t1v DIMA PEK area t renew offensive.

(2) Enemy Compostion, Disposition and Strength Ecountered During
Operation MATHS:

UNIT STREGTH DISlTION

325C NVA Div
1 01D Regt 1430 YB 8124
95C Regt 1425 YB 8322
120th Sap-,er 125 Both of the above locntions

Bn

2d NVA Div
U/I R gt 2000 YB 5167

24th Regt
lth Bn 350 ZA 2095
5th 3n 375 ZA 189q

4OIth xrty Regt
K-33 En 300 YB 9216

c. Chtracteristios of the :Aree of Operations:

(I) Wather: Mst eve y day of, Operation MAT [JMS saw he"vy rain-
fall; wwailly ta 1i &4sgisse'*&% in the morning, giving away to
numerous afternoon ainshovwo. ftattered low clouds, bcses of 300 to
500 feet, and souttet W-& mn c uaW above 1000 feet were eVerienccd
during o,,,.rl orning howe. Broken cumulus and seattered cumalonimbus

3
CONFIDENTIALi



CONFIDENTIAL

AVU)H-GC-P 13 June 1968
SUBJCT: Combat Operations After - Action Report

and ceilings of J.000 feet (obscurin , some peaks) occurred durina late
afternoons and evenrn s. Several fog' y monings limited visibility to
3 foggy morningq.

(2) Terrain: Tie western portion of KONTUM Province from the
border to the enntern end of A I is2'i ca-'-ctercd by ruge d mowLim
surrounding a small central basin area. The highest peoiks reach over 1400
meters while ranges in the west and south average 1035 meters. Vegetation in
the mountainous areas consists of very heavy double to triple canopy forest.
The undergrowth in most areas is very thick brush mixed with bamboo. Some of
the higher elevations have very light undergrowth. In the mountainous areas,
there are scattgred out-croppings of mixed largo stones cnd stone cliffs. There
are natural stone caves in such areas. S&table natural landing zones do not
exist in the mountainous areas. The centrel basin area Ias iuodwrote relief
averaging from 650 to 660 meters. Vegetation varies from single canopy hervy
forest with very thick undergrowth to scattered low trees with thick grass and
mixed brush undergrowth. Lower areas near streams have heavy brush ?rrzs.
Large stands of bamboo are scattered throughout the basin area. Su:.table
natural iandJng zones can be found in some areas. Principal drainage is pro-
vided by the MAK PC09 River, which flows south through the area. Many smaller
tributaries dissect the entire area. Dep ravines are found throughout the
mountainous aren while rice paddy choked streas meander and criss-cros through
the basin area.

(a) Observation and fields of fire: Observ.tion and fiels of fire are
artrmely limited L the mcjntainous areas due to the very heavy vegetation.
Some vantage points, howver, do exist which petit observed direct and in-
direct fire into th: low areas. Observation improves in thc lower areas and
along the IAK M XO Valley wbere scattered open areas and lighter vegetation
offer lees restricted fields of firc.

(b) Cover: Good cover is availablo throughout the mountainous area
where may doep ravines. largo roc)s, heavy forest, and natural caves provide
protection from both Airstrikes and artillery fire. In the central basin arca,
covcr from indirect fire and airstrlkos can only b cbtaiad from bkukors and
tunnels.

(c) Concoc-Inent: Conconlment is excellent in the heavily forested
mountainous areas; air observ'tion of ground activity is imsoesible except
in aivas whorn heavy bombing has removed the vsgetation. The oentrl basin
area provides much loss conceolmontj air obearvation vailes from good in the
lightly fe-ostod areas to axcellent in the open areas.

(d) ObstaclesI The majoritr of the AO, exnept tr the basin area cast
and south of M HD Is ehwraoUArWed by tep ()) elopes, Paz forest,
and donse vegetrtion. In the owtm setion of the area, the DA IO r
presents P formidble borrier to vchiaula and foot traffic. Mhe beieoo in

O 4
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Avmli-oc-P .3 June 1968
SUBJECT: COmbat Operations After - Action Report

the ares eazt and south of MN HET is thick and difficult to traverse.
IOti I:is 3atly restrict foot movwunt to existing rou.d a'd/or trail

netWorkS alU for all practical purpoes channclizos vehicular movement to
High.-ay 512.

(e) Key Trrain: In addition to frindly fire bases the foljowing,
arecs are criticals

1. Bridges vic YB 943238 and ZB 156053.

2. High ground vic ZB 0126 and YB 9969.

3. Ridge-high ground vic YB 9222, ZB 04.16 anC ZB 0011.

(f) Avenues of Approachs The main avunues of approachk into the axrc
are provided by Highway IN, Route IhN, Route 512 from the west, a ncwly
constructud eneny road twoard EDM HR frcm the vest. and the DAK SIR cnd
DA HO'DRAI Valleys from the south. A major trail enters the area from tho
west vicinity YB 730368. (Seo Appendix 3).

1. Highway 14N as far north as TANH CAIH is an improvod, hard-surfaced,
two Tane dirt road trafficable ta wheeled and heavy armored vehicles e copt
frm inid-June-to late September when the low areas become impassable. North
of TANH CANH it is unimproved dirt road, impassable to vehicular traffic.

2. Route 512 enters the AD from the west vicinity YB 7527 and continues
to tZe east through N 1T and DAY TO to TIM CANN where it meets Highway
14N vicinity YB 063225. This route has grnerally the same characteristice as
1W, but it is impassable from YB 75070 to YB 802238 dae to heavy bombing.

3. A newly consfructed ene road enters the AO from the west -ic
B 70219 and connects with Route 532 vicinity YB 803238, The road, con-

structed by hand labor, is hard-packed dirt and a-vrages four to five motors in
width. The road follows terrain contours and has no drainage ditches. Due to
havy bombing the road is impastrl% frow 7B 78L227 to YB 803238. If rpairs
are made, tids rrAto osd proud, a high' spew armor approach to B3 MrA.

, The river valleys from the soth provide excellent avenues of approach
for n stx mvement. Conce ment frcm aerial observation, however, is
lacking in many areas.

(g,) Ufects of Viwbr ca Terrains Soil ccnditimE varr from mcist and
fairly tfirm in the bigh mountains to saturated Ad etre y mWWy in the
aetral buln rmea. iMdh egtation md vwy slick, steep slopm preset a
definite i"W nmt to foot ad v hcula traffic. Many wateravys, especially
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AVDM-OC-P 13 Junc 1968
SUBjRXT: Combat Operations Uter - Action Report

the DflC PKO Hivar due to the swelling caused by the rains and dra:iLge,

become unfordablo during this period."

d. Attacks by Fir. on Frlundly Positions by Type.

6omm mortar 10
82mm morta 42
7.5mm H. 4
100m Gun 0
1Cirm Hoiltzor 4
222mm Rocket 3
12(mm mortar 3

e. Mining Incidonts.

Vehicles it mines 3
Mines dscoverod 2

f. Captured Enemy Weapons.

Unit Small Arms Crew Served Weapons

1-8 Inf 41 15
1-22 Inf 3
3-8 Inf 1
3-12 Inf 65 3
2-1 Cav 22
1-35 mt 6
1-506 Thf (Aibn)
2-506 mt (Abn) 4
3-187 mt (Abn)
7-17 Air Cav

Total Weapon.s Captuxv 160

6
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A i-GC-P 13 June 1968
SUr-CT: Cubat Operations After-Acton Report

g. kEno Casualties,

Unit KM, (B Count CI

1-8 In 149
1-22 Inf 5
3-8 mt 9 3 (2-Retuzneo)
3-12 Inf 72 3 (1-Roturneo)
2-1 Cav 90 1
7-17 Air Cay 5

IP506 Inf (Abnl 0
2-56 Lif (1
3-187 Thf (Abn) 0
LRPB 6

8. (C) SIO

a. TF MAATHL was ac-Avatod tot

(1) Conduct reconnaizsance in force opornticns and ioc.te =c, destroy
eney forces in AO YATWS.

(2) Destroy the 3250 NVA Dvisio in accordance with OFORD 11-68, Hs

4th Infantry Division, dtd 24 My 1968.

(3) Protect DU PIZ and EMI BET USSF Campo.

(4) Protect 1' boo. Camp.

(5) Se-uro L withi AD A .

(6) Be prapared to reoiev./rinforoe 42D ARYN Regiment.

b. Letter of Botructim to 0G, TI NAMTH= is at Inclomr 3.

9. (C CGC(MPT Or

a. Task Force KAUSM va fomd with 2 brigades in ruaponse to the
movement cf mijor unita of the 3250 UTA Div in toord I BT M W W Can
fr the wet. To d .taoy the "t At m,, lot Brigade, 4th lnfantry Division
attacked on D-1Dy (fl W -.0 68) W -t5 Wt mo 3o~at asita1ts by two bat-
talioo tU soure oltec MM 10,F31) and objectiv. WYON (lB 8124).
3d Wigade, 101at Aone aLAw at H + 3 hours with a ono bat-
talion combat assault to voeure 6 ive CAJDDhAL (YD 8218) southwost of

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVDDH-GC4P AVDDHCO- 13 June 1968
SJBCT: Combat Operations After-ctn Report

BEN B{T. One CSF company began reconnaissance in force at H+2 hours from B3TI V'.

west northwest toward Hill 705 (YB 8526) to find ond destroy NVA weapons uoit'onj
and assembly aras. lst Bde continued the offerijve on D+1 with a battalion-size
combat assault to secure objective CO BS CR, Y (YF 8327).

b. In order to block the ! }200, Valley approach to DAK '0 and T.. CM.AH
from the north, 42d ARVN Regiment deployed one battalion hy air essaiLlt northeast
of DAK T on D-i (26 May 68). The 23d ARUr Ranger Battalion was dTloyed bo innin
D-1 (26 May 68) to securo FSB's along Rte 512 and the high ground north of D K TO.
Convoy routes were secured by armored cavalry units supzorted by arn-ad helicoptars
and air cavalry.

c. CSF operations at BE14 HET and DAK F.A. were coordinated with Tnsk Force
operations and were integrated into the overall offensive plan.

d. One battalion, as Task Force reserve, was initially prepared to ox',loit
contacts in either brigade area and/or to secure objective FOSTjR (YB 7829) on
D+3. 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne was prepared to roinforce Ci4! 3A& a.d/or ._
FMK ULSF Camps should the enemy threat require.

e. All offensive operations were supported by B-52 airstrikes and massive
artillery preparations prior to assaults by infantry. Immediate tactical zir
support, B-52 strikes, and artillery were erployed thro ghout Operation iDT kUS &0
neutralize enemy weepron and destroy ene forcet by fire and as close surport.

f. Ihclosure I, Operations Overlay.

10. (c) PCUTION:

a. General.

(1) Operation NIAT; .s s Initiated by Task Force ' .S at 242000 May 68
with Ist Brigade, 4th Infantr, Division 4d 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne l"viicn
under the Command of the Assistant Division Cuomnder, 4th Infantry Division.
The area of operat!.ons encopassed A0 SPAATZ (DAK TO) and AO CH RCK1C (1.,0(, P
and included R:i KWIt, DAS,8 ! aG w DAK PU U M Camps. 3d 'Irigade, ,01st :. 1-
borne Division close4 uq.4 V-130 .4rcraft n 26 May with 3 battalions.

(") On 27 a (D-4) 34 Bigads relieved let 3rigade of responsibility for
the AO east of 3 K3T, $t hripdo aiia'au1Wt.1 4th 2 cocW. ies. 3d Battalion,
8th Infantry at 1003 hfowe to ecure Objeative DI$G (Hill 900) and with 4 com-
panies, 3d B.ttA2 -*1Vh atI T 1 reto -ecure Objective B;.O',J ( ;ill
990). Bothbj 46 j W contact. The command and con-

trol aircraftj i~rcd now fire an-"made afrelanin stfaf &W ioret wa~re Hcr e T n
injured and "it'IM hrS (H*2)s ..,HTC

comipany begn~ a 705 nrthwest of BZN Wf~. i~t I"4

'.8
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AVDDH-CC-P 13 Jue 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After-Action Report

hrs, let Battalion. 8th Infantry under OPCON 3d Brigade, assa-lted and secured
Obj CARDYKAL (Hill 889) uith 2 -uj4,pan- ,o without incident. Upon securing initial
ovjectives, 1st Brigade units began conducting, reconnaissance in force townrd the
v ambodian border with n ii.sici to engage and destro, enemy forces. From Objective
UMaDIML, 3d Brigade controlled the southwest approach toward BI .,T by conduct'ng
extensive reconnaissance and screening operations around Hill 889 and along the
approach toward the northeast.

(3) On 28 May 68 (D+1), 1st Brigade continued to attack with a combat assault
by 3 companies, T:st Battalion, 35th Infantr- to secure Objective CO"P3S CJ> X, and -
search possible NVA staging or storage areas in the draws uest of P.;-;! .Lf.

(4) Based on the major threat to DkK P1 K which developed on D-Day from units
of the 2d NVA Div, 3d Brigade deployed on 28 May 68 (D+I) with a Brigade CP, 2d
Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry. 3d Brigade assumed OPCOr of -,0 CH.l2OKi- with
the mission to protect DAK PEK and to destroy 2d INA Division forces threatenin,
DAK PK,'. .ith the deployment of the remainder of 3d Battalion, 187th .irborne
Irfantry on 29 May, 3d Brig de established control of the high ground control -g
DAK PIK to the west and north and began a series of airmiobile combat assaults to
exploit B-52 airstrikes and engage 2d WgA Division forces. Airstrikes, artilltry,
and positioning of infantry on key terrain resulted in the enenq forces withdraw-
ing into LAOS. Upon withdrawal of the major enemy forces, 2d Battalion, 506th
Airborne Infantry was deploed bac-: to :1 TO on 2 June.

(5) After the enemy attack on the 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry mortr base
at Hill 990 on 30 1zy, A Compan.y, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry reinforced 1Iil 990
and began extensive sweep operations around the base. 1st Bri.ade continued to
push toward the west with 3 battalions searching the ridges and draws alonc ap-
proaches leading from the west.

(6) 23d ARVN Ranger ;attalion and 2d Battalion, 42d J,1VD (-), under O7CC
42d AR!W Regiment assumed responsibility for the area north of Rte 512 ar'c onst
of FSB 25 (YB 8829) beginning 28 May. 42d ARVN Regiment retained responsibility
for securing FSB 13 (YB 9125), FSB 3 (YB 9523), FSB 30 (YB 9726), and n;,intaJnin7
one company on the ridge north of D.AK TO.

(7) On I June 68, Ist Battalion, 22d Infantry assa'ult-d with throe companies
to secure Fill 905 (YB 7921) and block the southwestern escape route from BEN NET,
FEB 29, and F3B 15, The battalion conducted reconnaissance in force northwcst to
Hill 947 (YB 7724) and operated %stride a well used IIVA route from Cambodia. 'o
enemy contact was made.

(8) On 3 June 68, 2d Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry, under 1st Prigade
control, secured Hill 1043 (YB 3332) with an air assaul and began reconiiaissance
operations northwest to Hill 1191 then seuthwcst to FS3 18 (YB 8531) and west to
aearch the DK SU Valley ap roach towerd BXN HET. No contact was made with the
enen7.

9
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AVDDH-rC-P 13 June 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operations after-Action :?erort

(9) As the lot Brigade maneuvered to search the routes --d susp.ted asso-mbly
areas between BEN F T and the -Cambodian border, it was ap:,arent that the 325C Di-
vision had withdrawn from the battle area to ,ard the west. Light cont: cts with
small DVA covering forces were made and several battalion sized bases w' re secured
and contaminated with CS chemical.

(10) The 4th Infantry Division offensive west of POLI KL required that
TF AT!7TS release Ist T attalion, 35th Infantry to 3d Brigade, 4th Infantr'; Di-
vision on 5 June.

(11) On 8 June let Brigade assumed responsibilit" for 40 Ci ROOK ., ti d oloy-
ed the Ist Battalion, 22d Infantry to DAK -..J( to relieve the 3d Battalion, 187th
Airborne Infantry. 3d Brigade began deployment out oT AO I: .TN{ J i by airliftin:
the advance party with five C-130 sorties. 3d Batta]J.on, 187th Airbornu lnfantr
departed on 9 June with the brigade C? followed on 10 June by 2d Battalion, 506th

Airborne Infantry. Ist Brigade resumed responsibility for nll of rO 37IJT ad
com:nleted ursvit operations to within 3 Kms of the border.

(12) Based on intelligence that a battalion of the 325C Division had ncved

to vic (YB 8513), let Battalion, 8th Infantry assaulted 2 companies to YF 8213
and 2 companies, lot Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry to FSP 28 on 9 JTunc. ll
companies, under cc.,trol of let Battalion, 8th Infantry, conducted a detailed
bomb damage assessment of six B-52 strikes that Preceded the combat assault. Al-
though recently used enemy bunkers and positions were located and seorched, no
contact was made nor w'ere bodies or weepors four .

(13) Early morning on 10 June an att-ack o, DAIK 7,K by IVIA forces began .ith
a battalion sized ground assault supported by mortars and rockets against the 1st

Battalion, 22d Infantry FSBS. T- - 1st Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry rernin-
ed under Task Force control as 3d Brigade (-) departed the AO. 3d Batcalion, fth

Infantry reinforced AO C1I0E on 10 June nd 3stablished positions bcth inside
and northwest of DAK P_X Camp, Over the 4(. jiour period that followed, intonse
indirec. fire attacks were received by frindly instnliations in A0 C'; N .R2.
&-52 strikes were empl6yed on eneW ps)eit tons and Again the enery withdraw to L.OS.

Combat nssaults followed by reconnaissan~o and pursuit operr.tions were conducted
throughout AO CH iO 1 to discover a-A sfeat ary remainn, enoan forces.

(14) The threat of DAX Pi;, MW i Jr and DAX TO'dij.dnished and 7t 121500
June 68, TF It, M was deactiwited a - control of tacticnl operations in the DAK

TO and DAK P K areas reverted to Itt *igade, 4th Infantry Division.

b. Following are the siAticnnt ctwtacts during Operation MATHES:

25 May B/2.,1 Cav IMPT Th O2270 3KIA 47 NVA KIA
NOT Co(+)A

25 May AC/1-8 mf K-4 a YM9222 11-KIA 149 NVA KIA
95C ROO 5 A

.T0
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AVDDH-GC-P 13 June 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operations Afte'r-Action Teport
DATE US UN-1TS -N UNIT LOCA'TIN_ U:- LO-S' c5N LOS3.S-

30 May D/3-12 Inf K-i Bn (+) YB817247 7KIA 43 NV KIA
IOID Regt 5(;IA

4 June C/2-1 Cav 4th Bn ZA208948 1 KIA 41 Nl, KIA
24th Regt 911111

10 June B/i-22 Inf UNID1T YB910677 KIA 43 NVA KIA

EST BN (*) 22WIA

C. Implementing FRAG Orders published b , HQ, TF K-.TH., IS, are at Inclos~ure .

d. Chronological summary of operation is at inclosure 4.

11. (C) SURhORTING FO!ZCES:

a. Non-organic and non-attached supporting forces.

(i) 7th US Air Force

(2) 52d Artillery Group

(3) 52d Combat Aviation Battalion

(4) 299th Engineer Battalion (C) (-)

(5) Det, 9th Air Commando Squadron

(6) Co B, Ith Psyois Battalion

b. Artillery Support

(I) Gencral.

(a) The concept of artillery employment was to provide direct artillery
support to ea'ch maneuver elenmt Pnd to evloy the relatively largo amunt of
medium and heavy artillery in reinforcing and general support roles to weight
marieuver efforts and to provide artillely support for AXt* oporations.

(b) Initially, th 6th Battalion, -9th Artillery was in diro ct support of

the lot Brigde, 4th Infantry Division. Battery C, 4th Battalion, 42d Artillcry
(105m T), Battery C, 2d BattaLion, 9th rtillery (105 T), Battery A, 5th Bat-
talion, !6th Artillery (155M SP), and Batt ries A and C, let Battalion, 92d
Artillery (155i T) re.iuilfrmsjtst tweswtle, Batt..rY D, 5th Batt,; Uon, 15th

Artillery and Battery B# 6th %ttalta% 14th Artillery were in general support.
3d Brigade of the 1O1qK£ba W deployed to 4th Div control with its direct sup-
prt artillery, the 2d Battalion, 19th Artillary (105= T), which arrived on 24
ind 25 Ki. Additional artillery (t5 SP) cloaed on 26 May and &%ttcry C, 5th
Battalion, 22d Artillery (175 SP) arr~vld on 28 Kay.

It
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations Afer-2ction Report

(2) DIVARTY established a Division Artillery Tactical. Command Post at DAK
IT 7ase oh 25 1.liy to ooordinate artillery activities in the battle area and to
inpure maMXTmL effectiveness in the allocation of gene3ral support art _dery fires.

(3) hrtillery'units conducted 24 displacements to support trncti-1 opera-
tions initially west of DAK TO and then north to DAK PEK.

(4) Extensive use wqs made of radar. Three (3) AWI,'/14P-4A counter-mortar
radars were esployed in the DAjK TO, AYA F and BEN IT areas. This aggressive
use of Q-4A radars resulted in detection of 48 mortar locaticns and c,.e 122rm
rocket location. OWe AN1IPQ-IOA counterba4tery radar wrs flown into the AO from
TUY HOA and transported to a forward fire 2ase by CH-54 on 2 June to counter the
threat of enenw artillery detected on 30 May west of DAK TO. The AN/TPS-25 ground
surveillance radar organic -o Division kt:LLer7 was displaced by air to n, forard
fire base in the DAX TO area. The TPS-2,A radar located seven groups of personn%.l
identified -o enai ranging in size from 3-21 personnel. These targets 1.ere en7g-
ed with artillery,

(5) Meteorological support was fu .*Aahed continuously throughout the opera-
tion.

(6) Kv:Umum use was mde of air observation. Division Artillery ,as au-Mnnt
ed dily by aircraft from 52d Artillery Group.

(7) Assigned, attached and operational control units during Operation
YATHWS are as follows:

(a) 6-29 Arty (105 T) DS lot Bde, 4th Div

(b) 2-319 Arty (105 T) DS 3d Bde, 101st Abn

(c) C/4-42 Arty (105 T) D3 1st Bn, 22d Inf

(d) C/2-9 Arty (105 T) DS lat Bn, 35th Inf

(e) A/5-16 .rty (155 SP) GM 6-29 Arty

(r) C/5-16 Arty (55 P) S '6- Arty

(g) D/5..16 Arty (8 SOP) 6-29 Arty

(h) ,V1-92 AIy (155 T) W 6-29 Arty

(i) C/1-2 Arty (155 T) 6-2 Arty

( ) /6.44 Art. (175 ) "1 2 YXA~M

jk) D/6-14 A** (754) 0 TOWAM

2.
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(8) Summary o amufition expenditures by caliber.

(a) 105mm 27,037

(b) 155mn 12,966

Cc) p3"1,560

(d) 175mm

MA14D TOTAL

(c) Air Support.

(1) Task Force 11ATHEMS TACv controlled tactical fighter-bombers and long-
range heavy bombers for ground elements of the Task Force.

(2) The existing TACP of Ist Brigade, 4th Infantry Division was augnented
by three Forward Air Controllers, three 0-IG aircraft, a radio control 1/4 ton
vehicle, and four enlisted men. This composite TACP was the coordinating agency
for WSAF assets in AO KATHS."

(3) Initial organizatibn of the Air Request Net wr7s that all 1st Brigade,
4th Division G3 ihmadiato and pr~planned strikes went through normal chAnnels
to Division G3 Air at Qmp Enari. 3d Brigade, 101st qirborne request immediate
strikes from TF TACP at DAK TO who then relayed the request to IFFV ar was Mon-
itored by Div G3 Air by telephone. Sorties assigned to fill these request were
controlled by Forward Air Controllers from Ist and 2d Brigade, 4th Infantrt-Divi-
sion because of the performance limitations of the 0-1 aircraft assigned to 3d
Brigade, 101st hirborne. ALO, 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division provided liai-
son between the brigade and HQ, TF MATMM.

(4) The Air Request Net was modified on 28 May when 3d Brigade, 101st jir-
borne deployed to DAK PAK. The mobile TACP of 3d Brigade, 101st was air-lifted
to PAK FEK and processed immediate requests for tactical operations within AO
CH @ME . Preplanned missiona continued to go directlv to Div G3 Air. in addi-
tion, radar-guided Combat kW Spots (CSS) were used to deliver Tep i Support
during inclement weather and for night missions.

(5) All p-eplanned strikes were backed up with CS strikes because weather
changed rapidly during the operation. These backup missions *,e-e often floim
instead of cancelliag q.flight of fighters.

(6) Weathw onditim sodpw.y afteQted Tactical Air Support during
Operation ATW.4 JLAwVa4 eal I a d w.ring og associated with the South-
West Ms comipe. * 1 uioqsA~a to the, 3*t. morning and early after-
noon holwa on apprwdwt t the period. A total of 40 preplannod

FAC misuions were diverted 40 C ea because of unfavorrble weather conditions
in the target area,
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(7) Summary of air support flown -s as follosw:

(a) Fighter missions-309

(b) Fighter sdrties-661

(c) Spooky/oonshine-8/1

(d) Summary of Damage Assessments-33 bunkers destroyed, 2 foxholes dostroyed,
4 active AAA positions destroyed, 1 recoilm rifle position destroyed, 35 N-VA
71IA (9 BC), 21 secondary explosions, 2 landing zones constructed.

(8) ARCLIMT STRflCS: Arclight strikes contributed more significnntly to
the success of Operation WMT41fS than to any previous 4th Infantry' Division opera-
tion. Emaployed in mass for the first time in this area of operations and closely
coordinated ith the scheme of maneuver and other supporting fires, they were a
major factor in the attrition of enouz forces. Since employment varied between
the DAK TO, B5 HIT and DAN PU area&, they will be described separately.

(a) DAK TO - BN MST; The concept of operation in this area c.:.lled for the
numerically inferior allied forces to occupy tsie critical terrain in the area in
strength, concentrating the Pivision neconnaissance Package in the area to find
targets for e-ploitation of the friendly preponderance of fire power. Once locat-
ed, targets wars attacked by imesed fires of all appropriate types, including
Arclights. This phase of opersIJoi employed 39 Aiclight strikes. After massive
attrition of the enew forces, and the aftrval of additional maneuver forces in
the area, simdutanous air asspulte wore td i made in the enemy's roar to cor'lcte
his destruction. These assaults were precded by a massive five day Axclight,
tactical air, and artilery proapra on in the area kmnwn to be occupied by mzjor
elements of 3250 A rvision. burl* tdb five day period there were 29 strikes,
culminating in five on D-Day on the imodiU bbjectives of the combat assaults.
These assaults wore made as scheduld, even though on D-Day events in the DS
F areb req'idred diveriion of 4i iflcavii a sr forces to that nrea. Although
large and determined eneW eonmts wore imai to hare been present in the objec-
tive area prior to the preparation phas. US Formse were able to complete three
battalion air assaults into vold anit oms on D-Dy without loss of a sintlc
US soldier. In operastio folla" the U8 attwA, Arclights contimued to be
used in mass to oompete tie eaa Let a to' utralie eneWi fires. A total
of 20 targets were attacked durng tbib p iiod, bfAgir4 the total for Operation
NATMW in thi atoe . 'ato

(b) MX PIK: Ar*Lht strikes weng ayerd in the DAK Mi area to blunt
a major eneaQ thrust at the iseU CM eM aW to provide reaction time for
reinforca mt 6rIA 6tims.. 106e "0 l'lamte Ih .Osee of this operation,
23 to 31 NaW- 11t to14 *. % oeI O fts GW tSroted to indications from
a resliable 1 1003 W6 *at mj* w fitre were threatening the
DAI PLI CSP comp. DOM'. 4M.e isgila puut~ 'a Utel of I1I Ardlights were omrploye-d,
and despite reila nbae i o w of %W* h 4we i* p *eenoe in the arm, no attacks
were made on frielm y psit , and the amu o mtly withdrew. From 11 to 14
June, after withdr4al of the bulk of the S Formse, the aon agpin threatened
the camp thy. tim in strvugM Durng this period, 2D Arelight targets were

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
AVDDF-C...
A3TW D M .- V ,L 

13 Juno 1968
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struck. Despite indications of a major enamy eff-rt to overrun the camp, he was
able to make only one ground attack on friendly- positions and ineffective attacs
by fire. In this operation, because of comarative lack of artillery support
and poor weather conditions for tactical aL support, Arclight support was
especially significant.

(c) In summary, it is apparent that the mass employment of Arelight strike s
played a major role in the decisive defeat of elements of to NPlA Divisions in
Operation 1ITHENS. ithough a4tensive efforts wore made to assess bomb damoge,
no single target strike could be proved t6 have produced dramatic results. Taken
in sum, however, the evidence of their effect is conclusive. The enemy made a
major effort during this operation, moving large forces for long distances to moss
them against numerically inferior US forces, he introduced more sophisticated
weapons systems than had been previously used in the Central Highlands, including
artillery, and probabl- armor. Despite this major effort the cenem h ahived not
one minor objective, hut paid a staggering price in casualties and damage. Friond-
ly casualties were comparatively very light considering the results achioved. The
large number of Arclights were massed in a relatively small area where th- encmy
forces had to assemble to attack their objectives, and they were never cblo to
organize a sustained attack.

d. Army Aviation Support.

(1) Aviation support for Operation MATHM was pro-tided by the organic
4th ikvn Battalion and the 52d Combat Aviation Battalion. Missions were assigned
by the Task Force Aviation Officer to support combat operations.

(2) Task Force MATHNS employed an average of 24 UH-lhs, 6 ULCs, 6 CH-47s,
and 1 CII-54 per day. This reprsents the normal commitment of two (2) Assault
Helicopter Companies and one (1) Assault Support Helicopter company. Those avia-
tion resources conducted an average of two (2) combat assaults, one (1) extraction
and one (I) secure lift daily.

(3) The following is a sunmary of operational data and support furnished
to TF ATH3iWS by the combined assets of the 4th Avn battalion and the 52d Combnt
Aiation Battalion.

%a) Total Hours 2 90 599 627 66

(b) Tntsl Sories 13499 6101 2003 102

(e) Type Missions:

CA 6128 6101
Log 5889 2003 102

1482

15
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(d) Cargo (Tons) 2300 3747 444

(e) PAX 23343 4017

e. Engineer Support

(1) Direct support was furnished to the Task Force by Company A, 4th
Engineer Battalion and Company B, 326th Engineer Battalion who supported
1st Bde, 4th Infantry Division and 3d Bde, 101st Abn respectively.

(2) Comam ny D, 299th Fzgineer Battalion, augmented by Headquarters and
Headquarters Compan3 299th Engineer Battalion, provided general support to
th- Task Force.

(3) Coman A 4th Engineer Battalion provided direct support for th,
infantry and artillery battalions of let Brigade, 4th Division performing

LZ clearing missions, cleared fields of fire, and provided technical assistance
for barrier inhtallatio. Also, L sany A 9perated a 1500 gallon-per-hour
water purification point at 13t Itigade base camp, and installed and oper.tod
a 600 gallon-per-hour unit and = HET Special Forces Cwp. Daily minesweeps
or Hwy 512 were also conducted'by Co arn , Heavy epuipment was airliftud
to provide support missions for the TF and a large TOC was built for HQ, TF
MATES at DIXK TO Base. An amrgency ASP/POL storage facility was constructed
at DAK SEAI( Special Forces Camp So support tactical operations in the Di1J PEK
area.

(4) Comsk y B, 326th Engineer Battalion provided direct support to the

3d Brigade, 101st Aixrimm., Infitry Battalons Wd B Art- Beftal4 Majer
elements of C=VW - darlj yvc with ft bripd to DAR pM, where the company
constructed fir eq; -t ae".) WMa1U 40:bee' Or three POL storage areasand three anmynitima points, Z% Wition, a I50 W allon-per-hour wnter puri-
fication unit was Metal? and operatd at 3d Br1gada Base Camp and a 600
gallon-per-how uit it DR

(5) CmI rig I and Headqartert Cuqxy, 299th Engineer Battalion (Combat)
provided getoral support to both brigdmhe and to the Task For co. Prierty
was given ifitlig* to e" awtion ot-a-se am r the 3d Brigade, ICist
Airborne, oIW18AtJf of a bripb TM ad Artielw7 !DC, four helipads using
M&I matting, twO baeloptoe rlotint eetablish4ag drainage control, dozing
out offensive poestlone, aloerag ft" of fir. and poviding technical
assaitance for the estlbliglmat at a mieal wire barrier system. Also,
elements of Coams D anaitad bkb &4040e to emftdt mincuweepe on Hwy
512, A 1D00 - I'm water pat um operated at D. TO Base in support
of the hak Fue.

(1) The 12"th S4M& 1 Battalion pmAd eomwdesations support for
Operation; WATI(U, &Md estahiMd emam losetio s with the fo32owing major
units:
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(b) Ist Bde, 4th Inf Div

(c) 3d Bde, 101st Abn Div (modified area signal center)

(d) 4t Inf Div DIV-RTY (TC)

(2) Multicharnel VHF systems wome activated on 25 Kay from 4th Infantry
Division Base Camp to. the 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division at D;K TO I
airstrip, and. from Task Force MAT1H0ES CP at DK TO Basi to 3d Be, 101st
Airborne Division at Dak To I.

(3) Upon deployment of NQ, 3d Bde, 101st Abn and 2 battalions to DAK FEK,
a VKF relay and fl( relay station were planned for. This was necessary be-
cause both the DhK TO Bc'e and DAK .,2. Special Forces Camps are virtually
inaccessible to VHV and direct FM commnications. On 29 May, FM relay was
established with OAK PM. The multi-channel systems, however, encountered
mazy difficulties which included airlift of equipment, frequency problems,
-quipment problems, and non-line-of-sight-path.

g. Pjyop Support

(1) Psychological operations were conducted in conjunction with tatic-l
operations to create dissatisfaction and desertion among WA unite.

(2) A total of 108 PSYOPS missions were flown in support of Task Force
MATH5S. These missions dropped 2,200,000 leaflets and made 140 hours cf
aerial loudspeaker broadcast. In addition, a total of 82 hours of live broad-
cast were =ode. Target areas were known and suspected enemy locations and
infiltration - exfiltration routes.

(3) During the operation, three NVA soldiers rallied to US units. These
individuals provided unit identifications, personalities and locations that
were promptly exploited by PSIOfS teams. The CHIFU OI wrote leaflets and
made tapes urging their comrades to rally.

(4) All of the ralliere told tat their reasons for rallying were B-52
strikes, suffering, and life in the Jungle.

h. Civic Action Support

(1) The civic sction progrpm already underway in AO PAATZ was con-
tinued with efforts aimed at impovmnt of health, sanitetion and living
condi'ions.

(2) Eighteen villages in AO MOM wore selected fbr the Civic Action
Progrm. A total of 154 #1*& was ode, in addition to .1450MLWDCAP visits.
A total of 5293 MlLdrew M tWU the Tout Health Program. Diagnostic
vl1nations by the sm'gwm of both brigadoe were provided to aproximately
182 people in v1.lase In the A.O.

i, Chwmi*4l Support

(a) CS Opt -ations

(1) Nuig th period Operation K&W5 chmical operations con-
Aated mainl$ of s9nt atc t br .mlex ving pamrstent CS-l.

,6, CONFIDENTIAL
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Assuming normal wilather oondilions for this time of year it is felt thzt
this contamination should last for at least 6 months. It is estimated
tbt more than 200 bunkers were contaminated using this method during the
operation.

(2) The E-8 Tactical CS Launcher was used extensively on firebase
perIM rtr during the operation. The 3-8 ves wed'on several occasions
to assist in repelling NVA attacks on such installations, The 4th DivisiOn
Chemical Section provided the 3d Brigade, lOlsth Airborne Division with 60
E- S. These items were used on defensive perimeters throughout their 0S.

(3) A bulk 08 drop was'conducted north of CWf0.OX; ' by USA? using C-130
aircraft and 500-W0 found drums of CS. The purpose of this drop was to con-
taminate the NVA road which e11ters SVN vicinity of YB 893858.

(4) -l 5e (MW.5) munitions and the newly developed BFW (Box Full of
Grenades) were used to pro~ L prior to combat assaults. In addition, the
let Battalion, 8th Int:ntry used the BOG extensively throughout the operation.

(5) During the period of Operation MTHLS the following munitions were
issued by the Division Chemical Section to units particapating in tte operation:

122 E-8 Tatical CS Launcher

50 Boxes of .JLPCS (2000 pounds)

12 .18 (AW-I.5) Tactical CS Clusters

12. (C) "

a. Summary of enuay personnel and equipment losseri.

(1) Personel:

(a) 14., IAL- 352 (BC)

Vb A CAh

(2) Weaponh3-

(a) Smal I tam - 141

(b) Crew Srv - 192

b. Su'7 f 'rlerdly persmellses.

MIft %doe
t.I _e ]i 57 64
3.4 2 ~ 1 3 2?

1-35 It t 22
1-22 Xnf 4 37 41
2-1 Cav 3 9 12
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V M IA Ltl '

Div Troops 2 3 1 6
4th Div Recap 37 246 1 7 291

UNIT KIA WIA MIA (N1I) (Non Dattle) TOTL

3-101 Abn
1-506 Tnf I
2-506 Inf 1 13 7 21
3-187 Inf 1 15 3 .9
2-319 Arty
326 Engr. . 1' 1
3-101 Recap 2 28 12 42

TOTAL 39 274 I 19 333

13. (C) AMINISTATIVL MATTE S

a. General.

(1) The concept of logistical support of Task Force N TIEWS followed the
previously established concept of logistical support of operation MLCARTHUR.
The battalionb logistical bases were co-located with the brigade's trains at
DAK TO. ine let logistic&l Commnd Forward Support Activity (FSA) at DA.- TO
continued providing Class I, III, IIIA, V, barrier materials, bath, laundry,
and graves registration to the unrs. Class II &'IV materials, less barrier,
were provided from CAWP ENARI thlui -established cupply otnnel#. Organic
elements from the DiviUn Supportbmmand (D $SWM) provided medical support,
maintenance support, and a direct exchange for personal clothing.

(2) Reoupply of forward cc pW and battalion L - bases was by UH-lD,
CH-47 and CH-54 helicopters flr the battalion logistical bases at DAK TO.
Resupply of te .FSA at DAK TO was prinarily by overland convoy from PLEDIU
Sub Area Co=.,nd utilizing time of the. Division- organic vehicles as
augmentation.

(3) To cont nue the p vouoo_"noqpt of providing supply point disribution

as far forward as 'aa.~ md~ot~ rvd an aergency resupply 10gistical
base, a small reauply o I (CRations), II, and V was
established at HAK F. Rarea ya8 7. C-54, C7A Caribou,

and C-130 air drop. Due to retriltons placed on the use of CH-47 for resuply
during the latter stageW of tlq e'ation, another mergenc recupply logistical
base waa establised at US .u.'l of thi. area was by C-130 air drop.

b. Material aid SeryrAo The IUjorit- ct the upplies conauImed during
Opration $. a i . th FSA at BA 10. In order to provid:
the requl T:e41gticll' o ~ uIy etablished ,upply levels
and objective. at the ?SA W to be

(a) C Aso Is NrJ*CNIETA

131,826 CONFIDENTIAL
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(b) Class III . Gallons issued:

_JP4AVQ43 __G D VZ

595,826 48050W 120,500 148,800

(c) Class V: Tons issued: 3,30.89.

(e) Services.

(a) Laundry and Bath Services rendered during the period:

IAUNIRY - 24, 200 ibs
BATHS - 5,825 individuals

(b) Direct Excziange Point services for the opei.ation were 1,000 sets
of fatigues and 25 pairs of boots,

(c) Graves Registration service was provided by ist Logistical Command
through the FSA at DAK TO.

c. Maintenance.

(1) Forward support of task Force WHTIS was provided by Company C,
704th Maintenance Battalion operating from the brigade trains at DAK To.

(2). Headquarters and Company As 704th Maintenance Battalion provided
back-up support' for all units and a technical supply base for all units
at CAMP ENARI. In addition, contact team were augmented with personnel and
equipment as required.

(3) During the operation, 330 work orders were processed for maintenance

requests.

d. Medical Support.

(1) Company B, 4th Medical Battalion povided a forward clearing station
at DAK TO in support of Task Force VATM8. The station consisted of approx-
imately 40 personnel and pivVided an admission and disposition facility, a
medical ward, one msd4.ol 1aborUt4 and om anmication ground evacuation, treat-
ment and dental setions.

(2) The 4th Mecal,' Btt (-) provided mdical service and manned
the 'rear clearing station at CAMP I2ARI. The .39th KJTesm provided necessary
dental support,. ,

(3) A . l su'n tf fad oonsAsted of the lth Surgioal and
71st Evacuation I.osit a P

(4) T 2d Platoon, 32d dical Depot, located in QHI NHON, furnishec

medical supplies and mslntasM iupprt .

(5) Summary of medical services provided by the clearing section at DK TO

(a) Patients seen: 1652
DWA 25 CONF:DENTIAL
Disease 20
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(b) Patients evacuated: 424

(c) Returnd to D" Ity: 33

(c) Patients seen but not admitted: 1213

e. Headquarters, Task Force MATHE!.'S was composed of the following p er
sonnel and supporting equipements

(1) Personnel: Officers 21
Enlisted men

TOTAL 59

(2) Equipment:

(a) Tents: 3 GP medium and 6 GP small

(b) Light Sets: 3

(c) Generators: 3 (5 W)
1 (3 KW - DO)

(d) Vehicles: 9 (1/4 T)
2 (2 1/2T)
3 (2 1/2 T VAS)

(e) Cot6: 70

(1) Air mtdsaoe 70

(g) Sleeping bags: 70

(h) Chair, folding: 25

(i) Tables, folding: 15

14. (0) SPEIAgUf'I'T & ZgRNQUT.

a. A flash and radar Infermation Coordination Center was established
by Divizion Artijlery survey pereonnel which combined the information from
vlmul observation posts and radar locations for target data.

b. Seledoedmunitions were employed extensively on suitable targets
during the period. ExaqpLea arm

(1) On 30 May. HilU 990 (IB 8124) received a ground attack. Firecracker
was employed in and around the perimeter with nine (9) artillery batterios
firing in support. A sweep on 31 Way revealed 43 NVA UA, 25 by artilery.
Nmmeus blood trails and drag mrks were also found lzn the area.

(2) On 1 w, an ae .al ff.twv sighted flow 10C.m field pieces in
dug-in positiona. Fire was a43iibtd resulting in 2 gun dcstroyed and a
large oeooodary exploeic. U an 2 Jw revealed I, NA bodies still in the open.
Fire tracks in the area indiAtd that Vh weapon and bodies had been recovered
during the not.

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
(3) Firecracker expenditure:

Caliber ZoreCacker

tOc 472 rds
15:: 126 rds5 rds

15. (C) LESSONS LARNED AND RCO iANDATIONS:

a. Operations

Item: Control of Army Aviation

Discussion: Operation MATHEWS utilized almost an entire ChB (Combat Avia-
tion Battalion7 on a daily basis and these assets were employed in an extrenmat
large ares ef operations. The Task Force Aviation section had two (2) FM radL
to control the Aviation elements during the day. The ;zjority of aviation rc-
sources were provided by the 52d CAB and the 52d retained command of the aviation
elements. This arrangement resulted in unacceptable responsa time to requirements
that arose during the day. In addition the TF Aviation section was unable to
function as a staff planner/coordinater because they were involved in minute-to-
minute control of aircraft assets.

OBS3.RVkTIOV: At a minimu, a forward CP of an aviation battalion is
required to centrol aviation assets and effectively coordinate with the
supported brigades. Additionally, this control element should be equipped
with a MRC-ll9 (J Ton) which would provide UW, VHF, ssb, and. F communi-
cations. This would permit the TF Aviation Seotlon to function in a plan-
ning/coordination role and provide immediately responsive command and con-
trol of the aviation units supporting ti TF.

Item: Massing Arc Lights

Discussion: Arc Lights were employed in mass for the first time in
the Division Area of Oparations ano were closely coordinated vith the scheme
of maneuver and othef fire support nmans. Thee strikes provwd to be a
major factor in the attrition ',f enewq gbrces and caused him to abandon
his mission of overrunning friendly positions at DAK PEK and in the DK TO-
?2N HET area; Althou& single in Lihts had been planned on enemy targots
previously, the grouping of sevoral Arc Lights in one area and ever short
time spvns created a devastating effect on the enn o

bWhen the enew gives indications of massing for an attack,
Arc Lights hould be used irn order to .gan pwdon advantage of the Srikes.

b, Logistics

Zem: Wooed for Aloe~U 9aldosers

a s actical opretiew In the Cntral Highlaa& require
frequent ute of kvy t ta fatuias fbr " Suport Beaoes. Tho need tO
move heavy .itww codotruatoUm Wipmt to isolated ares is apparent.
High altitude coupled with tim wason s*aon, reduces the lift capability
of the CH-54 wd restriot@ air trefsport of tto D5A and D6B to the forwardfire bases. t WO with adq p t1A, esepd. qa d A lJ.e a rnyload
reduetien; hoewvr, tho DO with kit n ert ni to the Division.
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Requests fr this equipment are submitted to IFFV and further to the 18th
Engineer Brigade.

Observation: Two D6B with adapter kit should be made an M1OE addition
to 4th Engineer Battalion to increase responsiveness to tactical requirments.

HICKMAN
BG

EMONDS
G3

TRUE COPY

'p..' . - . \ \

PRESTON (i. HOLTRY
CPT, Infrntry
Division Historian
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lpt Bde3d Bdoe 101st
HH~, lit Ed. HHC, 3-101st3-8 Imt 1-5D6 Int3-12 If. 2-506 Int1- 5 Inf 3-187 ImtA4 Engr 1-8 Lf (-)6-29 Arty (DS) 1-22 ThfC/4-42 Arty (DS6) C/2-1. Cav +TACP 2-319 Arty (Ds)

TACP

H, TF MAIMS1
B/"Arty (GS~

A/6-14 Arty (GS
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D&PARU T OF IV ABMY
HBIADQUARL~R1 4TH INF-NRY DIVmIcN

APO San Francisco 96262

! -"W-oc 24 May 1968

SUB=: Ietter of Imi ,ruction

Brig Oen Don R. Hickman
Assistant Division Comnander.A
4th Infantry Division

1. You are dosignated Comuander of Task Force Mathews effective
24Uoo May 1968.

2. Task Force Mathews will consist of your Task Force HeadquartV.rs and

the following major units':

a. Ist Brigade 4th Infantry Division.

b. 3d Brigade ist Airborne Division.

c Attached artillery and other supporting units.

3. Tou will be the Taotical Ccmxnder of the designated forces and directly
responsive to the undurped. You are charged with tho responsibility of
oam&dting operations within your assigned area of operations as directed
by this headqauarters.

4. Yaw initial mission is to d astray the 325C NVA DXvision in accordance
with OPW 31-68 R 4th WI n v, dated 24 May. A collateral mission is to
protect the Speial Foes Comp at Ben Not and the 4th Division Base at
Dak To. Additionally. you are charged with the logistical support of thc
WB ,55 arty olom ts at hk Pok.

5. !Uroct liaison and ooordlutlon ith ARVW and othor W3 agencies -md
foros not assgd to your OPOON is eutbor-sed and directed.

macl 3
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AVIE-OC 24 May 1968
SUBJCT: Ltter of Inetz'uwtion
6. Dqub'sment for addtticnal resource win be subitted to this heai-
uartM rI n tfflolent tiwe to permit timely allocation.

7e 2 ziting Vlc of ewgagem nt and ewd:ating coumand relationhipa with
USASF apply.

CUaRIM P. STONE
Wor General, USA
Conowd__e

A TRUE CoPr

PRWMT W. HDLTtRY

CPT, IUfantry
Divisim istorian

1'AL
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CIMMOOICAL SUHRY OF SIGN-IFICAI-'T EVETS

OPERATION MATHEWS

24 May HQ, TF Mathews moved to Dak To and became operational at, 242000H
My 68. *3d Battalion, 8th Infantry FSB moved from YB 971267 (FSB
#30) to YB 883291 (MSB #25) and Ist Battalion, 22d Infantry moved
from Dak To Base (ZB 004217) to replace 3d Battalion,, 8th Infantry
at YB .971267 (FS3 #30). 1-506 Infantry aid 3d Brigade, 101st Abn
Tac CP closed Dak To at 1525H.. Upon arrival, HQ, )st Battalion, 506
Infantry moved to YB 986153 (F.6B #6) and a~suired control of Rocket
Ridge.

25 May At 1015 vic YB 892270, C/2-1 Cay made contact on Nw 512, receiving
SA and B40 fire, Gunships Ttere cn station. At 1820 contact wts
broken. Results 3 3 US KIA, 6 Us WUTA, 47 1VA KIA. At 1630, Ben
Het received 13 rds 82m mortar frcn the west, landing outside their
perimeter. At 1915 hrs, vic YB 839222, FSB #29 of Ist Battalion
8th Infantry began raceiving 75 Recoilless and 82mi fire nd at 2000
they were assaulted by an estimat ed NVA Battalion from the south and
west. Fighting continued throughout the night. Spocky was employed
and drew ground fire. The NVA attack penetrated the perimeter and the
enemy still held 2 bunkers at 0445. Risults: ! US YIA, 5 WIz,, 47
NVA KIA. Ns confirmed the 101) 7A Regiment of the 325C NVA Division
condueted the attack. During tho attack on FSD #29, two nearby FSPs
were mortared, one of them with CS.

26 Ma At 0550, Dek To Base was attacked with 122mm rockets, V owevcer no
casualties were inflicted. At 1335, FS2 #29 (YB 339223) was still
receiving 75=, Recoilless ifle fire. 7-17 Air Gay observed the pos-
Ition and directed a= airtrike on it. 3d Bde, 101st Abn Tivision
closed Dak To at 1402 hrs, with a total of 122 sorties of C-130.

27 Ma At 0020 lot Battaion, 8th Infantry FSD #15 (YB 854187) received 6
rds of 6 Kmvrtar fire. I&D Companies, 3d Battalion, 8tti Infantry
and A, B, C and D Companies, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry conducted
heliborn aj aults to bhgin th% attack northwest of Ben Hot (YB 8i3257),
At 1255 k Oompay, 3d jattalici., 8th Infantry exchanged fire with 4-5
NVA at YB 872294 with negative retuults. At 1035 hrs --,t YB 814248, k
Company, 3d Battalicn, 12th Infantry made conti-ct with Cn trxLnmwn size
eneuy forte. Roeult ' 2 U WIA, )O NVA IA. At 1604, CSF :x Hot
contacted n estim;%tod VVA CoaNy in bunkers. Tao Air and artillery
wore employed. 3d hegade, 303st Abn was alerted at 2230 to move 2d
Bsttalion 50j6th Inf-wt17 t0 flk A* (n-951680).
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28 May At 0237, FSD #29 (YB 839223) received 20-22 rounds of mixed 60-2w
mortar fire that resulted in one US KI and 2 WIA. At 0645, the ad-
vance party of 3d Bde, 101st Abn departed Dak To enroute to Dak Pek.
B CWMpany, 2d.Battalion 506th Infantry began moving to Dak Pek at
0820 by CH-37 and G-7A. One section of 155ma Arty (A/1-92) and one
l0 mm (B/-319) battery mov-ed to Dak Pek and closed at 1120 hrs. At
1010 hris, a FAC aircraft crashed at DEk Pek Airstrip due to power
failure. The pilot was evacuated to lak To. A, B, & C Companies Ist
Battalion, 35th Infantry combat assaulted to YD 835280 to continue
the attack northwest of Den He.,, Light contact was made near the LZ
with an unknown size eneo force.

29 May At 0900, let Battalicui8th Infantry FSB #29 (YB 839223), received 6
r omds of 60Wa mortar, all oubside the perimeter. Airstrikes on the
suspected mortar location produced a large secondary explosion. 3d
Battalion, 187th Abn Infantry completed airlift to Dak Pek at 1215 hrs.
At 1410, a squad from C Company, let Battalion, 22d Infantry exchanged
fire with an estimated WA squad vic 7B 928268. C Company reinforced
the squad and employed Tac Air and artillery. HQ, ist Battalion, 22d
Infantry mcved frm PFB #30 (YB 971267) to Dak To Base. They were re-
placed by one compary, 23D ARVN Ranger Battalion. The move was corn.-
plate at 1020 hrs.

30 Maf D CoKmAy, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry in their right defensive position
on Hill 990 (7B 8,82147) began to be probed at 0230. By 0300 the com-
.MDY was receiving wmall ar and mortar fire in increasing intensi-
ty. At 0330 Spooky arrived to support the contact. At 0500, an es-
timated..KVA battalion 1mched a round assault from the north, south
and vest. Cotact tapeed off by C530 ;mt snipers continued to harass
the ositio. Swults: 7 US K, 56 WUA, 43 EVA KIA. Throughout the
day, H1i 990 and 3d Battelion.,lth Infantry FSB 09 (7B 839223) re-
coived a total of i00 pW rounds miled 120Mu mortar, 05m howitzer
and 75= Rcoiluess Rifle fire. A Cempa, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry
v" Al i 4. ti%'+ 1l 11990Q *e -rwino~, -however the NVA attmupted 'to
interdict the lift with 1O%-. and 7%- hocLl&* RLE1, RaixSnor ment
Ws completed at 311430 Ow. At 1240 be, D Company, 3d Dattalion, 12th
Inantry outpost obs rd 4 NVA approaching their position. Rowults:
1 NVA VA, 3 f 4 to tho north.

31 YAW At 0012 - %52 I. bwAnw, fh WAltwy 11B #25 (Mr 887291) received
total of 17 " 0 at M moiW fU-0.0 4U outside the perimeter.
At 24.? A Ow~ ]At Mutalt- 50kth Ddf.tz7 located 'at 7813 #5
(YR 9151M8) Vrded M jVf " Wrtar fire frow the southwest, 311
Of VL ob AW* oiult tUs pulaster. From W~5-104.3, 0Couiaz D9 3d
Btt*lion, Ift& WM*W CU 3.11 "0 Moed &pra.t.2i& 12-15 rounds
h Mrtor f MW f*Md oa t~o so 0t off mortar iEition that was
'tozd I& a bW .Sr kenibs18 I 3 5 VI. At 1800 vic YD) 865178, an
.23 be3.oc*w oWs und t * rem=. The re, was ewtrac-
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1 June During the first lift of Company A, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantryls
combat assault to YB 791219, a UH-lH crashed into the 1Z rocuiring
elements be inserted into the alternate LZ. The crew was uxtrkctod
with 1 individual injured. At YB 855268, Comi.jpA;j D, 1st Dati, uicn,
8th Infantry found two NVA bodies estimated to be two-three months
old. At YB 886296, Company C, 3d 3attalion, 8th Infantry found one
11VA body estimated to be one mcnth old. At YB 676293, Comopanios 3
and D, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry captured one NVA who identified
his unit be he 18th Transportation Battalion, 101D Regicnt, 195C
NVA Division. r" Hoi Chanhs .walked into FSB #25 at YD 80"7291. One
US was wounded frN company A, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry when F2
#29 (YB 839223) rec~ved 60 romda of suspected lOCmm artillery fire.
At YB 828206, a patrol from Company B, 1st Battalion, 22d Inf':_ntry
exchanged small arms fire with seven NVA. The patrol withdrew amd
artillery was employed, Vhile one US was wounded. At YB 841212, the
Reconnaissance Platoon, 3X Battalion, 12th Infantry found one INVA KIA
estimated to be three days old. At 1421H, a Hoi Chanh walked into
FSB #29, identifying his unit as 4th Battalion, 102d Regiment, 325C
NVA IJviion. At YB 830193, he Aero-Rifle Platoon from Troop 3, 7th
Squadron, 17th Air-G&valry recovered two US MIA from downed light
vbadrvbi*n helicopter of 24 May, Individuals were ccnfirmed KIA.

-- 'At the same Iocation, the Aero Rifle Platoon observed ten VUA K(IA
estimated to be two-three days old. HQ, ist Battalion, 22d Infantry
moved from Dak To base to FSD #iZ (Uen Not) closing at A05 hcurs.

2 June At YB 808278 Company A, 1st Battalion 35th Infantry Battalion rcceived
25-30 rounds of 82mm mortar fire resulting in two US WIA. At YJ 604303,
Company B, 2d Battalion, 506th Infantry (Airborne) made contact with
an NVA platoon in bunkers. The enemy eployed small arms, autoatic
weapons, unknown tyde mortars, and 75mm rocoilless riflo wounding
11 US whil,: ten NVA vero killed. A~t )M 646221 thae Rec.nnaisonnce Pla-
ton f'om 3d Battalion, 12t. Iz ifantri found one irl, KIA with two -41
rocket launchers and seven ]3-4O rockets. iatcr,the sz'0c R ucnnaisSance
Platoon found one NVA killed by artillery at Y3 847223. A 9atrol from
Con ncy A, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry fcunO. two NVA bodies Lt Y3
839223. The CP of the 3d Dde, 101st Abn and thu 2d Battati.c *
Infantry (Abn) (,) m d from D&V Pek I-- Dak To Base, closin: at 1750
hours.

3 June At YB 818299, the point element '1rm Comp-any D, 3d Batt:.!ion, 8th
Infantry received small arms fire Zr.= an estimated 12 Individua'
resulting in two US vounded. In the same area, Comoarq D, 3d Bat-
taion, 8th Infantry fLund one NVA body in a gravw. 1=n Range )atrcl
iC found two NVA bodies killed by air or artillery. 2d Dattali(n,
506th Infantry moved thoi.r FSB from Dik To Pn.e by convoy to FSU #13
(YB 919255).
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4 June A truck from the 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry struck a mine wound-

ing one US at YB 886270. At ZA 208948 a ncrth bound cc.nvcy was ain-
bushed by n estimated NVA Company from the eant nd west side cf
Hgway J14N. Troop C, 2d Squadron, ist Cavalry Regiment, Conpany
D,, 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry and ten gunships from the 7th -
Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry, 4th Aviation Dattalion, an' the 52d
Aviation Battalion provided support. Air strikes %ere employed.
(ne US was ki:Led in the contact, eight US wounded, and 41 1VA
were .IM. Companies A, 13, and C, lot Battalion 35th Infantry
received a probe on their perimeter at YD 79427t by an ostinrart.d
two NVA companies, killing three US, while 23 US were wounded.
sweep around the perimeter found a total of two !WA bodies. At
YB 883303, Company A, 3d Jattalion, 8th Infantry found one 1FTA
body at 7B 883303. At YD 786271 Company D, 3d Dattalion, 12th
Infantry engaged an eatimated two compary NVA force wounding fnur
US. Compan C, 3, Battalion, 12th Infantry engaged five NVA And
killed two at 1)3 88303. Compar A, let Dattalicn, 506th Inf>-ntry,
YB 935188, received 20 reunds of 122am mortar fire, all of which
landed outside tbS position. Counter mortar fire produced a secondary
Oxplcaiou at MB 942 16 7. At 1915, an ambush frcm Comniany C, 3d 3att .!-
ifo, 6th InfautryT3 6u303,arabunhed 5 NVA, killin.F two NV.,,.

5 June At YB 80U73, Companies 2 and D, Ist 3at-aiion, 6th Lf,.itry rcceivud
sporadic small arms fire resulting in cne LVA KIA. The Rec, nns nce
flateon from the 3d Battalion, 3th Infantry found twc INXA bciie a
TB 881292. Coepeniev B & C, 3d Battalion 12th Infantry swept through
an ib ndoned OMW bonker complex at Y13 786271, the site cf the 4
June contact. One 10A body, weapons, and supplies were foknd. Long
Range Patrol HA fomd one VC at ZA 088720 believer- Villed by Suooky.
2d Battalion, 42d Affy gound 2000 kg of rice at ZD 026279. Ist 3at
talion, 35th Infantry moved by air and convoy Vo Polei viler- (ZA 022)35)
and became OP=3d Drigad. , 4th Infantry Dirlsion.

6 Jum Company D, 3d BattaILon, 8th Infantry found one WA bo4- at YlP' L0 3ii,
and azother at 13 O3"O. At 13 82322, the Reconnassance Flatoon
fra 3d Dattalm-n, I2M Infantry captured one wounded WA. P-.av-duni
indicatod Wia 'it w3 b-. 23d Transportaticn Cokwpary, 2d Regi'ent, 32,0-
NVA DiWsin. At TB 735227, Companies B and C, )d ;attallon, 12th
ftfantrY found a total of 18 NVA bodies in groves. In the swe area

a hosgitl cma Ith tc~n' oporiting room was loca±ted. .' ,t Y", 964Y66.
Coqay As 3d Bettalr=9 1th -Aft-try (Abn) found threc da-4-ed bull-
dOiue. Mn the SM Wta t o US wrs wounded whon an individuai from
CcW~mn A -t oppe. ca a vize.

7 :W 1 roop D,, 7tM -*,AK* 17th Air C va2lry killed throe MIA rt YD 'joK96,
At D S57243, two AM aMAgrV We kiUs when they detonated "b Tby
trup which t aW in &Vladed. Bsagntor aircrnft receivcd .50 ca'
fire fr" B 77M6. At 1100,f t Tom 052 made contact c-l m %t-
totd inserton t D 768303. ThI team w.as axtracto :ad ,,ir.trk s

wCr .IENId.
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8 JuIe lst 3attalion, 22d Infantry rolievu the 3d iattalion, 137th
Infsntry (Airborne) at Dak Pek. At Z3 170026, a northbcund
resupply convoy was ambushed by an estimated platcon size force.
Troop 13 2d Squadron, lst Q-valvy Reginent reactci' to the contact
with two platoons, wldie four gunships initially supported the
friendiy forces. One wounded 'NVA was captuired and ene NV was
killed, vhile friendly losses were three US KIA, ard four US
wounded. At YD 797296, Company D, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry
found one NVA killed by artillery or airstrike. 3d Drigade 101st
Airborne Advance Party dep rtcd Dak To by C-130 aircraft cnroutc to
Phuc Vinh.

9 June 3d B-ttalion, 187th Infantry (Airborne) departed the Area of Op-
erations enroute to Phuc Vinh. 3d Brigade CP and Company D, 2d Dat-
talion, 506th Infantry also departed enroute to Phuc Vinh and closed
at approximatey 1830 2d Bat+alion, 506th Infantry moved from FSB
#13 (Y3 906323) to Dok To Base ad .)gcn preparaticn for redeployment.

10 June A reinforced NVA company er.nloying small crms, autom:tic weapons,
hand grenades and f lame throiers initiated a ground atta7ck on
Company ist Battalion, 22d Infantry located at YB 910677. The
eziemy breached the 'erimeter and occapied three hbiuers. Company
D remained in heavy contact until 0300, with artillery and Spooky
supporting. One W was kill a, 22 US wounded, and four NV_'. were
KIA in the contact. 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry be gan moving to
reinforce 1st ,attalion, 2'1 Infantry at Dak Puk. Dak Pok Special
Furce Camp (Y 956686) receivod an eotimatod 12 rounds of 6?vam mortar
fire, coupled Iith a ground -probe by -n cst:.mated enevy scuad sizv
force. Three CSF wore wcvndud and cne CSF was killed in the actica.
At 11 4 0, Dvhc Fek Camp -eccived cne l?2rm roaoet which landed nea7r
the airstrip. Gunt.bis f-red cn .bc suspected launch site =no

received heavy ground fire from YD 893693. Fire was returned -fd an
airstriko was employed. 2d Dattalion, 506th lafantry deployed by
0-30 from Dak To to Phuc Vinh. The movement rcouired RO sorties
and ims completed at 18c0.

.1 june Three CZ3F were woanded at Dak Fe& whcn the Special Forces Camp
received 25 rounds of 82mm mortar fire. At Y 816247, the
Reconnaissance Platon, 3d attalicen 12th Infantry found (nu

NV& body. At Dak Pek, 3d Battalionp 8th I.fantry received 10 rounds
of 82mi mortax fire that impactd 2-300 meters east of the air-
field. There were no caualtics. Two rounds of 122im rockets were
also fired from YD 920694 and landed north of the airstrip.
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12 J,_we At 5CW T Natrow relinquished operational control of AO
PT2~ and AO to loet Brigade Vth Infatry Division. AtU9367 an air rike vs eployed by a Forward Air Controler

and H r Hunter aircrat, rosilting in two NVIA killed by air. Three
US weer womned when a U-ID helibopoer received .50 caliber ground
fire a 9%714. Copan As 3d Batta3lion, 3th Inf,ntry received
.12 roinds of m h ortaw fire at ir 913713, killing two US and
woadize three w. atween J -2141O Dak Pek received ten 122mm
roket on the airstrip. cider 12 observed 6 rocket positions -t
ID 8Q735 that were occupied I positions were dastroyed by airstrikes.
QoDRe* A, 3d Battalion, 0th Infaatry at Dlak Pok had 2 US KIA by
one 02% nortar round. A patrol from Cozpay A, 3d Battalion, 12th
Infantrr xUa contact with estimated 6 NA at YD 805271. Results:
2 NA 3A,

COIIF)ENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

copy -p± Oopieb

ak Toni .R1. .
261600 MAY 68

FUML1 J,.68 to OPORD 1-68 (Incas Gr cen)

TASK ORMIZTION:

LOUICLS3d Bdeo i0Izt

3/8 Inf 1/506 Abn mt
3/12 Thf 2/506TnW
1135 lf (&f D-D#) 3/187 Abn Inf (-)
6/29 Aty (ES) 1/22 .nf

C, 4/42 Arty (L) 1/8 :W ) (- f 270800 May)
A Df'K, Ben get CSF Plt ARVN Ranger Ba '

C, 21, Ca (-)
.Plt B, 2/1 Ca.

1. (C-) 'TF NUM contnues. opevAtions to destroy. tka 325C NYA Div and
other eneny forces in AO MAIMS by conducting a 3 battalio4 assault West,
North and 8cuthwest of Ben Hot on D-Day followed by a battalion sizod assault
on Dl1 and an exploitation asealt c/-% D+3,

2., (C) let Bd.:

a. Secura Objective 1 (Hill 990) and Objective 3 (Hill 900) with
simultaneous combat asouults n D-Diy.

b. Establish lialsol witi A t, Ben Hat CSF COmp and coord CS" Opn to
sWcuM Hil 705 West of Ben Net Ca p beginning H+2 brs.

c. Be propared to r cure Objective 2 en D1.

d. Be pre& d-to occure objactive 4 on D.2.

e. Be prepared to reUee OPOON 1 So to 3d de, 101st for exploitation
West of FB M1.

3. (C) 34 Bde, 101ot,

a. 3cure D*k Too 83 M long4 Xte 512s and Izii (73B) 3.

b. 8eogr* U= from Mont= to Tlk To ad k o Wast to FSB 13.

z. becue ObJective .9 (M11 889 at TB U5152) an i).hy aftter coplati
of onbat asault to Ob ctiv* 1 by lt &U.

do Be prouand to rellol/rot Z/Wd AMN A of ek To.
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FRADO 1-68 to OPORD 11-68 (aa rme) (Cont)

Go Be prepared to relieve/rin Dak Semzg and Dak N cCsF cams.

f. Bo prcopared to recoiro I. Ba# let Bde to exploit contac.ts West of

g. Be prepared to roo 21506 AbV Zuf to let BA to secure Objectivo 4
o/a D+2.

M. (C) OORGW UhAIN nommmcx :

a* D-Day in 27 hy

b. DIWJTH.

ce Subidt aviation rz U~ i4w~,tc NLT 1.700 hbe the dayr prior.

4. j~uvst =nits will U". he±io-ftw~ air covor at all times wtile'
uaovizg overlandc

e. fLnbmixe radio traffic mftl go4iu.

f. AO in accordrwneuitn am~t Th.6e

OFFCIAL:
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Co7 of Copies
T1S

Dak To, 147N
280C30 mY 68

PRAfl 2-68 to OORfl 11-68 (MATHEWS)

1. Major NVA forces threaten USSF Camp at Dak PNk. F Mathews continues oper-
ations in present AD, and airlifts Battalion Tas- Forces to A0 ]UMOKE under
OPOON 3d Bde, 101st.

2. 1/4:

a. Cont pres mission.

b. Assume AO of 3/101 effective 280100 May 68.

c. Assume OPON of 1-22 Inf, 1-506 Abn Inf, 3-187 Ahn Inf and C12-I Cav
effective 280100 May 68.

d. Release 1-35 Inf efiective 280600 May 68.

e. Pe prep to release 3-187 Abn Inf to 3/101.

is Be prep to assume OPQJN of elements of 42d ARVN.

3. 3/101:

a. Release 1-22 In., i-506 Abn Inf, 3-187 Abn Inf (-) and C/2-1 Cav effective
28010C May 68.

b. Assume OPCON 1-35 in efective 280600 May 68.

c. Move to Dak Pek with I bs,, assume 0POOCN of A0 CHEROKU and destroy en
forcer in area. Move 2d ho on order.

cis Assm OPC of US A Deto Dk Pak,

e. Ie prepared to as.umo OM of 2 MW o's on closure of NSF to D&1 Pek.

h. ORDIATINO INSTRCTIONS,

a. Log buildup vill be ,upportad by OW lift.

b, AO MM bourled bt Z8 1090, ZB 105, ZZ 55 grid line Wst to bordor,
28 90 grid lino West to border.
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MOO0 2-0 to Opoap~ 11-.68 (Si~MM) (Cont)

c. OPratJon bicas Om~an reaed Operations KM.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Copy of , Co.es

flk To, RYN
022100 Jlun 68

FRAo 3-68 to OPRD 1-68 (M&THMS)

1 JhiOzy threat Northwest of Ben Het CSF Camp continues while the threat to
DIk Pak has been reduced. lot NWA Div continues to threaten positions and instqzl-
lations in the Kontum area,

2. let Bde:

a. Phase I:

(1) Assume OPCON 2/506 4 Inf (-) upo1, closur f Dk To on 2 Jun.

(2) Cdt CA with 2/506 Abn Inf (-) on 3 Jun to secure Hill 1043 (YB 8832)
and odt RIF to NW and West.

b. Phase 1I1

(1) Continue offonsive operations West of BEon Hot to engage and destroy
the 325C WVA Division. &ieOp draws and suspected base areas West of Ben Het.

(2) Prepare to release 1/506 Ain Inf to 3/201st at 030600 Jun 68.

(3) Prepare to move 1/35 Inf to Pole Ineng on 5 Jun and CHOP to 3d BEd,
4th Bdo on closure.

(4) Prepare to airlift 2 Co's, 1/22 Inf to Polei Kleng on 6 Jun.

(5) Prepare to relieve 3/187 Ahm DIf in ]ak Pek with Bn (-2 Co's) o/a

8 Jun.

c. a ase 371t/

(1) Relieve 3/101 on Rocket Ridgo and a!sme control of 3/101 A0.

(2) Secure I"SBs 1, 3, 5, 6, 25, 29, and 30.

(3) Protect Dek To and Dak Pak.

(4s) Ct R opa within capability.

23. 3d eI 101st:s

as Phase it

(1) Re1OaSO 2/506 Ams (Ift (-) to 18t Bdo 2 June.

(2) Protect Disk P~k with So Task Fore.

:38
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P3AG 3-68 'to OPOW 1l--3 (*MIB) (Copt)

b. Ap~me Iha

(1) Assume OPOOu 1/506 Abn Thf 030600 June.

(2) Coordinate operaidion ojonS oonetin% boundaries with .42d ARVN Regt.

(3) PwoPae. tv receive 2/0O Au Inf C)o/a 8 Jim.

(4i) Proparo to extraot 3/187 Aba waffrcu IDJC Nc.

o. a hase M a

Propmr to revert pwat unit control 0/a 8 Jun.

4. coordit"izi mtuction,

01=8 ovfxr (Am=e A) effective 0=600H Jun.
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Co~py of ____ io

flak To. RVIN

080800 June 68

FRAW h-68 to O1KRI 11-68 (MATHMS)

i- TF MThM continues to pursue UVA forces West of Ber. Heat and SW o Da. -- To
rd cotinues to protect Dak Fek wlth 1 Bn Task Force.

2. 2st d et

a. C(mt preseat men of destroying units of 325C NVA Div in AO.

b. Relieve 3/101st units in Dak Pek with Pn Task Force and assume OPOON
A0 Ckab ' on Jun. Protect Dak Pak nnd destroy enemW forces in 1O CHEROKEE.

c. Epolit B-52 strikes vic FSB 28 with minimum force of 2 companies on 9
Jun.

1, Reliew V506 Ubn Wnf on FPB 5 and FSB 6 beginning 9 Jun.

e. Ass"Me 3PCmN 3/101 AD vic Iak To on order.

f, E=ploit B-52 strikes vic Hill 1043 (YB 7630) with batt.lion forco on order.

3. 3d Bde, 101Ot :

a. DepIcy frm A0 HTHM,!S 9-3. Jun.

b. Recase OPCON AO CHER0Kg to 1st Bde 8 Jun.

c. Release OPCON iO vic Dak To to 1st Bde on order.

d. Revrt II Field Force control on d1parture Dak To.

4. mOORDIATDIG 1NSTRUCTI ,

Sortie schadue for deParture'3/1CUs

9 Jun - 5

10 Jun - 50
n Jun - 14

3AVICULs HC,
Do -- ATRUE K0O?Y

3340R35MW
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DOMREtIT CONTROL DATA.- R & D
(S~~meeyo Uno4ojaEu % bEe*ub Of4 .1euMaudbib mga must 6e .n~e wi,., ", OV08,.l remwt, III claswifid)p

I. lOv't@N'iTIste ACToVeTy (Cwpmleat a~) aa. MEPONT SECURITY C.A f, S.ICATIOP'

CONFIDENTIAL

HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Vishhigton, D.C, 20310 4. GROUP
4

3. *tP@flT TITLU l

Combat After Action Report - Op MATHEWS, 4th Infantry Division

4. OCICRPTIV 8oTg (71p" of W mIp Mdud h65W *s- -

Experiences of unit en a ed in counterinsurency operations. 24 May - 12 June 1968
S. AUTNO4jOI (dl3(11 h1. M d I bem4 SN "00)

CG, 4th Infantry Divislon

S. ;IgKP6T DATC le. TOTAL MO. Or PAOI b, MO OF HNI

13 June 1968 43
C. OTRAC, T Oft R .,A T 0O. OI. OUINATOWS REPORT OUMPRMs

6. PROJC T No. 68X083

C. N/A 06. OTHER pePORT NOtLIJ (A%, Our .u,bersfhpt may be 4*lIgned

IN.

Io. SUPPLEMUTARY NO.O NA"'

I I. SUFIIIPLKN#ENTAO V "0795I Ill.
* 

Ipo"INI*IIIG ILITARY ACIVITYf

N/A 1OACSrOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

I3. A5r1VTRA-tT

41
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