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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION ARTILLERY
APO San Francisco 96262

AVDDD-AC 30 April 1969

SUBJECT: Operation Report - Lessons Learned for the Period Fnding 30 April 1969,
RCS CSFOR -65 (R1)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

SECTION 1 (C) Significant Organization or Unit Activities

1. (C) General.

a. During the period 1 Feb 69 -30 Apr 69 the 4th Infantry Division Artillery
commenced participation in Operation HINES which was effective for execution
312400 Jan 69. Commencing on 151200 Apr 69 Operation Washington Green was also
initiated in support of the CY 1969 GVN Pacification and Development Plan, Tke
pacification operation was in addition to the requirements of Operation Hines
and was initiated by all elements of Division Artillery

b. Task Organization is shown at Inclosure 1.

c. Commanders and Principal Staff is shown at Inclosure 2.

d. Mission.

(1) Primary: The mission of the artillery was to support the 4th Infantry
Division with available artillery, radar, automatic weapons, searchlights and
meteorological resources.

(2) Special Missions: In support of Operation Washington Green, the mission
of the Artillery is to increase the combat effectiveness of RVNAF artillery

elements and enhance the security of the civilian population in the Pleiku Pro-
vince less the Pleiku Defense.

2. (C) Intelligence

a. Area of Operations

(1) Kontum. During February and March, intelligence indicated the following
ma jor enemy units were operating in Kontum Province: 24th NVA Regiment; 66th NVA
Regiment; 40th NVA Arty Regiment; 406th and 408th Sapper Battalions; 304th and
306th Local Force Battalions. The 24th NVA Regiment operated south, southwest,
and west of Kontum City. The 66th NVA Regiment operated to the north and north-
west and west of Kontum City. The two Sapper Battalions and Local Force Bat-
talions have operated to the north and northeast of Kontum. The 40th Arty Regi-
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ment has clements in support of the maneuver units. Enemy forces maneuvered much
in the same manner as used during TET 1968; however, a major offensive did not
materialize. The enemy exploited the use of ambushes, stand-off attacks, and
attacks by indirect fire in order to interdict lines of communications and har-
ass US/GVN installations. Small guerrilla forces continued to terrorize outlying
villages and capture prisoners to be used to carry supplies for NVA/VC units. In
early April, it appeared that the major enemy units were withdrawing to Cambodia
and the Tri Border Area. Major ground operations were conducted against infil-
tration routes and enemy losses were heavy in this apparent attempt to withdraw.
Interrogation of prisoners indicates that enemy forces are suffering from malaria
and lack of medical supplies. Morale is a continuing problem.

(2) Duc Co. During the period 23 Feb to 1 March, enemy activity in the Duc
Co area increased significantly with the Duc Co CSF Camp receiving 75 RR and 82mm
mortars daily. From 1 March to the end of April, the NVA and the VC Forces con-
tinued their stand-off, sapper, and limited objective attacks. A major shift in
emphasis occurred as the mining of roads, acts of terrorism, propaganda efforts
were conducted by NLF. During March the enemy shifted its emphasis towards Local
Force elements. The majority of the terrorism of villages and interdicting of
lines of communication was done by the X-45 VC Bn and H-15 VC Bn. Intelligence
indicated that recon elements of X-45 had been in close proximity of LZ Oasis,
Plei Me, and Edap Enang Area, and were building up in the vicinity 10 KM SE of
LZ Oasis, C-6 of X-45 was operating north of Than An between Highway 509 and
19W. C-5 and C-7 of X-45 were operating south and SW of LZ Oasis. The mission
of these units was to interdict the highway by mining and sniper incidents. They
were also to terrorize the villages and harass US and Thanh An defense forces.
This minor harassment and terrorism continued throughout April.

(3) Plei Mrong, Polei Kleng. Throughout the reporting period, friendly
elements operating in the Plei Mrong, Polei Kleng, and Chu Pa Mountain areas
continued to make contact with enemy units. The 3d Brigade supported by 2d Bn,
9th Arty moved against the 24th NVA Regiment and its supporting elements in the
Chu Pa Mountains west of Plei Mrong. The enemy forces consisted of the K4 and K6
Battalions which were heavily engaged by ARVN and US Forces. The enemy was well
fortified and determined to proiect its position. Supporting K-4 and K-6 were
elements of the 31st NVA Arty Bn of the 40th NVA Arty Regiment. Also deployed in
this area, lst Bde moved its Tac CP; first to Plei Mrong and subsequently to Polei
Kleng. Beside the 24th NVA Regiment, friendly elements found evidence of the fol-
lowing enemy units: 306th LF Bn operating 45 kilometers NNE of Kontum; 204th Bn,
21st NVA Regiment operating in vicinity of BR 2234; C2/32d Bn of the 40th Arty
Reg operating 17 kilometers SW of Polei Kleng; 66th Reg operating at YA 782750;
lst Production Plt, Zone 6 Production Group, 95B Reg was growing rice in three
areas (BR 075305, BR 120340, and BR 145325); K-31 Bn, a transportation unit; 5th
Bn, 24th Reg operating at ZB 168018; K-25 Engineer Bn, B-3 Front operating in the
Polei Kleng area, 208th VC Company operating a base camp area. Activity in the
area was moderate during the middle of February; the regions west and southwest
of Polei Kleng were the most active. There was initial evidence of eastward
movement. against 4th Division Firebases, Polei Kleng, Plei Mrong and Kontum City.
Toward the end of the month activity consisted of small contacts with sightings
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and indicatichs of enemy movement culminating in attacks throughout the Division
A0 on 23 Fewruarys. The widespread heavy attacks of 23 February inaugurated the
Spring phase of the Winter~Spring offensive which con*irued into Merch, Enemy
tactics included attzcks by fire, qround attacks, minings and arbaches along
Highway 1. Actavity tapered off toward the iiadle of the month axd friendly
units relocated in the Plei Trap Valley area to block enemy resupply eénd withe
irawel routes. Harassing attacks by fire and ground protes egainst friendiy fire=
~ases increcsed sharniy 2s the enemy initiated renewed activity in the Spriag
Cffensive., The Central Plei Trap area, 23 kilometers SW of Polei Kleng, was the
scene of the haaviest action during the early part of rnpril. It appearad €som
all intelligsnce drcss that this was a base area complex consisting of the
and Bth Bn, A5th NVi Kep, K25B ingineer @ and the 28th Recon/Sapper Bee In
addition, %t rov artillery tettalions were identified as being crganic 1o the
LOth Regiment, Ihese two battalions, K-hl auc K-§2, were believed to have 105um
artillery weaponc. /s April pro.ressed, activity in the Plei Trap Valley area
dec pensrd considerably, Spovadic smali aris and artiliery exchanges and a few
Tirug cottants vere the major incidents. lctivity in the Polei Kleng area dur-
g this peried was almost st a standstill.

b, Tactical Area of Responsibility

1) Base Camn Tefensco During the reporting veriod there were no significant
chances in the delcnsive plans for Camp Enari. The physical defenses were alter-
ed however, wien the new bunker line was completed an® manned. This provided e
decrease in the total mumber of mrkers around the $000m perimeter (from 1L7 to
118). At “he present time, the towers of the old bunker line are still being
utlitized; construction of new tower raciticies bezan 28 Apeil 1969. The densit
of defensive devices (claymeres, CS dispensers, trip flares, puff markers, etcj
v 9 incireased to provide better coveraze for the perimetevr, Existing fougesse
confaizers ave Puing ‘blown and replaced, The defense of Cump Enari consisted of
exibensive daily patrolling, acrial reconnzissance, ccunter mortar radar, personnej
detection rader and tunker line defense. These operations are controlled by
th., installation Coordination Center (ICC). Each sector is responsible for main-
taining daily patrols. Patrol routes, SP's and RPfs are varied each day. Whove
feasible, patrols' night locations aro positioned near friendly villages which
do not have a self defensc capability, Aerial reconnaissance is accomplished
daily by ascigned aerial observers, Sweeps arc made at first lignt in the morne
g and immediately bofore dark in the evening, Specisl arcas are given dslibere
«t6 end exvensive coverage while the remainder of the TAOR 1s given gencral
acverage. To facilitate rapid clearance of fires, a written agreement hay been
¢recutod betwezn ICC and Fleiku Sector whereby blanket political clearance is
granted once cach night for the entire Camp Enari TAOR.

(2) ictivity (TAOR)e During the reported neriod, enemy activity was generale
ly light vithin che o The enemy contimied to havass friendly villages and to
employ sniper fire. Cn 21 March 1969 and i15Apr 1969, rocket attacks were initiate
od against Camp Emari. Discuss ion of these attacks follews: 1, 21 March 1969 ~
Nine /$) rounds of 122mm roclet were receivad in an attack which began at 053
hours ad lested for two (2) mimtes, The Counter rocket program s iniiiated
wita ubansen resultse Crater analysis indicated that the launch site wis agpvrox—~
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imately 11 Kilometers west of Camp Enari, A VR of the arca produced no resultse
Personnzl ca:unalties as result o i'e attack were one (1) WIA (lightly)e Equip-
ment losses were mich more extensiv:. They were as followss one (1) AHIG Acfs
destreved; one (1) AHMG Acft heavily damaged; two (2) UHIC Acft heavily caua odp
one (,l) I0H heavily damaged: one (1} 3/ ton truck slightly damagede 2¢ 15
ipril 1969 - Thirteen [13) rounds ot 12:7m rochet weres received in an attack
which began 2% ¢ I" 0 heurs and lasted for five (5) mimites, A ccunter mortar
n~rosram was inliicted immediately on a location approximately eme i) Xi lameter
SW of Base Cemp (A LLP team operating in thad frea reported ¥hat it belis.éd to be
rortar tubes firing on Camp Enari,;, Subsequent crater anaiysis and exr;n.oa tion
of shell fragments indicated th:t the incoming rounds were Russian mades, {322m
Rockets. A total of 13 craters were found. Shelrep revealed that three (3)
rounds had G2lay Fuses “and ten {10) were point detoraling, OGunships penerm:lnc
VR within the TACR located the launch site at 2A 19535, approximately 7 Kito=
meters west of Camp Enari and one (l)eomilete pound was captured, Fonrteen lh)
U3 personnel and ore (1) Vi civilian employrn rere weundede The L2yih biguil
Battalion messhal”. tock a direct hit and - a2 destroyedes

f2) Discreet Signall # +ith increasing cencern being placed on the
protection of TTI ond_Ly villd ‘b, ‘s Discrsce Signaling System is presertly bel
teyted for porcsible deploymen" in villagzes without self defense capsbifities.
ih.8 device may be activated at a range of up to 10 Kilometers. It emlis a hmb
frequency 9ignal which rezisters on a base station monitored at the Instellation
Coopdination Tonter, Ry imowing the mumeral designation of the activated devlce
meai tor pe' o‘ nel know from what point the signal was sent. The signal wild indi -
cale That there are enewy elonents in the village o~ that the village is under
atvacke Plans are presently being formulated to cevise the appropriste response
to the distress signale Additionally, MI personnel are formilating a list of
reliatle agents to whom the devices can be disseminated.

(4) Operation Cleanswcep VI, Operation Cleansweep VI took place 050645 =
051600 Febrgwry 1969. iha enll.c furce consisted of L,74Y4 persc. ‘el making up
five (5) fTasy Forces and supporting force elementss The operation was designed
to search and clear portions of Secte: Black of tie TAOR (W to NW of Camp Enari)e.
The sweep ¥ome extended two kilometers outside the normal limits of the TAOR.

Tar line of dzparture for three (3) task forces was a line running along Highway

19 West for approximately 12 Kilometers, Trese forces swept an area to the nor th
cf and perpendicular tu the otber task forcce from a line of departure two (2)
kilometers citside the TAOR boundary. A Lifth task force provided screening forces
aleny the norinhern boundary of ths sweep zone. Findings includeu the followingt

T# Rg found and destroyed an AT minej Uth Aviation elements found three (3) caves
zentaining clothing and documents; TF Black initiated S/A fire against twe (2)
'~Jividuals with nezative resultsy TF Rlack rccedived a hand grenade *hrown trom

30 meters awsy with negative damage. There were no friendly or enemy persemel
losses, Ooeration Cleanﬂween VI was conecidered a successfi.l operation., [t demone

sh» aved %0 the enemy the US capability of putning larm ‘numbers of forces en the
grounu ia » shory )eriod of t:me.
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‘ ce Survey,
! ' (1) Division Artillexfgq During the reporting period, a 5th order su:scy
of 15 wiliag.; within the TAOR was completed and the village limits were . - .iblishe

ede Overlars with the exact locations of each village were distriwic. . e
| Camp Enari l05im,155mm and mortnr hetteries for «i-ropriate plotting in the fire
{ direction center.

(2) 6th 3ttalion,29th Artillerys The survey section was able to survey in
the )y radir location at leNerney (BR 023522) and the battery position =ls
located at 38 NcMerneys Due to the locotion of the various firebases occupic
by the bhatteries daring the reporting period complete surveys were not performe: .,
Hecwever, directional control obtained from a sun shot was obtained for each f£i.«
" ~se occupiad,

(3) bth Battalioné L2d Artillegx. The battalion survey section surveyed ai.
wossive bunkers on L Nary and an accurate map of the area was made., Sur :
-l was also provided Lo mortar platoons occupying LZ Mary Lou and adjacent
»ccial Forces Camps, The survey section wes able to survey the majority of the

Jirebases occupieds [Cirectional control was obtained for all firebases,

[P .

(4) 2d Battalion, 9th Artillerye Survey operations contimied as new fire=
bases wera survered in by the battalion survey section. The roads and ditches
at L2 Casis w.-2 aix0 surveyed for il 4th Division Enginecrs.

(5) ©Cth Battalion, 16th ivtillerv. The survey sec:ion completsd the survey
of sever: Wery posi 4 In the Plvision AG te cupport operations, He-
gistration pointg for the base canp 105w and 155mm butterizc were also supveyeds

d. Radar. The Radar (TPS-25) operated for 1030 hours and had no dewn tire
Juring the 99days covered by this report. There were 210 radar locations —ith
the size of the contacts ranging from 1 man to 150 men, All lirge contacts weore
canfirmed by another agency. The greatest problem encountercd was the time pes
quired for clesrance te fite on the targets. Since the ratc of march of YC/NVA
units is 1 Km every 15 mimtes, many times the radar contact was lost or the
hestilo forces had passed the target area by the time the guns could obtain cleare
ance and fires This problem was partially solved by obtaining blanket pelitical

clearance for the entire TAOR every night.
3+ (C) Oporationss

%, Plans: During this period the Lth Infantry Division participated in
operation Hines and Operation Washington Green,

be Uporation Hinest 312400 Jamary 1959 = Present.
(1) Concept of Operation. Direct support artillery was provided on & man-

euver battallon ~ artillery battery basis, with batteries changing OPCON from
viieir parent battalions as the brigade task orgenization changeds Medium and
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heavy artillery were used in general support rcinforcing and general suppe:t
missions to weight critical areas and influpnce the battle., Artillery and agtoe
ratic wespons were used for cenvoy and firebase/base camp security. Artillory
coverage was provided in the horder areas, especially in the vicinity of the
USSF/CSF caims,

(2) Execution:

(a) The 6th Battalion, 29th Artillery was in direct support of the lst
Trigade; the Lth Battalion, L2d Artillery was in direct support of the 2d Prigade;
and the 2d Tattalion, 9th Artillery was in direct support of the 3rd Zrigade: Sth
Battalion, 16th Artillery and the 52d Artillery Group units were employeu in’
gencral suoport and general support reinfercing rolese

(b) The reporting period bezan with the activity in the lst and 2d Brigade
AD relatively quiet, ut the activity in the 3rd Brigade AO contimed to be
moderates The 1lst Brigade was onerating north of FSB MeNerney and in conjunctien
with the 2d Mobile Strike Force Battalion in an AO in the vicinity of VC Valley.
Contact was very light and sporadic throughout the lst rigade A0 during the
carly part of February. The 2d Brigade was operating between.Kontum and Dak To
and in the area between Hwy 1l and the Cambodian border. Activity contimied
to be lizhl throughout the entire month of February. The 3rd Brigade was operate
ing genorally in the vicinity of the Chu Pa Mountains against the 2Lth NVA
Regimart sapprshed hy the 31st NVA irtillery Battalion., The US Infantry Battalionrs
opr==*ing ago ngt the 2Lth NVA Regiment made mumerous and heavy contacts with th»
enemy. Friemdly forces made excellent uce of available fire suppori, In the ‘
first two weeks of Febru.ry ancriéan adrtiliery supperting tha 3vd Rrigade was
credited with 108 enemy kills. Contacts with the enemy in the Chm Pa area decrcase
ed as February camse to a closce oy mid Felwaary the lst Brigade had moved yest
to the arvea &ouLMst of Kontum City in the vicinity of Plei lMrong, Centacts with
elements of the 24th and 66th NVA4 Regiment were mumerous bt penerally light and
of short duration, The lst Brigade terminated operations in the Plei lreng area
on the last day of February.

(c) The month of March was highlighted by the encmy's Post Tet Offe:.sives
Action in the lst and 2nd Brigade AO's increased significantly, Standoff -..tacks
by mortars, rockets and artillery were launched against populated areasond
hmorican fire support bases. The lst Prigadc was deployed in the Plei Trap
Valley with thoir tacticnl headguakters ia Polei Kleng. 'hey romained in this
area until mid April. The in? miry e. vent. operating ‘n tho Plel Trap Valley
‘u’y momerous and heavy contacts with the cnemys, Tho artiliery batteriss and
their security elements roceived counter battery fire off and on throurhout tle
entire month of “‘arch. The cnemy was dealt heavy cesualiles and lost significaay
amounts of weaspons (irncluding 9 105mm howitsers, 8§ trucks) and ammnition, The
sccord brigade countered the enemy!s Post Tet Offensive in thc same generol are
they had cccupied since November 1968, The ¥igade and its supporting artillery
were involved in soverel heavy ground actions and were the recipisnts of mumero.,
stendoff rocket and mortar attacks, DivArty and 52d Oroup units fired in sunpo: 1
¢f the defense of Ben Het SF Camp in early March. The enemy used tanks in this
attrck, Although the enemy hit 3en Het on e daily basis for the first woek of

CCeoNFIDENTIAL

NSt ma . . A e



- € CONFIDENTIA'
JVDOD-AC o 32 loe1 19
X BJECTs Operztion Report = Lessons Learned for the Period Ending 30 April 19¢?
RCS= CSFOR 65 (R1)

March they were never successful in penetrating the Camp's Defense, The: . ffe=

er:a heavy casualties, lost two tanks and other weapons and equipment in .- ir
rusuccossiul attacks,

Enemy resistence decreased in Varch for the Third Brig~de as they contimed
their search and clear c¢peraticns. Tine preponderaace of the 3rd Brigade forces
were deployed to the West of Pleiku betwcen Highway 1l and the Cambodian border,

(d) April wes a relatively quiet month throughout the Fourth Infantry
Division, area of operations, The Division Placed emphasis on pacification
in conjunction with operation Washington Greene

The 1st Irigade!s contact with the enemy diminished considerably during the
tirst two weeks of April., On 1l April the brigade along with its DS artillery
battalion (6429th) deployed to An Khe. The brigade initiated operations against
the local enemy forces in conjunction with thelr pacification program, The first
brigade had no significant contacts during the last two weeks of April. The seccend
brigade contimied to operate in the Kontum area throughout the month of April,
Artillory action was generally confined to night fire programs, The lrigade had
no significant contacts with the enemy during April, Emphasis wes shifted from
the destruction of enemy forces to the pacification of {hc inhabited area around
Kontur Cit% The Third Rrigade contimued operations in the Pleiku, Oasis, Duc Co
area as eneny activity in this area oiso diminished. Um 23 April the brigade
sent 2 task force to the Ban Blech = Tizu Ater area, This deployment was con-
sideced necessary to counter an ene-y Wmild up to theSouth, This task force d:id

nol make significant eanbixt wilili the eneny during the last week of the reporte
ing period.

¢, Operation Washington Greon: 151200 April 1969 ~ Present

The Division Artillery Battalions initiated limited pacification operaticns
In support of Oneration Washington Gremeffective 151200 April 1969, At the
end of the reporting period plans were be finalized for the full support of

;?e operation in conjunction with the CY 1969 GWN Pacification and Develcpm:nt
alle

ds Chronological Summary of Significant Activities (See inclosure U)
e. Ammnition Expenditures (1 Feb i969 - 30 Apr 69

L by 2 Aoy
A/6-"9 1057 19,005
B/6-29 1057 18:988
C/6=27 1057 21a312
Albh2 1057 11,589
o e
/223 1057 TR
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Ris.0 1051 13,405
v 2~y 1057 7,760
Provisional IC Settc~y 1757 -,
A/3-6 leyse NS |
y).é ‘f)‘s‘. 1:,‘)1..?
- /36 1053P 6,760
£72-17 15T 1,977
3 --17 1051 988
T0TAL 195mm L0,
";112 gssg 6,182
Vo~ 12,585
c/5-16 25559 8,063
frovisional & B tle— 15557 ..5558
!11-22 1555 7,353
B/i-2 1557 11,699
Clt~. ) 1557 95363
. % 1557 T5,TCE
525 Bwsp 8,582
/6L 8:3? 2:6&1;
I 1 8nsp 3,87k
W/ 7-15 8157 3,434
So-i2 &-s2 L60
§/5-22 8P 817 ?
TCTAL 8+ 19,831
A/5-1 175¢ L,738
B/6-1) 17559 3,853
ot 175SP L,286
¢, '7-15 175°P 1,545
A/5-22 17572 h5s
¥5-22 17537 516
T™TAL 17Sme 15,398

GRAND TOTAL  26L,661
he (C) Trainings

2. Ccnerals The Division Artillerycontimied with scheduled training as
required ny #tn Infantry Division Regulation 350~1, REmohasis on cross ceain-
ing of personnel contimed in all Divisicr Artillery units, :

b. Division Artillerv. Division Artillery conducted replacement training
for newly assigned Liaison Ofticers and Forward Observers. In addit.on, twu
classes for non-artillerymen were conducted on the duties of the forward observer,

The classes and dates were as fullows:

CONFIDENTIAL o

[ P

.“A




S comntutm et T
W o 30 Lipr-:

. LT: Oneratimlq)ort m&‘hmdrcmwmw%-
o G2 65 (Ri)

(1) TYPE CIASS DATES A11ER ATTENDING
Lizisom Officer 15-16 Feo 69 L
25«26 Feb 69 S
2526 Apr 69 2
Forward Otservers 2-26 apr 69 8
¥on-{rtillery Forward 3-5 Mar 69 5
Observers 3-5 hpr 69 -]

(?) The POI for the above courses is as followss
(=) Y3aisom Officerss

trtillery idjustment .8 Hours
Fules of Fagagement 2 Hovrs
Lessoas lezrned 1 Hour.
I proved Conventional 1 Four
lunitions

Fire Plamning 2 vrs

Datier o7 +- Tizison Officer 4 Hours
~nd ippiication of Fire Plamning '
Se=xnciations 2 Hours

(b) Fcrward Observers:

Artillery Adjustment 8 Hours
Ruiles of Sngagement 2 Hours
lessons Learned 1 Hour
~mroved Conventional 1 Heve
Munitions

¥ire Planning 2 Hour..
iband Mavigation 6 Hours
Respoasibilities of the FO 3 Hours
Survival 2 Hours
Ccmm:nications 2 Hours

(c) Honeirtillery Forward Observerss

Commnications 2 Hours
Artillery Weapons 3 Hour
Artillery Employment 1 Hour
Target Location and Bracket-l Hours
ing (Dragon Mt)

Artillerv Adjustment 2 Honrs
Danger Close Adjustment 3 Hours
Safety and Rules of 3% Hours
Engogerent g,
Map/lard Navigation L m&
Review 2 Ferrs
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(3) =XIeven Officemsalso attended the IPFV Artillery Fire Direction course
doring the reportiine peviod,

Cs _Batt;alinn Training, "he field n~tillery bstta.ions in Division Artiller;
cepdycied vnit 1ad individual training whenever the tactical situation perritted.
Trasaing was cenducted in all the mandatory subjects with special e phasis wa
safety, cormunications security, M-16 care and maintenance and CHR, Units were

also yiven training in encrmy sapper attacks and the safe handling of US and enemy
ammnitions.

d, hrtillery Assistance Training: Division Artillery units contimed their
ageressive assistance program saroughout the reporting periode Battalions in-
structed snovorted Infantry units in proper adjustment of fire techniques, Lia-
05§ icers and Forward Observers also gave classes in the proper planning and
utizizatisa of artillery fire, Classes in artillery adjustment were also given t
speciai ferces personmiel, Amarican Advisors, ARVN and Regional Force/Popular Force
uniig, MSF personnel and civil affairs personnel, The 4.2"/8lmm rortar battery
located & Comp Enari and contrclled by the 5-16th Artillery conducted MOS and
refrezher training for mortar crewmar,

%, {C) logistics:
a. BNasic In~ds of /immnition

(1) Current basic loads of ammnition concimiuiat the same Leve! stocked in
Prtv:’ws mgrs.

_VE‘:“)N TY’FE, AMMIRITION STOCKAGE AT S0SIT’
165 iHowitzer B 1250
(5 +wbes) L 100
wP i
SMK 0
155 Howitzer v 750
(* tabes) 1L 50
wr 50
SMK 60
8 luch HE K00

(2) Variations of stockage at battery positions were suthorized based on
ercry contact and imminence of unit movement,

b. The concept of stockage at the Oasis ASP was changed during the period

to provide a stockpile for artillery ammunition to offset possible {uture short-
ages based on ASR restrictions. During the period the stockage was gradually

increased to capacitv.

10,
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e Jvaiiodle Stooly hates:

AR b

ior 2D
1
TERIOD

7187 Jan--571000 Peb
" 1013 Febmulii{0D Peb
150, Frbe) 330 Mar
i 7000 Farem2'165) Far
i W3 e TICD Ao
COLAlY xmea251600 Ap

(¢} 355 mm

PERID

UylLeoL Vobe--241825 Feb
U €0L I'chmaGLEY) Viap
09LE0L Mare 2l *ar
251601 Mur~-091820 4pr
CILECL Apr--2i3.600 Ao

(3) 8 Inch
PEFTOD

241601 Jan=-091800 Feb
091605 Fenw~2i 1800 Fab
241501 Feher 018 ir
071601 M.rme?l 1300 Mar
211801 Mar--091600 Apr
091801 Apr~-2L1800 Apr

ASR

30,7
25.3
52,0
L.
36.1
31.0

22,y
26,3
26,35
5.9
22,2
<0.Y

AR

15.6
30.0
26,9
25.0
15.6
16.7
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2745
26.3
3741
51l
33.8
1.7

0
* o Gm—

18.h
1.y
22,9
2343
12,3
8.3

ety -« we

16.9
19.7
2:’.&01
24,5
5.0
2.6

| TAFTICAL SAVIHGS

30 April 15::

e R AR s D

—

TACTICAL SAVINGS

3
.150
1k.9
~240

2:3
18.3

L %&ﬁﬁémﬂmm;ﬂwmw%ﬁwh

lie5
8.9
3.2
1.6
949
2.1

TACTICAL SAVINCS

.103
10.3
2.8
0.5
10.6
1b.1

(L) Because of heavy artillery ~rrun’ifon expen’itures, increases in
artillery ASR authorizations were reciived as followss

"D 105m  155m 8 Inch

12,801 Jan«=091800 Fe'> 6,000 2,000 ———en
21801 Febam2lii800 Fab  mmmemew 2,500 800
211001 Feb==001.800 Mar 15,000 1,000 ' 300

: 091001 Mov~-2.1800 Mar 15,000 1,500 Loo

: 241801 lcorm=0D1800 Ane 6,000 1,000 B e

; 09180 apre=2/1.600 Ape NOME REQUESTRD

% d. Equipnent

(1) Deacline ratas curin: tien n@Peed & Feampgy 1907--30 April 19691
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ACO~CSPOR ~&F (R1)

TTEY DOWN DAYS Lok
‘~uck 1/l Ton 391 7.0
Truck 3/ Ton 711 949
Truck 2 1/2 Ton 122} 7.5
Truck S Ton 310 12.9
Truck 5 Ton Wrecker 360 20.0
Ceaxricx HS?' hl 6.5
Carrier M3hD 392 27.0
Howitzer M1O1AL SiTe L6
Howitser M102 L3 . 2.7
rritzer M109 104 6oy

T 10 25 649

\2) The overall vehicle deadline rates increassd during the period pri-
marily because of the increasing vehicle age resulting from non-recei;t of
ang but ¢ 1/2 ton cavpo trucks for replacements, heavily increased vehicular
cevmittnents, and a lengthy period during which the Suppert Maintenance

Techaical Supply was oporating at a minimum issue level due to extensive
Wnwventories and camputer nalfunctions,

(3) The deadlino rate for the 5 ton cargo truck and wrecker remained
high during the entire period because of Support Maintenance difficulty in
cbtainiwg engzines,

() A signifiecant reduction in howitzer MI02 deadlines was achieved prie
narily through increased erew and Support Maintonance familiacization with
the weapon.

(5) Track recovery vehicles organic to the Sth 3attalion, 16th Artilery
were both due~in to the unit during the entire periods This lack of lift capa~
bility within the battalion resulted on preatcr perieds of deadline than richt
otherwise have been experienced,

(6) Major Equipnent Losses, One each MLOLAL howitser from Le-l2d Arty
was air dropped. Two each 2 1/2 ton trucks were destroyed by mines (one
Fron 629th Arty anl one frem 2-3th Arty). One each 5 ton cargo truck fron
5el6th Arty was destroyed by a B-4O rocket. One cach 3/4 ton truck from
HHB, Division Artillery was destroyed as a result of small arms fire  and
the resultant wreck.
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JITECT S rationsl ~ Lossons Loarned for the Period Ending 30 April 19
iy

4. Stremgth. Authorizec amd assigned strength as of the end of the report.ng
period srere as fellews:

(1) Authorized

B 38 1 164 213 '

.16 3% 2 517 593

2-9 Ll 3 . oo 26

S 3 iy 2o

Ben?

TOTAL 205 22 5178 5

(2) ‘ssipned

ey OFFICER WO EM A0G

B 1O 9 2 233

5-16 2 5 593

2.9 u5 . 453 sols
T SR N R
- 1 Py -

rona - - A% B

b. Raplacerents and Retation, Division Artillery received a total of 38
Officers and 589 enlisted replacenents, During the same period 25 Officors and
453 enlistud men retated out of Division Artillery,

¢, Casualties

1600 FEDRUARY MiRCH APRIL
- KL WID T MIA  KIA WIL MIA XIAWIA MIA
R NOME 0 2 0 NORE
5.16 NOKE L W 0 ¢ 2 0
2.7 o) 3 0 0 N 0 0 2 0
h-l42 NONE 1 at 0 NONE
629 NONE 6 2 0 NONE

d. Moralec and Parsonal Service

1} wards and Decoraticns. During the reoporting period the foiliw: .
rieeds and decorntions wore cwardeds

(a) liedal of Honer - None
Y Other /wards

SS SM BV MM ACHY .SA SS A AGK  ACHS PR
T 4 23 3 N 1T ¥ W 2 31 W

e. Promotions. Totzl prowmotions By grasde during the reporting period
cupd opr fellovsg
3.
CONFIDENTIAL AL




G, CONFIDENTIAL - 30 horis 196

ACECT: Operations Rejort - Lessons Learnsd for the Period Ending 30 april 165
RC3-CSFQR 65 (R1)

E-k E-5 E-6 X E-8 29
350 162 22 3 3 0

(3) Rest and Recuperation. During the reperting the pericd Division irtillery
recc’srd ard tsed 553 R & R Alloeations.

T ( c ) Other
a. Aviation:
(1) AMrcraft Statuvs:

(a) Dis:csition of aircraft during reporting oeriod:
ns € 28 Feb; 7 aircraft authorized, 8 on hand
es of 31 Mory 9 ajrcraft authorized, 9 on hand
~s oi 30 lpr; 7 aircraft authorized, 8 on hand

(b) The ncnth of Tebruary began -rith L OH-6i helicopters and L OH-230
helicopters on hand. Aid OH-236 aircraft wer: turned in pricr to 1l Feb and
réplaced with OH-OL aircraft., One OH-OA was obtained om 3 Mar to bring the section
up te its autherized eircraft strength. One OHOL, Serisl Rumber £7-165)2 suf.
fered major damege on 10 Spril and was turned in for retrograde. The danage was
caused ,by en autorctative landing after & governor failure. A replacenent cir-
craft is epected shartly.

{2) Pessonnol:

(n) Tho perscnvel situacion pas stasilized awd new personnel ore being given
extensive vefresher training. One Warrant Officer was reassigned to CONUS and
twe Warcant Officers have arrived from CONUS. One Chief Warianmt Officer was trans-
‘erred inte the unit from 1-10 Cavalry. There has beoen no change in enlisted
porsonncl status,

(b) Personnel status at the ond of the reporting periods

1 svintion Officer authorised - 1 assipned
6 Coriasiened Officers authorized - 7 assipmed
7 Warrewt Officors outhorized - U as$ignod

Enlisted Statvs:

20 Enlisted Yen nvthorized
15 inlisied Men 2ssignoed

(2) Oeretions: Due to the location of the Lirect Sup;:.at Artillery
Bnrﬁﬂ.‘.m suwported By the Div /rty Avn Section, all airoraft were basod at
Cam Bpard rother than with the individuel unite for tho najority cf this report-
ing peried. Tris centralization has resulted in inareased availability, bebter
nointenance and moveefficient aiveraft utilisation. In additien to the Dircct
Suppert 3attalions the Gereral Support Bn and Div Arty Headquarters are supportad

1'%

nl"‘u\--.-
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.y the section. Trpheasis during this period has en on pilot training, safoty
and the elueation of the supperted units as to efficient wtilization. One pilet
rcceived his I, P. crders and ancther pilot is in the process of being checked
cut as an I. ’ke 0n 16 Avril 89, two aircraft with pilots and crew-chiefs noved

to An Khe in svopert of 5-27th Arty. This is an interi- rmeasure for the monsoon
seasn.

(4) Swmary of aireraft utilizations

JPed Yar Apr
Hours Flown 520 638 520
Passengers Carried 1654 27u7 2365
Cargo Carriad L Ton. £ ™ ona 8 Tors
Serties Flown 1n» 1633 137y

Since conversion to all OH-G/. aircraft, missions are being accorplished with .

*nss hlade time ser nission. This is because of the increasecd capacity and higher
Cruising speac of the CH=O0A. The parts situation for the OH-5u has improved cone
siderzbly cover the last reporting pericd. Long EDP jerieds have been significantly
reduced., An im>roves naintenance progran coupled with a icre reliasle aircraft

has resulted in a significantly improvesd availability rote,

Feb Lar Apr
CH-6A  OM-23G
Percont Availability 87 78 91 90
Percent NORS (EDP) 3 10 2 3
Percent MORM 0 . 12 7 7

Contimued emphasis on the quality of meintenance and crew-chief. training sheuld
result in continued high availability rates.

be Chaplain: During the past quarter, 1 Fooruvary 1959 « 30 april 1769 the
Div .urty Chaplain's Section, cormprised of two chaplains and three chaplain's
1ssistants, functicned as follows:

(1) Conducted 39 Protestant Wership Services with ~ tctal of 1,394, (Includin
Mencrial Scrvicos)

(2) Conducted 165 Catholic lasscs anc Services with a tosal attendance cf
3,190, (Including llomoriel Services).

(3) lede a total of 20 visits tr corfined ren of our units in the hos)ital.

(L) VMade & daily visit to troops locaied at baso camp and an averags of
four visits weeifly 1o rnen in the forward fire bases,

(5) Beran showing religious films on Thursday nights.
(6) Attended four Chaplain's Retreats,
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SUBJECT: (herationkeport = Lessons Léarned for the Period Ending 30 /pril 1077

(7)

RCS-CSYOR «55 (R})
In addition tc re;ular cov ~age of Div Arty units the Protestant chaplain

Jrovided coverars fers

(a)
()
(c)
()
(e)

(a)
(b)
(c)
()
(3)

124th 8irn2l

War Dogs Detachment

Division units cc-located with artillery uxits
276th Sirnal

Twe CL Villages (Yellcw Secter)

(8) In addition to rezular coverage-of Uiv Arty units tho Catholic chaplain
178

coverage for 3

Jdivisica vnits co-locate’ with artillery units
20th Inginecre

Two Ci Villapes (Yellw Sector)

Dragon Mountain Perscnnel

Nontucted 22 Character OGuicdnnce lLectures

(10) The Div Arty Chapcl was alro usec for depenimational services incluiings

(a)
()
(c)

Ce

fourtoun Jewish Pervices with a total cf 1L3 ia attondance
Thirte.n Lattor ey Saints Services with an attendance cf 120
Thirteen Church of Christ Services with an attendance of 97

Sirnal. During the reporting peried, .. .tion Artillors .sed tho fol-

1nwing neans cf sorrunications: VHF and wire, sccurc and nonesccurc Fl. l...lo,
sa'ic Toletype, and ressunger. This pcrtion of the report is divided inte two

partss
(1)
(a)

artillery corrmnications, and basc camp (efonse ccrrunications,

Irtillery corrmaications:

VHF & Wires sdivision Artillery operates no VHF systems, but usos VHF

circuits prcvided 'y the Divisien Signel 3attalion an! the arca systun provadec
by the b3rd Signal Battalion. Primary VHF cirevits include eno to each fcrward
direct support 105 boit..i'n, one o 52d C:ouwpArtillery and cne circuit to 52d

freup suborcinate battnlicns win roquuiad. L.cal servigo is provided primerdly

léy the baso cerp dail system, " Hotlines cre pirovided ‘to the Fire Support Uoordimatien
ie3nt,

the bivisicn Tactical Switchbeard, tho Battalion Headquarters, its

Oderatiens Uentor, and it's FDC. Hotlines arc also provided to thuss lecatians
roquircd by ICC for base camp defonse cocrdinatisn. (Scu alse para 2.b).
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SUBJECT: Operation Report - Lesson Learned for the period Ending 30 April 1969
RCS- CSFOR -65 (R1)

(b) FM Radio: The following nets provided the majority of Div Arty FM com-
munications during the reporting period: Div Arty CF A (Secure only), the Div
Arty Air-Ground, Survey, Sector Defense and Base Camp Command (ICC). A CF B is
available when required.

(c) Radio Teletype: Div Arty maintains a 24 hour RTT net with subordinate
battalions using AN/GRC-142s. Div Arty also operates a station in the Division
General Purpose RTT Net, providing an alternate route to the artillery battalions
co-located with the brigades.

(d) Messenger: Messengers are used within the base camp extensively, and
the forward areas as required.

(2) Base Camp Defense Communications: As Division Artillery has the add-
itional mission of coordinating base camp defense operations, additional wire and
radio communications are required for this purpose.

(a) Wire: The control center for base camp defense operations, IDD, has
direct lines to G3, 4th Aviation, 4th Med, the CG bunker, and a "hot loop" to
all sector controls. Routine communications are provided by the dial system.

(b) FM Radio: FM provides back up communications to the sector controls
and, when required, communications to patrols, villages, and/or aircraft in the
base camp TAOR., No secure is in use at this time on ICC FM net.

d. Civil Affairs

(1) Division Artillery; 5th Battalion; 16th Artillery; and 124th Signal
Battalion.

(a) During the reported period the Division Artillery S5 had staff supervis-
ion of Civil Affairs activities within Yellow Sector of the Division TAOR.

(b) On 23 Feb 69 the consolidated village, Plei Ho By was attacked. Forty-
three houses were burned down and twenty-two villagers were taken. An immediate
reaction by US units to assist the village in replacing items lost, shelter, and
added security created a better relationship with the village. As a result much
better cooperation has been received in working on existing and new projects.

(c) A new type of rice, IR 5, has been introduced to village persons. They
have shown enthusiasm about growing the rice to increase their yield.

(d) Sanitation programs and medical assistance have continued to improve the
living standards and decreased the sickness rate.

(2) 2d Battalion 9th Artillery.

(a) During the reporting period, the 55 Civil Affairs Team continued their
activities in the TAOR and Thanh An areas. The battalion contributed a 3 man de-
tail, OPCON to 1-8 Inf, to work in the 1-8 Inf consolidated village in the TAOR.

CONFIDENTIAL
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i fr -

(b) 1In the forward area a battalion, 5 man, Civil Affairs Team, operates
in two villages, Plei Gao Del and Plei Jung Lee, During the reporting period
this team conducted approximately 90 medcaps, resulting in 3,241 Montagnards
receiving medical treatment. Extensive repair of the dispensaries in both
villages was accomplished. A play ground in Plei Gao Del was constructed
and an athletic program was initiated in both villages.

(c) Over all, 1.5% of the personnel in this battalion are involved in
Civil Affairs/Pacification Operations. It should be noted that the battalion
is providing CA teams to both the rear and forward areas.

(3) 6th Battalion, 29th Artillery: The battalion has been actively en-
gaged in a vigorous CA program during the reporting period. Since CA activi-

ties are conducted both in base camp and the forward areas, they will be dis-
cussed separately.

g

olls, g RN R

(a) Base Camp. During the reporting period this unit has been primarily
engaged in pacification of the hamlets. The main effort has been in village b
14, Plei Hlu Kluh (AR 840323). Subjected to intense psychological operations
both from Division G-5 and the CA unit from this organization, the people of 1
this village completed numerous projects. A concrete water point, wire barrier,
punji stake obstacle field and minor improvements to the defensive perimeter
were constructed. Long range plans, including the establishment of a local
school and a rice growing project have been initiated. The training of a self
defense force has been completed with total success. The people have been
found to be willing to patrol and conduct operations in the area. One villager
recently turned in the names of 4 VC from the village (# 37). To improve the
economic situation in the area, villagers make artifacts which are sold at Camp {
Enari. A sand bag filling project is also in progress at Camp Enari. The med- :
cap program in the village has materially cut the disease in the area and has
improved sanitation and personal hygiene standards. A Montagnard nurse from

Special Forces has teken over the majority of medical responsibilities in the
village.

e o marm b

(b) Forward Area: During the first portion of this reporting period the
battalion moved to a forward area at FSB McNerney. Medcap teams from this T
unit made bi-weekly visits to three villages (#2, #3 and #4). On each visit,
which lasted two or more hours, normal first ald was administered and serious
or questionable diagnosis were referred to 4th Medical Battalion personnel.
Eventually the program was taken over by the lst Bde Medcap Team with medics
from this unit assisting. When the tactical CP was deployed to Folei Kleng,
medical personnel from the unit assisted the Special Forces in treatment of

the local population. A plan for civic action is presently being formulated
at the new forward area in An Khe.

(4) 4th Battalion, 42d Artillery: The battalion civil affairs team

consists of five enlisted personnel who work under the operitional control
of the 2d Bde, 4th Infantry Division.

18
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
30 April 1969, RCS- CSFOR -65 (R1)

SECTION 2 (C) Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations and
Recommendations.

1. (U) Personnel. None
2. (C) Operations:

Construction of Personnel Bunkers:

Observation. It is extremely difficult and usually impractical to construct
personnel bunkers that will withstand direct hits from projectiles larger than
82mm mortars.

Evaluation. Several personnel were either killed or wounded in Division
Artillery units when personnel bunkers received direct hits from rockets

and artillery. Three layers of sandbags will normally protect personnel against
snall mortar rounds with fuze point detonating, but larger caliber weapons and
projectiles with delay fuzes will easily penetrate this cover.

Recommendation. That units construct a second bunker within the personnel bunker.
This "bunker within a bunker" should have two layers of sandbags overhead and
an exit outside the personnel bunker. See Inclosure 5.

Enemy Standoff Attack Tactics

Observation. Frequently, the enemy covers the sound of its own counterbattery
fire with the sound of friendly artillery fire when multiple volleys are fired.
This method is used both with the sound of the guns firing and the impact of
the volleys,

Evaluation. This tactic delays the location of enemy indirect weapons positions.
The enemy has, on occasions, modified this tactic by using the friendly artil-
lery's noise to cover the sound of sniper and other small arms fire.

Recommendation. Units should use single volley fire whenever the threat of
enemy incoming exists and the tactical situation permits. Personnel should be
alerted to concentrate on locating the source of enemy fire immediately follow-
ing the volley.

Socurity of M102 Base Plates.

Observation. Difficulty has been experienced in preventing displacement of
the ML02 Howitzer when emplaced in soft soil. In several instances, the
carriage stakes were uprooted after firing as few as three rounds at charge
seven. After many attempts to brace the howitgers, the following method
appears to have solved the problem.

Evaluation.

Step 1: Place the howitzer in the selected position and mark the stake positiond
on the ground. Then move the howitzer out of the area.
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Sicp 2: Carceiuviiy dig Lresches, Lo the exact size of the timbers or ammo
boxes depending on availability of materials. See inclosure €& and ba.

Step 3: Place the tinmbers/amewo boxes into th:e prepared trenches so that

they arc flush with the ground surface and tie them together by nailing

sides nf arwmo boxes. NOTE: If ammo boxes are used, they must be packed firzly
with z0il to prevent crushing.

Step 4: Move the howitzer over the platform and lower the baseplate. In-
sure that the holes are directly over the marks made in step 1 above.

Step 53: Drive the baseplate stakes in between the timbers/amms bux.s as
shown in inclosures 6 and 6a.

NOTE: In loose dry soil, wate:r should be poured vver the platform after the
howitzer is staked down to cause compaction >f the soil becween the boxes/
timbers.

Recormendation. That all artillery battalivns cquipped with the Miu2
howitzer be informed of the units sciution te the problem.

Plotting of Friendly Villag: Locations.

Observation. It is sometimes difficult to determine the exact location of a
friendly village due to outdated maps and recent moves of the villages.

Evaluation. Friendly villages within the range of a Q4 radar can be accuratcly
plotted by hovering a helicoprer over the village while the Q4 determines

the place courdinates to the location. Tiis method may be used also to verify
deserted villages.

Recommendation: That ail Arty units be advised of this procedure.

Dial-a-0uad

Ubservation. When lists of ninimum quadrant elevations (MCE) are used, it
is possible, in the rush to compute the initial data, to read an incorrect figurec.
Therefore a need exists for a simple way to read MQE.

Evaluation. One battery was located near the Polei Kleng Special Forces

camp. Due to the ma=ny masks in the area, My Es had to be computed every

400pt, which resulted in a total of more than 600 MQEs. To solve the prob-

lem, the unit devised the "Dial-a-Quad” system of recording MQEs. To con-
struct a “Dial-a-Quad, cover a cardboard cylinder with lined paper. The

lined paper then is covered with acetate. The deflections (i.e.-0400-

0800) and the related MQEs are written on the cylinder under the appropriate
charge in greace pencil, and the cylinder is enclosed in a cardboard box which
nas a slit in it so that only one line of MQEs can be read. When a mission is re-
ceived, the cardboard cylinder is rotated until the appropriate piece and charge
can be read in the slit. See inclosure 7.

Recommendation. That the "Dial-a-Quad” be used to simplifv the storage and
read out of MGEs. )
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AVDDD-AC, SUBJECT: Operation Report - Lesson Learned for the Period Ending 30
April 1969 RCS-CSFOR -65 (Rl)

Air Advisory Made Easy-The Maximum Ordinate Graph

gy

Observation. The posting of an accurate air advisory is necessary to warn
} aircraft of artillery fire.

Evaluation. There are three parts to an artillery air advisory; direction
in degrees, distance in meters and maximum ordinate in feet above sea
1 level. Direction is determined from the firing chart by use of degree
markers placed every 10 degrees around the edge of the chart. Distance is
found by using the RDP chart range and adding a 1000 meter buffer zone.
Maximum ordinate above sea level can be found in table G (Supplementary
data) of the appropriate Tabular Firing Table. To this figure the altitude
of the battery must be added. The resultant is the maximum ordinate. The
requirement to consult the tables for each mission introduces not only a
confusion factor into the conduct of the mission but also adds to the time
required to pest the air advisory. This unit has constructed graphs, an
example of which is shown in Inclosure 8, which graphically depicts the maxi-
mum ordinate as a function of range. The chart is placed on a hard surface
and covered with acetate. Upon occupation of a new position the altitude
of the battery is determined. This altitude is rounded up to the next higher
500 foot interval and is established as the base line of the graph. The
i ordinate is labeled in 500 foot intervals. With the desired charge and
range known, the maximum ordinate can easily be found.

Recommendation. That maximum ordinate graphs be used in the computation
of an air advisory.

Tactical Command Post Located Outside the Unit's Area of Operations

Observation. It is possible that a tactical command post will be located
outside the unit's area of operations, and beyond the range of the
artillery under its control to fire counter battery fires.

Evaluation. It has been established that enemy forces habitually use the
same positions to locate their weapons. If at all possible these positions
should be gotten from the unit into whose area the tactical command post

is moving prior to the move. A map inspection should also be made and all
likely weapons positions added to the list. Detailed coordination must be
made between the artillery battalion CP and the Artillery headquarters
controlling fires in the area to insure all Counter Battery Targets are

passed to the firing units. A quick fire frequency is established and grid
clearance problems are resolved.

Recommendation. That the above mentioned actions be accomplished prior to
any move of the Tactical Command Post to insure fast and accurate counter
fires on any enemy weapons positions conducting a standoff attack.

Control of Artillery when Two Infantry Battalions are Located on the Same

Fire Base

Observation, Whenever two infantry battalions are co-located on the same

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVDDD-AC, SUBJECT: Operation Repurt - Lesson Learned for the Period Ending 30
April 196% RCS-CSFOR -65 (R1)

firebase and operating in the same area of operations, problems arise in cont-

rolling the supporting artillery which could result in lengthening reaction
time.

Evaluation. This problem was reduced by locating both artillery liaison offi-
cers in one area with wire communication to the tactical operation centers.

Thus fires could be cleared on both sides of the FCL simultaneously. In addi-
tion, GT problems were minimized by combining the assets of both battalions.
“Quick Fire” channels were established locally and monitored by all personnel
concerned. Liaison personnel monitoring the "Quick Fire" channels never entered
the net unless there were conflicting priorities to be settled.

Recommendation. When two or more liaison teams are located on the same fire-
base, "Quick Fire" channels and the FCL must be established as soon as possible.
Whenever possible, the liaison officers should be co-located to insure that
accurate and timely fires are not delayed by control problems.

Actions to Reduce Effects of Ground to Air Fire Against Aircraft:

Observation. Aircraft carrying artillery resupply received ground fire while
attempting to land at firebases.

Evaluation. In each case the NVA deployed their anti-aircraft weapons after
the heli-pads were cleared and constructed. The™Weapons were well ccrcealed
by the triple canopy, enabling them to fire at aircraft on short final only.

Recommendation. That units construct at least two heli-pads at opposite ends
of the firebase, so class V and other critical resupply can continue without
delay caused by the necessity of waiting for the infantry to sweep areas from
which helicopters have received ground fire.

Improved Conventional Munitions Canister Clearance Procedure:

Observation: Firing tables for Improved Conventional Munitions (ICM) provide

no information on canister impact or predicted point of impact for a round
which fails to function.

Evaluation. To prevent injuries to friendly elements, the area in which the
ICM canister and associated debris fall must be clear of friendly elements.
Present firing tabies do not give such information. This unit has devised a
procedure for area clearance which is shown in Inclosure 9. The procedure
has been accepted by the 4th Div Arty for use in all battalions. The point
of fuze function is computed by using proper ICM gunnery procedures. The
point of HE impact is that point at which an HE round fired at the final ICM
quadrant (QE) would impact.

Recommendation. That until further tests and experiments can be conducted,

the IC!{ canister clearance diagram as shown in Inclosure 9 be adopted for use
in those artillery units having ICM capability.

3. (U) Training. None

4. (U) Intelligence. None
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50 (0) logistics, None
6. {U) Organization. None
7. (U) Tactical Cover and+Deception. None

Use_of KY38 with the AN/VRC-h6

Observation. The KY8 secure voice device is very sensitive to ‘voltage inpute -

The instability of power supplies at the line batteries does not provide reli-
able securs Fi! comminications capability,

Evaluation. The Lth Division Commnications Security logistics Support Sec-
{3on (CSIZS) has develoned a cable which allows use of the KY-38 with AN/VRC=lb.
(The KY#38 was designed primarily for use with the AN/PRC-77). The KY-38's
superior performance over wider voltage ranges, as well as its virtual elimi-
nation of over heating problems, makes it ideal for providing secure FM capa-
bility at line batteries, The cable fabtricated by the ith Division CSISS
allows the user to take advantage of the qualities of the KY-38 and the greater
range of the AN/VRC-46.

Recommendation. Thet the systom developed by the Lth Division CSLSS e
adopted for use wherever power or over heating prohlems reduce the effect-
iveness of the KY~8.

observation. The KY=38 ls powered by two BA-386s or a power pack. The
shortage of power packs necessitates use of BA 3868 in most installations.
The need to conserve batteries increases the tendency to use the KY=38
only where sbsolutely recuired. This is not in accordance with the pre~
ferred policy of using full-time secure communications.

Evaluation. The Amplifier Power Supply Group 0A=3633/GRC, used with the
RI-5057PRC-25, produces sufficient power at the voltages required for
operation of the KY-38., Use of this power supply allows use of the KY«38
on full time ciphor while eliminating the requirement for frequent replacee
ment of the BA=386s. The power may be tapped inside the OA=3633/GRC or
from the cable connector on front of the 0A=3633/GRC. As many units norme
ally use the AN/PRC-25 independent of the amplifier power supply, thesc
units are usually available for use in the manner described above.

Recommendation, That the 0A-3633/GRC be used as a vower supply fcr KY-38s
where standard power packs ars not available, '

For THE COMMANDERS
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AVDH-GC-ME (30 Apr 69) 1st Ind

3UBJ LT: Operational Report of Division Artillery, 4th Infantry I)ivision
for Period inding 30 April 1969

DA, HIADQUART:RS 4TH INFANTRY DIVISICN, APO SF 96262 14 lay 1969

Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFA-GC-HIST, APO SF 96350

(U) This headquarters has evaluated and concurs with the Division Artillery
Operational Report - Lessons Learned,

FOR Tils COMMANDAR:
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AVFA-GC-HIST (30 Apr 69) 2d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Division Artillery, 4th Infantry Division
for Period Ending 30 April 1969

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 o
TOs Commanding General, United States Arnw Vietnam, ATTN: A4iVHGC-DST,
APO 96375

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs in the attached repoft, with
the following corments:

a. Reference Section 1, paragraph 2a(3), Plei Nrong, Polei Kleng:
the 204th Bn, 21st IVA Regt is not listed in the I FFORCEV G-2 Order
of Battle.

b, Reference Section 2, paragraph 2, Construction of Personnel
Bu :kerss the recommencdation is considered valid; however, since
sapper attacks often accompany stand-off attacks, all personnel can not
be located within the second bunker,

¢, Reference Section 2, paragraph 2, Control of Artillery when
Two Infantry Battalions are Located on the Same Fire Base: the
recommendation outlines an inherent responsibility of the direct
support artillery battalion commander,

d, Reference 3Section 2, paragraph 2, hctions To Reduce Effects
of Ground To Air Fire Against Aircraft: the recammendation is con-
sicered valld; however, an effective flak suppression and countermortar
prozram must also be implewented,

e

FOR TJ COLMAN2ER:

Cy furm:
2 - LCSFOR, DA
1 - CG, hth Inf Div
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AVHGC-DST (30 Apr 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for the Feriod £nding 30 April
1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R1) (U)

HeADQUART#RS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIKTNAM, AFO San Francisco 9637517 .

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOF-LT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters,
4th Infantry Division Artillery.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning "Dial-a-Quad", section 2, page 20,
paragraph 2e; concur, This is a valid field expedient. Recommend that
the Field artillery School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, further evaluate this
procedure,

b, (U) Reference item concerning "Air Advisory Made fasy-The Maximum
Ordinate Graph", section 2, page 21, paragraph 2f; concur. The trajectory
charts are also printed in the appendices to the firing tables (FT) and
the maximum ordinate can be easily read for each charge and range directly
from the FT,

c. (U) Reference item concerning "Control of Artillery when Two
Infantry Battalions are Located on the Same Fire Base%, section 2, page
21, paragraph 2h. Concur with 2d Indorsement, paragraph c. This is stan-

dard artillery coordination procedure., Recommend no action by USARPAC or
DA,

d. (U) Reference item concerning "Improved Conventional Munitions
Canister Clearance Procedure", section 2, page 22, paragraph 23); concur.
The United States Army Ballistic Research Laboratories (USABRL) is cur-
rently conducting tests to determine case and debris impact patterns for
ICM projectiles, Recommend USABRL expedite completion of testing and
dissemination of results in order to decrease the hazard to friendly troops
and noncombatants in RVN.

e. (C) Reference item concerning "Use of KY38 with the AN/VRC-46",
section 2, page 23, paragraph 8a; concur. This matter has been previously
recognized by USARV. A number of the required interconnect cables have
been locally fabricated and distributed to units. Currently 300 additional
cables are being fabricated by the USAKCOM and will be shipped to USARV for
distribution at a rate of 100 per month commencing in September 1969, No
further action is required.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; CONFIDENTIAL
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10 oAb
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AVGC-DST (30 Apr 69) 3d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for the Period Ending 30 April
1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R1) (U)

f. (C) Reference item concerning "Use of Amplifier-Power Group OA-
3633/GRC for KY-38 Power", section 2, page 23, paragraph 8b. This appesrs
to be an acceptable expedient measure, but it involves modification of
speech security equipment and requiree knowledgeable technical evaluation,
Reccmmend this item be referred to the US Army Security Agency at Arlington
Hall, Virginia for evaluation and advice to this headcuarters,

AL,

FOR THe COMMANDiR:

C. D. WILSON

1T, AGC

Assistant Adjutant Gener-
Cy furn:
Lth Inf Div Arty
I FFV
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GPOP-DT (30 Apr 69) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 4th Infantry Division

Artillery for Period Ending 30 April 1969,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 13 AUG 49

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Dzpartment of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forward-
ing indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

28




RS,
A s e
N
% ot
!

Inel 8

¢

PR hy,

.
., Lo =
e

o

CON

D'
#

Hat

717

LA ey ke oy e
,’ I ./-’/"r’f
CPE Y '-" '
o ; :
' 7
// 7
7

Mzin Bun:s
Entrance

Bunker Within A Bunker { %6p view)

COh

Hatch

Sand Bag Roof
for Burker ...e...
Within a Bunker

CONFIDENTIAL

rwkyu-“

-.>

PP .




N WA}
ey “—,---~J:\_§______

]

CdNFID Ti

ENTi4)
CONFIDENTIAL 3

Incl 6







CONFIDENTIAL

AYND - -1V

\ YN SSEJTAOY
exoy covuooo.n p

o~

Laa]
0q PTNOM 63xWy0  pLopmyouy oq osT® pluoa
Yo®o I0J poutuiogLp $ pue y¢c axesgrnoy
g0 uTn 3s0dTer ey, J0J €,4b WWTUTY

CONFIDENTIAL

Incl 7




" CONFIDENTIAL;

N |
e

- e A e vumad

[
-
v

-~

grHVITZER )

!

{
A
R

00 et Interw:.ls)
Chg}s
—]
NQ

MAX TM/M ORD) NATE (5
I
-

T
Banye

Btiyl
ALt 4000 2000 3000400C 50006000 7000 300090001000011000120003 14000 15000 17000
RANGE (i:PRS)

To set te the battery.altituda in fest. . Bousd off-4o the
iteraal ind label tie ordinate of the graph in 500! inbervals vith e e ot

The base Tncl 8 33 CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

= DISTANCE B

—m i3k

5\

t&ﬁmw‘gm point

it

- -
- -

4
A
T AT T

T
v"

777 TR A T
(T TR 75N 7771 77

FAV4

N
\ \
] Al .
\ Fuze Function
HE

S 1282

< DISTAMCE A

CONFIDENTIAL'

INCL ]

+
L3
abaibe 2. b E . i .




3
s
b
i UNCLASSIFIED \
Security Clllli(nc.(lg= [
DOCUMENY CONTROL BATA-R& D
(Security classification ol title, body of absiract and indexing annotetioh must be entered when the overall report 1a claseliled)
| ORIGINATING ACTIVITY (Comporate auther) 28, REPORT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
; HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D. C. 20310 - CONFIDENTIAL
i ; 2d. GROUP
4 ’'s 4
3 REPORY YITLE
Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Hq, 4th Infantry Division Artillery
L
4
4. DESCRIPTIVE NOTES (Type of report and incluaive detes)
Experiences of unit engaged in counterinsurgency operations, 1 Feb - 30 Apr 69.
3 AUTHOR(S) (Firet name, middie initial, last namse)
CO, 4th Infantry Division Artillery
¢. REPORTY DATE 78, TOTAL NO OF PAGES 76, NO. OF REFS
30 April 1969 37
8. CONTRACT OR GRANT NO o8, ORIGINATOR'S REPONT NUMBERIS)
b. PROJECT NO 692088
4
J
<. N /A ob. OTHER REPORTY NO(S) (Any other numbors that may be assigned
L thia report) ‘
4
d.
10 DISTRIDUTION STATEMENT

11. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 12. SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY

N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C 20310

13 ABSTRACY

[P

35

DD 1':0.:‘011473 UNCLASSIFIED

Security Classification




THIS REPOKT HAS BEEN DELIMITED
AND CLEARED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
UNDER DOD DIRECTIVE 5200.2G AND
NO RESTRICTIONS ARE IMPOSEL UPLNM
ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE,

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE;
DISTRIBJTION UNLIMITED,



