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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 5th Sp;ecial
Forces Group, lst Special Forces, Period Ending 30 April 1969 (U)
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1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR 0T UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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CC.FIDENTIAL
DRPARTMENT OF THE APMY
HEADJUARTERS
STH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBOM), 18T SPERCIAL FORCES
APO San Francisco 96240

15 May 1969

Operational Report of Sth Special Poreces Group (Abn) for
the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI}

Comnanding General, Unites States Army, Vietnam
ATIN: AVHGC-DST, APO San Francisce 96375
Coarmander-in-Chief, United States Army, Pacific
ATIN: GPOP-DT, APO San Francisco 96558

Assistant Chief of Staff for Foree Development
Department of the Army
Washington, D.C. 20310

Section 1, Operationss Significant Aetivities.

Genersl.

MISSION, The missions assigned to the Sth SFCA are as follows:
To exsrcise cammand and control of subordinate detachments.

To advise and assist the VNSY? and support the CIDG Progranm,

To act as Sector/Subsector advisors as directed by CIMUSMACY,
To provide intelligence to COMUSMACY,

To cenduct special operations,

To conduct the MACV Recondo Sehool.

GROUP 3
FOR OT UT :

692358
Inclosure 1

NOT AUTOMATIC/LLY DECLASSIFIED.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for
the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR..65 (RI)

(e) Ovganizational Structugg. See organizational chart at Inelo-
sure 1, troop disposition lists at Inclosure 3, and CIZ maps at Inrlo-
sure Ak,

(3) Comuanders and Key Personnel. Sce 1ist at Inclosure 2,

(L) Situation at the Beginning of the Repostirg Feriod., At the
end of the last quarter, enemy wctivity had dropped off considerably,
Aggressive friendly operitions coupled with wide-ranging airstrikes seem
to have checked a long heralded "Winter-Spring Otfenaive,” In I CTZ large
enemy urits had once again renewed the threat to the DMZ and QUANG-TRI
Province, Intelligence sources in II CTZ reported large enemy buildups
weat of KONTUM near Camp BEN HET (A~2LL), SAIGON still remained the
Communist ‘s main target but Allied forces were organized in depth and any
major enemy troop movement toward the city was almost certain to be discovered.
Border camps, such as BEN SOI (VNSF A-135) and KATUM (A-322), were subject to
constant attacks by fire, In the Delta the Lth Mebile Strike Foree Command
was still bogged down in the NUI COTO mountain area. Several attacks on TUK
CHUP Knoll. the main enemy redoubt, had not been successful, Throurhout IV
Corps, however, an increasing Chieu Hoi rate indicated that local VC forces
were having considerable difficulty holding their units togeth..r, There were
intelligence reports that NVA units were being introduced into the Delta,
Throughout Vietnam the enemy seemed to be preparing for a major offensive,
If for no other reason than commemoration of last year's TET Offensive the
Commurists probably felt foreced te launch another this year, either during
the Holidays »r immediately thereafter. Yet this very expectation insured
that ARVN as well as othar Allied units would be ready to counter any enemy
attack,

(5) Operations, The statistical data on operations conducted during this
quarter arz shown at Inclosure 5, The TET holidays passed uneventfully, but
wmnediately thereafter on the night of 22-23 February attacks-by-fire were
lauriched across the country against Allied bases and outposts as well as
Vietramese :zities, Yet very few of these were fellowed up by greund attacxs,
Nowrsre was taere the suiicidal fanaticlsm ef last year's TET vattles, The
eneryy 's purpose was to gain the greal.est publicity, especially in the United
States; at a manimum cost in men and equipment, But this very stratesy may
indir~ate 2 weakening in both the enemy's resources as well as their morale,

The so-called "Winter-Spring" offensive would sputter on and off throurhout the
next two months, The most threatened camp in I CTZ was TIEN PHUOC (A-102) where
the enemy overran one outpost and attempted to besiege the camp itself, Mobile
Strike Force units assisted by AMERIZAL Division elements conducted operations
in the camp's TAQR and relieved enemy pressure, Throuphout late February in IT
CTZ Camps BEN HET (A-2LL) and DUC CO (A-253) received attacks-by-fire and the
enemy appeared to be massing for drives against PLEIKU and KONTUM Cities, These
never materialized, On 3 March the Communists, for the first time in IT CTZ,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for
the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSPOR-&5 (RI)

employed tanks in an unsuccessful attack against BEN HET, A minefiseld,
planted by camp forces, blew up two of the PI-76 tanks and the rest re-
treated, In IIT CTZ the enemy as part of the offensive assaulted the
SIEN HOA-LONG BINH complex but they were fairly easily repulsed, Camps
BN SOI, KATUM, and DUC HUR (A-:325) were harassed continuocusly by hostile
rocket and mortar barrages, The most significant CIDG battle in III 2TZ
occurred in War Zone D where the 3rd MRFC Operation CENTURIAN VI made
contact with elements of the 275th VC hegiment Sth VC Division, Over
300 enemy were killed in the engagsment, 1n IV CTZ the Lth and 5th Mobiie
Strike Forces. teaming up in & brilliant month-long battle, routed . .o

Comunists fror TUK CHUP Knoll and drove them out of the NUI COTO i. .untain
area,

(6) Situation at the End of the Period, The Enemy‘s "Winter-Spring" Offen-

sive; which had consisted almost exclusively of stand-off attacks-by-fire, died

out about the middle of April, A new offensive was rumored in intelligence
reports, supposedly to begin in late May or early June. In I CTZ mejor enemy

units had withdrawn to base areas in order te resupply and retrain, The Commun-
ists were expected to increase their rocket and mortar attacks and even launch
limited ground probes in an effort to draw attention away from their rice-pathering
activities, BEN HET (A-2L)) remained the most threatened camp in II CTZ since

a significant number of enemy units were still concentrated in or near its TAOR,
Any friendly cperations in that area could expact to encounter heavy NVA epposition,
In III CTZ nhostile pressure continuad against Camps BEN SOI (VNSF A-136) and

KATUM (A-322). Allied eperations and massive air strikes seemed to have thwarter
any Communist plans for larger-scale ground assaults toward SAIGON. The problem

in IV CTZ was what to do with the NUI COTO area now that it had been taken, The
danger was chat half-hearted pacification and RF/PF operations would allow the

ensmy to seep back in, Nine months of bloody fighting by two Mobile Strike Force
Commands wouid then have been in vain., There were also intelligence reports that a
regular NVA division was moving dowm along the IV Corps border with Cambodia for
possible infiltration inte the Delta, While thias might mean a step-up in the
fighting tempe, it would also signify that local ¥YC efforts were failing and

needed an infusion of fresh outside forces, Country-wide Communist efforts were
characterized by Andecision and uncertainty., This could be the result of the

Paris Peace Talks or successful ARVN and other Allied operations or a combination

of both factors. Enemy strategy will probably seek to inflict maximum casualties,
especially on American troops, at a minimum cost. This will gain much publicity
while preserving enemy strength for the post-war struggle in the Republic of Vietnam,

(7) Changes in Organization,

(a) Camps CUNG SON (A-221), HA TAY (A-227), and TAN RAI (A-232), a1l II
C?Z camps, were converted to the RF status on 31 March 1949,

3

CONFIDLNTI/L

LI IR

o

TR

Bl r

Bl

R M B b i




SCUEILLIT !

AVOB.C YHRN VI DN 15 May 1969

SUBJUCT . Opera 1omal Report of Gt), Special Forces Group (Abn) for
the Piriod Bnding 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR.65 (RI)

(b) Camps DONG TRE (A-222), BUON BL&CH (A-23R), and VINH TIANH
(A-120), the latt:r a VNSF camp, are underpoinp the conversion cycle at
this time and are scheduled to convert to RF on 3D Jure 1969,

(¢) Bifeetive 25 April “he four interior camps .n T CTZ, MY DA
(A-u23), MY DIT™N IT (A Li6), MY PHUOC TAY (A Lll). SR AUAN TT
(A-1L4) came under the uirect centrol of .ompany D, Furterty Camp MY
DA was under Detachment B.-L3 at CAO LANH while the other thrac were
contr~iled by Detachment B.l1 at MOC HOA,

(8) A 1list of VIPs who visited ‘his headquarters during the renurting
period is found at Inclosure 6,

{9) Inclosure 7 contains the General Order for the award ~f the
Congressional Medal of Honor on 17 Anril to SFC K7 Fred W. wabitosky.

(10) The February, March, and April 1969 issues of the Green Beret
Hagazine are attached as Inclesure 8.
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SUBJRCT: Operational Report of Sth Special Porces OGroup (Abn) for
the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSPOR-65 (RI)

b, Intelligence,
(1) I Corps Tactical Zene.

(a) 1In early Pebruary the total enemy strength was approximately
105,000 personnel of whom 38,000 were cembat troops, Contacts and enemy
activity remained censrally light as the ensmy suffered the loss of many
of their major cashes, The enemy sustained heavy lusses when they att-
enpted to initiate a series of coerdinated attacks following the TET Hel-
idays. At the end of April the enemy was estimated to have approximately
85,000 personnel ef whem 32,000 were combat treops. These lesses were
attributed to aggressive friendly sweep operations and the loss of large
medical and foed caches resulting in a large number of desertions and
deaths due te insufficient food and medical attention. Throughout this
poricd enenmy ferces operated with twe confirmed WVA divisions, 17 to 19
independent regiments, and approximately 75 te 80 maneuver ba{tuliom.

(b) During the first half ef February enemy activity within Speeial
Forces TACR's remained at a low level, Enemy activity was characterized
by infiltration of persennel and equipment while units retrained ard refit-
ted fer planned effensive activities, There were numerous agent reports
indicating infiltratien threugh the IMZ of multi-battalion and regimental
size enemy units, which wers prabably the 27th and 2L6th WVA Regiments,
Sporadic greund centacts with squad and platoen-size enemy forces were
epsarved during the TET Helidays, On 22 Fsbruary the enemy launched wide-
t:prnd attacks-by-fire and ground 'prebes against pepnlation centers and

ilitary instellatiens including MAT LOC(A-101), HA THANH(A-10L), and
pm PHUOC(4£-102). TIEN PHUOC was the most threatened camp with both the
camp and its eutposts receiving attacks-by-fire and ground nrobes. During
this siege the camp received 250 rounds of mixed mortar and recket fire
while an additional 250 te 300 rounds impscted sutside the camps perimeter.
Camp operations frem TIEN PHUOC met stubborn resistance from fertified
pesitiens eccupisd by VC Lecal Ferae units supported by elements of the
31st NVA Reginent, 2nd NVA Divisien, and the 78th VC Lecal Force Artillery
Battalien, Marine Operation DEWEY CANYOE severely limited the enemy's
capability to sustain offensive activities in A SHAU Valley, Hostile
activity during the first week ef March increased sharply as the enemy
launched widespread, ceerdinated attasks-by-fire against pepulation cen-
ters; prevince and district tewns, military installations and outpeats
throughout I CTZ, Intelligence reperts frem MAI LOC continued to indic-
ats the enemy was infiltrating men and material through ths northern por-
tion of the TACR, A Special Ferces agent repert stated unidentified NVA
unita of multi-battalien-size were lecated en the plateau seutheast of
THOOMG DUC, The 2lst Regiment ef the 2nd NVA Division had been carried in
this area since the Octeber attack on the camp., The threat te TIEN PHUOC

5
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SUBJKCT: Operational Repert of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for
the Period Ending 30 April 1969. RCS CSPOR-65 (RI)

appeared to have been relieved hy reinforcaments of the camp Mobile Strike

Porce and AMBRICAL Division elements, A total of 653 WVA/NC were confirmed

killed by all sources, During the first weeks of March usually reliable

sources had indicated significant enemy buildups along the eastern frinpe :
of the HA THANH, MINH LONQO(A-108) and BA TO(A-106) TAOR's, There were i

indications that these forces were moving in order to attack QUANG NGAI

City and DUC PHO. Altheugh these attacks never materialized, the movement

of the 3Ird WVA Division posed a sericus threat to CIDG camps in QUANG NGOAI

Province, Interropation of the executive officer of *he llLlst WVA Regiment

reveaied that an enemy armored personnsl carrier regimun' equipped with

Soviet BTR.50 armored nersonnel carrisrs and an artillery regiment equipped

with Sovaet 122mm field artillery pieces were located 35 kilometers west :
of THUMNG DUC. Because of the enemy's capability ef armor and artillery

in the KiE SANH area and the A SHAU Valley, it is possible that the enemy

has this capability in the western regions of QUANG NAM Province, Inter-

rogation of a POW captured 12 kilometers northe.st of MAT LOC revealed he 3
was a member of a transportation battalion subordinate to the 325C NVA )
Divisier, The unit had infiltrated through the DMZ early this year and was

to orepare a bace camp or further elements of the 3°5C Diwvision which

ware then ‘ocated just nerth of the DMZ, It is believed elements of the

376C wivision were respunsible for the sharp increase in attacka-by-fire

against friendly installations during mid-March in QUAMG TRI Province, A

-5 March camp operation from MAI 1OC discoversd segments of a Russian manu-

factured SA.z surface-to-air guided missile seven kilometers southwest of

the camp, Friendly sweep eperations centinued to discover vast caches

Russian and CHICOM manufactured squirment in western QUANG TRI Province and

the northern pertien of the A SHAU Valley., Juring April enemy activity dropped

to an all time lev level within Special Forces TAOR's as the enemy's :'ost-TET

Offensive was belleved to have ended in I CTZ, All enemy units returned to

safe areas in order to retrain and refit for renewed offensive activities,

The date of this new offensive has often been mentioned as HO CHI MINH's

birthday er. May 19, Threughout the reporting poried the enemy continued

improving his lines of communication, The snemy began construction of 7
HAY®S Road which runs from Laos through southwestern QUANG NAM Province i
and, if the previous speed of conutruction eontinues, will reach KHAM TOC i
at the end of May. Reute SL8 through K SEAU Valley continued to be well ]
used and maintained, probably by elements of the 83rd WVA Engineer and 9th :
WVA Infantry Regiments., Due teo the losa of major cache sites throurhout I

CTZ enemy morale fell to a low level although cadre continued to promise

their troops a major victory and American de-escalation o the war,

(2) The rumored use of new weapens and equipment was not confirmed
in I C?Z although reperts indicated the enemy intends teo introduce several
weapens, The continued eaccuracy 8f the RFG-2 and RPG-~7 against friendly
installations in the CUA VIET River Valley indicates the possibility of an
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SUBJ®CT: Operatior.al Report of the Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for
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infrared capability. There have been recent reports of the anamv along

the CUA VIET River possessing an 8lnm shoulder-held reeoilless riflse,

It is poasible this weapon 13 the equivalent of *the Soviet Rri..iu, The
capture of 12 Soviet 127am field artillery nieces during Operation IWWRY

CANY(M emphasized the cnemy's attempt to increase their artililory sapahility
in I CT2Z, During ths reporting period the snemy aubstantinlly decressed

. their use of artillery fire from within the DMZ against friendiv installations,
Reports of helicopters and Mairborne lighta" continued to he received along
the DMZ, Readouts of aerial photopraphy continue to identify Soviet tanks,
scout cars, and armored nersonnel carriers in Lacs and North Vietnam, The
Soviet P76 Light Amphibious Tank has not been confirmed in I CTZ siner LANG
VEI Special Porces Camp was attackad and overrun in February 1968, The use ot
amor in future enemy attacks, howsver, cannot be overlooked,

(d) At the end of the reporting period major enemy units h~d withdrawn
ta base areas and were conducting resupply and retraining activities, Even
though malor snemy forces are not in attack pesitions the eneny is still
capable of rapidly deploying his forces in an offensive posture and conduc-
ting widespread attacks-by-fire and ground attacks against friendly fire
suppert bases, sutpests, district tewns and pooulation centers, MAI LOC 1
and other friendly installations in QUANG TRI Province are vulnergble to ,
attack by the 27th, 2Léth and 270th NVA Regiments and the 31lst Group, These )
forces zould be reinforced by enemy units north of the DMZ including the
308th, 2Cth and 325C MVA Divisions. In QUANG N-M Prevince the enemy is
sipable of attaclkdng THUNG DUC and WOMG SOW(A-105) with the 31lst and 1llst
Hogiments and the lst VC and 21st WVA Regiments, 2nd ¥VA Divisien., These
ferces can ba supported by the 368B WVA Artillery Regiment and elements of
the 68B NVA Artillery Regiment, TIE% .fiUOC and ether outposts in QUANG
TIN province are vulnerable te attack by the 31st Regiment of the 2nd NVA
Divisien. supported by 5 VC battalions, CIDG camps and friendly installations
in QUANG NQAI Prevince are subject te attack Ly elements of the 3rd NVA
Divisien, the 38th, L8th, and 81lst Lecal Force VC Battalions, and the LOlst
Sapper Regiment, Friendly forces in I CTZ can expect an increase in attacis-
by-fire and ground probes during early May as the enemy attempts to draw at-
tention away from their rice gathering activities, Majer enemy offensive
activity in the northern three provinces will be limited due to aggresesive
frisndly operations which have captured mmereus enemy caches and have
hampered snemy infiltration into South Vietnam frem laos,
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SUBJECT: Operatienzl Report of Sth Special Forces Greup {Abn) for
the Psriod Bnding 3C April 1969, RCS CSFOR.65 (RI)

{e) u03d SOD Activities, Personnel of the 403d completed their
operations building aid are currently presenting daily briefings to the
CO and S.:2 Officer of Campany C. On 5 February L03d SCD personnel, as
representatives of Company C, presented a formal briefing to the III MAF
ground re:ciinalssance conference, The following &reas were discuased
during the briefing: the responsibility to report wirs sightings immed-
iately and accurately, the channels for reporting these and requesting
assistance in wire tap operations, and the differert typeas of equipment
usuaily deployed on wire tap operations, Recently the unit received addit-
ional wire tap equipment and is now capable of supporting several concurrent
operations, A briefing on wire tap operations to include enemy landline commun-
ications; types of wire tap equipment;, and methods of deployment has been
prepared for Special Forces personnel, (Company C)

(£) Diastrict Intelligence and Operation Coordinating Centers {nprocc),
DIOCCs have been eatablished in or adiacent to all Speclal Yorces A detach-
ments in the I CTZ. The mission of the DIOCC coordinator who is subordinate
to the Distrirt Senier Advisor, is to coordinate intelligence activities at
the district 1evel, He is primar concerned with identifying and neutral-
izing Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI) in his area of operations., As a result
i tne close professional association between Special Forees intelligence
sergeants and these coordinators information concerning enemy units and VCI
13 furnished on a timely basis, Recently an inteiligence collection agent
employed by TRA BOMG District gathered information concerning a meeting of a
large number of VC in that area, This information was initially reported to
the GVN District Chief, then passed to the DIOCC coordinator who in turn not-
ified the intelligence sorgeant at Detachment A-107. Based on this the Det-
achment Commander coordinated an operation with the commander of an Americal
arviilery unit in the arva, H:I fire was placed on the meeting site, Ne
tody count was sbtained from this; however, a large secondary explosion was
observed, (Company C)

(z) II Corps Tactical Zene,

(a) 1In early February the estimated enem. strength in II CTZ was 60,
000 personnel of whom 36,000 were combat troops, ZKnemy aetivity continued
at a iight level for the first three weeks but rose sharply in the final
week of February due to the enemy's initiation of the Winter<Spring Offen-
sive, During this offensive the enemy suffersd moderate losses due to
friendly operations, At the end of April the estimated enemy strength in
II CTZ was 54,000 of whem 3L,500 were combat troops. Though the enemy suffer-
ed moderate losses they began to replace these vy infiltrating combat troops

in small numbers into II CTZ along the Cambodian border from base camms located
ir Cambodia,

() After a 1lull during the prior three months, enemy initiated activity
increased greatly with the initiation ef the Winter-Spring Offensive on the
night of 22-23 February, BEN HET (A-2LL) was the hardest hit of all Special

CONFIDETIAL
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the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFR-65 (RI)

Forces camps in IT CTZ, Fragments picked up from the heavy attack-
by-fire revealed they were from an 85mm field gun, A FAC later gonfir-
‘med three of these positions located along the Cambodian border, Also
during Pebruary a maior relocation of enemy units was noted in II CTZ,

The 95th, 18B and 1010 WVA Regiments, which were previously located in

II CTZ, were identified in III CTZ, During the month increased road
activities wers noted in the Tri-border area, Documents captured during
this time idertified the K25A and K:SB Engineer Battalions, The docum-
ents revealed these units had the mission &f repairing roads in the Tri-
Border area, EKlements of the 66th and 2Lth WVA Regiments moved from Ceam-
bedian base areas to positions threatening Special Forces Camps POILFI KLENG
(A-2l1) ard PIXI MROMG(A-113), Operation BIMH TAY 48, an AR"N-US operatien
conducted in western KONTUM and PIEIKU Provinces, resulted in heavy enemy .
casualties, During the last week of February and the first week of March : i

the enemy continued to shell Special Forces Camp BER HET with artillery
and mortar fire. (pn 3 Mareh the enemy conducted an unsuccessful armor
attack on th~ camp 1n which the enemy lost two }I.76 tanks, Documents
taken from o.1c of the destroyed tanks revealed that it was from the 202nd
Armor Regiment, It is deubtful. however, that the whole armor regiment

is located ir the area, Throughout March enemy activity was centered in
the Westerr Highlands while the remainder of the corps experienced a low
level of activity., POLEI KIENG reported receiving 105mm howitzer fire on
7 March, indicating that the read in the B-3 Front area had been completed
and was being used to transpert artillery and troops towards POLRI KIENG,
Enemy activity was reported at a lew level durirg early Aprii in northwestern
II CTZ, while eneny activity increased in the R-?3 arsa, Analvsig of
decunents captured during Zate March and early April by Speecial Foreces

Camp DUC LAP (A~239), Cump AN LAC(A-23L) and 3rd MSF Battalion identified
the TRUOMG SOM Trarspc. cation Regiment, This is composed of the 25lst and
252nd Battaliens, The 251st Battalion picks up equipment from the NAM LYR
base area and delivers it to the 252nd Battalion which has the mission of
delivering the equipment to enemy units in PHUOC LOMG Province, Documents
captured east of TIEU ATAR(A=231) fream 19 to 23 April and a PW captured

by elements of the 17th Cav on 23 April identified the E-12 and E-19 NVA
Regiments, The mission of these units was to infiltrate to PHU YER and
KHANH HOL Provinces, It 1s expected that the enexy activities will continue
to be moderate as onemy treops step up infiltration from the rorth to base
areas lecated in Cambodia and then into RVN.

(e¢) On 23 Pebruary Spesial Forces Camp BEN HET received heavy barra-
ges of artillery fire which was later identified as 85mm howitzer fire,
This was the first time 85mm artillery was used in II CTZ, With the enemy
road network in the Tri-Border area, the enemy could transport artillery
pieces much mere sasily, During Mareh II CTZ also experienced 105mm how-
itzer fire for the first time, Analysis of shell fragments from DUC CO
(A-253) and POIEI KIENG plus the capture of CHICOH 105mm howitzer ammunition
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confirmed "ts use, Though the enemy has used armor in 1 CTZ, the use of
arnor was e.erienced for tne first time in II CTZ, On 3 March Soviet
PT. 76 amphibious tanks were used during the attack on BEN HET, Two
helicopters wers identified in northorn II CTZ near Special Forces

Camp PLEI ME(A..255), The first iderntification was on 10 April when

the Hawk radar system at LZ Oasis detected ar unidentified airoraft,
Chase aircraft were than dispatcimd and pursued the intruder, which was
later idertified as the Soview MI.6 HOOK,a helicopter having s maximum
cargo capacity of 13 tons, On 20 April the second identification was
made when a chase airsraft pursued and identified a Soviet MI1-L HOUND
cargo nelicopter, Though there has been no confirmed evidence of the use
made of these aircraft, it is believed that they are empioyed to transport
squipment ard troope into IT CTZ from vambodia,

(d) Currernt enemy dispositior indicate. enemy units are in the process
of relocating and reorganizing for poasivle offensive activities which intel-
ligence sources indicats will take place in May, Primary targets during the
offensive will possibly be BEEN HET as indicated by the relecation of the 66th
NVA Regiment and the LUth NVA Artillery Regiment out ¢f the CHU PA Mount:iins
towards BER HAT, Major populatiorn and US installation centers such as PIRIXU,
KONTUM, QUI NHOM. AN KHE, &nd NHA TRANG can expe:t increased enemy activity
ir the comirg months. Special Forces zamps along Cambedia such as DUC CO
(A-253) and DUC LAP remcin threatened ty eremy eiements operating in base
aress along the Cambodia-. berder, It is probablie the enemy will utilisze
tanks and artiilery in future effensives against Special Forees Camps.

(a) Counterinteii.gerce Screering Operatione, Two counterintelligence
ope b uni

screening operations wers conduc Jateraliy Yy USASF CI/COI:.]E, persommel
from Company B at Camp DUC CO (A.253) during whis period, The Iirst on 10
Pebrusry 1969 utiiized an ex-VC turned infomman* wac was fam:liar with the
area, He vo_urteered to go to A-253 and discreetly observe the GIDG within
the 'amp. During the operation eight V2,VCI suo,icts were apprehenged  Snter-
rogated. and turred over to the Pleiku National Police for further disposition,
The second operatior, was conducted on 18 April 1969 in s similiar manner, Wo
further suspects were identified or apprehended, The informant was extracted,
This later operation indicated thers has apparently been ne ensmy penetration
attempt into the camp area during a period of accelerated hostile activity
within A.253's TAGR, (Company B)

(f) Polygraph Examinations, During this peried approximately 105
polygraph sxaminations were conducted throughout Company B TAOR's, Nine
examinations proved to te pssitive, By comparing the examinations with
detailed interrogation eperts, numerous VC suspects were identified and
reutraiized. Thess were beth male and female as well as CIDG and civilian,
They reprssented all ech<lons of Cempany B and the Mobile Strike Porce units,
The subjects who had positive results from their examinations were

-
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interregated bty CI/CALL peraonnel and subsequently released to the
custedy of national police agencies for further exploitation, (Co B)

(g) Cost Cede %12 Fund Reports. Wumerous adminisirative dis-
crepsncies were roted on the and USASF monthly Cost Code 912
7und Reperts, In order to eliminate the mechanical and procedural
errors of reporting. Campany B has prepared a bilingual Cost Code
912 Pund Report guidelines sheat which was distributed to all sub-
vrdinate detachments within Company B. Thesc guidelines should help
to improve the validity of the monthly reports, (Company by

(n) Adviso.v Activities, Significant progress in counterpart
associations was neted between VMSF and USASY® S-2 personnel, The
strengths and weaknesess of the 8.2 CI/COLL operations and adminis-
tration were freely discussed and analyzed, As a result the VESF have
scheduled an intelligence school to be conducted at Company B during
May 1969 for all VESF irtelligence NCO's, VESF and USASF S.2 and
CI/COLYL personnel at Company B are currently ceordinating blocks of
instruction, teaching aids, and materials to be utilized for the
intelligence school, The goal 48 to insure that VESF and USAST intel-
ligence personnel are operating and administering with equal profie-
iency., , {Campany B

1n
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(3) III_Corps Tactiocsl Zane,

(a) In early Pebruary enemy strength in T I Corps waa betweer
6C,C00 and 65,000 perzonnel of wham L5,000 were combat troops, Con-
vasts and wrcidents increased significantiy during the latter part of
February as the enemy initiated the long expected Winter-Spring Offen.
sive, Tnroughout the period enemy forcas cperated with four confirmed
divisionsa, seven to elght independent regiments, and 30 to 85 maneuver
battalions,

(0} The enemy terminated a month of moderate activity by launching
the Winter.Spring Offensive on the night of 22.23 February, Very few of
the numerous atiacke-by-fire were foilowed by ground attacks, indicating
that the firat phase of the new offer.sive was in preparation of the battle
field., During the corps-wide attacks-by fire no mejor enemy redeployment
was noticed with the exceptien of the Tth MVA Divisicri, Three regiments
of tnis division began moving south out of the Pishhook (XTS891) after
remaining stationary for the prior thres to four months, The most sig-
nificant activity recorded during the month of February was the attaek on
the BIEN HOA LONG BINH complex. This actinn, coupied with other nearby
contacts, resulted in tne identification of the 17Ltn WVA, 33rd NVA
§5+n BYA, 275tn VC. and 27Lth VC Regiments and also revealed their tent-
ative locations in the vicinity of BIEN HOA. Durang March Camps XATUM
(A-322) ard BEN SOI(A-236) reported heavy enemy activity with the most
serious attacks being directed against BEN SOI's PHUOC TAR Outpost. A
heavy eneny build-up to the northwest, north; northeast, and east of
TAY KINMH City was also rioted throughout the month, Elements of the lst
and Tth NVA Divisions were involvwed suggesting the provincial capital
was tc b a major target for the second phase of the offensive. During
the second weex of March enemy activity shifted to the border areas of
HAU NGHIA and TAY NI¥H Provinces, A series of attacks wers directed
against KATUM, DUC HUE(4-325) and BEN SOI, The heaviest ground attack
was agsinsv BXN SOI where camp forces made contact with elements of the
271st and 273rd VC Regiments, 9th VC Divieior, The 95C NVA Regiment,
lst WVA Diviasion was identified in attacks directed against LZ Grant
(X2368834) on 8 and i. March which further indicated the snemy's threat
to TAY FINH Province, I1n war zone D the 3rd MSPC Operation Centurian IV
made contact witn elements of the 27Sth VC Regiment, Sth VC Division,
After twe days of fightirg, enemy lcsses were 19C killed by body sount,
It is felt that the heavy resistance displayed by the 275th VG Regiment
was a diversienegry tactic te allow other elements of the Sth VC Diwvision
+o move past ailied sweeping operations witheut being detected, Although
a decrease irn the numbar of enemy initiated incidents was notad for the
latter part of March, the intensity of attacks-by-fire snowed a sharp in-
crease, Serious attacks -by-fire reported on 25 and 27 March were directed
against tne ARVN Airborne Cemmand Pest lecated in the vicinity of XT192505
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which received 185 rounds of rocket and mortar firs and PHUOC TAN Out-
post which received 108 rounds, -During April ensmy activity consisted
primarily of attacks by-fire in an attempt to cover tne withdrawal of
the Tth WVI Regimerit from the Michelin Plantation and the replacement
of units ir. the torder ares,

(¢) On 12 Aprii ¥s Specialtrorces persornel observed two tracked
vehicles ir the vicinity of XT2711 and XT29.k4, ' The presence of armored
vehicles, coupled with the enemy antiaircraft capsbili’: in close prox~
imity to the camp. poses & serious threat to Camp DUC HUE.

(d7 At the present time divisional-size enemy fcrces are deployed
ir the westerr. and northern portions of the curps as well as in War Zons
D, In TAY XINH Province the enemy has in excess of 11.0C0 troops; composed

_of the 9th YC and Istv NVA Divisjons, Sgpecial Forces Camps KATUM and BEN SOI

have received the brunt ef enemy initiated activity during the past three
months and all indications are that it will continue, Ir HAU NGHIA Province
DUC HUE and TRA CU(A..326) are threatened by elements of the 9th VC Division
and Sub-Region 2, These two camps lie along a major infiltration route
which runs from the Cambodian Border to SAIGON, They wiil receive heavy
enemy activity snould the enemy attempt to mcve on the Capital Military
District, It 1is conciuded that the enemy is at a stage of indecision ard
uncertainty as allied forees continue to thwart their plamns, An inability
to complete achedulsd offensive activities and tie continued erosion of man-
povwer and regsources may have caused a re-svaluation and rsassessment of
their presen} strategy., It is estimated that the enemy is likely to con-
tinue the present series of uncoordinated, localized attagks while evalu-
ating developments on the battlefield and at the conference table befors
malkring decisive effarts towards withdrawal or towards coordinated; large-

scale offensive activity,

(¢) During the reporting peried, the polygraph examiner attached te
Cowpany A has traveled extensively within the III Cerps Tactical Zone
and was able to ephance liaisen between the USASF and the VESF as well as
with the ¥38 and the National Police, He was also directly responsible
for identifyirg 1Ol members of the Vist Ceng Infrastructurs of whom Lk
were neutralized. Frem 2 te 11 April 1969, an officer assigned to the
82 section, Company A attended a Phoenix Program orientation course, He
will be used to further this unit's active participation in the program,

(4) IV Corps Tactical Zene. . *

(a) 1Ir. early February snemy strength was appro. ‘ately L1,000 per-
sonnel of whom 35,000 were combat troops, Rnemy streng’™ remained stable
with a pessible slight increase during February and the first half of March,

| 13
CONFIDERTIAL

L Ty L




S —

oo oy

vonc CONFIDENTIAL o
SUBJRCT: Operationai Report of Sth Spesial Forces Group iAbn) for
the Period Enaing 30 April 1969. RCS CSFOR.65 (RI)

The 962nd Main Force Batialion, D1 Main Force Regamont, CU LONG Reg-
iment. and the 6th Artiilery Company were confirmad oper-ting in or near
Special Forces areas of interest, At present the enemy has five confirmed
regiments and 3. confirmed independent battalions, Totnl estimated atren-
gth is L5,000 troops with 40,000 in a combat role,

(t) Yost of the major enemy units remained within their normal arsas
of oparation: the 5.3th and 512%h Battalions in southern CHAU DOC Prova-
ince; the SC9th and 295th Battalions ir rortherr CHAU DOC Province; the
62nd Battaiion in northern KIEN PHONG Province; the 50”nd Battalion near
CAO LAMH Ciiy, the SOLth Battalion and possibiy the 257B Battalion ir the
Srow's nest area, elements of the DTT Reesiment. 'n rartnern Base Area L7u;
ard elements of the DT2 Regiment ir northern central DINH TUONG Preovinee.
Inmedictely followirg the TET Hclidaye the enomy units around CAN THu vauvy
relocated to their traditional base areas further south and have ramained
there, PW's, Ho. Chanhs and captured documents indicated that several
battalions suffered severe casualties during B.52 airstrikes, thus prompting

. this mevement, In early March enemy unite hegan to relocate toward CAI LAY,

CAI BE and MY THOG Cities, The eremy waa apparently preparing for major attacks
an DINH TUMG Province., Although indirect fire attacks increased, there were
no major ground attacks against these cities, Intersified friendly operations
toriducted in late Mar:i and throughout April forced the enemy to withdraw

from their objectives due to heavy losses, The enemy’'s degree of resistance
plus tne tactical value of the WUI COTO complex prompted the exacut ™ -n of a
major operataor to pacify the mountain, On S March the ltnh and Sth ... tle
Strike Porce Commands began the operation which terminated successfully on

7 Aprii., This is expacted to have an immense psychclogical effact on +he
enemy due to the loss of their once invulnerabls headquarters, During late
March and early April Military Region II reportedly experienced a major re-
organization, New battalion-size units were to be formed; some as conveniional
units and others as speciaiized sapper units, On 24 April indications appeared
that two sapper battaliions had been formed in DINH TUMNG Province. Although
PW:s claimed to be from the 3L1A Sapper Battalion and captured cocuments made
reference to the 34 A and 3liB Sapper Battalions, neither unit has been confir-
med in contact, Eremy activity increased notably in Base Area 70h. Large
eriewy units as well as a highly complex military installation were reported.
Just rior to the turning peint of the NUI COTO Operation, major enemy units

in CHAU DOC Frovirce deployed for a large offensive directed against the prove
incial capital. This attack was preempted by friendly operaticns resulting in

"a substantial decrsase in the combat effectiveness and morale of enemy troops

in the province,

(¢) On 12 Pebruary Special Porces Camp TUYEN NHOW (A-415) located near
the IIT CTZ-IV CTZ torder reported an unidentifisd aircraft flying north to-
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wards Cambodia. This was the first such incident reported to th's

headquarters in IV CTZ, Or. 19 Pebruary Viet Cong elemerts on KUI COTO -
employed a chemical agent to force friendly units to hreak contact, E
This was the only reported use of chemical agents against Special For-

ces units in IV CTZ during the period, Although the enemy's 127mm rocket

capability in the LLth STZ was confirmed in January and several rounds

havz Econ captured since then, the weapon was not employzd during this
period,

(d) Current encmy disposition indicates that they will continue to
avoid decisive contacts while recruiting, training and resupplying troopns,
Extensive propaganda campaigns can be expected especially in those areas
where the enemy has suffered the heaviest loszes, Friendiy installations .
can anticipate sporadic attacks-by-fire used as harassment and to screen
troop movemenis,' The eremy will probably continue to avoid Special Por.
ces camps and operations whenever possible and instead concentrate their
activities cn major population centers where the maximum rumber of civ-

ilians will ve affected or lightly defended installations where they can
be assured of victory,

(¢) During thic quarter emphasis shified somewhat frem recruiting
counterintelligence and collection agents, alihough :onsiderable recruit-
ing continued as totai agent strength approached estabiished goais, to
systematically weeding out unproductive and unreliable agents, The VCI
program continued to produce excellent results, although some detachments
were weak in this area and the number of neutralizatiors as compared with
identifications were not as high as anticipated, A large pari o1 the
difficulty in increasing neutralizations stermed from the ‘general lack of
intereat and support of the PHOENIX program by GVN authorities in KIEN
TUONG Province., The VIP program was emphasized with an increase of vole
unteer informanis beirg noted. However, problems were experienced in ob-
taining preduction of special leaflets and posters due to a large backload
of orders for local agencies, The average cost of IR's fluctuated slirht-
1y but overall remained at an acceptably low figure. Considerable diffie-~
ulty was experienced at Camp MY DA(A=433) with regard to IR production,
Finally, at the end of February 1969, sll nets were submitted for termination,
By the end of the reporting period, recruiting of new agents at this camp
was propressing satisfacterily under stringent conircl measures designed
te prevent a recurrence of the probler previously encountered, (Co D)

(£) The company S-2 Sectien actively engaged in support of Operation
HUI COTO, A collection net was established in the operational area which
provided considerable infermation., Aggressive liaison was established
with the local DIOCC which produced invaluable information and also resulted
in the loan of eight Kit Carsen Scouts te support the operation. A polvgraph
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axaminer was utiiized with considerable success, However, a six-man
CMIC team produced marginal results, partially due to the inexparience
of the interrogators. The S2 sectis: maintainsd a minimum of one offis-
or and one analyst at the gperation CP {hroeughout most of the opersation
and occcasienally augnented these with sn additional offiecer and WCO,
This arrangemont was extremely effective, Howaver, it greatly taxed
the 32 personnel resources at Company Hesdquarte.o; thereby making it
advisable in the future to have augmentatien from highsr hesdquarters
for any similar undertakings, (Co

(g) A quarterly intelligence conference was held at the company
headquarters durirg Fetruary, The first day of the coenference was ds-
voked to an interragation training class cenducted by a three -man CMIC
team. Major tepics presented and discussed on the sesond day included
the VCI progran. the VIP program, and reporting procedures, The confer-
ence also afforded an opportunity for those attending to discuss
prablem areas, (Ce D)

(h) Counterpart relations at the C-detachment level remained good
altheugn Operation WUI COTO also taxed VHSF intelligence perscnnel assets
making 1t €ifficuit to cocrdinate en cther substantive matters. (Co D)

(1) Increased emphasis was jlaced en analyzing and developing the
intelligence role and corcepts in the new border surveillance/interdiction

program, Considerable coordinatien was effected with MACV porsonnel in this

regard, One of the official preblems facing implimentation of the »rogram

is the scaroity of intelligence persennel assets, espscially OB analystr,(Ce D)

(3. As the repoerting period closed two preblem areas bascame apparent.
The first of these was the 1lsss through reassignment of one attached visual

reconnaissan-e pilet ar ' aireraft which decreased the amount of support immed-

lately availabie to the Campany. The second problem was the DERGS less of

OB and anelyst personnel which wes partially alleviated by several voluntary

exteansiont of tours, Adequate replacements are not expected, Fortunately,

as a result of extensions by CI parsonnel and the arrival aof area specialirt

replacemsnt personnsl, the personnel situation in those fields has improved
greatly. = {(CeD

16

COMFIDENTIAL




(

CONFIDENTIAL
AVOB.C 15 May 1969
SUBJECTs Operational Repert of Sth Speeial Ferces Oroup (Abn) for
the Period Brding 3C April 1969, RCS CSPOR-65 (RI)

s, Operations,
() I Corps Tactical Zone (Cempaty’ C)

During the reporting peried, Company C assets conducted a total of
373 campany or large:r, 1243 platoon, and 2,820 squad cperations, &
total of 2C2 :or.tacts were made wWith the follmnr. results- Inemy-
228 KIA, 37 captured and L weapans captureds l"riondly« ? USASK,

9 cIma, 6R!'H' RKIA . 35 USASF, 7 VNSF, 250 CIDO and umr/m'wn

17 CIDO and 1 RF.PF MIA. 53 weapons lost. The followirng significant
centacts occwred durirg the reporting period:

(a7 On 23 Pebruary. Camp TIEN PHUOC (A-102), QUANG TIN Province
sustained S rounds of mixed B2mm mortar and 172mm rocket fire, follow-
ed by a grourd attack on the camp‘’a southwest outpost, The ersmy, part
of the 31st NVA Regiment, 2nd NVA Division, succeeded ir overrunning the
OP, tut a CSP counterattack later that morning succesded ir. recapturing
the pesitior, Resuits: Enemyp- 20 KiA; Friendly-~ 12 CSF KIA, 2 USASF,
1 VESF and 13 CSP WIA L CSF MIa., WSF reinforcements and CSl operations
centinued cleariry eperations in that TAOR through 2L Msrch, engaging in
ten significant contacts with elemenis of the same eremy u.i.. Total
resuits were: RKuemy 8l KIA. 27 weapons captured; rrimﬁh 3 USASF and
2G CIDO KIA, L USASF a:d 'IS CIDG WIA, one CIDO lﬂ.’i In addition, elements
of the An.rica; Divisio:, eperating throo Km north of TIEN PHUOC, discovered
LO graves cortairirg .52 NVA bedies en 16 March, Tne enemy KIA wers
boliewed to be the result of an artillery zc¢cne sweer called by Camp TT™N
PHUOC, aithough the XIA figures were not included in KIA statistics,

{b) On 24 March; a CSF company operatior. from TRA BONG (A-107),
QUANG NGAI Province, was ambushed by ar. unidentified VC local foree unit,
eight kilometers southwest of TRA BOMG, Results: Enemy 19 KIA3 Friendly—
three CSF KIA; 2 USAST snd one interpretor WIA,

(¢) On 2 April, a CSF Company operation from BA TO, (A-106), QUANG
RGAI Prevince, raided two VO way stations of the C..29 LF Cempany, seven
kilemsters southeast of BA TO, Resultss Enemy 8 KIA, two eneryy and twe
weapons zaptured,

(1) On 9-10 April, twe companies of the lst MSPC oper:ting near
THUOMG DUC (A-109), QUANG NAM Province, engaged probable elements of the
Uist er 21st WVA Regiments, five kilometers east of THUONG DUC. Total
results of two separats contacts and a cache diccovery were' Enemvel
KIL, three enemy 16 SA 2nd CS weapons, and miscelilareous equipment cap-
tund= Friendly--i MSF EIA, 2 )SF WIA.

(e) On 15 April, a CRP operation from BA TG (A.il€;, ambughed the
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lead element of possibly the C.29 local force company, five kilo~
meters southeast of BA TO, Results: Enemy- 7 XIA, 1 samall arms
captured; Friendly- 7 CSF KIA, four small a:.» lost,

(£) Orn 27 April; a CSP company operation from NOMG SON, (A-105),
QUANG NAM Province, was ambushed by two KVA companies, beli¢vad to
be from the 50th MVA Regiment, Results: Priendly~ 1 USASF and 2
¥EF KIA; 2 MSF MIA;, 6 weapons and one AN/PRC.25 raaio lost,

g
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(2) II Corps Tactical Zone (USASP Company B and VNSF Det C.2),

During the reporting period, Company B assets conducted a total of
$31 company or larger, 2278 platoon and 8075 squad operations, A
total of L6S contacts were made with the follnwing results: Enemy-—
738 KIA, 53 enemy and 250 weapons captured; Friendly- 6 USASF and

89 CIDG KIA? 19 USASY, | VNSF and 330 CIDG Wuh$ 1 CI1DG MIA; 25 weapons
last,

(a) On 1 Pebruarr, a CSP Company operation from PLEI MRONG (A-113),
PIEIKU Province. engaged an unidantified LF VC platnon three kilrmeters
north of their camp, Results: Enemy- 8 KIA, three smali atms cantured,

(b) Or 21 Pebruary, a CSF .ompany operation from BUON BLRCH (A-238),
DARLAC Province, engaged an unidentified WVA battalion infiltrating into
central IX CTZ, 20 kilometers northeast of BAN ME THUOT, Results: Enemy-—
33 XIA, three small arms captured; Friendly, 3 CSF WIA,

(¢) During the period 23 Pebruary through 6 March, Camp BEN HET,
(A-24)); KONTUM Province, received over 900 snemy artillery, morta* and
rocke’ rounds frem the LOth NVA artillery Regiment. Increased contacts
with enemy ground elements near this camp also occurred during this peried,
On 3 March, the camp was attacked by an estimated battalion from the 66th
NVA Regiment, supported by ten tanks from the 2D2nd NV Armor Regiment, Twe
of the tanks were immebilized by a CIDG minefield on Highway S12? west of
camp and subsequently destreyed, while the remainder of the enemy force was
repelled, Results of the actirn were: Enemy-15 KIA, 2 IT .76 tanks destr-
oyed; 2 CS weapons captured, Friendly-2 CST WIA, -

(d) On 9 March, a CSF regicnal operation from DONG "RE (A-222), PHU
YEN Province, discoversd 20 VC from the 85th Loocal Force battalion eating
lunch at a concealed base camp, The CSF squad broke into two proups,
engaging the enemy units with grenades and SA, sealing off escape routes,
Resylts: EKiemy«=20 KIA, 10 small arms and miscellaneous documents captured,

(8) Oc 16 March, the ?nd battalion, 2nd MSFC, operating near BEN HET, ; !
(A-2LL}, engaged a reinforced cempany from the 66th WVA Regiment, entrenched
in & deserted Lth US Division FSB, 17 kilemeters west of DAK TO. Results:

Eaemy~- 28 KIA; 7 small arms captured} Friendly- 2 USASF KIA, 1 USASF and
12 SF VIA, '

(£) On 26 March, a combined CSF two-company eperation from DUC AP,
(A-239), QUARG DUC Province, and TRANG PHUC, (A-233), QUARG DUC Prov’ ‘e,
initiated contact with # reinforced WVA company newly infiltrated- f-
Cambodia, The contact occured 15 kilemeters southeast of DUC LAP,
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continued tporadically #or several days., Reaults were: BRaemy 33 KIA,
11 small arms capturedy Friendly- 1 C3F XIA, 6 CSF WIA,

(¢) On 7 April, a 3F company opsration from AN Lac, (A-23L), -
QUANG 'JC Province, engaged a company of the 252nd Bn, NVA TRUNG SON
Transportation Regiment 2% kilemeters northeast of AW IAC, Reaults:
Eremy- 25 KIA; 7 sma.l arme aud miscellanecus documerits captured;
friendly- 1 CSF KIA, 5 CSF WIA,

(o) On 15 Aprii, a OSF campany eperation from TIEU ATAR, (A-231),
DARIAC Province, initiated contact with a company of the newly infilt-
rated .19 NVA Regiment 19 kilemeters scutheast of TIEU ATAR, The
esontact was the firet of a series of nine centacts between heliborne
CSF companiss and the enemy unit, centinuing over a five-day period,
Total results wers® Enesj-~ i1l XIA; 35 small arms and srew gerved
weapor:s capturad; Frisndly- 5 CSF WIA,

(1) Oc 19 Aprii, a CSP company operation from BU PRANG, (4-236),
QUANG DUC Province, engaged an WVA Bn of the SOMG BE Regiment of 36tk
Recon Service Group; 17 kilometers south seuthwest of BU PRANG, Results:
Inemy— 27 KIA; L small arms captured; Friendly -2 CSP KIA, 1 USASF and
3 QF WA, Anctner CSF company from BU PRANG and the 1st Br. 2nd MSFC,
wers inserted i.t¢ the contact area %e ~ontinue recon: in-force éperations,
Or. early 25 Apri.; a MSF company was attacked in their night positions by
ar. estimated WVA Bn., Ths MSF unit was forced to withdraw, but recaptured
its position in a TAC AIR-supperted counterattack, The ?nd Bn Sth MSF and
the Sth Br. 2hd MSF were then inserted into the AQ and TF WOOD wss formed to
direct the operations, Results aince 19 April were? Enemy-81 KIA,
MisceiiAnecus iyall arms and documents capturedy Friendly- 1 USASF and 6
Llu KIA, 3 USASF, 1 VESF and 3L CIDG WIA,
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(3) I11 Corps Tastical Zone, (USASY Company A _and VNSF Det C-3)

During the reporting period, Company A sssets conducted a total of
900 company or larger, 2029 platoon, and 3757 squad eperations. A total
of 622 contacts were made with the following results: Eiemye 855 KIA,
nine enewy and 578 weapsns captured, F.iendlr.. 6 USASF, 3 VNSF and 118
CIDG KIAy 51 USASF, .y VASE. and 613 CIut WIA; 27 CIDG MIA; 28 weapons lost.

(2) Or 8 FPebruary, a CSF company operation from LOC NINH (A-331),
BINH LONG Province, engaged 21 unidentified NVA platoon, 13 kilometers
east of LOC NINH, Resulte: Enemy i1l KIA, 2 small arms captured.

(b) C 2) Pebruary, a CSF company operation from TRA CU (A-326},
HAU NOHIA P:ovince, cperating with USH PBR elements, engaged an enemy
plateen fram the 267th VC Bn, 15 kilometers northwest of DUC HOA, Results:
Enemy - 8 KIA; one small arms captured,

{e) On 8 March, CSF local security elements from BEN SO0I (A-136), TAY
WINH Province, engaged the 273rd VC Bn; 12 kilometers southwest of TAY NINH,
The enemy unit had ertered BEN SOI village, but was forced out by a reaction
force from camp.R:iuforcements from CSF camps and ARVN units continued the
contact against citrenched enemy forces for two days, Final results were:
eremy 49 KIA. . Enemy, 9 weapens and mixed ammo captured; Friendly-5 CSF
KIL, 3 USASF and .9 (SF WIA,

{d) On i0 March, a CSF gompany operation from WINH THANH (A-332),
BINH LONG Provi..ce, ergaged elements of the 320th WVA Regiment. 30 kilo-
meters southwest of HON QUAN, Results ~ Enemy-8 KIA; 1 weapon cantured;
Friendly - 1 USASF and 1 CS¥ WIA,

(e) ©On 19 March, a CSF company operation from MINH THANH (A-332),

» peositioned as a blooking foree on the east side of the Michelin Rubbér

Plantatior., again made centact with a unit of the 320th WVA Regiment,

The operation was part of a joint operation with US units, "ATIAS WEDGR"
and the centact occurred 30 kilemeters seuth of HOWG QUAN, Results: Eemy-
i3 KILi, 2 enemy and two small arms eaptured,

(£) On 22 Marcn, a CSP platoon from CHI LINH, (A-333), Binh Long
Prevince, arbushed & company ef the D368 leeal force battalion 25 kile-
neters seutheast of AN 1OC. The outmmbered CSF alements retained its
tactical superiority despite aggresesiva and orderly reaction to the

ambush 'y the enemy forees, Resultss Bnemy.lS KIA; three small ams ocap-
tured; Friondly -1 USASF KIA, 2 CSF WIA. ‘

(g) On 26 Ma~ch, a CSP company operation from DUC HUE, (A-325),
FAU 10HIA Prevince, engaged a battalion of the 272nd NP VC Regiment,
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35 kilometers south southeast of TAY WIXH, The CSF units had been
irserted by helicopter and ocoupied thres ambush pesitions at the

*1me of *ha contact, Results: Enemy-49 KIA; 10 weapons captured;

Friendiy~ 1 VKMSF and 4 CSP KIA; 2 USASF, 1 VESF and 28 CSF WIA,

(n) On L Aprii, a CSF company opsration from CHI LINH (A-333),
ambushed & VC plateon from the D368 Local Feree Battalion, 25 kile-
meters southeast of AN LOC, Resulta:Enemy-9 KIA; ¥ weanons and 9
decuments captured.

(i) On 9 April, a CSF Cempany operation from BURARD (A-3hLL), 3
PHUOC LOWG Province, engaged an estimated VC company from the D168 '

W battalion. 20 kilometers south southeast of SON: BE, Resultss

Rery- 7 KAy Priendly-1 CSF WiA,

(3} On iC Aprii, a CSF eempany operation from TRA CU, (4-326),
engaged a ~ompany from the 2567tk VC Bn; 15 kilometers west of DTIC HOA,
Results: Enemy 9 KIk, 2 weapens and miscellansous equipment captured,

k) O 1. Aprii, & CSP ocempany eperation from MINH THANH (4-337)
esgaged a company fram the 3I2Uth NVA Regiment 25 kilemeters seuthwert

of HON QUAN. Rezulte: Eaemy 12 KIA, three small arms and miscellaneous
ammo ard decumernts captured,

(1) ‘On 2, April; a CSF company operation from KATUM (A-322), TAY
NINH Province. cenducted a heliborne eperatien into a base area ef the
95C NVA Regiment, engaging twe enemy companies; S kilemeters northeast
of the camp, Resuits: Eaemr-7 KIA, four weapens eaptured; Miendly-~
8 CSP WIA, On the next day this same opsraticn was ambushed by an est-

imated eneny cempany. ResultesEnemy- 8 KIA; Friendiy-2 CSF KI&A, one
USASYF and 5 CSF WIA, '
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(L) IV Corps Tactical Zene (USASF Company D and VMSF Det C-L).

During the reporting peried, Cempany D assets conducted a total
of 1289 cempany or larger, 6193 platoon, ard 8075 squad operations, -
A tetal of 9 contacts were made with the following results: Enemy-
176 XI&, 5% enemy and 637 weapons captured; P-iendiy-2 USASP, 1 VNSF
and 39 CIDG XIA, 16 USASF, € VNSF and 22 CIUG WIA; 55 weapons lost,

(a) On 2 February, a combined CSF operation involving camps
under contrel of B-41, MOC HOA, KIIN TUONG Province, initiated contact
with varieus unidentified VC elements, approsimateiy 15 kilometers

northwest of BINH THANH THON. Results: Enemy - 8 KIA; Friendly-l CSF
KIA; 3 CSP W14,

(b) On 1 Maren, a CSP company operation from MY PHUOC TAY,
(A-Lk1), DINH TUCMG Province engaged two platcons of the 261A W
Bn, 30 kilo sters south southeast of MOC HOA, Results: enemysll
KIK, two KBA and 1 small arm captured; friendly.l CSF XIA, 5 CSF WIA.

(s) On 2 March, a two company, CSF BLACKHAWK operation frem MY DA
(A-L33}, KIXN PHONG Province, supported by US and PRU ground elements,
engaged two platoons of the 261B MF battalion, 32 kiiometars south of

MOC HOA.- Results: Tnemy= 13 XKIA, five enemy and 7 small arms eaptured;
Friendly - 1 GSF WIA,

{d) On 28 Mareh, a CSF eutpost from BA XOAI, (A-421}, CHAU DOC
Province, engaged an unidentified VC platoon, 15 kilometers northwest
of WUT COTO, Results: Enemy- 11 KIZ,

(e) O 7 April, a C3F cempany operation from BA XOAT, (A-421),
discevered a cache, 25 XKilometers northeast of HA TIKN, Results:
Roemy.- 28 cases ef batteries; 67 cases of small arms ammmition,

8 CHICOM switchboards, 27 telephones, and LOO lbs of medical supplies
gaptured.

(£) On 17, 23, 26, and 29 April, elements of the Ltk MSFC, conducting
static security/recen in four operations on NUI COTO after the conclusion
of the operation with Sth MSFC elements, discovered a series of cache sites,
Total contents weres L96 small arms, 5 crew served weapons, and nearly 150
cases of small arms ammunitien,

(g¢) On 19 April, a C3F platoon operation from BINH THANH TRON (A-113),
KIXN TUOMG Prevince, ambushed an estimated YC platoon; 30 kilométers north-
west of MOC HOA. Results: Baemy . 19 KIA; 1 enemy 2 small arms and misecellaneous
ammo and decuments captured; F -iendly- 2 (3F WIA.
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(h) On 21 Aoril. a CSP company operation from KINR QUAN II, (A-1LL), |
ETEN TUONG Provines, engaged an e~timated VC platoon, seven kilemeters
northvest ef MOC HOL, Resultat EBnemy-8 KIA, 2 small arne captured;. '
Friendly- 2 CSF WIA, '

(1) n 23 April, a CSP company operation from KIWNH QUAN IX, (A-1hl).
engaged a VC plateon;, possibly from the 261A MF Bn, 20 kilometers south
southwest of MOC HGA, Resultst Enemy- 6 KIA, 2 small arms captured;
Friendly~ I CSF XIA,

(3J) On 26 April, a CSPF company operation from VINH QIA, (A-149),
CHAU DOC Province, on a BLACKHAWK Operation, engaged a local distriet
company, 23 kilometers east of HA TIEN. Results; Enemy- 8 KIA, S
small arms captured; Friendly- 6 CSP KIA; one USASF anc 5 CSF WIAj
3 small arms lost,

(x) On 28 April, a CSF company operation from THUMNG THOI, (A-L32),
KIXN PHOMG Province, engaged a YC platoon from the 509th or 295tk W
Bn, 63 kilometers northwest of CAO LANH, Results: Inemy- S KIA, S KBA,
3 small arms captured> Friendly- 1 C3F WIA,
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SUBJRCT: Operational Report of Sth Special Porces Group (Abtn) for
the Pericd Ending 30 April 1965, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

(5) Specisl Operations,

(a) 3rd MSFC Operation CENTURION IV, 16 January through 17 February,
Three battalions and a recon company were committed to War Zone D in III
C?Z, with standard augmentation of artillery, FAC's, asrial relay and Army
aviation units. On L February, the 3rd Bn, 3rd ¥SFC discovered an enemy
base camp and engaged a sscurity force, Results: Enemy-10 KIA, 3 small
.armg captured and miscellaneousgquipment, ammo and aocum.nts captureds
Friendly- 1 MSF KIA,L 2 M3F WIA, On S and 6 February the 2nd Bn discovered
two caches. one of wiich contained a large amount of ammo, explosives and
squipment ; and the second of which contained 1l weapons., On 11 Pebrmary,
the 3rd Bn engaged an enemy force entrenched in an extensiva communications
certer. Rssults: Enemy- 6 KIA, numerous radio parts and ammo captured;
Friendly- 1 USASF and 1 MSF KIA, 2 ISF WI: Total enemy losses for the
. operation included 76 KIAL and £9 weapons zaptured,

(b) 3rd MSPC Operation CENTURIAN IV, L Mareh through 7 April. Deplor;ved

with a similar task force orpanization as or CENTURIAN XV, the 3rd MSFC part-

icipated in one of its most successful opsrations on record in War Zone "D"

On 11 March, the 3rd Bn engaged an unknown size enemy force and found themselves
in an enemy base camp, surrounded by enemy units, Results: after brealing out

of the area, snemy 37 KIA, friendly 2 MSF WIA, On 22 March;, a MST recon team
discovered a cache site, and captured an estimated 771 rounds of 82mm, 140
reunds 60mm and 8 rounds of 120mm mortar, 532 grenades, 99 reunds of 75mm
receillass -ifle ammo, and numereus ether mines, explosives and ammo, The

tnu on was airlifted inte the former 151st IRRP AO in reaction to intalligence,

and nads contact with elements of the 17Lth and 275th NVA Regiment, Sth VC
Division, an 24 March, Reinforeed by the 1lst Bn and supported by TAC AIR
and artillery, the unit succeeded in repelling enemy attacks and destroying
& large base area complex, Results of the hard feught twe.day contact were
190 enexy KIA, 103 KBL and 80 weapons captured, while 2 USASF and 25 MSP
were KIA, Total results ef the operation which terminated on 7 4pril were:
enemy--235 KIA, 103 KBA, 85 weapons captured; friendly--3 USASF and 28 )SF
KIA, 13 USAS? and 141 MSF WIA; 3 MSF MIA,

(e) 3rd MSFC Operatien CEXTURIAN VII, 17 April through the end
of the reporting period. Organized with standard organic and attached units,
the F(B at RANG RANG reeeived 50 mortar reunds during the first two-days of
its establishment, Results: Friendly-2 US (Wen USASF) KIA, 7 USASF, 2 US
(Non USASP) and 6 CSF WIA, On 30 April, the 1lst Bn engaged two VC companies
and discovered an enemy cachs, Results: enemy-l KIA, 162 small arms and 82
crew served woapons captured; friendly-l USASF and 10 MSF WIA,

(d) Project DELTA Opsration CASS PARK I, 29 Marsh through 25 April,

1 CT2. During the first two months o7 the reporting period, fellowing
opsration ARES in TIITI CIZ, PROJECT DELTA confined its operations to reson
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missions ir the NHA TRANG area while the 81st Ranger Bn participated in
Operation PAGQDA. near NUI BA DEN 4in III CTZ, OPCOM to the ARVN Airborne
Divisior, gp~ration,CASS PARK I commenced on 29 March in I CTZ; OPCOM to
the 10ist Airborne Division, A4 total of nine recon teams; § roadrunner
teams. ! rargar companies. three BDA platoons; and nne recor platoon
were deployed duraing this opsration, Total results were; lnemy-36 KIA,
1 enemy. 2 small arms, 1. crew garved weapons and miscellansous ammo
captured, ¥Friendly- 5 KIA; 33 WIA, 11 MIA; 19 weapons, iU radies; L
cameras ana other snuipment los*,

() Sth MSFC Operation ROOSTER II, 21 January through 13 February,
Two companies and a CRP of the Sth MSFC conducted a ssarch and clear
operation witn USN eiements in the RURGQ SAT Secret Zone of III CTZ,
These elements made 12 contacts during the three-week period, and temp-
orarily disrupted anemy attacks ~n shipping in the Capitel Area, Results:
Eriemy-62 KIA, 8 weapons capturedy Friendly-1 MSF KIA, 3 USAST and L MSF WIA,

(f) Operation WUI COTO, hth MSFC, Sth MSPC and augmentation from CSF
and RF/TF elements in IV CTZ, S March to 7 April, Despite continued opsrations
ty the Lth MSFC on NUI COTO in the Seven Mountains area of IV CTZ since 12 July
- 1968, VC eleamerts of the S10th VC Bn led by CHAU KEM continued to hold caves
and bunker complexes on that mountain, The leng, ardurous and difficult struggle
against the entranched enemy forces had taken a heavy toll of friendly person-
nel; sirce the rugged terrain and extensive boulder and cave somplexas pres-
snted formidaoie defenses for enemy snipers and defending troepa, In order
to secure the mountair. cemplex and pacify the area, the Sth SFGA submitted
2 three -phase plan te IV CT2 SA on 28 Pebruary, This plan was approved by
that headquarters; and assurances were givern of adequate TAC AIR and Army
aviatior support; with a detailed pacification plan to be implemented using
regional pepular foree-, Phase I, the cordon and search of villagss in tha
area, was executed on 5 March, although numercus guerilia and auxiliary
persornsl escaped due te untimely and insufficient aviation sssets, Phase II,
the cordor and ss:ault of TUK CHUP KNCLL, presseded slowly btut steadily,
and lasted frem 12 througn 25 March, Phase III, the assault on the main
meuntain cemplex by three battaliens of the Ltk and Sth MSFCs, was sompletsd on
7 April with the raising ef the OVN flag en that fermer enemy position, The
mest significant aspest ef the speratien was the successful, courageocus and
determined effort of the CIDO units partieipating in the attaek, whish after
regular ARVE units refermed to attack the mountain semplex, resumed the mission
until it was accemplished, A new innevation, ths use eof voluntesr USASF person-
nei. hastlly erganized in WHA TRANG, trained in the 106 RR, ,50 Cal M3 (mounted en
Jeeps; and flamethrewers, and cermitied as plateens; preved highly suceessful,
Total results of tne operatien were: Enemy- 53 KIA, SLl weapons saptured;
Friendly- 3 USASF, 3 VRSP and 33 CIDG KIK,
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d. Plans and Organisation.

(1) Camp Transfers_and Conversions,

(s) The transfer of Camp GIA VUC (A~103) on 31 January 1969 pave I
CTZ ite first camp under complete control of WWSP, thus giving each CT2
a4 minimum of one VESF camp, The transfer of GIA VUC means that the Sth
SFOA now supports seven VNSF camps countrywide which have no USASF advis-
ory elemert, The areas of administration, logistics, supnly economy,
and honest funds . .narement will continue to be problem arsss in camp
transfars, Recent semphasis in these areas has resulted in improvement in
the pre-transfer training given the VNSF, The Camp Jommander‘s Course
(CCC) at B 51 should continue to enhance the ability of VNSF officers to
assume complets control of CIDG camps, Increased emphasis during FY 70
will be placed on transferring camps to VNSP,

(b) Camps CUNG SON (R-221); HA TAY (A-227) and TAK RAI (A-232), all
II OTZ camps. were converted to RF status 31 March 1969, The eonversiom
of these camps was considerably smeother than past conversions; however, 5th
SFAA still must sarry much of the burden of cenversion that snould be born
bv ARVN and MACV personnel. The recruiting effort was narticularly success-
fvi in that all medically qualified CIDG voluntsered for RF, This amoun-
ted to 92% of the recruiting goal,

(¢) Camps DONI TRE (A..222), BUOW BLECH (4-238) and VINH THAMH (A-120), :
VESF Camp. are undergoing the conversion eyele at this time and are sched-
uled to convert to RF 30 June, Thus far the conversion proc~dure is preceed-

ing smoothly and from reperts and staff visits these conversions should be the
most successful t: date,

(d) In order to amsist the USASF and VNSY in the conversion proeess
the Sth SFGA Coriversion Checklist/Juide was updated, A1l sections of the
Checklist/Guide were revised and the following sections added: S2, Comp-
troller; S5, and Medical, These documents were issued to II CTZ elements
who are presentiy invelved in conversion but have not been issned to the :
ether CTZ elemente, As cenversions are ordered in other CTZ's, a combined
MACV/S5th SFOA zamp conversion conference will be conducted at the appropriate
company headquarters at which time the revised Checklist/Guide will be issued,

(2) Phasedewn in CIDG Strength.

(a) During the latten portion of the second quarter it was evident that
a phasedown in CIDG strength would be ordered by MACV/JGS. Planning for the
phasedown commenced and on 23 February 1969 a joint conference was held with
JaS, Represented at the meeting were JOS, MACV, VWSF, and USASF, A bi-lateral
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plan was ygreed upen 26 February 1969 with a proposed implexesntation
date of 15 .nly 1969. A CIDG strength ef 26.000 is the phasedown »oal
which will amount to a reduction through camp elosures and conversions

of approximately ore.half ef the present CIUG authorization, As a result
of this a phasedown of USASF personnel became imminent during March, Work
commenced on autherization decuments for Sth SPOA to eorrespond to the
reduction in CIDG stvength, It is anticipated that these deocuments will
be sutmitted o. 1 June to USARV in the form of MTQRE's 41 the new "G"
serias and TDA for MACSOQ, Group strength will be reduced frem 2726 to
approximately 2275, Although the CIDG strength reduction 1s almost cne-half
present authorization. thers will not be a similar sharp decreass in
USASF dus to contiruing administrative needs, the logistical burden,

and the requirement to maintain special pro scts and operations,

() The new MTOtE ‘s will encompass els nents formerly authoriged
under TDA's, Under the phasedown thers will be 38 border oriented camps,

11 cémmand and control camps and one training center, The following is
the breakout of detachments by CT2:

BORDER CAMPS C&C EIRMEETS ¥STC
A DETACHMENTS B or C DETACHMENTS  COMPANIES
I CTZ 9 2 3
II CT2Z 12 3 6
II1 CTZ 9 3 3
IV CTZ 8 3 3

B-51, B-52, B-55, and B=57 will be retained with B.55 authoriged three
¥SF Battalions, EKach border camp will be authoriszed 530 men eomposed of

. three €S¥ companies cf 132 men each (CS-1), three CRP's of 32 men eaeh

{C5.&); a if mar heavy weapons section (C3-=9), and a 16-man POLWAR team

I\IC’S"}_\'o

.\;) _Buy‘tsle

(a) Thus far i. FY69 the local programs managed by the S3
have achieved an $8 millien savings.

(o) During March 1969, the 5th SYGA Comptreiier and Budget Progrem
Managser met and formulated the budget for FYT0, It is signific: .c to
note that the program fer which the 33 is manager deereased frem $39
nillien FY49 te $17 millien in FY70, The decrease was primarily due te
the reductien in the CIDO force levels under the prejested phasedown,

(L) 1?2 (Cwmpany C). Current Piens/Cencept.
) B - E . .
(a) Or 18 Varen, co,c-pmzc‘, received a meseage from CG III WAY,
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sibject; Camp Relocation data, requesting the input for the proposed
plan to ~elocate A= Camp. to support berder surveillance missions and
interdiction of enemy infiltration routes and base areas, An analysis
of present camp locations was conducted and the rep.y sent to CG ITI
MAF with ar informstion copy to CO, Sth SFGA.

(b) On 8 £prii 69, CQ, Awerical Division forwarded a letter to
CG, III MAP, Subject: Relecation of SF/CIDG Camp TIEN PHUOC (A-102),
The CO. Americal Divieien proposed relocating the camp to the PHUOC
CHAU Vailley, O 19 Aprii &9, CO, SthPGA forwarded a memorandum to
C3, ITI WAF, Subject: Oroup’s position Concerning the Relocation of
Camp TIRN FHUOC, This cencurred with the relocation of TIEN PHUCC to
the PHUOC CHAU Valley with the specific location to be jointly detera
mined by C3, III MAF, CG, Americal Divisior. and CO, Sth SFGA,

st

() On 12 Aprii 65, CO, Cempany C, provided input te CO, 5th SFGA, -
cencerning the closing of Camp MAI 10C flel_Ol). Refarence message, 181,
CC, Company C, Sth SPOA, dtg 1201002 April 69, Subject: Ciosing ef Spec=
ial Forces Camp A-;OL (MAI I0C), It was recommended that this camp be
cic¢sed, The VMSF and tne C3, I CTZ can be expected to non-concur in this
Propo:a.,

.. )
(@) A plarmang group under the direction of BG Bennett, III MAF
Deputy Chief of Staff (Plans), which includes the Cemmander of Company
C and selected staff members, have initiated a study to determine the
feasibility ef relecating CIDG Camps to the KHE SANH/LAMG VEI, A SHAU, :
and MAY DONG/ROUNG ROUNG areas, Ths Commander VHSF has indicated their
position wiil be te relecate alery v..s popuiation vorder areas. ’

_ (o) Current plans eall for centinued recruiting of CIDG personnel
fer replacements., A resruiting team has been organized in QUANG HGAI
and hac preved quite effective, Additienal recruiting teams are being
prograswed for the QUANG TRI/DOMG HA area.

(5) II Serps Yactical Zeme (Gampany B).

(a) Or 1 Aprii 1969 all Mobile Strike Force elements within Cempany
B were consolidated undsr the centralized command and contrel of Detachment
B.2C, HQ's 2nd JEF Cwmand, eliwinating the respensibilities of Detachment
B-25 and B-2} for maintaining ene battalien sach, The consclidation should i

result in a more equitabls distributien of persemnel and equipment as well . ]
as a standardized level of performance and discipline througheut the MSF : i
Cermand,

(b) Three CIDO cemps, Camp CUNG SON (A-221), HA TAY (A-227) and TAK
RAI (A=232) wers cenverted te the RF/FP roles on 31 March, Planning
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continues for the conversion of three more camps on 30 June: Canps
DG TRE (A-272) VINH THANH (4-120) and BUON BLXCH (A.238).

(6) III Corps Tactical Zone (Company i),

{a) Current Plans end ConcoEts, A1l Special Porees/CIDG camps

contirue to uti.ize saturation patrolling techniques and aggressive
small unit operations within assigned Tactical Areas of Respensibility
(TAR's, to seek out and destroy the enemy., Ewmphasis is being plac-
ed on rapid reactien to inteiligence, the expanded use of heliborne
combat assaults. and jeint and complimentary operations with US and
ARVN forces operating in. er adjacent to, Speeial Forees TACR's. The
use of both B.52 strikes and pre-planned tactieal air assets has proven
to be a valuable extension of available fire pewer for the combat oper-
ations of both the 3rd Mobile Strike Force Cemmand and Camp Strike Torce
elements, During March alone, 151 B-5¢ strikes were conducted within
Special Porces TAGR's or in support of Speoial Forces operations, Ad-
ditionally, 278 preplanned tactical airatrikes were executed in support
of CIDG units, This expenditure of air assets represents approximately
one half of all preplanned airstrikes flewn in support of Allied Forces
operatirg within thie Corps,

(t) Long Range Plans/Concepts. This headquarters remains prepared
to accompiish those missiens as assigned for implementation in the
Cambined Campaign Plan 1969, AB 1LL(U), As of this date speeial instrue-
tions have not been received pending joint General Staff and MACV levels
of command,

(s Organization/Force Development. The organization of Campany A
has beer :hanged during this reporting peried by the augmentation of one
7 man special A .Detachment to Ben Sei. This augmentation was approved
by Hgs Sth SPOA and has been designated Det A-321, BEN SOI. Increasing
NVA pressure on the camp and its eutpost at PHUOC TAN plus cemmunicatiovs
problems in reguestirg combat support recessitated this change., Composi.
tion of this team 1s as indicated:

Detachment Commender 02
Ci/PO 0=-2
Operations Sgt K-8
Intell Sgt B=7
Medicai Spec E=7
Radie Oper Supvw B=7
Chief radio Op E-5
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(7) IV Cerps Tactical Zeme (Cempany D),

(a) Current Plans, Plans are new being made for joint US Navy
PBR and Airbeal Uperatliens. These will include cerdon and seareh,
integrated patrols, snd pessibly Airbeat/FER night waterborne ambushes,
Opcrations are scheduled te cammence as ssen as the Corpa water level
rises to an acceptable height,

(v) anisatien, Effeetive 25 April the four interior eanmps,
XY A u-xj'%m, IT (A-L16), MY PHUOC TAY (A-U11) and KINH QUAN
IX (A-1LL), came under the direct centrol of Cempany D, Each B-Detach-
ment under the new border surveillance plan has feur subordinate detach-
ments, B-j1 and B-l3 designated as Berder Cemmand and Control Campe
;ncc) remain under the eperational centrol of Lith Special Tactical

ene,

3l
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SUBJECT: Operational Rsport of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for
the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

9. Train:l_.r_lg.
(1) General. (S3 Training.)

(a) The Mobile Strike Force Training Center (MSFTC), established
av AN KHE, began treining its first company from the 5th Mobile Strike
Force Command on 3 February 1969, The MSFTIC is currently capable of
training two cycles of three companies each during a given month and
can billet a total of six companies, The MSFIC has also trainsd three
Camp Strike Force and four Mobile Strike Force companies as of 30 April
1969 in tha three week refresher program. During May a lstter of inst-
ruction will be sent to the field from this Headquarters listing require-
ments for units that will undergo training at AN KHE,

(t) The prcgram of instruction for the Combat Orientation Course
hss besn expanded to twelve days. The POl has been changed a total of
four times as new requirements are identified from the field, Or 7
October 1968 the school meved to HON TRE ISLAND where all training is
conducted except for staff briefings and & few other classes that are
held at the SF(B before the students leave for HON TRR, Because of the
expanded POT and increased emphasis placed on the school, the course
has become more effective in preparing nel personnel for assigmments
to Special Forces operaticnal detachments.

(¢) Input has increased substantially at all training centers in
Vietnam, The quality of instruction has improved with the updating and
revision of POI's as well ss the addition of qualified Anstructore
interpretor personnel, Part of the lifficulty at the training centers
has been a failure to understand the mission and a lack of ability to

identify problem areas., These difficulties are slowly but surely being
QVarcOomMe,

{2} I Corps Tactical Zene (Company C).

(a) USASF. The lack of heavy weapons NCO's at the A-detachmente
and inadequats cross training among other team members necessitated
initiating a program of instruction covering heavy weapons, This POI
has been disseminated to all A-detsachments and training is now in
wrograse, Instruction on the A~&6A Radar Beacen has baen completed at
a1l A-detachments, The beacon has been effectively employed at Camps
%'m n)moc (A-102), HA THAWH (A.10L), NONG SON (A-105), and THUOHG DUC
A-109).

{(b) CIDG. Currently one Combat Reconnassiance Platoon is in
training aT ONG BA THIN and one Camp Strike Force company is at AN
KHE, Future training allocations are considered inadequate at this
time, Twenty more company allocations are required for FY 70, In
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addition twenty-two CRP allocations for DONG BA THIN are needed for
FY70 because of an increidss in CRP under Phase II Plan, ML6A1 training

is progressing satisfactorily at all detachments with approximately
8% of all CIDO new trained, :

(3) II Corps Tactical Zane (Company B).

(a) CIDG, <DG and MSF training has showed increased improvement
since the last reporting periocd. The overall training outlook has
broadened due to the recent addition of the MSF Training Center located
in AN KHE, TuL: center is now fully operational, conducting three-week
refresher classes for all MSF units within RVN and for CSF units frae
I C?Z and II CTZ, To this date Company B has had 6 CSF companies and
one J'F battalion complets training at the center, Current plans are
to send an additional MSF battalion and at least 12 more CSF companies
there by the end of this year,

(b) M16 Training. During this period a total of 6,704 M-16's wers
1ssued to CBY and BF personnel, A training progran was conducted prior

to the weapons being issued to the troops, The familiarisation classes
vere taught oy USASF and VNSF advisors, The minimum progrem of instruetion
included: two hours of assembly and disassembly, one hour of care and
maintenance, and three hours of practical exercise on the firing range.

(c) ¥iscellanecus, Thres Combat Reconnaissance Platoons are attend-
ing the CRF school at DONG BA THIM, Fifty CSF and MSF personnel have
been sent to the CIDO Leadership School at DONG BA THIN, PFinally, 21
interprefora are being trained at the VN Rnglish Language School in
SAIGOM and the Combat Interpreters School in NHA TRANG,

(L) II Corps Tactical Zene (Company A).

(a) Basic_and Refresher Training, The III CTZ CIDG Training Center
st TRAMG SUP (A-301) continues to provide basic and refresher training
on a Corps-wide basis to all CIDG personnel. During this reporting period
the nunmber of newly-recruited CIDG personnel has sharply declined, This
poriod of reduced training respensibility, however, was profitably utilised
by Detachwent A-301, XNew training facilities were constructed and old
ones renovated, A 100-meter standard KD range was extended to 200 meters.
An infiltration course and "pep up target® firing lanes were added,
Since the camp also has the respensibility of maintaining S0% of the
" present for duty strength on operations as wsll as insuring a hardened
canp defense posture, Camp TRANG SUP was able to conduct extensive offen-
sive operations, primarily in support of Detactment BEN SOI (A-321), and
to bring their defensem up to the highest standards, During April an
influx of new recruits and CIDG persommel for refresher training reaped
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the benefits of the extensive improvements made by the CIDG train-
ing center during March 1969, During this quartar the following
recruits were trained and assigned to Special Forces ¢amps as ind-

icated:

DATR GRADUATICN TRAINING CO STRENGTH GAINING UNIT
23 Dec 68 20 Fep 69 80th Co 134 Det A-341
13 Jarn 69 22 Yer 69 81st Co 127 Dot Ba36

10 Apr 63 30 Apr 69 82nd Co 10z Det £-322

(5) IV Corps Tactical Zone (Company D).

(a) XSF, Two companies are in training at the Co D training
Center at TO CHAU (A-ik2), One hundred and eignty-eight MSF troops
have completed airborne training at the DONG BA THIN Training Center,
One MSF battalion 1s in training at the AN FHE MSF Training Center,
One MSF platoon completed CRP training at the DONG BA THIN Training
Center, Refresher tcraining is heing conducted at DON PHUC (A=LO1),
Out of twelve compainies tha+t should be airborne qualified only two
actually are. The ~ext Company D allocations for airborne training
are 100 in November and 200 in December,

(c) GSF. Four companies have completed basic training at the
TO CHAU Training Center, while :Wo companies completed refresher
training. Three plstoons have received CRP training at DONG BA
THIN. A total of 72 CIDG graduated from the CIDG leaderahip Course
and ancther 36 are in training, Of the SO CSF companies in IV CTZ
only 16 have received such training, The company's allocation for
CRP training is one pl.atoon per monthj this and additional quotas
are being continuousiy filled, Considerable nrogress has bveen made
but the lack of aliocations and facilities preclude attaining the
desired leve. ol training. To improve CIDG combat skills a Mobile
Training Team 1s being formed, It will go from camp to camp and
conduct inatruction as needed, -

(6) MACY Recondo School. The school trains selected US/FWMAF
personndl in the terhniques and skills needed for leng range recon-
naissance oparavions in the Republic of South Vietnam,

(a) Cadre Strengths. Average assigned and attached strengths
were as folliows:

rr = ATCH OFF ATCH EX
FPebruary KB 8 1 AUBY, TRok FRX
March 8 75 1 AUST, 1 ROK 2 ROK
April 7 69 1 AUST, 1 ROK 2 ROK
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(») Results of MACV Recondo School, During this period the
MACY Recondo School received 287 students for the three week Reconde
Course. Classes R-15.69 thru R-18-69 heve graduated, The follewing
is & breakdown of students for R.15-6) 1o R=18-69 Recondo classes by
Corps and Unit areat

Recondo Classes Inir Drpt Grad
I
hth Int Div 2L L 20
173rd Abn Bde 29 2 27
Co C (Ranger) 75th Inf 6 2 h
ROKFV 18 0 18
1IFFY
1st Inf Div 10 2 8
94¢h Inf Div 8 2 6
25th Inf Div 7 0 7
1let Cav Div 5 0 g
199th LI8 4 1 3
RTAYF 36 0 36
Co D (Ranger) 151st Inf LG 9 31
3rd Bdé, 82nd Abtn Div 7 1 6
XXIV CORPS
101st Abn Div (M) 23 k- 19
lst Bde, Sth Inf Div . § 1 L
Americal Div 21 2 19
ITI AT 13 3 15
OTER
Sth SFGA 1 0 n
AP 3 1 2
154§ 8 1 7
ARYM RIC L o L

KOTE: Class R-19-69 commeneed traiaing on 21 April 1969,

(¢) The mission of the Combat Orientation Course is to train
selected United States Arwy Special Forces pesrsonnel in the special
conbat skills required for duty in the Republic of Vietnam and to
prepare these individuals.to deal sffectively as counterparts with
the Vietnamese Speclal Forces in their conduct of stability operations
and pacification programs,

1

CONF IDENTIAL

AT 080G

Al

Al 5 g

AP §]

W W

;
3




COMFIDENTIAL

AV0B -C 15 Nay 1969
SUBJECT: Operat.onal Report of Sth Special Forces Greup (Abn) fer
the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFR-65 (RI)

(d) During this quarter the MACY Recondo School received 483
students for the nine.day Combat Orientation Course, The following is
& brealdown of students for clasaes 31-69 thru [3-69: .

COC Classes Entr Comp
31 - 69 2y Jan - OL Feb 69 73
32 = 6 31 Jan = 11 Feb 69 s3
33 = 69 07 Feb - 18 Feb 49 25
I - 59 il Peb - 25 Feb 69 35
35 = 49 21 Fob = O4 Mar 69 33
36 - 65 28 Pob < 11 Nar 69 21 F
37T = 59 i3 Mar - 25 MNar 69 38
8 -B 21 Mar = Ol Apr 69 3L
29 - 69 28 Mar = 08 Apr 69 32
Lo - 69 04 Apr « 15 Apr 69 L2
la - 69 11 &pr = 22 Apr &9 36
hz - 69 18 Apr - 29 Apr &9 36
u3 = 69 25 Apr - 06 May 69 25

(7) VXSF Training Center (Detachment B-S1),

(a) Geneoral, During the reporting period this detachment succes-
sfully acconplished its nission of providing advice and assistance to
the VNSF Training Center in training VNSF and CIDO persennel and alse
in its mission of providing advice and support to the assigned Camp
Strike Force in combat operations and lecal security, Considerable
gains were made in improving training suppert and facilities for
USASF and CIDG personnei, On 3 April 1969 a demonstration of Training
Center capabilities was presented for the delegates to the Southeast
Asia Special Forces Conference.

(v) Training. The Lth Camp Commander's Course graduated with 21
students on the first day of this period, The S5th esurse began and
graduated 2L students during the periocd and the 6th eourse is currently i
in session, The detachment's ability to evaluate the course was ;
greatly enhanced by the arrival of 2LT Knadler, whose ability to speak
the Vietnamese language and understand the Vietnamess pecple is excel-
lent, Prior to the start of the 15th USASF Basic Airberne Ceurse on 7
i April 1969, many minor repairs were nads on the existing training sppare-
* atus. A request for major repair work was submitted to SF(B and has
; been approved, Work on this projest will commence with the arrival of the
materials, In order to bstter prepare the detachment for its mission
of conducting Basic Airborne training, the lat USASF Jumpmaster Course
wag conducted in February tc qualify juxpmaster personnel,  The course
was highly successful, A recon platoon from MAC-V Team 30, BA NGOX

36
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e SRR A AR LRSS :

campleted the 35th CRP Course along with L4 CIDG CRP platoons, The
performance of this platoon was highly satisfactory. The assistant
S3, 1Lt Harper, has been assigned the mission of monitoring the CIDG
Leadership Course and determining what action must be taken to improve
it, He will attend all clas~es and report his findings to the detach-
ment commander on a weekly basis,

(¢) Courses Graduated or in Progress During the Reporting Period,

COURSES GRAD DATE STUDENTS
36th CIDG LLRS 11 Pedb 69 109
37th CIDG LDES 7 Apr 69 1o
3l4th CPP 15 Pedb 69 90
35th (P 7 Apr 69 128
Lth TEAKWON DO 3 Feb 69 3N
“Lth CCC 1 Feb 69 21
. 5th CCC 31 Mar 69 2l
5th YNSF RTO '15 Feb 69 21
1l4th YTNSF OFF & NCO 13 Feb &9 85
11lth CIDG BAC 13 Feb 69 50
12th CIDG BAC 22 Apr 69 17
7th YNSF BAC L Kpr 69 ° 107
1Sth USASF BAC 19 Apr 69 22

Courses currently in progress:

COURSES STARTING DATE STUDENTS ;

38th CIDG LDRS 21 Apr 69 100 i

36th CRP 21 Apr 69 166 |

€th TEAKWON DO 10 Mar 69 3N ]

2nd CIDG RTO 7 Apr 69 b !

1st YMSF MED SPEC 10 Mar 69 56

" 15th YNSF OFF & NCO 15 Mar 69 77 *
éth YKSF RTO 7 Apr 69 56
é6th CCC 7 Apr 69 . 20

37
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f. Combat Developments,

(1) The Combat Development Section, Sth SFOA, is responsible for
testing and evaluating equipment applicable to the missions of Spesial
Porces, CD's inventory ranges from duplicating machines to demolitions,
A1l are tested by Sth SFOA field units to determine their potential
usefulness,

(2) The following are projects tasked or under consideration by
Combat Developments.

(a) Starlight Soope Protective Cevar; On 26 Mareh 1969, MACV
Science Advisory introdueed a starlight scopne protective cover and
requested that aombat developments evaluate the item, Ten of these
semi-transparent plastic covers have been requested for field evaluation
by selected A-teams,

- (b) In-Flight Pilm Processing: MACV Science Advisory provided all
necessary components for this portable film processing unit now being
evaluated by 52 of B.52, This small 2"XL" blask bex can process 3Smn
black and white film in a matter of minutes using a jelly like substance
which operates in a manner similar to the polarcid principle.

(e) Claymore Flash Attachment: A small camera typs flask bulb has
been develeped which, when attached to a claymore mine, will flash if the
mine is meved, This type ef attaclment will enable the using element to
determine whick claymere to detonate, B-52 is evaluating twenty-five of
these items provided by MACY Science Advisory,

(d) Retro-Reflestive Spray and Powder: Both the spray and powder
work on the infrared principle and are now being tested by B-52,. When
supporting aireraft with IR capabilities are used, the items can be emp-
loyed to looate friendly elements and mark pesitions, Generally, the
enmployment of beth items is limited enly by the user's imagination,

(e) Mortsr Blevation Indicator for Hand-Held 8lmm Mortar: This
item ig 2 small attaohment which indicates the angle of elevetion of the
81mn mortar and allows the mertar to be hand-held for firing without
the use of biped er sight, The device is designed for quiek employment
of the Slmm mortar when sarried on field operations, This expedient
item is being forwarded from USARV to the Sth SFGA for evalustion,

(£) Parawing Presision Aerial Dolivo;z SFm (PPADS ) Cembat
developments section ressntly ecompleted a field evaluation en the
PPADS, This sentrolled airdrop carge system has been develeped te
perait scourate sirdreps of sarge to 3?11 drop senes. The system,
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which employs an all flexible parawing as the 1lifting canopy, will
silently glide under electronic guidsnce to an accurate landing and
ecan be used to deliver supplies to trecps in remote or hostile areas,
day or night, and under all types of weather and terrain conditions, -
The PPADS hao a 500 peund paylecd capability and can be depleyed from
8ix miles up and fifteen uiles out from the ground-based transmitter,
Yot it will land within 200 feet of the transmitter with about the
sane force of impict as a conventional parachute, The ovaluation
was concluded as successful,

(3) USAR? Army Concept Team Vietnam is considering Sth SFGA as
an evaluating unit for future projects such as fragmacord, which is an
explosive similar to Det Cordy night rision goggles; similar to the
starlight scope; and camp sentinel foliapge penstration radar, The Navy's
research and develspment unit is now projecting future items fer the
Sth SFGA to evaluate,
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g+ _Aviationi

(1) Aviation Suppert, Opsrations of Preject Delts, B-52

and the 3 ) D= ave cantinued to receive the required amourt of
aviation support under their operatienal control. Because of the amount
of the support provided and the command relationship enjoyed, excellent
results have been achieved, The amount of Army Aviation support provided
for command and liaison to the Greup has not changed except in IV Corps
where Company D is now receiving two UH-1 helicopters daily as authore
ized by COHJSHAC'.

(2) fTactical Airlift Suppert. This has been excellent,

(3) Tactical Fighter Suppert. Increased command emphasis has been

placed on requesting pre-plamned TAC AIR, Data for the past three months
is as fellows: ’

UNIT Pebruary March April
REQUESTED /®LOWN REQURSTED /FLOWN REQUESTED /FLOWN
I crz (Co 2) 132/132 131/131 T/ 7h
II CTZ.(Co B) 102/15 31/31 L3/24
IXI CT2 (Co 4) 23h/22) 221/195 205/171
IV C?Z (Co D) 95/71 81/56 T4/55
Tm‘Lnla. ....... ¢c0ood e 00563/hhz.c-c'olncoo.cooh76/m9.ca|-"¢10396/32h
(L) I Corps Tactical Zene. (Campany C)

(a) Tactical Kir Suppert for the past quarter was generally outstanding.
Hovever, during ths February/March siege of Camp TIEN PHUOC (L£-10?) a lack of
coordination among the units operating in the TACR created problems in clear-
ing grids for gir atrikes, A jeint FSCC was established in an attempt to allev.
iate these problems, However, there was no one in the FSCC with the authority
te grant pelitical clearances. Alss, the PSCC was not the final clearing auth-
ority for air strikes in the TAOR, The requirsment te clear grids 1 'th inter-
mediate commands after having obtained PSCC clesrange created undue delays in
obtaining air suppert.

(b) The C Detastment new has an N-108 radio control jeep available for
relocation te camp sites under siege, The jeep has a UHF radie capability that
makes it ideal for use in cenjunctien with the A-6L Radsar Beasen, It has been
tested at Camp TIKN PHUOC and feund te be highly effective,

(e¢) A resurring preblem 1s the ]isl: of organie helicepter support for the
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Mebils Strike Ferece, Many delays have besen encountered in moving MSP
treops, These delays reduce the cembat sffectiveness and the morale of
the MSP,

(4) Tactical Air Suppert; FiB  MAR  APR

Requests 251 234 105
Plown 12} 99 V)
(5) TII Corps Tactical Zene. (Company B)

(a) A Avistlon Support. This has been exemplary considering
the number ' ! aircrait available and their numerous cammicments in II Corps
Tactical Zo:a, There is a definite shortage of aireraft and no hope for
resolution in the near future, The CIDG and MSF have reached a depree of
sophistication as evidenced by their use of available aircraft where the
augnentation of aircraft to this detachment eould be justified, Moreover

nany of the CIDG camps have large TAOR's which are difficult to cover
thoreughly without such aid,

(vb) Tactical Air Lif% Support, This continued to be outstanding.

(e) Tactical Fighter Support. On an immediate basis this was excellent
with all tactical air requests beilng granted except when adverse weather
conditions prohibit suppert, Preplammed tactical air support has improved
greatly in the past twe months, but is still marginal, This is because few

tastical aireraft are available to Special Forces for the purpose of Preplan-
ned airstrikes,

(6) Iil verps Tactical Zone. (Campany 4)

(a) Armmy Aviation Suppert. This headquarters received the same ded-
icated air assets as was reported during the last period, A request was
submitted to CG, II ¥FV asking for more work choppers and one additional
LOH for Command and Contrel., This request was denied by IT F¥V bacause of
the non-availability of aireraft,

(b) Tactical Airlift Support, This headquartsrs receives two C7A air-
craft dally and one C-123 aireraft 5 days a week, These are supplied by the
83L4th Air Division through IT Field Force Vietnam, The majority of treaps
neved by Company A throughout the III CTZ are assigned to the 3rd Mobile

Strike Force Command, During the reporting period a total of 16,428 passen-
gers were moved in 2,070 sorties, ’

(o) Tactical Fighter Support, Tactical fighter support has been out-
standing in regards to preplarmed and ilin&dinto airgtrikes, A total of 730
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flights were requested and 623 flights were flown against preplanned
targets, A4 total ef 123 Skyspot were nominated and 30 flown, The
nen-availability of airoraft still hinders the Skyspet program through-
out this Cerps, Feur new aircraft have been added to the tactical
suppert inventory, Thess aircraft are AC-115G gunshipa which are
cemmonly called Shadow. Each is armed with four mini.guns utilizing
7.6%un ammunition, One mini-gun has a sustained rate of fire of

3,000 te 6,000 rounds per minute, These aircraft fly only during the
heurs of darkness and are used in support of Special Forces elements,

(7) IV Corps Tactical Zone, (Campany D)
(a) Aviation Suppert, This has not been asompletely adeq-

uate due to the lack of retary wing aireraft,

(b) Tastical Airlift Support., Army Aviation tactical airlift support
is controlled and allocated % The LLth Special Tastiea’ Zene, C7A Afrlift
support is provided sevan days a week by the 536th Tastical Airlift Squadron
in YUNG TAU, The crews of the C7A do a tremendous job, Their enthusiasm
and desire to get the job done is outstanding. Maintenance delays and
crew duty time are the enly preblems, The orews are limited by regulation
en the number of hours they can fly, If the 536. ceuld return to the
proecedure they follewed seven menths age of having the erews apend the night
at Cempany D, both preductive heurs flown and serties could be increased
waile maintenance preblems on the C7& eeuld be redused sonsideradbly. C-123
Aireraft suppert is provided by the 515th Specisl Operatiens Wing out of
PHAN RANG,5 days a week, exeluding Sundays and Thursdays, Such support is
sdequate at this time,

(e) Tactical Pighter Su&art. This support provided by the USAFP Tastieal

Pighter Wings based at ir Base is excellent.
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h. Logistics,
(1) Supply.

a, The average number ef personnel supported during the psriod
1 Pebruary to 30 April 1969 wers:

USASP . 2,576
csF - 3h,h7
)ﬁr - 8,773

Y, During :'arch the WUI COTC operation in IV CTZ rece -ed direct
support from the ISC Supply and Maintenance facilities, This included
106 & rounds, Cal 50 machine gun and small arme ammunition, ~ollansible .
water containers, clothing, rations, load-bearing equiprieant, armorecd vestus,
protective masks, flame throwsrs, and 106mm RR and Cal 50 machine rars
mounted on M151AL % ton trucks, All shipments to Company D ware tap prior-
ity or "Red Ball" mission. The mounting of the 106RR and fa”, €7 nachins-
guns on the jeeps took the maintenance facility less thon 24 hcu=s to aomni<r .

c. Local purchases during the 3 month perioed:

FEB MAR AFR
Rice $211-;229 $-0- $127;991
Local Purihase $29 265 $9,526  $7,L9S
Total $ol3lol  $9,526  $135 36

{(2) Y¥aintenance,

a, The percentages of deadline equipment for the reporting veriod
weras

o T OmR AR
Crew Served Wpns 2% 3% 3%
Small Arrs 3% Lz L%
Mortars k7 S 4 3%
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Ay Nlory o ok %
Porclifts 9% 95 8%
Vehicles L% S‘ L%

The increase for vehicles during March was due to the shortage of
tires and "closed loop" type repair parts, However, during April,250
% ton truck tires were received from CISO and CAM RANR BAY. This filled
all existing due outs, It should bs noted that the 5% deadline status
is still well below the USARV deadline rate of 10%.

b, There has been a recurring problem with repair parts for the
M1S1A1 % ton truck, When the MIS1Al was developed it was programmed to
last S years and thus repair parts were programmed on a S-year-cycle
closed loop system. Parts within this systenm are available only on a
direct exchange basis, An attempt is being made to order these items
thro.gh the 2nd Logistical Command in Okinawa whers all ordinary Sth
SFOA requisitions are placed, Group, due to its funding,has not been
able to enter the closed loop system, With the signing of the ISSA,
however, this should change., Increased maintenance support has been
recelved from 1lst Log Cmd due to the recently signed ISSA with USARV,

(2) Movoments,

Cargo moved in short tnns during the reporting period was:

LIE s AR APR
C7A/C123 : 355.1  S87,L  525.6
£130 1102,7  703. 79743
Air Aaerica 2h.6 0 9.9
1ST 17.1 799.6 0
Cenvey S2,1  107.0 1.2

The "0O" figure reflected for movements by Air America iluring March
18 normal gince they do not usually have unobligated aircraft to haul
supplies for cutside agencies,

(L) As of 31 May the PSP (Porward Supply Point) at B-23 3AN ME
THUOT, w11l ceass FSP functiens and en 30 June,the B-23 FSP wii. terminate,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Porces Group (Abn) for
the Pe~iod Ending 30 April 1969. RCS CSrai-65 (RI)

The A -detachments previeusly supported by the FSP at B-23 w1l be
supported by either WHA TRANG or the Cewpany B PSP at PIXIKU, Pres-

ently preparations are being mmde both at the 1SC and B-23 FSB for the
support changes, '

(5) The Staff Engineers have bepun construction of an extension i
to Warehouse #6 at the SPOB, The extension is needed to house four ;
new and two expanding sub-sectiens of the ISC Maintenance Facility, '
An extension to the rigger ramp was completed during March., It will

provide faster and more efficient service for loading and unloading
of cargo.

(*) The 1st Logistical Command and Maval Supply Activity continue
te pre ide about 5% of the maintenance and supply support for Sth SFGA,

This mercentape will increase slightly when the maintenance ISSi is
fully implemented,

aabi i

{(7) I Corps Tactical Zone, (Company C).

(a) Supply. This FSP supports 3kLll CSF, 783 MSF, and 289 US for a
total of 4516 troops, Emphasis has been placed on maintaining basic loads
in all supnly classes at each ecamp and backloading excess items, M-16
rifles were received in Mareh and distributed to the A-detaclments and MSF,
Shortages of ¥-1l6 ammunition have cause” temporary problems in building up
an adequate basic load and has slso ¢ .ied delay in backloading carbines.
Tactical operations inersased significantly in the latter part of February
and March with the siege of Camp TIEN PHUOC (X~102) as the most critical
area, A newly developed low altitude psrachute extraction system (LAPES)
was utilized for an emerzency ammo resupply at this camp, The ammo was
riggsd by the 109th QM Aerdal Delivery Comparry in CAM RANH BAY and an
Air Force controi team . ~=-.ed.at the camp dirceted the delivery, This waa
an extremely successful operation due to excellent cooperation between the
109th QX company, the Air Forece, and the T Company Air Movements Seetion.
Utilizing the newest technéques it was the second operation of its kind
in Vietnan., The first was at Camp THUONG DUC (A-109) for a resupply of :
construction material, Local purchase decreased, with fresh food for the
CIDG still being the largest item. Other purehases inc.ude sand and gravel,
parts for commercial equipment, and R&U supplies,

(v) Deadline date .or vehicles drepped during the period to appreximately :
10%., One problem has been evacuating vehicles back to the maintenance facility
for repairs whkich camnot be accomplished on sits, Tha generator deadline rate
was red.-ed significantly to approximately 15%. A number of factors aceoimted
for this, A field fix was designated by ECCI technieal representatives at the
Aaintenance facility, consisting of an added fuel filter to combat the fuel
contarination problem, Another fix was the addition cf a replenisher pump so

T
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as to combine two 55 gallon drums in a continuous fueling operation,
The final primary factor for the lower generator rate waa the cap-
ability aequired during this period to repair fuel injector pumps,

The rate for refrigerators, freezers, and air eonditioners remained
fairly constant at 10%, Lack of repair parts, eapecially compressor
motors; is the main reason far this, Overall a lack of expeditious
transportation for contact teams and repair parts is the major problem
in providing maintensnce aupport to the A detachments,

(c) Cargo Movements,
The following tonnages were moved:

Air Land 2121.6
Air Drop 52.5 (LAPES) .
Convoy 87.0
Sealift 942
Total 2270,3

Non-availability of aircraft is the most serious problem in this
Corps. Air lLand tonnage dropped LE2 tons from the pravious reporting
period, The Camp TIKN PHUOC airfield was upgraded to C=123 capability,
The airstrip at TRA BONG (A-107) was closed; but a joint USASF and Amer-
ical Division effort has regraded and penaprimed the field so that it is
now open to C~7A ajrcraft. Ceanps GIA VUC (A-107) and THUNG DUC (A-109)
will have their airfields upgraded to C-123 capability during the nsxt ouar-
ter,

(d) Services. Kffective 1 February 1969, fresh food is baing supplied
by a NHA TRANG contractor. The quality of food has dropped; with some
spoilage due to the added transportation time, but the increase in quantity
has more than offset the decrease in quality, '

() Facilit rovements. With the eomplation of the Claes T ware-
house and the Snc'E'l ﬁ!ﬁi of most excess items to LSC, over 200 conex con-
tainers previously used for storage have bsen turned in, The berm for the
ammo storage area was completed in Fsbruary 1969 and all leese amno has been
palletized., An RCCI ammunition technical representative made s liaison visit
in February and assisted in reorganising ammo storage to meet compatibility
requirements, All bulk outside storage items, such as;, diesel, mogss, sand
bags, concertina, pickets, barbed wire, are now being palletised immediately
upen receipt in the FSP, This has {nereased efficiency in the outside storage
yard and proved invaluable in quick reactiom to emergency requésts,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Fcreces Group (Abn) for
the Period EBnding 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-6S (RI)

(f) Adequacy of Logistical Support. This unit has received outstandi- :
support from %Ee K:vuI Support Ae y and Firat Logistical Command, both
located in DA NANG, LSC support is always outatanding; however, since there
is a constant problem of transportation between DA NANG and NHA TRANG, it is

more feasible for this unit to increase support requiremente from local
agencies,

(g) Problen Areas, Air support for this FSP is not adequate, This
affocts both supply and maintenance, M-16 ammo has been in short supnly.
A1l s1x air riggers have leas than 120 days until DBROS and three are

45 day lossus, Finally the maintenance facility needs more mechanics for
contact team repairs,

“8) II Corps Tactical Zone (Company B).

(a) Sugg}%. During the reporting period; Company B supported approx-
imately 12,000 CSF, 2,100 MSF, and 600 USASF personnel, This was accompl-
ished by utilizing the two forward supply points located at PLEIKU and

BAN ML THUOT The single line requisitioning system continues to be the most
efficient method devised to support operations. Local procurement averaped
$.07 pver man during the past three months, Items purchased were primarily
plumbing fixtures, electrical supplies, and repair items that were not avail-
able in the supply system., Quality was generally below American standards,

(b) Maintenance. Bilingual checksheets on operational msintenance are
in use at all levels. The generator-automotive mechanics school is fully
operational and has produced outstanding results, Company B currently has
a deadline rate of less than 10% at the A~ detachment level because of th.

practice of sending technical representatives to the camps to ma'e the rec-
uired repairs.

(¢) Movements. The only problem that exists in the movemernts section is
the shortage of cargo nete and C7A aireraft, The following is a breakdown

of cargo moved by various modes of transportation, All figures are in :ounds,

FRBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Airlard 2,595,783 2,758,159 2,322,393
Airdrop 17,679 27,L21 0
Vehicle 209,535 907,324 1,217,516

(a) Stockgﬁe Levels. Recently stockage levels have been analysed
and appropriate adjustments were made because of sufficient demand data,
The former system of a direct exchange for unserviceable repair parts,
weapons, and generators haa been eliminated. All items are requested
on a DA Form 2765-1 and processed as required,
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(o) Adequacy of Logistical Support. Support from the lst Log has
been adequate. ;T%o blggest handicap has Lesn a lack of trarsportation
to pick up suppiies., ISC support has been excellsnt except for lumber,
plumbing  and electrical items,

(3) IIT Corps Tactical Zene (Campany A),

(a) Supply, The FSP at Company A supvorts 7,500 CSF, 2,500 MSF,
and L:S Speciui Forces personnel, Special Support has been rendered
the 3rd MSFC, Detachment B-36; which has been deployed continually this

year i War Zone "D", Helicopter support for B-36 is provided by t's 117th
Assault Helicopter Company, 12th Combat Aviation Group., This also inecludes

one and eccasionally two light fire teams, Because of the remote area of
operations, the closest Army Aviation Element fuel point is approximately 15
minutes flight time from the AQ, Total turn around time exceeds 30 minutes.

This is conaidered an excessive period of time for a combat unit tc be with-
out heli-opter support when engaged in enemy contact, A solution was provided

by establishing sn emergency fuel peint at the FOB. Portable SO00 gallon fuel

bladders were drawn from the 6Lth QM Battalion, transported to Company A, and
shipped to the ¥ via CH_L7 helicopters, A pump was provided by the supporting
unit, 117th Assault Helicopter Company, During the peried a total of 12,789,
37,97 ($108.38u) was spent on lecal purchase of cost codes 902, 905, and 910,
Kice purchases account for over 9 of this sum.358,5L3$VN ($3,039) was spent on
ccst code $05, This nigh expenditure can be explained by the emergency requirement
for 7 water pumps, each costing 18,0008V, These Briggs and Straton pumps are of
good quality. The deadline rate is high, however, because of the heavy work load
piaced orn tnese jtems, The other large esxpenditure during this quarter was the
pursnase of palle¢ts, These cannot be ebtained through normal supply channels

at present, If the PSP were to draw lumber from the lat Log Command, pallets
could be mude at a cost of $2,35 each, This would not include the expense for
lavor and nails, To cut this high cost the FSP locally purchases these items

at an averape price of (4l each, Other itsms purchased inelude rubber stamps,
nor.-standard lighting and plumbing fixtures, and silver and copper welding rods,

The latter is used ir. the repair of refrigerators and air conditioners,

(v) Mainvenance, The new tire and paint shops were completed, The old

shops will be used T. or the installation of the engine air hoat rebuild and

electric motor rewind facilities, Azl 2% ton and 5 ton trucks which do not
have drivers assigned are beinz put into float, It is felt that these vehicles

cannot be maintained properly without assigned drivers, The percentage of

deadl:ned gerierators has beer high, close to 21%., This is due to the non-avail-

Tha dead-
iine percent of vehiclea has been lew at 78. Most parts are available, but due

ability of parts, especially injecter pumpa for 10KW Libby generators,

to the shortage of Vietnamese mechanics, many vehicles are awaiting shop,

detachment needs more qualified meehanies to keep up with the flew of repairs

at the FSP.
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‘s) Alr Movements. A total of 23,878,830 1ua of cargo and 15,428
pax were transported by the Air Movements Section of Compary A FGP,
12,140,311 1bs of carpo werc transported via ceavoy, 11.738.519 1bs

were shipped by air in the following categories. $05.5.5 1bs by apecial
mission aircraft, . .ally C.130's; 2,210,198 1lbs hy C ..c>7a2, %, 294,619 1bs
by aedicated CTA wid $,328,.8L 1bs by rotary wing aircraft, mostly CHuL7
helizopters, One tactical emergency and five combat ecsential missicns
ware Zlowr. in supnort of Special Foreces operations in III CTZ,

(4} Services, The FSP at Campany A provides maintenance contact teams
to ail subordinate detachments, The team normally consists of & Pnilippinc
techn* al representative and one or two Vietnamese civiiian: sxi.led in the
same 11elds, When a suberdinate detachment needs maintenanze beyond their
own capabilities and the situation demands work be done on the site, a
maintenance team is Quickly deployed there, On occasicn. USASF persomnel are
included on this team, These contact teams have a record of Auick deployment
and high job performance, The staztus of the 0KW (Libty, pererator, model
148002-%. in Company A FSP nas reached a critical state, A1l A -detachment-
are authorized two 10KW generators for camp power suprp.y. one 1n nse and the
other as a backup., This company has L6 Libby generators on hand of which
16 are deadliinea vecause of a lack of fuel injector pumps., For tne last
six months tne Company A FSP has experienced difficulty obtaining constrartion
materiais, especially lumber, from avallable supply sources, This has curtai’
numerous approved projects at various locations, The shortage is antizipater
to last indefimtely, Sandbags and barbed tape. however, are readily availahi:
at present. There has been some difficulty in drawing both 8lmm WP ammunitica,
which has been suspended; and M18A1 Claymore mines with accessories (KIL3).
ALl otner type, Jf aww.nition have been received in sufficient quantities,

(10} IV Corps Ta:tical Zone (Company D),

(a) Suoply. During the period the Sk Section supported the followiig
number of personne.¢ USASFs 39G; CSFs 7,0C0; MSF: 2,000, The NUT COTO
Operatior terminated on & April 1969 and the FSP at CHI LANG was turmed
over tc Detachment B.-L:, Although one Battalion of MSF will remain on the
mourtain. the resupply problem is minimal with BoL3 nandling 1t every third
day. The air assets for this are obtained from Lith STZ, On 23 March IV
Corps informed Co D that B.}3 would move from CAO LANH to CHI LANG and be
operational by 7 April, This was accomplished without the promised help
of IV Corps. either in supplies or personnel, Without tne air support
from LL*h STZ tne move would not have been completed as soon as it was,
B.43 w5 now in the process of reorganizing <itself and preparing to move
out of a temporary locaticn as soon as the Engineer section complete the
new site, Local procurement of items is now handled differently thanbefore,
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the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

When an item is required by a section, the supporu . 1ty ealls
either LSC or the Maintenance facility, gets approva. for the pur-
chase, and racords the individual's name who gave the approval,

This eliminates the possibility of making a local purchase when supply
channels can adequately handle the request,

(b) Maintenance, A Generator Operator Maintenance Course was
conducted Which has proven a great success in redueing breakdewns in
this area, Due to the lack of a Property Disposal Officer in the
CAN THO area, numerous pieces of junk equipment are accumulating in the
Maintenance Facility. Deadlines have increased this quarter due to
the full suppert given the WUI COTO Operation, A contact team vwas dis-
patched to the FSP for on the spot repairs which aided in returning
squipment to gperational status in reduced time, Many electrical motor
break downs have been repaired locally, At present plans are being drawm
up to improve and expand the Maintenance Facility and eonstruct a Motor
Pool building for second echelon maintenance, Currently this facility

is short of both ECCI and VN personnel, The former are being transfemed
witnhout replacements, -
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1. Engineers
(1) Conatruction and Rehabilitatien.

perind:
LOCATION
Cl Danang

1 Denan-
L.Js TY
1T

4 au

Ci1™T Y4
C2 Pleiku

€2 Pleiku
C2 Ban Me [huet

C2 Ban ¥e Thuot
C2z Pieli Me
C2 Ben Het

C2 Plei Djereng

C3 Hen Quan

C3 Trhien Ngon
C3 Lec ¥inh

C3 Tong Le Chon
C3 Bu Dop

C3 Duc Hue

C3 Bien Hoa
C3 Song Be
ClL Can The

CL Thuong Toi
Ch My Da

CL Thanh Tri

CL Tuyer. Khon
Cl4 To Chan

PROJECT

Security fence, steambath
generator shed

¥SPF water distribution system
CIDG bunker, generator shed
Ammuriition hunkers, upgrading of
airfield to C-323

Camp rehabilitation

CIDG medical tillets, generator
reveiment

MSF guard housa

BOQ, CIIG billets, CIDG shower
and latrine

Three MSF billets

50 bunkers, rice warshouse

Rice warehouse, runway repair,
emergency medical bunker
Dispensary, water tower, ammo
bunker

US billets

PIR storage shed

Deep well, 15 Gallons per minute
Deep wall, 15 (OPM)

Deep well, 15 (GPM)

dependent billats

Teamhouss, dispensary, emergency
medical bunker and camp rehabil-
itation

Generator Shed

Dispensary
Interrogation/Detention center,
TOC . air movement office, paving
of roadd

Supply building extension
Ammunitien bunker

Barber shop

Canp rewiring
Adninistratigg.building

LOMFIDENT AL

15 May 1965
RSC CSFR.65 (RI)

(a) The following construction was comnleted during the renorting

CONSTRUCTION UNTT

Contrast

Centract
Self-Help

Self-Help/9th BBC
XB.-3

Contract
Self-Halp

Contract
Seif-Help

-l
KB~i

Self-Help
Self-Help
Self-Help
Centract
Contract
Contract/KB-3

KB-2
Self-Help
Self-Help

Contract/Selt-Help
Self-Help
Self.lelp
Self-Help
Self-Help
Self-Help
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MSFTC, An Khe Construction of Training Center Contract/Self-Help
Trung Dung Teamhouse, comwmo bunker, 7 latrines Self-Help

SFOB Mha Trang KSF smergency medical bunker Contract

SPOB ¥Wha Trang Field Grade BOQ Contract

SFOB Wha Trang HQ Cempany dayroom Self-Help

(b) The following major construction should be completed during
the next juarter:

LocATION FROJECT Lo
Cl Danang BOQ 15 May
Cl Danang Renovation of sewage system 1 Juns
¢l Danang Thres ¥ST billets 31 July
C2 Plei Ve New Camp 31 July
C2 Ben Het Camp reconstruction 1 July
C2 Ban Me Thuot Canp renovation 25 June
C2 Pleiku Hospital renevation 31 May
C3 Bien Hoa Storm dra.a system, interre-

gation center 15 May
Bien Hoa Hospital 1 June
Bien Hoa Convgleacent center 25 July
Bu Dop Depandent houaing 15 June
Tay Ninh Communications bunker 30 June
Tong Le Chon Camp rehabilitation 31 July
Cl4 Can The Aircraft loading ramp 31 Mey
Cl Muc Hoa Tactical Operations center 31 July
CL Thuong Thoi Dispansary 30 May
SFOB ¥ha Trang Dispensary 25 July
SF0B Wha Trang 52/53 building 30 June
SPOK Nha Trang BEQ #3 31 July

(2) Well Drilling Operations

(a) Wellshave been successfully drilled at RU DOP  TOHG LE CHON and
LOC WINH utilizing an airmobile well rig, owned and operated by the cont-

racter, Thess wells are each producing appreximately 15 gallons per mine
ute.

(v) The well rig previeusly used in KONTUM Previncs has been re-
turned to the province chief &t the reguest »f CORDS,

(o) One deep well has been dr.lled in the SFOB and a mecond is
nearing completion, The well rig 43 scheduyled to bs moved to AN KHE
upon completion ef this well,
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(d) The well rig which has worked in III CTZ for the nast year
is presently in the SF(B undergoing maintenance overhaul. It is then
scheduled to drill wells in the B-23 area,

(3) Budgeting and Funding.

Status of CAC 9C6 Funds,

Obligated: $917,528,00
Urob_igated: $2,082,472,00

(L) Public works and Utilities.

Tho repair and utilisation (RXU) aection processed 1lllL work orders
during the reperting period, The carpenter shop constructed 8,800 pallets
and 17,500 concrete blocks. The water supply reachad a critical level
during the month of April and water rationing was instituted, With the
addition of a new well as well as conservation practices the water storage
rose to an acceptable level by the end of the renorting period, Renovation
of the sewer aystem in the SF0B and at Detachm ¢ B-55 was completed., Reno-
vation of the SF(B water system 1s in progress.

(S) Problem Areas. Lack of critical construction materials still consti-
tutes the major problsm area, Premature cancellation of an order resulted
in a shortage of one inch and two inch lumber. Electrical wiring also

is in short supply. Transportation of sand and gravel to camps where these
items are not locally available has also been & problem. The heavy haul
capability of the group is extremely limited. Support from outside sources
has been non-existent., A third area of difficulty is the continuing pil-
ferage of both constructien materials and engineer repair parts during
shipment to job sites, This has been espscially noticeable on critieal
electrical supplies,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for
the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

Jo Political Warfars (POLWAR)

(1) General. During this periody the activity of the Group SS
Section consisted of exnanding current programs and the initiation
of significant new projects,

{2) Plans.

(a) The S5 evaluation system for the detachment was redeveloped.
The new system is hased on enemy and civilians in the TAORs rather than
in the total CTZ, Similarly, Civic Action is now tabulated per civilians
in the CTZ, Motivation and Indoctrination activities are still computed
per CIDG soldier in eath ccmpany. The figures were recomputed back
through September 1968 to give a lead into the present quartsr, A spot
check of the previous charts shows no major distortion from the prior
method employed,

i
4
?

(b) In addition to the quantitative evaiuation the SS Section is
now rating companies on how they stand each month in each of the three
categories of PFSYQOPS, Mntivation and Indoctrination, and Civic Action as
weil as how they stand overall, For first place in an output type activity,
such as leaflets disseminated by air, a company is awarded five points.
Three points are awarded for second, two fo- third, and one for fourth,
For result type activities; such as Hol Chanhs and lowest desert:on rates,
double points are given in each standing,

(3) Motivation and Indoctrination.

(a) A dependent housing priority list has been established for the
CIDG. This is a zompilation in a priority order of dependent housing
projects throughcut thre four Corps to include projected construction in
the future, Ail such projects are monitored by the S5,

(b) A joint VNSF and USASF Soldiers of the Month program for the
CIDG troops was devised, written, and implemented in all camps during
this period, This program will effect some 40,000 CIDG seldiers through-
out Vietnam,

(¢c) ARVN PX/Commissary regulaticms were translated, edited, and
prepared for publication, These regulations should enable B and C-De-
tachment 55°s to better understand and monitor the develepment of the :
ri/vomrissary system in the CIDG program, i

(d) A POLMAR equipment shortage report was compiled and shortages
weres submitted for requisition. Receipt of this equipment will provide
the POLWAR teans in the field with tﬁ%fr £911 TOAE issues and enhance
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their perfermansce,

(L) Civie Action.

(a) Candy bids from candy companiss in the 'nites States were
sxamined and tabulated,; and samples compared, Two types and bre...a
of candy were selectad to be purchased for use in the Growp CA progran,
This candy *s of much better quality and considerably lsss exnensive than
the type previously bought on the local market,

{(p) The first class of 20 students was sent throurh the CORDS IRS
Rice School in MOC HOA;, IV CTZ, This is a two-week courss and it will
he conducted monthly, Agricultural Cadre have been formed in almost all
of the A.Detactments, These cadre will instruct CIDG and local personnsl
as .ell as build and maintain demonstration plots, IRS rice is the main
product currently being emphasised., A crop calendar and agricultural
manua! was published and distributed to all A-detachments, Agricultural

policy guidance has been given to all Company 35's and priority projects
designated,

(¢) Twenty-two earth block making machines were nrocured from CARE :
for the A-detachments, This will make the involved A.detachnents less X 2
dependent on aerial resupply for bulk building materials, :

(5) Psycho: 1 Operations,

(a) It was recommended to DA and the Psychological Operations
Department at SWS that SF officers targeted as CA/PO officers in the
Sth SFGA be sent %o the newly created PULWAR Advisors Course, This
course would he more suitable for duty in RVN and wouid also provide
a basic languags capability,

(b) The POLWAR portion of the Combtat Orientation Course was
expanded to two hours., New lesson plans, training aids, and charts
were devised and used i1n the weekly POLWAR presentation,

(2) To insure continuity in CA/PO programs a FOL /AR Operations :
Plan has besn designed. In establishing an operation plan the individual
CA/PO officer will be required to project asix months ahead what priority
programs he considers necessary in his TAOR in the catagories of Civic
Action, Psychological Operztions, and Motivation and Indoctrination,

Such a plan can then be utilized by his replacement with 1ittle or no loss
of momsntum,

Fk 4 L
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(6) 1 Corps Tac:r:al Zone (Company C)
(a) Psycraispl o Cpearations (PSYOPS). During the ronarting ner e

the POLWAR teanrs iirected their e~fforts at the two major tarrets in te
TAJRs  the Yocal p-pulace and the CIDG, Face to face rommunicatisn »-A
tne dissenination of .vaflets; newspapers, and magaaines were snme ~7 <'a
meava nsed, Face to ‘aca communication was backed up witn toudspeaker
broaacasts ana Medcaps. "“Support your local government" and attacks on
tha VCI were the inain <hi:mes used,

(0} Psycholcsicai Warfare. Approxineteiy :nirty-.1ive willion lmaf.
ists were dropoed in I C14, The majority were cn the Cniesu Hoi theme and
directed at VCNVA, Targeting has continued against ar.my base areas,
filtration routes, and trails, Leaflets were also targetnd on the local
nopulace within the TAGR's using various themes with tne primary stress on
the GYN image, The development of media directed at the Montagnard 1is
srogressing, but rather slowly. Currently interpreters are heing nsed
tc n-ve general appeal Chieu Hoi tapes for use within sach of the camp
TAOR':, There are s:ch variations in language that it is impossihle to
nave on.y one stancard tape, Numerous live asrial broadrasts were alsoc
nade bty Hot Chan<s thrcoughout I CTZ using the CFC helicopter with a 1000
watt 3apeaxer, Tnls quick reaction capability hras had some affect on 1he
Montarnaris ir. anemy controiied areas, wherems the curren: leaflets have
i1ttie cr 10 nearinp to them, Leaflets with a visual message such a2s thnose
used 17 I1 CTZ ars currently being developed and printes by the 7th Psyvops
Br. ior Xontapnard areas,

{e) Sociai Welfare, The refugee population again decreased in this
parxo2, Onwiy 902C refapees are now supported by the camps, A lack of
transnortatzcn and Civic Action commodities from CRS has nampered the
asgistance program. Deonendent h-susing has been reauested for Camps
NONG SON (A-1(5), THUONG DUC (A-109) and Detachment B..16,

{d} Mo+ivation and Indoctrination: During this qnarter, the Polwar
tewis from (AT LOC (A-1017, THUONG DUC (A-105) and Detachment B-16 wers
trainad by ARVN I Corps. Due ¢o snemy action; some teams have lost per.
sonnel and renlacements will be trained at the naxt POLWAR scheol in lay,
Tre 'soidier of +he month" program is proving 1o be an excellent motiv.
&¢zrcn factors  The drama team continued to perform very =ffectively and
has reen mosi..g {rom camp to camp, normally staying at each for two or
three days. 13 has also performed on DA NANG radio and TV,

(o) Civic Action. A country store is now being built at Camp TRA BONG
(A .C7), CTamps A T9ALH (A-10L) and BA TO (A-106) nhave established CIDG
canteens, The arricultural progran is still impreving. The CA/PO's at
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BA TO and MINH LONG (A-103) and the Camp Commander at Camp GTA ‘UG
have besn halping Mr, Jo'e Palada, a Phillipino apricultural expert
working in I CTZ, mhre this project a succrass,

(f) Miscellaneonus A new prcject has besn initiatad invelving
tho r21sang of duc™s, cnickens, and pips by ths camps, This wiil help
improve the quality of meat eaten by the CIDG and thmir dependents,

("7 1I Corps Tacticsl Zone (Compsny B)

(a) POLWAR Trairirg: At present thirveen of the twenty-ons CIDG
POLWAR teams in Compar.y% are trained, Seven of these graduated from
the POLJAR School at II Corps Headquarters on 7 Apral 1945, The remain-
irg ntrained ‘eams are presently in FLEIKU and will also azterd the

IJ Corps POLWAR School, The class will bagin on 5 Muy with graduation
scnecduled for 26 May 1959, Two CIDG POLWAR teams from Camps DUC €O
(A-253) and PLEX IIRONG (% .113) graduated from the Company 3 FOLVAR
Rafre+i:ar Course or 2¢ March 1969, This is a three wesk course tan~ht hy
officexs, NCO's and inverpreters from both the U ASF and VNSF 5.5
sections. The courso terminates with a 4 day practizal exercise ~nrd-
uctod in a local PLEIKU hamiet., The next class. with CIDG teams frem
Camps 1UC LAP (A-239) and TIBU ATAR (A-231) will begin on 0 May 1969.

(v) Agricuitural Projects, The S.5 farm, located on tne north-
westarn oarn of the Company B compound, 1s being used as a classroom
as wel) as a source of food. Two 6 day classes conducted at the farm
have taught § CIDG ard civilian personnsl impreved methods of agriculture
and animal husbandry, These classes will continue, beginning on the 1lst
and ¥rd Monday of each month. The animal stock consists of Landrace
Hogs, chickerg, ducks, fish and sheep, Also crcps such as corn, hemp,
peanuts, and gourds are grown, Three lLandrace Hogs have been shipped
to toth camps DUC LAP and TIEU ATAR, Three are to be shipped to MANG
BUXK (A-246) in the r.ear future,

¢

(:7 Psychological Operations, During January 1969, approxirmately
345 waliion leaflets were dropped in support of Special Forces sperations
within II CTZ, This figure was doubled in both February and March,

and was tripled in April, The number of air loudspeaker hours has made

3 similar increase, The mcst significant results occurred in February
when 83 peraons turned themselves in to a MSF unit operating southwest

of BAN ¥ME THUOT TForty-one of these individuals were later classified

as Hoi Chanhs by the Vietnamese Chieu Hol Agency in BAN ME THUOT During
Apri. Company B received a total of seven Hoi Chanhs,
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A) 1Dt

(o)

orvs Tacrical Zone (Combany A

—

(a) Gencral, JigniTicant POLWAR activitics inciuded proreets in
Civic Action, Sccial Welfare, Motivation and Indortrination, and PSYOTT,
Compary A‘a M:biie Trairing Tear split inte two smailer teams plus
advisars | visited the A (:rachments “o pive additional cn-the- job tra'rn-
ng to the POLWAR tesms, Frimary omphasis has been placed on implemen‘‘ng
a Motivation and Indoctrination vprogran for the CIDG troops, The Mobile
Training Team gave addition-) instruction and supervision to the POLWAR
teams on how Lo show novies give lectures. orpanize ralliss and awards
proFrans . nd establish o overoll Morivation and Indocirination propram.
The Team alsc provaded instruction for the POLWAR training course szt TRANG
SUP (A.301), the III CTZ Traznaing Center., In addition to the POLWAR teams
at all A-Detachments; Company A alsc has Culture-Drama teams at three B-
etachnents, Trese vicit the A.aetachments on a contiruing hasis and also
verform POLWAR functions at the p<Detachments, The drama taam performances
#ere integrated intc the Motivation and Indoctrination proprams by working
curren . theémas into thaar skits and traditional scngs. The teams provided
er.tertainnment during tha numerous camp celebrations and Vietnamese~Cambodian~
kontagnard holicdays. Furthermore they performed for the patients at Company
A's corvalescent ward,

(») Psvchological Operations (Psyops). This is an integral part of

ne O S progran, All 3ocial welfare projects, culture~drams team perform.
ances, and civic action projects rmust be expioited by PSYOPS, No matter
how mich time or expense has been invested in a project it iz of little
valve 1f it has failed to infiuence peovle's attitudes and/or behavior,
The POLWAR team is one of the hest assets in this area because face-to-
face communications s the most aifective means of reaching people. An
exarmple of an integratgd PSYIP3 propram took place in April when a CIDG
combat opersation in the LGS NINH (A-331) TACR entered a particular village.
Noticing that scre cf the villagers needed maedical attention and lacked
adsquate clothing, the A.331 S5 called the B=33 S5 and requested medical
suppiizs ana clothing, A U-10 was dispatched by Company A to B-33 where the
5-5 had prepared air droppable bundles of the needed commodities, The
supplies wera drooped and a MEDCAP was conducted while the PSYOPS aircraft
circled ovarhead and plaved tapes that "GVN supports you™ mixed with patriotic
music, At the sane time the POLWAR team mingled with the villapgers and
cenducted face-to-face persuasion, As a result of this, considerabls intel-
ligent2 was pained about VO activities in the area.

{-) ZPsychological Warfare {PSYWAR). Dur:ng the repcrting period, Com-
pary A continued with an aggrescive PSYWAR campaign against the enemy, The
a°" prase ol the 3.phasa Tet campaign ended 21 March, A total of 32,179,000
laafiets has bee disserminatedin supporv of this campaign. Themes emphasiazed
were "family appeal’, “It's spring, why stay ir. the jungle", "Tet Chien Hoi"
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and "Return home for Tet", Although Company A's leafiet dissemination
and loudspeaker broaacasts continue to steadily increase, the number of
Hoi Chanhs rallying in Special Forces TA(R s remains iow. Many Hoil Chanhs
during interviews have indicated 'hey are afraid tc rally vc isolated
camps, This may be a major contributing factor tr Campany A's low Hoi
Chanh rate. It shpuld be noted though that III CTZ auring Feoruary 1969
had a total of 272 Hoir Chanhs and Company A contributed :*% of all aerial
leaflets disseminated in the Corps, In March there was a total of 493
Hoi Chanhs and Company A contributed L9.5% of all ieaflets dropped, To
improve the Hoi Chanh rate, a series of leaflets have been printed which
encourage potential railiers tc proceed to Special Forces camps, These
explain the benefits of the Chieu Hol program, iist rewards for turned in
weapon<, and provida a map to the nearest CIDG camp, Trese eaflets will
be disseminated extensively during May, In addition to this; posters

are being made explaining the value of the Chieu Hoi propram to the CIDG
solaiers,

(d) Social Weifare, The primary activity to improve the living cond-
itions of the CIDG are construction projects, Dependent housing 1s being
bullt in all camps desiring 1t, A priority 1:is: has been estabisned for
this, Four-fifths of all A-dstachments have 3achoo_s and all B. detachments
have one or are supportirg tue one that depandent chilgren atte..c, Reading
roams are also being built in the camps, Plans have bfen made with the
Staff Engineers for a standard BOM to be used when cayps subi'it a proiect
for this type of construction. The majority ¢ the :‘,f.mps have their own
barber shops and tailor shops, Several camps, main)¥ those located in
isolated areas; have established PX/Commissaries, Agriculture and animal
husbandry projects are now being demonstrated in various camps, These
projects are not only beneficial since they provide food for the CIDG,
but they alsc teach tie CUIDG to te self-sufficient 3ince they are 1072
self-help, Fish ponds have been constructed and stocked in three of the
canps in III CTZ, A medical and a sanitation program are two continuing
projects, All detachments have a daily sick call program for the CIDG
and their dependents, It provides immunisation as well as treatnent,
and has been an effective deterrent in controiling dangerous diseases,
Nurses are given cn-the-job iraining at Company A, After training, they
are sent to the A-detachments to provids assistance, The camp sanitation
program is also continuing on a daily basis., The POLWAR teams have been
irstrumertal in improving camp sanitation by supervising police call,
naking trash containers ard latrines, and giving lectures and showing movies
on nealth. "Project Assist™ continues to be successful, This was designred
to improve the low morale of the CIDG patients in the Company A Convalescent
Center, The low morale was due to the loneiiness caused by the separation
from their families and friends, the boredom of just lying around, and &
feeling that nobody cared for them, although they had fought valiantly,
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Tne program includes the t-mely prasentation of Viaetramese awards, the
ruasardcus service awar:s  und an individual CARE pift, Also various
itams such as ciparett s ond toilet articles are pgiven {.: patients
hospitallaed for rore than cne week, As a follow-up to Project Assist,
Compar; A coordinated =nth the National Renahilitation Center in

Saigor. vho agread to train handicapped CIDG in civilian occupations,
Presently three former CIDG are enrollad in this program, During this
period, gifts for children were distributed tc¢ all detachments for cele-
brations during the Tet holidays., Or 15 February USASF and VNSF S.5°s
and members of Company A toured 9 A-datachments distributing Tet gifts
to the CIDG, The remainder of the detachmer.ts received their gifte from
the B-detachment S.5's,

(e) Motivation and Indoctrination (M&I). This is tbe primary mission
of the POLWAR teams, The program at most camps includes sports compatition
(volleyball and ping pong), entertainment (movies and culture drama team
p:rformances), and camp celebrations, Rallies and lectures are also held
to educate the CIDG about the GVN, Company A publishes a monthly magasine
which is sent out to all camps. Stationary has been designed and produced
for the use of the CIDG, It incorporates the CIDG c¢rest and slogan, "Honor,
and Respor.sibility", A poster was developed to promote esprit-de-corps
amor.g a1l CIDG troops, It incorporates the CSF and MSF insignia; VN flag
and six concepts for conduct, A project has beer. sestablish=d to furnish
ird M5F's troops with coke and cirarettes when they come in for standdown.
Fresh food is also brousht out to them, This program has definitely im-
proved the morale of the troons, Also during this quarter a debating
competition was held at Company A with the winner getting a photo album

and the runner-up a ciparette lighter, One particularly effective motis -

vaticonal project was the Soldier-of-the-Month program, Candicates are

elected by the troops from squad threough company level, Then thev are presen-
tad to a boarc while the company commander of each candidate relates the
latter's achievements, After the Soldier-of-the-Menth is selected, he is
honored at a battalior formation, At the same time he is presented a letter
of commendation; a three day pass; and & VN$2,007 watch, This program has
resulred in a noticeable improvement in military courtesy and willingness

to work by the CIDG.

(£) Civic Action (C/A). The primary projects performed by the POLWAR
teans to 1mprove the iivirg conditions of the civilian population has been
in the field of health and sanitation., All detachments with a civilian
pcpulace have been conducting MEDCAPS, Over S7% of the A-detachments and
1008 of the B.detachments are active in this area, The POLWAR teams continue
to provide PSYOPS support by distributing leaflets and other printed material
in the health kits and scap., All medicines are wrapped in leaflets bearing
a PSYOPS message, The most important element is to have the CSF and VNSF
medics provide the actual treatment under the supervisicn of a USASF medic,
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This not only improves the indipenous medics' proficiency but alsec
creates a favorable attitude toward the CIDG an! GVN, In addition

to MEDCAPS the POLWAR teams have assisted the civilian ponulation

in constructing or revairing schools; dispsnsaries, roads, churcres
and bridges. Efforts have been made to establish all ecivaic action
projects as self-help with the peopie providing at least 507% of the
labor., Two particularly exploitable civic acticn projects occurred
during thi; quarter, In March VC entered THU BON viilage and burned
50 Montagnard huts at random to emphasize the noint that the VC did
not want them to live there, A MEDCAP was conduc‘ea in wnich over
30C villagers were treated, and rice and cormodities were distribute”,
Coordination was made by B..33 with the CA piatoon frem AN LOC Dastrict
for m: *erials to help the people rebuild the village, The District
donat ! tin sheets and cement, Psychological Operations to exploit
thi s.tuation were conducted vy JUSPAQ, the Vietnamese Infornaticn
Service and the POLWAR team from Province. In April at LOC NINH in
the rew pagoda services were conducted for the Buddhi<t I'ew Year, This
very “‘mpressive ceremony was attended by many villagers from the dise
trict. The pagoda is 85% completed, The whole event was exploited
by the POLWAR team and parsonnel from LOC NINH District, Wher. com-
pleted; the pagoda will be one of the most beautiful structures in
the whole district,

(9) IV Corpe Tactical Zone (Company D).

(a) PSYWAR (Psycholagical Warfare), CORDS/PSYOPS an' the 1th
Psychological Operations Battalion continue to furnish sufricient
tapes; leaflats, and posters to enabie Company D to accompiish its
mission. The following themes were utilised: svandard Thieu Hoi,
standard government appeal, weapcns rewards, and Hoi Chanh letters.

In addition; the Volunteer Informant Program (VIP) was emphasized as
the S2 and SS coordinated their e¢fforts, Two standard leaflets on the
program were® available to detachments, and one special poster is being
produced, The VIP will continue to receive emphasis in the future,

(bv) Social Welfara, As part of the social welfare program in IV
Corps, numerous MROCAPS were conducted., A health program has been
initiated that will benefit CIDG soldiers and their dependents as well
as civilians, The VNSF Social Welfare NCO from C-lL, accompanied by
a USASF SS representative, visita local hospitais on a weekly basis
giving cigarettes, soap, candy and milk to convalescing CIDG soldiers,

(¢) Motivation and Indoctrination. Timely rallies, lectures, and
propaganda missions were conducted to keep the CIDG soldiers. their dep-
endents;, and civilians informed of local and national events. Successful
combat operations have been celebrated at victory parties held for
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Oroup (Abn) for
the Period ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI),

the CIDG soldiers., Numerous award ceremonies wer. held for the CSF
and MSF to draw attention to specific acts of bravery. Through an
increasingly active sports program, compstitive spirit has been
generated,

(d) Civic Action, A large number of schools, hospitals, churches,
roads, mar places, and bridges have eithar heen built or repaired
with labor, materials, or funds furnished through Company D, An aggres-
sive agricultural program designed to enable the CSF amd 1local popula-
tion to learn new farming techniques, has been implemented in IV Corps,
An agricultural school is now available at MOC HOA for personnel sel ect.
ed from each detachment,

() Psychological gEgntionl . While participating in tactical
operations, members I the teams made loudspeaker broadcasts,

passed out leaflets, and put up posters, Numercus rallies and lectures,

as well as political indoctrination classes were organiszed, all directed
at. the CIDG troops. Aerial loudspeaker missions, flown by C=L? and U=10

aircraft, continued to play an important role in the PSYOPS program.
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Xk, Persennel,

(1) Strergth: Authorised and assigned strengths at the beginning and
at the elese of the periocd were as feo "ows

(a) Beginning ef Peried:
= arr

WO | 4G3
Authorized 691 2L 2765 3u80
Assig . 722 25 2189 b1
{b) Cliose of Perioeds
ar WO N f (4]
Authorized é91 2k 2765 3u80
Assigned 710 27 2650 1387

(2) Replacements: During this peried, a total of 137 efficers and 7L?
eniisted replacements were assigned; while the lossea totaled 147 officers
and 577 enlisted perssnnel,

(3) Pramotions: A total of LOS enlisted peraonnel were premsted during
this peried.

(L) Persennel Management:

(a) Critieal MGS Sho%gu: MO3 11F eentinues to be the mest erit-
ical shertage in ths tn Special Yorses Oreup (dirborme); however, some relief
was experienced as one hundred and twenty-four B-L's reported to this eommand
during the reperting peried. Headquarters, USAR" has querisd Departmsnt ef
the Army regarding this shertage. As a result 12B's are being applied against
11F requisitions after these parsonnel have cempleted an intelligence course at
Fort Helabird, Maryland. TYhis ceurse; theugh net fully qualifying indiwiduals
feor pesitiens ef intelligense sergeants, qualific them for pesitions in
Cemmand and Centrel Detashments, thus freeing fully qualified 11F personnel for
assigmments to Special Ferees A-detachments,

(b) Stre Redustiens During the reperting period Headquarters, USARY,
directed this quarters te allor all offigers not serving on extensions to
depart Vietnam 12 days prier to their normal DER(E effestive 12 Pabruary i949
through 12 April 1969. 7This action was accomplished in eonjunetion with
instructions frem Dopartnont of tne Army to reduce the officer strength level
Within USARV,
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(e) Premetions: During the month ef February 1969 Headguarters
USARY, autherized this cemmand te premete all individuals in greds K5
threugh R7 who had attained prometien list status prier te 1 August
1968, Twe restrictions plased en premotable persemmel were that they
had to be carried on the Greup's eurrent selectien list for promotien
and that a bar te premetion had net been ineurred, Ais a result ef this
directive ten enlisted men were prometed to grade BY and ene enlisted
man vas promoted te grade RS, 7hese premetions were made witheut regard
te Departaent of the Army quetas, requisition actiens, eommand pay grade
vacanciss, er losal pesitiens vacancy criterien,

(¢) Miscellanecus: During the reperting poried, Headquarters, USARYV,
directed this headquarters te have an Bnlisted Effisiency Repert (DA Form
2166) prepared en ali K7's and R8's whe had not been tested in their PM(B
during the Calendar yvars 68 and 69, These enlisted efficisney reports
were prepared and forwarded to Headquarters, Department of the Army for use
by the Army Premetion Beard.

(5) RER Allecations: The follewing R&R allecatiens were ree. .ed by
the Sth SPER for the months indicated:

SITE i MAR AR
TOKYO 16 18 15
BANGKOK N} In Le
TATPES 20 75 20
SYDRRY Ly 50 ks
XUALL LOMPUR 7 7 6
KANTLA 6 6 6
HAWATI 10 8s &4
HOWO XOMO 30 35 25
STRIAPCRE 20 20 10
TOEAL 144 221 ™y
UTILIZATION RATIO 97,78 106,5% 18,18

L
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During this period the average number of allecations per month dropped
to 261 as compared to 320 laat period. The drop was due to a general
cut baek thraughout Vietnam by MACY, Cur utilisation ratic has improved
fron 92 percent the previous period to 108 persent for this peried,

This imprevement will allew the Sth SFGA to receive more seat allocations
in the future,

{6) Awards and Decoratiens:

(a) The total number of deceratiens awarded te Sth SFGA personnel for
pericd ending 30 April 19693

AWARD L2.-] HAR APR
as 0 0 1
DSC 0 0 1
Ire 1 1 0
8s 5 8 8
I 5 1 1 .
SM 0 1 ? %
BS.Y 30 26 39
S 89 90 167
Ay 3 1 ?
AM 60 30 48
AQUY 10 25 )
Acu ' n 18 &
TOPAL 274 261 373
cm 117 81 sy
oD 16 7 26
e " 81 se
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-~

Awards of the Brenze Star and helew are approved by Sth SFGA, B8ilver
Star te Distinguished Service Crese are sppreved by USARY,

(v) Peroentage of easeh unit's personnel whe were desorated for
the peried ending 30 April 19691

YALGR SERVICE/ACHIEVEMENT

W TR wE AR ®wn APR

A 2,5 o7 3.7 6,9 5.2 8.2

B 1,3 ol b1 t Sl 6.9

c .8 £,0 1.4 2,5 8 L.

D 3,7 2.8 3.2 8.0 Se9 15,1
| 3 0 0 0 1.8 55 .k

HAC .2 o 0 3D 7.8 3.9

cen L.S L2 Lol 10,0 5.3 8.8

¢ L,0 1,2 J.t 6.9 8, 7.5

cce e L3 6.1 n,1 10,0 1,2

OTHER 1.3 o8 1.6 : 7,8 10,$ W.5

(#) The recommendation fer the Meriterious Unit Cemsendation for
the peried )1 January 1968 te 31 Desember 1963 4is presently at Headquarters,

USARY, fer precessing and subsequent submissien to Headquarters, Departaent
o1 the Army, The recommendatien fer (ke Presidential Unit Citation fer the
Boriod 1 Novenrber 1965 te 31 Desember 1968 has besn foerwarded te Headquarters,
epartment of the Army fer appreval,

(7) Spaeisl Berviees:

(a) OEWERAL: During the past three menths Specisl Bervices has nade
groeat atr!Jes tewards impreving its facilities and astivities te enhanes
the morale, eemforti and phywical fitnese of the members of the Stk 8FQA,
During this peried Sth SFUA enteroed a baskelball team in the tournament
play conducted by the ¥;th Oeneral Suppert Oreup, Initial drafting hee
been completed for the censtruction »f an air-wenditiened Speeial Berviess
facility which will include a dark reomm, game room and exersise roeom,
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Pina) appreval of these plans are expected in the near future,

(b) Librarys The Oreen Beret Librury continues to offer a fine
selaction of SuEu and magarines, Life magarine has placed the
facility on its complimentary mailing list effective 1 July 1969, The
Sth SYGA Chaplain continues to distribute beoks and magazines to
Special Forces detachments in the field, The Oresen Berst Library
reflects the following attendance figures for the period.

FEBRUARY 6713
MARCH 7134
APRIL 657L

(8) Safetys On 15 March 1969 the 5th SFOA Safety Couneil held its

4t mest to discuse ascident reports, motor vehicle accident preven-
tion, firearms salety, and the advantages of using safety checklists,
After careful evaluation of written recommendations, the Council awarded
M30 Juhn T. Ream, RA 13429388, Company C, Sth SFOA, the United States Army
Safety Avard and recommernded Cempany B for the United Statea Certificate
of Merit for Cafety. Both awards are for calendar year 1968, The Sth
S8PGA Safety News-letter has proven to be an impor‘ant assst of the Safsty
Progran, Suggestions and oomments received as requested by the newsletter
have bsen most helpful in gearing articles to the prime safety problem
areas, USARY gtatistics for the 3rd Quarter ¥YY 69 are not available at

thie time, The number ef aceidents by type during this periocd are as
follewss

TR MR LR AL
BQD Vielatiuus 0 1l o 1
Weapene Vielations O 0 1 l
Motor Vehicle L L 3 1
Talls 0 1 2 3
TOTALs L é 6 16

(9) Oivilian Persennels

(a) The Sth Bpesial Terses Oreup empleys eivilians threughout the
Republic of Vietnam, The number ef permanent civilians employed wmits
during the peried ending 30 April 1969 were as fellewss (Next Page
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COMFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECTs Operatienal Repert of Sth Speeisl Poress Oroup (Abn) fer
the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RC3 CSF®R-65 (RI)

owre B MR AR
Cempany A 536 s01 505
Cenpany B 970 Tee 727
Campany C 279 268

Cempany D 528 L38 L30
Det B-S1 65 60 60
Det B-SP 78 10 69
Det B.55 76 n &4
NSTTC 24 89 109
Det A-502 n 3 38
CID | 203 goh 197
st 598 S8k 519
TOTAL b1y 3038 3040

(b) The large reduetion of eivilian persennel during March
was the result of a study sondueted in February to determine the minimum
number nzeded to aceomplish the mission, This reduction will result in
nore realistic utilization and better management as well as reduced laber
sests of approximately $56,000 per menth,

(#) The Cesmanding Officer Sth SFGA has withdrawn from subordinate
commanders the authority te empley temporary laberers, This astion is in
cenjunetion with the CPO's task of aligning smpleyment vractlees with effic-
ient porsenns] management techniques,

(4) The sivilian persennel technicians and interpretear/translators
ompleyed by Sth SFGA are new paid en a menthly salary bagis which presludes
sxeessive payment for evertime and sther fringe benefits,

(@) A language differential test was written and administered te all
sivilian empleyess ef the Sth SPGA that qualified IAW Sth SFOA Reg 690-1
tve receive the languags diffarential py, Appreximately 70K of these
taking the test qualified te reeeive the extras pay.
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(10) Reenlistments:

(a) The fellewing io the Sth SFGA, 1st SF, resnlistment statisties
for the peried ending 30 April 1949,

ELIOIBIR REENLISTRD PERCENTACRS
M AUS RESEc ToraL M AOST NES@No TorAL RA AUST RESEND TOTAL
165 3 1 169 8y o 1 8k U9 0% 1008 L%
(b} The fellewing are the Regular Army statisties for the same period,
RLIGIBLR RERNLISTED  PERCENTAGE
Less than feur(l) years 101 11 bl 4
Mere than feur(l) years 68 65 95%
Total 169 76 k9%

(¢) One EM amended his ETS. One bar to reenlistment was initiated
and appreved. Nineteen Rl sxtended their BTS,

(11) Chaplains' Activities,
'~ ACTIVITY COWDUCTXD

Religieus Services

Services Cendusted 261
Attendance Lioo

GROUP Parieh Aetivities

Hospital 36
Ceunsel sLs
Interviews L2718

C-unim Servises

O T P

Ssrviees 163
Cemmunicants 1601
CA/Psyepe Astivities 25
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SUBJECT: Operatienal Report of Stk Special Forses Group (ibn) for
the Peried Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFQR-65 (RI)

ACTIVITY CONDUCTED

Memorial Services 28
Attendance 1L98
Invecatisns/Benedictiions
Cenducted 16
Attendance 786
Staff Mestings 101
Ca.lz Visita 255
Campe Visited 154

MISCRLLANEQUS _TTRMS: During the three menths 28,358 separste items of
religious literature, devetional books, magazines, paper baek becks, S¥
prayer cards; calendars; religious medals, and gift packages of items

received from supporters in the USA were sent out to all detachments of
the Sth SFGA,

(12) Diseipline, Law and Order:

(a) Diseipline Repertss

THIS QUARTER
Tebruary Marsh April Total

Pasg Vielation 0 0 0 0
Off Limits Vielatien 1 0 0 1
Curfew Vielatien [ 2 9
Praftic Violation 30 12 1 1
Multiple Charges 10 7 9 26
AWOL o 3 3 6
Others 2-3[ % 12 63

TOTAL Y &0 1%Y
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LAST QUARTER

Lavoxber December January Zotal

Pass Vielatlion 0 0 1 1l
Off Limits Violation 3 0 0 3
Curfew Vielatidn 3 0 6 9
Traffic Violation 26 8 11 L5
Multiple Charges 6 6 8 20
AWOL 4 0 0} 2
o BB B
(b) Judieial Puniskments

THIS QUARTER

Pebruary Marsh April Total

General CourtMartial 1 0 0 1
3pecial Court-Martial O 0 0 0
Summary Court-Martial ¢ 0 0 0
LAST QUARTER
November Desamber January Total

General Ceurt-lartial 1 0 o] 1
Spesiel Ceurt-dartial 1 1 1 3
Summary Ceurt-Martial O 0 1 1

(o) Nen-Judisisl Punisiment

LT MR
Artiele 15 'h—bt!%ﬂ E‘!S!E _‘Eﬂu_l ?-%—‘1—

I
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Noverher
Article 1% 21

{d) Llegal A-sistance: Legal assistance was rendered to 238

LAST QUARTER
December January

15 May 1969
SUBJECT: Oreration.1 Report of Sth Speeial Porees Greup (ALn) for

tiie Perioc £nding 30 April 1969, RCS CSPR-65 (RI)

15 19

clients; a decrease of two over the past quarter,

(13) CI%G Strengtn Accounting. On 25 April 1969, the seeond commanc-

wige CIDU Auster Roll Call was conducted for the purpose of validating the
legitimacy of 710 whose names appear on camp pay rolls and assessing the
combat capability of each camp in terms of CIDG actually assigned and present
for duty, The new CIDO Identification Cards have besn distributed by <hs

VASF cnd are being held at the Cedetachment level awaiting further distribution
The Strike Porce Pay Cards have been eompleted

4 basie data ecard is being prepared te
The former will be

in comparing fund repo-is

to subord.nate dstachmnents,
and are also ready for distributien,
record the =ame information as recorded on the ID card,
cenirally rited at this headquarters for convenience
te CIDG payrolls., Identification tags will alsc be is3ued to the CIDG. Camerss

for the purpuse ¢f taking CIDG ID photos have been distributed to the T.de‘ach-

ments.

(1l Corrs Tactical Zone (Company C)

(2) Strength: Strengths at the boginnihg and end of ths reporting

period were:

QrrICERS

Autherized

Assigned
INLISTED

Authorized

Agsigned

(t) Replacensnts: The flow of replacements was satisfastory,
parsonne] were well qualified and ready to assume their jebs,

of 11C'g and 11B's within this unit still . psents a eritical problem.

\¢) Discipline: Three article 15 punishments wers impased during the

reporting peried,

i AR
59 59

72 61

177 177
176 178
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3UBJRCT: Operational Report of 5th Spesial Porees Group (Abn) fer
the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

(d) Morale and Persenal Services: There were a total of 52 RtR's
and eight leaves, ~ These were processed rapidly and in most cases scor-
respended with requested dates and locations,

(e) Personnel Management: The (5B's are still receiving approximately
il days training, This serves zs both a refresher and practice period,
Emphasis has been placed on reducing the headquarters strength and correcting
improper assignments,

(f) Civiliz: P~rsonnel Office: Campany C presently employs 175 eivilians
in order to provide centralized civilian services in the fields of logisties,
medicine and administration,

(15) II Cerps Tactical Zene (Company B)

(a) Strength: The authorized strength for the reporting period dec-
reased with the clesing eut of thres A ~detachments, Currently the assigned
strength is 171 officers; 1 WO, and 342 EM as compared to 162 officers, 1 WO,
and 385 XM on 1 February 1969

(b) Replacementa: There havs been no problems experienced in obtaining
sufficient officer personnel to fill all the required positions throughout
Cempany B, 4lthough many new officers lask sxperisnce, they, are generally
able to accomplish their missions. The critisal problem lies with the proe-
urement of enlisted men. There continues to be shortages in MOS's 11B, 11C,
05B, 91B, and 11F for the operational A ~detashments and of the 11F, 0SB,
918, 76 and 71 MOS's within the B and C detashments. l

(16) III "-vp~ Tactics’ 2Zone (Cempany C)

(a) GQeneral: During the reperting perioed further soordination was effec- ~
ted with IT ¥ield Ferce in the maintaining of muximum strength of augmented
IRRP persormel to the Mobile Strils Foree Cemmand, A command message was
initiated by Brigadier Gensral Charles Cantrell, Chief of Staff, II FFV, en
18 March 1969, to all the supporting LRRP Detachment Units reemphasizing the
impertance of maintaining 100% strength of their personnel to Company A at all
times. A4lso in this peried, the GO, Company A initiated a progrzm enseuraging
each staff sectien te make frequent visits to the subeordinate detashment sites
in erder te ebtain firat hand imewledge of frequent problem areas. This has
snabled many administrative difficulties to be corrected on the spot; thus
eliminating an zppreciable amount ef message traffic sver the single side band.
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the Poriod Kuding 30 April 1969, RCS CSFCOR-£S (RI)

(v) Strengih.

L MAR APR
A AUTH ASG AUTH ASG
Ex 2% Ty 256 288 296 266
arr Y7 aab 97 107 7 109
wo < : o 1 0 1
(-} Deoiorii 0 Taa rumber of Article 15's administered to Cowrar,
EFEI NI £33 & S T
e MAR APR
2 L "
¥ G 0 o}
[ie wa’ e 0f Hza1hery Police Reports received on Company A percssoi.
wire,
i MAR APR
L ¥ 3 L 1
arr 1 o 0

(d) Moraie and Personnel Services, Recreational equipmernit was pro-:::
for all subordinate Aztaschments as well as Company headquarters, This { .
I-otballs; baswetballs, baseballs, taseball gloves, ping pong sets, tenn:i«
tennis balls and vackets, and horse shoe games, The use of this special

eyn-paent enharest the morale of the troops immensely. Two USO shows wer:
preaented during this peried.

(e) Annual Ganeral Inspection. Company A took part in the Annual Gernir:-

Inspection on 7 Yebrusy 1969, The entire Company received a satisfactory r&:-»

with only a few noted miner defieiencies which were corrected on the sput or =1:
in Zhe process of heing corrected.

(£) 3S.vilian Perscnnel Office, There ars a total of SOl eivilian pe-s-
assigred t'o_ﬁmr anr A 192 at the C-detachment, 1LB at the four B-detachme ¢
and 167 at the fourteen A-detachmenta., During April 2959 ali eivilisn =2x. o ¢
wWere reviewed with atisntion to grade and step. This revealed an exces:; -
snne.. at yhe higher isvels and during that month corrections were made t: o'
pc3iiions witn -he table of disiribu’icn dated 7.0 Maren 1969, The sdinciesd
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becane effective 1 May 1969 and should show a marked decresase in cost
per individual,

A change in the TD of the 3rd MSPC (B-36) to tccomodate their needs
fer more cembat interpreter alots due to their split composition was
approved by Group Headquarters and adopted on 7 April 1%69, A reanest
fer additional slots o accommodate the convalesecent center at LONG HATI
was also approved, adding 11 needed positions, Temporary laborers can
enly be hired after approval by Group Headquarters, Presantly L9 tem-
porary lahorers are approved; 32 at the O Detachment, 2 at Detachment
B-32, 10 at Detachment A-322, and 5 at Det B-3kL,

(17) Iv Corps Tactical Zone (Company D).

(a) Strength.
TS asso 10
MONTH ar ar o
B 5 859 100 227 327
MAR 7% 259 98 337 335
APR 7% 259 83 225 308

(b) Replacenents. Ameng officers there is a great shortage of
X0 and CAPO replzcements, The critical enlisted M(Bis are 117, 11C,

and 91B,

(e) Discipline, Cempany D has not had any problems eoncerning
diseipline or law and order, The following is a summary of judicial

actions,

Article 153 5
Summary Courts-Martial; 0O
Spesial Courta-Martials O
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L. dedical.

vi? Qf“;{.;::;.::-&§£°' The health of USASF perscnnel has rem-
aravd exceLia st Lhn cpoout the reparting period, There has been a sub-
stuntia. radustoor o i@ wncldence of malarla with the introduetion of
datiy capsome prlls to tho chemoprophylaxis malaria control program in

late dr-uzry 1967, Hespital admissions for battle injuries have incr-
eased cons darally during this reporting period due to increased convact

wavh oo oary Carees, Tie hepatitis rete continues to be & minor probiem,
A T 'he  trre S thédrs areas of operation and their werk with
Sl ;urinies, VOASF personnel are constantly expossed to the
337it s rieie tq the fand and liquids they consume, Due to the unicque
- TSALY merscingl their exposure to contagisus diseases is

~waroeTy Pigher than sny other unit in Vietnam, Although there have
oot any epldemics among indigenous in areas where USASF have been

creratingy USASF casualties have been kept low by a strictly enforced
1M 3atien progUen,

CIDG Med:-sl Care., A schedule of disability payments for the

o o~

CUIC w2e published, "'_Tﬁﬁ and civilian employees who are permanently
dissho 0 oirn the Jae o duty will be paid an allowance, A percentapge
ol viabillly 218 determined by the C-Detachment Surgeon in accordan-~e
w1t ot coeddule, Tre total allowance is computed by multiplying

w2ste 10ath 8 base pay times the percentage of disability, Due to
re:urring inc.dences of epidemics of common diseases amonz the CIDG pop-
vistisl an Lewunization progran for CIDG has been instituted by each

.SASY -ompany. The basic series of immunizations will ineclude smallpox
snoiera, plague, and the time/or PPV skin test, Any additional immwun-
1zatlor requirements deemed necessary by the company surgeen will be
atittzed at nis discretion, A record of these immunizations will be

xept as a part of the individual pay record and will be transferred with
the ndividual 5 each of his duty stations, The following recommendation
nis “ren made for addition to the proposed CIDG identifie-~tion tag: "US

~ AU, Tals will inform US medical authorities that tiiese persons are
autncrlaed ireatment in their facilities and hopefully preclude their
transfer to CIDG or ARVN facilities, Additionsl informaticn to be included
I space permits will be "-Htfy SthSFGA of adm.", In this way an up-to-

date account of hospital admissions of CIDG thioupghout the Republie will
b2 weintalined,

3) Preveutive Medicine and Veterinary Activities, Tre Group Veter-
1.a71en sompiet~ - the rabies control program in . A total of 1159
andin were tecninat2zd in and around ten camp areas, Preventive Medicine
“ous oy curl o tommanders have been published and distributed to the field,
. of thuse r.blications are in the process of being translated irnte
w31rsial “orm. Reutine mess and club aanitation inspeations bnve been

CUdFILL. Iﬁg
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conducted and a general improvement noted, As previously stated,
malaria diseipline within the Sth SFGA has been satisfactory.

An effective immuniazation propram eontinues to be conducted among
USASF personnel and a propram for immunization of CIDG 1s heing
implemented.

(L) Medical Supplies, Supply econcmy has been more effective
during this reporting period than at any previous tima, Conplete
inventorics of all medical supply items within the cormand were
ccenducted and all excess backloaded to the 1SC, To date a saving
of over $39,000 has been realised, A new medical supply stockape
list has been published Developed by the Group Medical Supply
Officer and Oroup Surgeon; it was based on supply utiliszation “igures
and recommendations from the component surgeons, Employinp thie
stockage list and previous usage factors new requisition objectives
(RO's) will be established, Emphasis has been placed on the correct
utflization of the Red Ball resupply system. Medical supply usages
have besn planned in a manner that precludes Red Ball resupply exeept
for overational emergencies, There have been no critical medical
iteas during the roporting period,

8) Training. It was pointed out during the seccnd VNSFABSASF
Surgeons' Conference, held 19 and 20 April 1969, that USASF personnel
appear to be doing too much in the CIDG hospital program and often
ecompletely override the VNSF, The sventuel goal is to turn over the

CIDG hospital pro -um to the VNSF and they in turn will answer to the
ARVH Surgeon General, Until the final transfer VNSF doctors will sssune
more and more responsibilities in the progran and USAST medical personnel
will revert to an advisory effort, Thim process will be pursue? keeping
in mind at all times. however, the necessity for providing the best
possible care for patients,

(6) I Corps Tactical Zone (Company C),

(a) USASF Medical Care, Long range planning in the ares of camp
hygiene has been neglected l% C and B toan compounds vhere unanticipated
growth and use of available facilitiss has ovsrburdensd waste disposal
systems, It is readily apparent that problems of septic tank overtlow

are much harder to correct once pressnt than to prevent by building facile
ities with a generous allowance for future growth, Septie tank overflow
complicates mosquito control, interferes with potable water supply, and

is sesthetically intelswabls, The ideal solution is the future development
of an economical self-contained waste disposal system, However, until such
time, allowances for future growth must be taken into cunsideration from
the very start of construction. Another health problen has been caused

by the inadequate weshing of fresh vegetables purchased from the local
economy which has lead to multipls cases of shigellosis and other transient
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SR IRl AV . b e are a nonoBsATY part o7 ¢ diot byt all
vapertah cn o Yoo Whe oAl ecunomy should bo eonsidered as

R T T ' coenttat s oaaaanpe fYem 9 vater with a thiprty

o e b T e Y T age b e waentro 4n £y ppmoenlorin-
At o e T mraceeare Y ColLe 4, che rate of darrhean
s U e e s nd

oo b v, Tia safoty of parcsonnel involved in nodevars
aonTet e 20 Ul meaned by tho eonatriuctien o prevsctive holding
[ wi b ada, Tuaerally ) heiteoptesn et land somn d18.
ALY Lt ey cat et buasers awd durdie mlege cone ttions wedice
parganael and DAt etn are oxposod for a conpideraple time in accomplisn-
corcan . A etieas holding bunter on the heiiped would have prav.

'

wiled %e L ol @oah Lho past and thoso 4t may pravent justify comstruction,

(¢c) Proemiusion Physical Examinations. The deploymen®. of two
paessnnel USULS theator of oporation# with active tuberculosis
wp s tre o e 4 - lonce of A complate premisston physi~al oxam-
Sracs iy Do v taly dnvelveld Were sent to Vietnam vis Inter-
theater Tratsfern, urich Sndicntos theas perscnnel nead ~loser exai-
fnev. oo Th e aLvolon examination of personney cundng from TS
Lo Vit eate #vioantly iw working well as no nctive disease has
Leon oo ted an fLin proup,

(17 1. Corps Tactical Zone (Company B).

(a) UZA5Y Modlcal Cadre, Four new huildings havo boon added tc
tho hoapits) plant, These in-lude honsing for USASF and YNSF modical
rerasnnot, Fousire for civilian omployssn, a nodical supply storage
fostlisy Ao m SO man bunkar, Thess buildings i{ncrease the hoaspital
chppLiyy L4 1) Luda, perslt nore completa cares and gquiakor reactinn
L mn‘x-n. omna g ion, and provide better swcurity for nosplitel medical
punpLiae,  In nuc;tiwn, honaing the VSF medical personnal at the hos.
Pilia WL oL DAt Rnat complete integration of them into all activities,
The third copy of ‘he Lomptny B medical nawsletlsr has been imsusd, This
newalet ..t . jrinted overy threa months, contains both medical articles
¥l puidas e on medi~al administrative proocedures and is disseminated
to 8.l Conpdiy B aadies,

wy O0Y Mecleal Care, A total of 3,337 patients were cared for
during e tariod) !nc[uaing L6h ss Snpntiuntn. A plugue irmunization
progrem fov BR20 MO} and the C-2 socurity force as well as their dapen=
dontr we {yintatad dn cosperation vith Detactment B.20 in response to
& [ ague apadeaie, A oAl of 233 individuals vere vasrninated by the
un 0 s sanctina, Tn sddition, an active preventive modicine program us-
3T rat 0Ll traps, aic dusting 4a matill in progress in the dependont
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(¢) Medical Supply. Extra efforts have been made during this
period to improve medical supply efficlency and economy, The thorourh
examination of medical exnendable and enuinment requisitions prior to
their submission to the FSP has been a definite plus fartor, In additien
the individual modical spacialists have become more aware of the dollar
value of oach particular medical item they requesat, Medical supplies
used for MADTAP purposes have received closer scrutiny by A and B detech-
ments medics, A survey was conducted to ascertain the existence of excess
medical axperndables at A and B detachments. Subsequent backloads have res-
ulted in tho prop»: allucation of these supplies, During this period
medical supplies have been misrouted on several oncasions, The problem
has been traced to the sir movement ready line and the Air Forece personnel
responsible for loading and unloading supplies at the asrial port, but
1t still has not been fully resolved,

(d) Training Program. The OJT program for medics at the hospital
1s still in effect and a total of 23 students have been enrolled with

5 satisfactorily completing training . The primary purposs of this
progranm 18 to train civilisn personnel for the hospital. A CIDG medic
training program lasting six weeks was started 23 Aprii 1569 consisting
of lectures; demonatrations and supsrvised OJT, Subjecta taught include
medicine, surgery, laboratory procedures, physical rehabilitation, and
preventive medicine, Twenty-nine students from A- detachments, VSF,
end Polwar tea s are currently enrolled,

(s) Medcaps, Three patrols were conducted with 327 patients treated.
The patrols were limited to the PLERIKU arsa and included the MSF village
of PIRI YUT,

(£) Miscellaneous. The presently sxganised CIDG medic training program
is experimental and will probably have to be modified, All Company B medics
have been encouraged to provide constructive criticism of the courses as
socn as the trained CIDG medics return to their units, This eriticism will
be the basis for any changes in the course. In an effort to correct errors
in the MOPSUM a monthly letter is being ment to each A -detachment medic
analyzing his Annex G and informing him of the efforts being made by the
Company B staff to assist in solving problems, The WNSF Surgeon and one
of his medics will soon muve to the new quarters constructed on the hospital
compound, All aspects of hospital activity will then be Jointly controlled,
The training program presently conducted is a joint operation with both USASTF
and VNST cooperating closely in classroom instruction and supervision of the
OJT phase. A request for approval of a physical therapy unit containing
hydro-therapy and exercise sections has been subnitted. Activation of this
unit should enhance patient care in the hospital and lower tue permanent
disability rate. A continuing problem at the C-2 eompound is the unsatisfactory
energency water supply, After heavy rains; the well serving as the water
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source is contaminated with sewage, With rainy weather fast approa-
ching, an increase of water borne diseases such as hepatitis and

dysentary can be expected unless satisfactory means can be found for
chlorination o the water,

(8) LI Corps Tactical Zone (Company A)

() USASF Mecical Care, The CIDG Hospital continues to function
as a company-level medical facility for USASF personnel, Medical and
dental records are maintained at the Company. The hospital conducts
routine daily sick call for members of the C-team and all immunizations,
While all emsrgency cases from A and B teams are medevaced directly to
Evacuation or Surgical Hospitals, the CIDG Hospital screens all patients
requiring more sophisticated medical care not offered on site. This
includes X-rays, laboratory procedures, casting, and appraisal by the
Company Surgeon. All dental work is raferred to the L99th Dentel Det-
achwent in BIRN HOA,

(b) CIDG Medical Care. The hospital capacity has been increased from
79 to 93 beds, [During the reporting period; the hospital had a mass casual-
ty situation; receiving 75 wounded MSF in a period of three hours. The
gymnasium at Company A was turned into an additional ward tc handle the
casualties, This enabled the hospital staff io treat the wounded MSF with-
optimum efficiency, The renovation of the CIDG Hospital iz well under way,
ani is expected to be completed within the next month, Relocation of the
Convalescent Center to Company A is still in the planning stages.

(2) Preventive Medicine. There have been no epidemics of any signif-
icance in IXT CTZ during the reporting period, There were, however, a “ew
isolated casss of plague, Team members were immunized and the camps dusted,
with no further cases reported., The lack of preventive medicine personnel
continuad to be a major problem since the oniy PM specialist assigned to
Conpany A is currently on a reenlistment leave,

(9) IV Corps Tactical Zone (Company D),

(a) CIDG Medical Csre, The clearing station at CHI LANG was clesed
7 April, A total of 379 patients were treated there since S March,

Preventive Medicine, Several plague cases were reported near
MY PHUOG TXY (ACLIL) Cpt Faul D, Hoffmann, Company D Surgeon, visited
the camp and advised on precautionary measures, No cases were reported
&% the camp itself, Thers was a diarrhea outbreak among the dependents
at MY PHUOC TAY, Some 25 individuals, mostly children, were invelved
although one USASF had tc be evacuated, The company surgeon visited the
carp and found all water sources polluted. BRvidently the CIDG Medie, in
the absence of the USASF who was on operation,; was not chlorinating the
water, which has sinee hcen serreciaed,
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(D rations, All means of communications utilised by
the Sth Special Forces Group (Airborne) continued to operate at
an exceptionally high level of efficieney, No significant dif.
ficulties were encountered during the entire reporting period,

In striving for even more effective communications, careful
analysis of message precedence assignment on all teletype traffie

‘hRandled ty tre SF(B Comncenter revealed an inordinately high perc-

entage of Iisu.iate messages, Specific guidance to all lev "y of
this command brought about significant improvement., Detailed inst.-
ructions followed by critical message precedence analvsis to pin=-
point spaecific violators resulted in a decresase in the use ef Immed-
iate precedence from over S50 to 308, The resulting distribution
of messages throughout the Immediate, Priority, and Routine categ-
ories has insured efficient handling of all Cormmcenter traffie.

(2) Training. The LL hour communications refresher course continues
to provide excellent instruction to newly assigned signal personnel,
Radio operators are now reporting to their field assignments with ade-
quate proficieney in CW operations and the necessary familiarisation with
communications equipment being utilised within the Sth Speeial Forees Group.

(3) Xew Concepts/Bquipment. Good progress has been made in the devel-
opnent of the secure voice program throughout Vietnam, All detachments
in I Corps; 708 of those in II Corps, 76% in III Corps, and 65% in IV
Corps now have secure voice capabilities, This equipment has proven to
be ag extremely valuabls asset particularly in the "Hot" canps where speed
and security of *ra smiscion is essential, Efforts will continue to
obtain critically needed I-mode cables and adapter cards for the instal-
lation of additional high powered VRC-12/KY-8 seeure voice syatem,

(4) Miscellansous, A definite communications problem has been exper-
ienced in camps turned over to the YMSF due to their lack of iraining on
new equipment and limited familiarization with cammunications concepts
unique to Special Forces opsrations, Subordinate commands are inplement-
ing a vigorous training program ts insure that all VESF radio operators
are able to assume the responsibility for 2ll camp communicaticns support,
In addition to lack of qualified persommel, there is also a lack of qual-
ified YNSF electronics repairmen, The VASF could not zt the present time
provide electronic maintenance support in the event of troop reduction or
eamplete US withdrawal, It has been recommended that VNSF repairman bs given
m-the-job training at all echelons of repair, The ultimate goal of this
progran would be for the VNIF technicians to tale over no.. ad more of

the electronie repair respensibility until such a time as ti..~ could assuwm
all the maintenance support. 81
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(5) I Corps Tactical Zone (Company C).

(a) Qggrations. Secure teletype remains the primary means of
commuriications with higher, lower, and adjacent headquarters, One
tropascatter cir~unit (SFGBS and two landline cireuits (TJT MAF CO7 wnd
DA NANG South Minor Relay) &re currently in operation. The DA NANG
South circuit is programmed for deactivation prior to 1 June 1969,
and a new termiral will be activated as programmed into Defenss Comm-
unications (DCS) racilities, Massage handling times will greatly
improve through tha use of this new system, Radio set KWMcA (sinple
sideband) continues to provide an exceptionaily himn degree of reliabe
ility in support of signal operations, Propagation for short and inter-
meuxate transmission paths (HF) have been weil within acceptable stand-
ar:s, Kormal propagation difficulties have been experienced for the
re orting period, Operational efficiency, however, has nct besn adverse.r
a’"ected v resular or irrepular variatioms,

(b) Training. Company C continues to provide familiarisaticn train-
ing to newly assigned radio operators. It has been noted that replacements
in kOS NSBLS who have recently graduated from the Special Forees Training
Course :1e not as well trained as replacements received during the previous
reort:e period, An intensive familiarisation program has been iritiated
o- .- 14 toward providing maximum operationa. experiense to pe-sorrel in
tri. cazegory, An exchange training program has been initiated with o
T77 Marine Amrhibiocus Force Teletypewriter Course, Tnis program of instr-
uctlorn 18 specifically oriented to the repair and maintenance cf teletype-
writer AN/PGC-S8X (100WPM)., An sdditional benefit is derived from the
continuous exchange of repairmen from Company B (Signal) to attend the
coursge of instruction,

(¢) New Concepts/Equipment. Radio set KWM2A has beer. issued to the
Yisctnamese Specialigorcea Signal Augmentation Team, Vietnamese operational
et chments will conduct signal operations on a net :losely paralleling the
Unites States Specia) Forces Command Net, using radio set AN/PRC-7L,

Operation of this net is scheduled to commence on or about 15 May 1969,

The transition of a camp to YNSP control is easier when equipment used in
support. of signal operations has been integrated prior to the transfer,

Two nets have besn added to Special Forces signal operations within I CTZ,

A Direct Air Request Net provides expeditious hardiing of preplanned air-
str:ke rvquesta and operates independently from ths command net, This net
te.:inates cdirectly with the 83 Air Officer, Prep.anned mirsions are req-
uceter by a partieculsr detachment on a daily basis at specific times, This
nct may also be activated on a continuous hasis to support tactical operations
at the discretion of the detachment commendesr. Rxperisnce has shown that

thio methed 1s superior since valuable time is saved by direct coordination
between deta:rment covmander and *he Atr Farr2 Listson/S3 AOI, In addition
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a8 CW net operates on a continuous basis between the base svation
and the subordinate detachments. By can®ro. from a guard frequency
camps in I CTZ therefore have as many =3 thrse rets cn separate
frequencies which can pass operational traffic, The advanteges of
this concept are readily apparent in that three detachmerits may
transmit simultaneously to the base station at the discretion of the
operator on duty. Message processing and handling times have been
reduced considerably through the use of this toncept, AlLsp all det-
achmente currently possess a secure voice capabiliity,

(d) Problems, The oniy major difficulty is that the shortage of
XY-Mode cables and cards currently preclude corps wide distrabution of
secure voice equipment (KY-8),

(o) Miscellaneous, The rew commuricaions center facility was
canpleted In Yebruary 1969 on scheduls. Intrcductior. and nee of one
hundred word per minute teletypewriter equipmert. as weli as incor-
poration of the radio section within the cormmur.ications center. has
produced exceptional results in security. speed. and reilatiiity cf
service to the command, The Vietnamese communications sectior. has
relocated and is operationai within a joint (rnon-interrated, VNSF/

USASF signal section, Future Vietnamese rlans provadz for termination

of VNSF communicaticns center landline c¢ircuity witnin the sipgnal sectjon,
The results of cperating a joint signal 2¢.‘iar. nare teen very wartvhwhie,
Ar. sxeeptionaily Ligh degree of rappori betweer ure VNSF and USASF haas been
satablished, Fuiure projects include L.iegration of VNSF radio repairmen
into ar. en-the=jst training program in the campary signal maintenance
facility to irzrease famiiierization witn US signal equipment &nd supply
demand data procedures and systems,

(6) II Corps Tactical Zone (Company B)

(a) New Eauipment/Concepts. During this reporting period secure
voice comnunications equipment was inatalled. linking Company B command
detachments with subordinate detachments, Company B Headquarters now
has securs voice with cne B - detachment, B-ZL, and with one A-det-
achment PLEI DJERENG (A.°Sy1), Detachment B.cl has secure voice capability

with four subordinate A detachments, POILEI KLENG (A-24.), DAK PEK (A.242),
BEN HET (A-24L) and DAK SEANG (A.2L45), Detachment B-23 has sacure voice
with one subordinats detachment, DUC LAP (A-239), The installation of this
squipment enables the commander to coordinate more rapidly and securely
the activities of subordinate detauchments,

(b) Training Program, Al newly assigred radio operators are given
& poriod of OJT to Tramiliarize them with radio procedures and equipment
used in Company B, ‘
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(7) II1 Corps Tactical Zone (Company Aj.

(a) Operations, The SSB Radio AN/PRC-93 is a primary means of
communications for passing administrative traffic betweem - and B
Detachments, At present the importa..ce of utilising the SSB for
passing extended administrative trarfic between A and B detachments
is being stressed., This will clear the air on FM and preclude admin-
istrative traffic from interfering with operational traffic, FM comn-
unications continue to be very reliable in III C_.ps, This reliability
is enhanced through the use of NUI BA DEN as a radio relay site, Freq-
uency jamming is a major problem in areaz with large troop coneentrat-
ions. This problem “as been discussed with II FFV and they are looking
into the possibil.ties of issuing more discrste frequercies in these
areas, Presently there are YHF circuits to threse B detachments and RTT
to the other (B-36) as the primary teletype system, RTT is a backup for
these, Recently the VHF circuits have proven unreilable. sc RTT has been
utilized, The problem has been traced to wiring in and around the pateh
panel at Central in BIEN HOA, The same problem has occurred in trope
communications with NHA TRANG, At present Company D is irn the process
of trying to work cut a backup circuit to NHA TRANC via VHF,

(v) Training. Croass training programe continue at C and B Detach-

ment levels in order to insure maximum utilizatior. ¢ communication
personnel,

(¢) New Concepts/Equipment, Secure voice systems continue to improve
communications in the IT§ CEZ. The reliability o the squipment has been
excellent and maintenance problems few,

(8) IV Corps Tactical Zone (Company D)

(a) Training, A training pregram was initiated during February on
the KWM-2A, It was aim 1 at new American operators and the LLDB radio
operators. The instruction was conducted ir. the maintenance shop and
included installation, proper loading procedurss; operation, and preven-
tive maintenance, Throughout this quarter the radio NCOIC conducted on
the job training with all incoming operators, When new ocperators are
assigned, their ability is evaluated based on their experience and on
personal observation by the NCOIC, The operators are kept at the C-
Team wheras they are trained and obesrved by their respective NCO's

until their skill level mests the necessary standards at which time

they are sent to subordinate detachments,

(t) Mew Concogte, During February and Mareh Tech Reps from the

signal maintenance facility went to many of the A - Camps. Much equip-
ment was repaired on site, "
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r. Comptroller,

(1) CIDG Fund Regulation. Due to the many improvements made
in the financial naﬁﬁstution of CIDG funds, 5th SFGA Reg 37-i

dated July 1968 was determined to be outdated, Since this reg-
ulation is the sole source of Sth SPGA current policy and procedures
concerning the financial administration of CIDG funds. a rewrite

and update was undertaken, The revised edition of 5th SFGA Reg

37=1 was distributed to the £ie1d on 25 Mar:zh 1969, Shortly there-
after a copy was provided to the VNSF for trans.ation. Upon compie-
tien of this translation, sufficient copies wiil be produced to
insure that VNSF commanders at all levels have a copy. In this way

it is felt that VNSF counterparts will acquire a greater appreciatior
of the complexities and controis associated witn CIDG financial admin-
istration; and thus be abls to understand the USASF Agent,Fund Officers’
duties and responsibilities, This should result ir. a more harmonious
working relationship between VNSF and USASF personnel. The revised
edition of Sth SFGA Reg 37-. was reviewed by the MACV IG in conjunction
with the development of a MACV/JGS directive designed to curb irregul-
aritigs associated with the payment of CIDG Forces,

(2) CIDG Subsistence Rates. On 1 February 1569 a proposai was
subnitted To the C& VROF HC recawmending that the VNSF assigned to
USASF detachments throughout Vietnam be subsisted on a reimbursable
basis with food purchased from CIDG funds, The purpose of this propcsal
was threefold, First, it sought recoupment for the food which is
intended only for the CIDG but is sometimes diverted Lo the WNSF,
Secondly, it would provide adequate subsistence to the VNSF asgigned
to camps located in the remote arsas of Vietnan,

Previously. USASF Detachments commanders had reported receiving
conplaints from their counterparts about a lack of food, Thirdly,
it was anticipated that the VNSF, who in some cases nepotiate directly
with food contractors for subsistance contracts, would maximiaze their
efforts to acquire the highest quality of food availabie, On 20 Feb-
TuAry; a reply to the recommendation was received from the CG VNSF HC,
The VASF HC concurred with the implementation of this proposal in I
-and IT CTZ°s, Those VNSF assigned there have the option of subsisting
from food provided for the CIDG with a reimbursement rate of L3$VN per
day or acquiring subsistence for themselves on a personal basis, In
III and IV CTZs the YNSF provide their own food, This systen became
offective on 1 March and to date no problens have been encountered,

(3) PIR Rations, In conjunction with the above mentioned proced-
ures, the U¥ VNSF HC was advized of the fact that reports had been re-
ceived at HQ Sth SFGA that VNSF in the field were consuming patrol rat-
ions provided for the CIDG, Investigation into RVNAF regulations revealed
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the fact *that Vietnumesw patroL rations were availabie to the
VNSF upoun request, The CG VNSF HC stated tnat instructions
had been 1ssued by his command to the VNSF personnel stating
they are not authorized to zonsume the crerational rations
crovided for the C1DG,
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2, (C) Section 2, lLessons learned: Commander's Observations, Bvalu-
ations, and Recommendations.

a, Personnel.

(1) Need for Reacsignment Tnstructions for Medicaily Fvacuated
' Personnel,

(r) OBSERVATION. This headquarters is receivinp requeets for
Military Personnel Records and peresonal e”facts belonging to individuals
who have been medically evacuated from this command, Tt 48 felt that
this situation is caused by non-receipt of reassignment instructions
from HG; USARV,

(b) EVALUATION, Since the new medical evacuees reassignment
system was established on 15 February 196%9. this headcuarters has
experienced difficulties with the receipt of reassipnment messages
for medical evacuees due to non-receipt of electrical transmission
or other axministrative problems. This in itself has cauced delay
in the forwarding of records and personal property of medical evacu-
oes to the proper medical faciliiy. The situation is further comp-
ounded by the hardehip caused to the individuwal when he does not
receive his monthly pay and allowances.

{c) RECOMMENDATTON, Casualty Section, HQ USARV should review
the internal procedures concerning the transmission of reassigmment
instructions of medically evacuated personnel with a view towards
establishing a requlrement that subordinate units receiving reassign-
ment instructions from MRARY be required to acknowledge receipt tele-
phonically NLT forty-eight hours after recaipt., This system would
i{nsure a suspense check from USAT™V to subordinate units in case of
non-receipt of reassigmment instructions.

(2) Reassigrment and Promotion of Officers.

(a) OBSTRVATION. CONUS commanders sre not comnlying with tne
provisions of paragraph 29b, AR 624-100 which state 4in part that
trecoammerdations for or against promotion may be prepared by im-
mediate commanders up to four months before the sligibility dste for
those officers who are being reassigned when reassigmment will result
in a change of promotion authority. Recommendations will be forwarded
by the losing promotion authority to the gaining commander by Air Mail
and a copy filed in the officer’s .Jilltary Persommel Records Jacket,
US Armmy (DA Form 201).," Additionally, losing commanders are not ad=
hering to the provisions of paragraph 2%, AR 62L4~100 which requires thr
the "1osing pramotion authority will promote qualified. recommended
officers who have been reassigned when eligibility occvrs prior to
the EL"TA." On several occasions this heaguarters has been unahle
to promote officers on thelr elipibd 18*1-." Aate upon arrival in thie

CONF IDENTI:L

i s el b i .




CONF IDENT 1AL

AVOBC 15 May 1969
SUBJNCT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces froup (Abn) for
the Period Ending 30 April 1969. RCS CSFOR-65 (RY)

comnand due to non-receipt of DA Form 78 from the losing promotion
authority. Requests for DA Form 78 must be submitted to this head-
querters by the losing commander before any action can be taken to
promote an of ficer, Upon receipt of DA Form 78, orders arc ths..
published by this headauarters.

(b) EVALUATTON, This situation creates a severe financial
hardship to the nfficer being promoted. In many cares an officer
loses between three weeks to one and a half mon pay duve to the
time lost prior tc receipt of DA Form 78 st this headouarters,

{c) RECOMMEI™ATTON, HQ, USARV should contact Department of
the Armmy to enlighten CONUS crmmands of the exlsting ani recurring

problem concerning non-compliance with paragraph 2% and ¢, AR 62,-
100,
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b, Operations,
(1) Search Procedires, (A=)121)

{a) ONSSRVATTION. On recent RLACYN''K oparation” this
detachment has discovered many sampanz both nev and nred in emod
condition, resting at the bottom of water-filled bomb cratars in the
vicinity of base and nafe areas as well as near vav stations alonz
vater routes now arid because of the dry searon,

(b) EVALUATION. Bomb craters seem to be the favorite lcration
for hiding these sampans which are used during the wei season to trann-
port surpliss. This is possibly dus to the fact that the bemb cratars
are filled with undisturbed water that scums over ani prevents the
sampans from baing sean from the air. This could he a countrywide
practice as the wood in tha sampens will shrink and the cauvlkine fall
out 4f the sampans are not kept moist,

(o) RECYLENDATION. Bomb craters located in or near trnelines
snd waterways should be investirated periodirally.

(2) Utilization of CRP's (A=l421)

(a) ORSERVATION, When thia dstachment conducts company size
operations that normally last three to five days, it has bsan notced
that upon iniiisting contact with the enemy the company 48 tired, unahle
to develop the situation, Aifficult teo control,and incapable of pursuit.

(b) TUALMTTOU, Some means must be dovised to Preserve the inherent
strength and firepower of a company 8ige unit so that ther when they are
required to in~luence the situation they have the necessarv capability,

(c) RICOMTINDATION. This detachment has experimented with the
employment of a company and & CRP jointly. The company sets up a safn
area near the AC and stands by for quick reaction. The CRP conduct vatrols
with the missions of relaying fresh intellizence to ths company, fixinz
the enemy, or estatlishing contact. The company i: then =smployad to react
to the intelligence, initiate nontact, or develop the situation fuvorably.
The results of this procedure have been quite effective.

(3) Resupply and Msdevacs aftor Contacts,

(&) ODSITATION, After & contact during which friendly canvalties
aye uffored and significant amounts of artunition are expenderd, the
CSF are reluctant to maintain contact or sweep the battle ares until the
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wounded have baen evacuated and they have beun resupplied.

(b) FEUVALVATION, Failure to maintein contact reducas the opportunity
both to inflict additional casualties on the enemy and to make an accurate
assessment of ensmy losses,

(c) RECOMMTMDATTON. A small force, platosn or squad sise,
should be left at the contact area, with 1 USASF and 1 radio to super-
vise the preraration and execution of the VMFDETACR ae well as to infure
euvpplien are brought in., The remaining forces can pursua the contact.

8]

(4) Rest Over MNight Positions (RON), 1‘_
p

(a) OBSERVATYONS. “hen preparing to rest over nirht, the CIDG tend
to stop early and group closely together,

(p) EVALIATION, This makes it much easisr for the enemy to inflict
many casualti-c at once, Establishing a RON position early gives the enemy
the advantage of surveillance and planning,

{¢) R"COMMEMDATION. Operations should move until there 18 just
enough light rema’ning to set up a good defense and disperge as much as

poseible. Advance elemants can be sent into the planned RON location
early to check for booby traps and provids security.

9
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(5) Failure of CIDQ Troops to Assist in Evacuation of Their owm
Casualties, (Co &)

(&) OBSERVATIONS. CIDG soldiers do not know how to assist in
the madical evacuation of thelr own KIA and WIA vhile on operations,

{(b) ESVALUATTON. Thir delays the operation as vell as endangering
the lives of those who need medical assistarce quickly. lack of training
and team motivation i8 very evident in this respect,

{¢) RECOMMEIMATTON, Prior to corbat operations a short period of
training should be conducted on 1life saving stape ani the importance of
madical evacuation techniques,

(6) Development of Water Resupply Sysiem. (Co A)

(a) ORSERVATION. During the dry season in certain operational
areas euch as Yar Zone "D", water shortage becomes critical to a point
where 1t severely underminss the morale and firshting spirit o” the CIDG
soldiers,

(b) EVALUATTON. An extensive and conclusive study should he made
at the Sl level to obtain sufficient and adecuvate water containers which
would alleviate unneceseary water wacte during resupply.

{(e) RECOMMENDATION. Dimcardable plastic £1MM cannisters or umetal
105 and 8" howitzer cannisters can be filled with water at the canp or MSS,
and heli-lifted or airdropped into the operational location,

(7) Troop Morale and The Need for Fresh Food. (Ce A)

(a) OBSEPVATION. In February 1969, after consuming PTR's for
nearly L0 days,approximately 250 members of the Mobile Strike Force
deserted during a resupply mission while on Opsration Centurian 7,

(b) EVALUATTON. Subsequent debriefings revealsd that one sig-
nificant contributing factor was the contimuoms consumption of PIR's,
Company A then initiated a policy of 1ssuing fresh food every fifth
day %o maneuver battalions during field operations, This greatly im-
rroved CIDGQ morale.

(¢) RECOMMEFDATTON.  None,
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(8) Prograrmed Deployment of the 3rd MOTC, (Co A)

(&) O°SETVATTION, Prior to Mobille “trike Torce "peration
Centurian VT, CTDG personnel were unarare of the duration of field
operations an' had no fixed standdovn periloed,

(6) TVALI'A"ION. This was considered ons of the major contributing
factors alo g vith the lack of rresh food that resulted ‘n the desertion
of 250 ST merbere during Operation Centurian ¥, Company A developed ard
rained IT ¥¥V's approval to plan MST operations on a defini.a schedule,
Sach battalion operates 20 days in the {ield and has a ten day stand3iovn
time. This zchadule is knovn to every IST member and, conrpled w1ith the
fresh ool supply, has proven extremely e"“eative in maintaining hirh
morale among the troops.

(¢) TSCOMENDATION. Provision must be made in planning operations
for aueovaie standdown time,

(9) ri-nt Time Preplanned Airstrilec. (Co A)

(a) O°S~™"A™TeM,  During the hours of Qarkmess the enemy can travel
with relative ease, The maltority ¢f the Torvard Air Controllers fly only
during the dayiirsht hours leavirg the enemy Free access at night to the
trail and road networks for novement of supplier and troops,

(b) TVALUATION. The use of night-time preplsnned airstrikes on
specified tarcets would disrupt the enemr's ease of movement, Thece
should have nc *ime pattern so that the enemy would have to be on ovand
constantly.

(c) RSCOTTTATION. A trial of such airstrikes should be institutec
"or a period o 30 dars, utilizing nipght-time FAC*s and avallable air
assete., At the end of the trial perlod, agent reports could be screenrd
in conjunction with BDA's to ascertain i’ movement has decreased,

(10) MNo*irication of Preplanned Al ~irimes to Subordinate Cetachments
and Torvard Alr Controllers. Co X)

(a) OPSZIRVATION., On many occasions, tactical f4ichters have teen
on station fer recrested preplanned airstrikes, wut the Porward Air
Coniroller was rot available, The fighters were the: diverted to other
tar-ets or tc a jJettiscn aree to drop their ordnance, causing a waste
of - ~mey and mat-rial, Upon inveetigating the wituation, 1t was une
covera. tha’ the FAC did not receive confirmation of the requested
alrstrikes Trom the Smcial Forces "BY Detachments in sufficient time
to recyord.
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(b) EVALUATION. The use of the radio to nass the required
information to the subordinste detachments would enable the FAC to
scheduls his comm’tments the night prior to flying, This will
insvre that the FAC 1s on station as required,

(c) RECDENDATION. The Singis Side Band radio should be used
from the C detachment to the subordinate B detachments to nass the
aircreft callsigu. u.u Time-Over-Target immediately upon confirmation,
This should be followed by an unclassified message over the RIT system
as a back up, The B detachment would, upon receipt of the SGB message,
call the FAC by telephons and nase the information pertaining to the
next day's flights, If this procedurs is followed, all personnel
concerned will be informed in sufficient time,

(11) Coawmand Coordination Between FWM® and CIDG Units, (Co C)

(a) CBSERVATION. Recent events a‘ = CIDG cemp under sisge
identified certain problem areas that resulted from a lack of initial
cammand coordination betwoen FWMF and CIDQ units, Artillery and
tactical air clearance were extremely difficult to obtain because there
was no joint/cambined tactical operucions center, No arrangsments had
been made to vrovide adjacent units with information on plammed cperate
ions, Because thers wers elements from different commands operating

within a confined area, timaly combat support could not be rendered to
units in centact,

(b) EVALUATION. Whenever FWIAF are deployed in a CIDG camp's
TACGR, it ir essential that close cocrdination te effected prior to
conducting any operations,

(c) HECOMMENDATION. Whenever FWMAF conduct operations within a
CIDG camp's TACR, a joint TOC should be established, Since most oamps
already have a hardensd bunker this could be utilized, An intepral part
of the TOC would be an FSCC with the authority to clear all artillery fires
and tactical air support within ths TAGR, All units involved would have
representation (1HO) in the TOC, A central command or OPCON sauthority
should be designated to control cperations and direct maneuver slewenmts.
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(12) Use of CBU 12 and 22 Bamblets as an Incendiary, (CoD)

{a) CBSERVATION. During March 1969 Detachment B-L3 received an
opsrations order from ths Lhth STZ with the misaion to search zelec-
ted areas of the "Tram Forest" for enemy cache sites and defoliate the
entire area by turning, The terrain in the "Tram Forest" is typical of
the Delta Region, There is little or no farming done in the region
because of the acidity of the soil. The area is uninhabited except
by the snemy who use it as a sanctuary for infiltration, rast zones,
and staging areas, Much of it consists of grassy plains intermingled
with dense woods, Durine the rainy season the mailority of the "Tram"
is underwater while at the height afthe dry season it car support armor
operations, By firat searcning selected areas and then defoliating
them with fire, the enemy would bhe denied use of thei: sanctuary for
a period up to a year, Searching presented no problem, However, de-
foliation did since only & minimum of assets were available.

(b) EVALUATION. Logical and sound choices in such a situation
are few, The initial plan was to use a CH L7, rigped with the necessary
apparatus for dropping drums of CS, to distribute S5 gallon drums
£11led witbh napalm over the area, This was not feasible hacauss of
the time and equipment that such a plan required, Conventional napalm
dropped by high aspsed aircraft was considered, But since it would only
cover a small area, this idea was dropped, After much thought and
consultationa with the Air Force CBU 12 and 22 incendiary bomblets
were selected,

(c) RECOMMENDATION. The use of CBU 12 and 22 bomblets was
effoctive in starting large grass fires in the areas of operations,
The bomblets can be dropped from heights of 150 feet or lower and
cover four times the area of a conventional napalm drop. (Also the
bomblets if released from heights of 350 fest can provide an of-
fective curtain of smoke., CBU 12 und 22 bomblets, however, are not
effective in hilly or mountainous areas since they must bs dropped
at fairly low altitudes.)

(13) BEnemy use of Abandoned Positions, (Co B)

(a) OBSERVATION, During two separate Mcbile Strike Force
coperations in this reporting psriod, enemy forces were encountered
using sbandoned US fire support bases as defensive positions,

(b) EVALUATION. The total abandorment of intact fire support

bases coupled with the discarding of relatively larpge amounts of usable
military meterial by US units has proven extremely costly to friendly
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units conducting offensive operations in the area at a later date,
The dnemy has made maximum use of foxholes, bunkers with ovsrhaad
cover, dsfensive wire, and US ammunition and equipment which was
left behind by the departing units, KExamples of US equipment found
after driving the enemy fram such positions include cases of hand
grenades (fragmentation, white phosphorous and smokes), large quant-
ities of S,56MM ball smunitionand M-79 ammunition, HE and WP 105MM
rounds and extra fuzes, steel helmets and protective masks, It is of
the utmost importance that units leaving fire support bases be im-
pressed with the disastrous results of leaving usable positions and/
or material which is of value to the enemy,

(o) RECOMMENDATIOR. Conventional wnits which prepars defense
positions suitable for sxtended utilamuvion and ars subsequently re-
deployed elsewhere, should be dirscfed to destroy abandonad positions
to the greatest possible extant, In the event a fire support base
is programmed for future use and it 418 not feasibie to secure it,re-
construction of the position is considered more desirable than iuaving
to drive a firmly entrenched enemy out of it, (This recommendation
has been relaysd to the Commanding General, Lth Infantry Division).

(1) Effect of IFFV Aviation Policy on Air Movements, (Co B)

(a) CBSERVATION, The current IFFV policy that only a fixed wing
aircraft may be used to transport passengers or cargo batween two loc-
ations if both locations have a fixed wing air strip has resulted in
undue delays and inefficiency in air movements.

(b) EVALUATTIN. Due to rotary wing assets being more limited
than fixed wing assets 4im II CTZ, 4t has reeently been , 5
directad that moves originating and terminating at locations that
have fixed wing airfields must bs accomplished by a fixed wing air-
craft, This has resulted in insfficient air movements on severel
occasions, In a move of one CSF company frem Camp BEN HET (A-Zh)) to
Camp MANG BUX (A-246), there was a ome week delay due to insufficient
coilings for fixea wing flight intoc MANG BUX, If helicopters had been
available for the move, contour flying along the DAX WGHE River Valley
could have accomplished the wove as scheduled, thus avoiding the wm-
necessary loss of approximately 972 mam-days, In & move of two Mobile
Strile» Yorce companies from Camp DAK FEK (A-2)2) to KONTUM, G7A air-
craft had to be used rather than the requested CHL? helicopters, Due
to the short runway at Camp DAX PEK, the C7A could take off with a
naxiwmum of only 18 passengers, as oppcsed to the LO passenger cap-
ability of the CHL7, The move took three days to camplete, rather
than one day which would have bsem sufficient for the same move by
Chinook, This inefficiency resulted in the loss of approximately

266 man-days, y
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(o) RECOMMENDATION, RKuch alr movement reqiest should be
considered on its own merits rather than under blanket policy which
can result in obviously inefficient use of air assets,

(15) Delayed Munitiors by Order US Forces. (B-32)

(@) OBSERVATION. During the raporting psriocd an are- kmown
a3 "A0 Keep Out" was established in the TA(R of one of this detach-
ment's subordinate "A" camp: A request came to this detachment for
clearance to employ delayed munitions drop in the area specified,
After discussion with the VNSF camp commander and the senior USASF
advisor, clearance was denied, A message was then received stating
that this munitions drop was a direeted actl 1 ~that it would take
place, and that the subordinate A-Canp shoulc be advised accordingly. -

(b) EVALUATION. This strike, by its delayed action naturs, has
denied the camp access to its most lucrative operational area, Con-
sequently its effectiveness as well as the morale and discipline of its
CID@ soldiers has declined considerably.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. Steps should be taken at whatever level
necessary 3o that the advice of those on the ground is heeded in
such areas as will adversely affect their present or future oper-
ations.

(1€) Counter Mortar Patrolling. (B-32)

(a) OBSERVATION. Tt has been noted that the use of three
platoon sized (30 men) elements, operating under one command, have
more success in countering enemy mortaring than one company sized
element,

(b) EVALUATION, During the reporting period the thres elsment
aystem of counter mortar patrolling was used exclusively at Camp KATUM
(A-322). The three elements were committed separately but under one
central command, When mortar fire was detected, the command element
maneuvered the other two slements in such a manner as to close off
escape routes and to allow ths best chance of making contact with th-
enemy, It was noticed that when these tactics were used mortar an.
rocket attacks lessened, When they were not used; mortar and rockei
attacks increased.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. The multi-element or saturation method of
counter mortar patrolling should be used by camps subiected to heavy
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mortar attacks to allsviate the situation,

(17) Marking of Targets for CIDG, (B-32)

(a) OBSPRVATION. During contact it is often difficult te
control *he fire «f the QIDC soldiers, particularly the M-79 gren-
adiers and automatic weapons

(b) EVALUATION, During recent opsrations from Camp TRA CU
(A-326) USASF advisors carried magazines loaded with ball and tracer
ammunition in order to point out targets, This has resulted ‘n batter
coordinated, more accurate,and more effective fires,

(c) RECOMMENDATION. Special Forces Advisors 4n the field should
carry magazines loaded with ball and tracer ammunition, When the enemy
is engaged, they should utilize this to desimate tarpets, This tracer
ammunition can also be used to point out tarrets to FACs and SPOOKY
pilots.

(18) Enemy Counter Ambush Tactics,

(a) OBSERVATION. A Combat Recon Platoon from Camp CHI LTNH
(A=333) ambushed three VC, two riding bicvcles and one walking, along
the Serges Jungle Highway, It was assumed that the three VC were
killed by the initial volume of fire., Part of the amhush force, inc-
luding one USASF advisor, immediately went to the bodies to begin a
search, The USASF was fatally wounded by one of the so called "dead"
VC. At the same time an NVA company that had been using the thres VC
as & puint elemc...; couateramtushed “he CRP causing two more friendly
casualties, A similar maneuver was 1ecently attempted against an op-
eration from Camp MINH THANH (A-322),

{(b) EVALUATION. None

(¢} RECOMMENDATION. After an ambush has been executed, insure
that the search party and ambush force remain alert and prepared for
an enemy counterambush. Do not casually move in to search ‘allen enemy
soldiers, but set out security elements to provide protection. Aleo
be aware of the "dead™ VC who may only be pretending,

(19) YC Use of 01l Fires as Camouflage, (A-}433)

(a) OBSERVATION, On a number of occasions after the CIDG had

made contact with the enemy, the VC have set oil fires which caused heavy
smoke,
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(b) EVALUATTON. Thas camouflages enemy movement besides
rampering friendly use of gunships and TAC air,

(c) RECOMMEND:"TON, Since the VC urually withdraw under
the cover ol ‘he smoke, contact can be reegtablished by positioning
friendly ass=ts along likely withdrawal routes,

(20) Use of the 105 "Super Quick"fuse in marshy areas., (A-U33)

(a) CBSERVATION. A large number of 109MM duds were discovered
i1 a marshy area af*er a tire support mission,

(b} EVALUATION. The artillery had been employing the point
detonating fuse, When a change was made to the "Super Quick" fuzs
duds were ailmost non-existsnt in these areas,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. "Super Quick" fuzes should be used on
rarshy ground,

(21) Need for Parallel Messapes through VNSF »nd USASF Channels.

(a; OBS®RVATION, VNSF fail to respond to troop requirementa for

BLACKHAVWK operations; school quotas, etc,, when the message originates
only in US channels,

(b) EVALUATION. It stili takes a considerable length of time
betore parailsl messages come down through VNSF channels, Not only
does this cause time to bs wasted, but it also results in hard feelings
between countsrparts even before the operation gets underway,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. USASF Headquarters all the way down the line
where essages must be retransmitted should put pressureon their counter-

parts to insure that parallel messages are sent out in an axpeditiocus
manrner ., :

(22) Use of Aerial Patrol Routes.Along Border

(a) OBSXRVATION. Border operations utilizing air assets in areas
where the border is not outlined by terrain features call fcr contin-
nous pilot orientation flights to aveid intarnmational incidents. This
is particularly true when such operations take place at night.

(b) EVALUATION. 1Instead of designating an area for search in night

operations, aerial patrol routes based on recognizable checkpoints
should be used, These routes should be carefully planned and reconnoitered
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at last light, to include preparation of asimuths and flight times
between checkpoints as a double check on visual navigation,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. None,

(23) Recognition of Achievement for Indigenous Personnel. i

(a) OBSERVATICN, Thers is no formal recognition for indigenous
persomnel receiving prolonged training at the A Team leval or higher,

(v) EVALUATION. Company D has a certificate with several blank
lines that can be filled in for whatever type training the individual
has undergone, Besides being # morale builder; this also helps identify
those CIDG who terminate gervice at one camp and enter service later
at gnother. They can present this certificate as evidence of the train.
ing they have already received, This will assist the nersonnel at the-
new camp in deciding how to best utilize them.

’ (¢) FECOMMENDATION. Bach A tesm as well as TO CHAU and DONG BA THIN
should be issued blank certificates to be uatilized for the purpose
discussed above,
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ce Training.

(1) Tnoxpe-lenced Nadio Operaterc,

(a} O3 70N, Many radio operators are reachine the finld
vt ity v v oomractical exmerlence, Minie perconmel often hinler
the e 'forts o” *h detachmant. Amonp dAiscrnmancies noted are failure
to pass or recrive trafic, lamare to commnication eauipment, and
conminications sonrity violationa, Ther» have been cases in vhich a
1i32 ot eun'pmiist has Loon returnel to maintenance vher all it nes-le?
war a “urae,

(b) EVALUATTOM, Since thare are cnly a limited nurber of *ully
quall¥ad oporat re avallahble, tha inevperianced per-omnal must be
ut tlizel ‘n on..ational nete,

(¢) RE"OMTIMATTON, Sincs a lack of experisnce is the major
problan, t'aze porsonnel usually can become “airiy oualified within
a rorts at-r arr‘ving for duty., It iz recommended that newly ar-
riving peruonnel be piven an opportunity to funetion 1in a commun caticns
cartar ur a variot 67 fouor varks before assiecnment tc the “1ald,
Thua the - woul " “n able to acauire a worldng lmovlednms of thelr dutiea
under . ~antre) of an experlenced supeivisor. Also, Af rroverly
pro-ra.w, these porsonnel could he given insiruetion in swch areas
a6 rodio ruiatonancu, SSI/SOI, CW, gencrators anl ganarator maintenance,
ani elactrical viring.

(2) Training o CIDG Personnel,

(a) 0peZyrg*TOMN, Most CIDG commands are experiencing difficulties
in malntaining an adequate level of proficisncy among thelr personnel.
Tn sorm~ instannea, trained personne) witnin CIDT companies are nonex‘=ient.,

{(b) SVALIATTOMN, The facilities at the CIDG trainirg centers are
not 2apable o7 hamdling an influx of trainess sufficient to satisfy
thn needn o all NTDO commands, Allocations to theme centers cannot
be incraased,

(¢)e PREPDITITMDATTON, Tach commund should ba authoriged a well
tru'n d calre vho conld procers nevly acquired psrsonnel. There cadre
would {nntruct trainess on the dasle skilla, This would allow a unit
to ho at leart jurtlally operat! »nal until more formal tialning could
ba conducted at a later period,. Also upon the completion o each 99
oparational days th» commanie thould be authorized to conduct a stand down
of 5 ¢o 7 davs retraining in needed areas,
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(3) Utilisation of Subordinate leadsrs,

(a) OBSERVATION, Often the CSF do not properly utilige squad
and platoom leaders in training or on operations, Company Commanders

tend to comtrol the company without deligating authority to their sub-
ordinates,

(b) EVALUATION. A chain of command iz essential not only for
insuring that orders are obeyed but also to develop the lsadership
abilities in subordinates so that they can assume greater responsibil-
ities when necessary,

(c) RECOMMENDATION. USASF Advisors must convince VNSF and CSF
of the importance of developing leaders at squad and platoon levels.
CST commanders have to be shown that delegation of authority doss not
lower their position. USASF Advisors must work with platoon and squad -
leadsrs during training to develop their initistive and confidance,

101

" CONFIDENTIAL




COFLENTIAL i

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces froup (Abn) for
the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RT)

d. thellicence.
(1) Perconnel Cross Training (Co A)

{a) O7suryATTON . Ogcasional personnel shortares in the Co A
0B Section due to leaves, RER, guard and CQ duties caused diffic-
ulties in the day-to~day production of the Intelligence Summaries,
Since the OB personnel speclalize in given areas, no adequate back
up perronncl were avalilable.

(t) ETALUATTOY, Extensive cross-training was effected by a
gradual change-over of areas of responsibility for each area analyst.
The cross-training, rather than slowing the analysis effort, acturlly
had a booster effect, Personnel who had spent several months engrocrsed
in a given area were confronted with a rew situation, a learning sit-
uation. They found their backgroundsin specialised areas of the Corpe
could hre renerallv applied. Nev ideas and patterns became apparent,
The t~tal e’fect was one of increased commnications and coordination
within the OF Section and widening of the scope and depth of knowledge
of eacrh area aralvest,

(¢} R7ZOMMITMATION. Cross training should be conducted as much
as pussible,

(2) Commander's Daily Intelligence Briefing/Intellipence Wrap-Up.

(a) ORS"RUATTON. The Commander's Daily Intelligence Briefing is
transmitted by messapes to companies and separate detachments of the Group
as well as to fite MACU addressess. This daily intelligence "wrap-up" also
zives all elements of the Group the benefit of analyses made by the
Commarder's Orcer of Battle and Analysis Section.

(b) EYALUATION., The daily intelligence wrap-up has made it
poseible to forward a continuous flow of timely, accurate information
presented in a highly readable form., A& a resvlt of not sending daily
INTS(?S to adjacent Corps, the total number of messages handled by the
Special Forces Operational Fase Communications Center dropped almost
7 percent. This is significant in that it means an overall decrease
of between 170 and 200 messages monthly. Since this traffic was all
operational immnrdiate the new procedure has especially improved the
handling of immedfate messages. In conclusion, intelligence information
is being disseminated at a faster rate than before and immediate messares
of a tactical, ursert nature are being hantled more efficiently.
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: _ (e) RECOMMENDATION, This daily intelligence dociument s-auld
; gontinue 0 he disseminated to the line companies and the MACV
1 addressees.

(3) ihe Sth Special Forces Group Recognition Manual,

(a) OBSFRVATION. The Sth Special Forces Group Recomniticn lManual,
published at the direction of the Commander, Sth S¥™GA, was distributed
| ' to approximately 4,500 personnel within Special Forces Vietnam. .

f *  (b) EVALUATION. The recognition manual ecuips all operational
; detachments with a ready reference for identification of Communist i
L Bloc aircraft, armor, and anti-aircraft weapons. It is bi-lingual i
r to facilitate counterpart use. On numerous occasions, as a direct

result of thir manual, ithas been pessible to submit hichly accurate

spot reports in a timely nmeiuecr vo adjacent and higher headquarters.

(e) RECUMMENDATTON. This manual should be periodically uplated
since the enemy continvally makes Improvements in arms and equipment,

(4) Volunteer Informant Program. (Co ®)

() OBSERVATTON. The Volunteer Informant Program (VIP) has not
E produced the desired results that were anticipated throushout Company
B during the reporting period.

(b) EVALUATION. The program has been relatively inaffective
because of technical difficulties in disseminating the VIP infor-
{ mation to the populace, the numerons dialects of the predominantiy
; Montagnard population throughout the TAOR's, poor preparation of
| leaflets and propaganda, and the almost total Yack of literacy among
the indigenous.

the motivational factors and culture of the Montagnards if effective
implementation of the Volunteer Informant Program is to be achieved,
: Also, more face to face contact by MEDCAP units, POIWAR teams, and :
1 i PSYOPS persomnel with the Mortagnard population could be used to spread
| information about the prograx.

[ , (5) Use of Polygraph Teams. (2-343) |
i (a) OBSERVATION, Several civilian employees and CSF soldiers b
| i
s

] : :
| () RECOMMENDATION. Greater cave should be exercised in studying :
| _

at Camp DUC PHONG (A-3L3) have relatives who are Viet Cong.

, (b) EVALUATION. If a Polygraph team were made available to the
: wvarious A-detachments upon request, such people covld be questioned
' at their location. A tremendous amount of usable information could
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be obtained,

(¢) REIOMMENDATION. The MC" team should be sugmented with a mobile
polypraph team capah.e of moving to any location for the ourpose of interroz-
ating personnel,

(6) Polygraph Operators.

(a) OBSER/ATION, At itne present time, there are four polygraph
operators assignad to the Group., Within two months; two cf these indiv.
1duals are scheduled to DERS, Two examiners cannot be ~xpected to nrovice
polyyraph support for screening civilian indigenous employees, intarpreters,
and CIDG persornel as well as furnishing direct sunport to CIDG combat oper-
ations throughoui the Republic of Vietnam,

(b) EVALUATION. Por the past year; the pulvgraph program has proved
to be extremely valuable not only in examining civilian employees but also in
directly supporting cambat operations. It provides the most timely method of
verifying information from prisoners of war, ralliers; and detainees, Since
October 1968, 1,2C1 VC, VCI and NVA have been identified through such examin-
ations,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, Since polygraph facilities have been establisred
in all C-detachments, the strength of the polygraph branch should be maintained
at five examiners, One examiner should be assigned to each C-detachment and one
at Headquarters, Sth SPCA, This will provide country-wide polygraph surport.

(7) Biiateral ¥et Operations.

(a) OBSERVATION, The control of bilateral net operations has presented
problems in the past. Quite often the VNSF Case Officer would take the attitude
that the operation was under his sole control and that the USASF Case Officer
was to provide only logistical and financial support., As a result, the VNSF
Case Officer would procesd to manage the opsration without the advice or guid-
ance of the USASF Case Officer,

(b) EBVALUATION,. Bilateral operations are begun with the ultimate purpose
of advising and training VNSF intelligence personnel so that ther can operate
the net successfully on their own, If, however, the VMSF Case Officer assumes
sole control prematurely, the result is usually a breakdown in opsrational security.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, The USASF Case Officer should regulste both financial
and logistical support in order to stimulate joint eontrol of the cpsrations,
USASF Case Officers should know who the principal agents and action agents are :
and their capablilities and limitations,
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(8) Exploitation of Hoi Chanhs,

(@) OBSERVATION. The time lapse betweon when Hol Chanhe come under
friendly control and when they are used as guidee to exploit their know-
ledge 18 often excessive, This allows the enemy to relocate units and
caches,

(b) EBVALUATION. This situation is caused hy the emphasis placed
on the speedy procesring of the Hol Chanh to centers located at unit
headquarters and the fallure of the ground commandier to ascertain the
full tacticali knovledpe of the Hol Chanh during initial interrorstion.
Often times even if the information is obtained initially, 1t is not
acted upon immediately because of doubt, lack of assets, or because the
action needed is inconsistent with the present mission of the unit,

(¢) RECOMMEMPATION., Oround commanders must continue to nsure that
all possible information of immediate tactical value is extracted from the
Hol Chanh before he is forwarded to higher headquarters., This vill prevent
the delay incurred by processing the Hol Chanh, finding ouvt information at
& hicher level, and then disseminating it back dovn throurh channels, Once
the information is learnsd in the field, the unit should be able to leep
the Hol Chanh until he is fullv exploited at that level 2-2 than forward
him through channele. A reaction force with assete shonld be available
and utilized immediately to check out what has been learned, Tf possible,
this should be done the sams day by a unit such as BLACFFAYX, Such im-
mediate action will prevent the enemy from neutralizing the valuable
information available from Hoi Chanhs,

(9) Vicur ecoanalssance Program.

(a) OPSERVATION. Visual reconnaissance flights have recently proven
rost proluctive immedlately after dawn, immedistely before sunset, and in
the early afternoon.

(b) EVALUATICN. The enemy is culck to discover patterns in our
visual reconnaissance, In the past very few VR mirsions were flown at
these times, and the VC took advantage of this lack of coverage to move
supplies and accomp}ish other tasks,

(¢) RECOMMENDATTON, The VR program should be carefully planned
to prevent the astablishment of patterns either in the area covered or
in the scheduling of missions.
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(10) Timely Dissemination of Tntelligence.

{a) O"RINATION. On 22 March 1969 a source belonpging to an arency
other than Svecial Forces reported that he hal obgervad an unidentified
TC tctealiorn in the vicinity of Cambodia, XT227155, Thav were carrying
a sign which vea: "Victery Binh Thanh an? Phuoe Luu". Thic rep~rt did
not reach B=32 until 2% March 1969, On the night of 25 March 1969 (23301}
an operation Trom A-325, Canp DUC HUE made contact vith an estlmated VC
battalion in the vieinity of BINH THANH YT3Lh21k. If this report had
rearn~} Ba32 trenir four hours earlisr the element from A-325 would have
beer. bett r prepared to meet a large enemy force and may possibly have
reduced their own casualties while infliecting heavier casvalties on the
enerty,

(bj SVALLATTOT . TIntelligence is often available aout the ares
in which a unit is operating, but it is not in the hands of the unit
which is or will be on the ground, '

(c¢) ~® M TATTON. 'henever possible Special Torces intelliren-e
arenc’es should coordirate laterally as well as within thelr osm orrarization
to e Tect ~raater, move rapid Aissemination of intellicence,

(1) Tir:2» Tmtelligence Reporting.

(a) O°°I'TTCM, Tn the mast it has been noted that dve to extended
operaticns anc¢ limitatinns of distance, the information gained by in:elligence
aperts offen 3= not timely. Instances of enemy troop movements cannot be
transmitted for avick reaction. In other cases the lack of commninations
accounts v 7o 1ailure to pinpoint enemy basee and caches. Yhen the inf-
ormation is raraived by the case officer, the location 1s usvally a reneral
vicinity inst2al of an exact coordinate.

(b) EYALUATP ¥. Timeliness in intelligence renorting has alvavs been
a major prcblam aspecially in the gathering of agent reports. This has
basically been a commnications problem. The ability to make enemy con~
centrations visible to the aerial observer could effectively result in the

interdiction o” enemy movement and the destruction of enemy personnel and
logistics,

(¢) RECOMITIT-ATTON., A solution at least to the base area problem
would be to mark iv. The most effective way to do this 18 with a flare
rarachute, By placing the chute in a tree or otherwise 1In close prox-
imity to a basc area, the anent can make it readily iderntifiable “rom
the 2ir but no* from the ground, It has been found that airstrikes can
te placed right on the tarret with the FAC using the white parachute as
a reference pointe.
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(12) Operations Rased on Current Intelligsnce,

(a) ORSFPVATION. During the reporting period, Camp DONG TRE (A=222)
maintained a high kill ratio, Most of the comhat operationt were based on
aggressive intelligence produred and nollected by orcanic assets,

{(b) EVALUATION, The intelligence NCO actively and steadily pursued
basic intelligence principles with initiative, imapgination, anc determination
to obtain useful information. His results were accepted and utilized in
planning successful operations,

(c) RECOMMEYNDATTION, Command emphasis should be placed on meaningful

and productive intelligence gathering and reaction to knowledpe gained from
such efforts,

(13) Neutralization of VC Infrastructure,

(a) OBSEPVATION. Camp PLEI DJERENG (A=251) effectivaly identified
and neutralized Viet Cong Suspects througl.out their TAOR during the reporting
period.

(b) EVALUATTION. A-251 concentrated the majority of the population
within its TAOR in a resettlement village close to their camp. By efficiently
utilizing existing black lists in cordon and search operations, ther svstemat=
4{cally identified ant neutralized VC and VCI in their TAOR.

(¢) RECOMMEFDATION., Tn conjunction with District and Province, camps
should strive to conrolidate their scattered population 4in their TACR's
into an easily controlled resettlement area, Current and meaningful black,
grey and white lists should be maintained and integrated with cordon and
search, medcap, ard psychological opsratioms,

(1) Agent Ruses,

(a) OBSERVATIQN. The YC units in the vieinity of Camp BA XOAI
(A-421) nave tightened their security so effectively that it has proved
next to imposaible to penetrate their base ecamps and safe arsas with
agents utilizing conventional methods,

(b) EVAIUATION. A new arrangement was thus necessary in order to
penetrate effsctively enemy base camps and safe areas to gather
*elligence,
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(c) RECOIITNATION, This detachment has utilized arents diespuised
as wood cutters to .-“fectively penetrate there locations, In this TAOR
wood cutters are co common that little suspicion is attached to trem,
Occapations in prom.nence in other locatione could be similarly utilized,

(15) Ag-nt Reporting.

{a) OJSERVATIOM. The time lapse between an apent sighting an
the receipt of the information is prohibitive, By the time the rerort
is received the ‘ntelligence i= anywhere from 12 hours to three Javs
old and its value decreases in proportic,

(b) EVALVATYON. The entire operational commitment 4s based on
accurate and timely intelligence, yet no means of rapid collection is
in eifact,

(c) RTCOMIITATTIOY. The use of ouimoded electronice systems would
adecuately suf 'ice, If PRC 10 radios and batteries could be made readily
available, this would be a solution, Othor possible solutions consist
of ar outmoded system similar to the "Angry ¥ine" or a vehicle to svpport
a rari?! dead dron technicue,

{16) Coilectior T furts ani Unnececsary Payments of Agents. (Co C)

{a) 03SIAATION, “Mhile planning and opsrating the intellieence
collection affort, i1 was lsarned that azenté! reports have been the
most unreliable tpe of infor...ion rzceived, Tt was also noted that
the nrimary mo*ive of all apents was monsy. Villagers and/or one time
informants have r-ndered more reliable information than coded agents.

(b) TrALFATIOM, During the past seven rionths agents have rendered
unreliavle in“orration. Very little has been confirmed. Another ayency,
also having azenis operating in the TAOR, reported that thelr avent reports
could not be confirmed elther; and were unreliable, These reports create
an adnini~trative burden. They necessitate wasteful combat resonnaissance
and air serveillance >perations and cause confusion in the coiiccu.or. effort,

(¢c) RICACEYIATION. Agents and/or prospective agents whose sole
concern 1s moreiayy rewards should be closely monitored to determine the
validitv o7 the!» =-~narts., Tf the unreliability of their reports is con-
firmed, thay should be terminated.
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The personnsl lata on these Individuals shonl4 be disseminatad to
all other agencies in an effort to safeguard friendly intsllicence
agencles from rehiring the individual. in addition, all Special
Forces A-Detachments should be encouraged to make more urs of
casual informants,

(17) Cover for Clandestins Collection Operations.

(a) OBSTAZATTOM., The use of clvilian cover in clardestine
collaction operations in a combat environment 4is not as advantareous
as a shallow militarv cover. Civilian cover ‘s more di"ficult to
establish anl doas not offer as great a degree of physiral security
as military cover, Captured documents indicate that a large portion
of tha US civilian population in Vietnam is snspected by the anemy
of operating in some type intelligence capacity.

(b) EVALUATTON. The purpore of cover for US Military Intelligence
personnel working as Case Officers is to enhance the nhysical security
of the Case Of "icer Team ani to nrovide plausable denial of clandestine
operations being conducted against the tergst area. ¥"hen effectively
developed, military cover not only affords denial of clandestine intel-
ligence operations , but provides for easier and more rapid logistical
support; freedom of of movement, and backstopplng cover arrangements
than does civilian cover,

(o) RECOMIIMATTON, Shallow military cover should be used when
conducting clandestine collectlon operations in a combat environment,

(18) Clandestine Photography Missions.

(a) U:ostda.iv . 1he use of indigen-us apents in clandestine
photography missions presents certain problems. The arent sslacted
for such a mission must be intelligent, courageocus and willing to use
a camera in spite of the obstacles, Mamy agents lack confidence in
using a camera. Usually they do not have the necessary training.
Moreover, concealment of the camera 15 a problem,

(b) EVALUATION. The purpose of a clandestine photography missicn
18 to glve visual proof of the information reported and also provide a
mors factual presentation of the item or area on which the agent is reporting.
When effactively utilized, such a mission can provide valuable information
which often cannot be obtained through other means. Tt is also a means
of testing the agent‘s reliabllity.

{e) RECOMMINDATION. To bulld the agent's confidence a number of traln-
ing misslons must be run followad by thorough debriefings anc eritique of
the photography. In addition, a system of bonmuses should be initiaveu vo
provide further incentive to the agent for obtaining clear pictures of
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intellicenca value. Simple concealment devices for carrying the
camara can ho canstructad from items such as carry'ng baskets,

sap buckats, etc., Aapending on the apgany's cover or se~cupation,
Training of the a~ent can he conlucted by -he cass o“ficer or
principal arent who i2 in turn trained by a photorraphy snecialist,

(19) ARD (Afrborne Radio Direction Finding) Procedures,

(a) 03""™UATT™ . Due to comminication tacklog and dorntime,
as well as proczscine proceduras “or end proluct ARD™ reporting,
Mobile Strike "orce {MST) operations in the field were denled
ARDT locatlions of enemy unite within their AO on a real time bhasis,
This resulted in an incomplete intellirence picture o® ensamy activity.

(b} EVALUATION. The 493d SOD in recognition »f the problsm
deployed mobils ARDF two man teama utilizing manpack ARDF monitor
positions consisiting of an AN/PRC=-77 with KY-38 speach security device
in direct suprort of SF operations in the field, Theze _.sams, located
at the 0B or with the maneuver elements, pass ARTT locatlons to the
supoorted cormmanier anl make recommendations as to employment of arti-
llery, TAC ATR, zround rercnnailssance teams or reaction forces based
upon the radins an! timeliness of the reports. By ausmenting MSF
oparatisns with ther~ taams; the delay in passing .a."ormation from
the B or C-detachment to the field has been e?fectively eliminated.
Additionallr this information combined with other reports nrovides
the supported tactical commander with a more timely, valid and
complztaly intesrated intellirence picture. This support has been
highly success"ul and is one of the primary reasons for the out-
standing results of recent MSF operations.,

(e) RONEMAMTATTON,  MSF operations should continue to be

augmentod by ARYT teams in order that Information can be exploited
expeditiously.
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e, Legistics,
(1) Fuel FPilter Modification for Libby 10 KW Generator. (Co C)

(a) OBSERVATION. One of the primary causee for "down time" for
the 10 KW Libby generator is fuel contamination resulting in injector
pump failure,

(b) EVALUATICN., As there is no feasible way to improve fuel
Quality; & method must be devised to filter fuel before it enters the
generator fuel system,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, ECCI Technicians at this unit have developed
a filter field modifi~-tion to eliminats fuel contamination nrohlems,
Initial application o. this field-fix at three selected A detachments
has shewn that the "dead line" rate has been drastically reduced, _
Purther tests are being conducted and final results will be forwarded
to the Group Maintenance Officer for possible command-wide application,

(2) Expediert Battery Bax for 2k tor. truck. (Co B)

(a) OBSERVATION. The battery boxes on 2% ton trucks rust out
and deteriorate in some cases before the truck is one year old,

{b) EVALUATION, The location of the battery box under the right
side eof the truck body where it is expesed to road dirt and mud is the
cause of this problem, When the box becames unserviceable, it can be
replaced with a simple frame type box lecally fabricated from scrap angle
iron and relocated under tl.a assiatant driver's seat inside the cab, In
addition this protects the batteries from the road dirt and mud, and
makes them easily accessibis for the daily operator's check,

. (c) RECOMENDATION. The maintenance shop sh. .ld consider fabri-
cating these battery boxes for use in cases where the original box has
becbme unserviceable,

(3) M151A1 Starter Switch, (Ce 8)

(a) CBSERVATION. The starter switch on the ¥ ton MIS1AL becomes
unserviceable at approximately 1,000 to 6,000 miles, This is due to
faulty design and improper location of the floor board,

(b) EVALUATION. The starter switeh for the 2% ton truck is
suitable for the % ton MISIAl and can be easily installed on the
vehicle dash near the ignition switch,
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(<) RECOMMENDATION, An EIR has been submitted t~ the Tank
Automotive Cent:r Warren, Michigan on DA Form 2L04, control num-
bar 12193k, recoummending rslocation of ths sta) cer awitch on
MIS1AY vehiclus,

) Genarator/Radintors, {(Coe B)

(a) ONSHIATION. Several 10 KW Taiyo TD 10 peneravor sets
ware dead'ined due to faulty radiators, Replazement radistors are
no longr heing nurchased from Japan,

(L) ¥UALCATION. It was learned through exneriment that the
radlator for the M3 2 ton truck could be modified and installed
on the Taiyo pererator, Several of theme peneratnrs have been in
operitisn for over thrae months with modified radiators.

(c) RMCOMMENDATION. No Taiyo TD penerators should be sent to
salvare dus to nonavailability of Talyo radiators since the M35 2k
ton truck radistoras can he madified and utilized as replacements,

(5) Use of M i Trigper Housing in the M~2 Carbina. (Sk SroB)

(a) OBFRYA™ION. The rebuild program for the M-2 carbins was
almont stopre hacaise M-2 carbine tripear housings ware not availanle,

(b) RVALDATION  %he shortape of M-? trigrer housings was dus to
the larre number of M.? carbines being rebuilt and the nonavailahility
of repair narts for thesn obsolets weapona in the sunply svstem,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. To alleviate this probiem a modifircation was
develops! for the M.1 triprer housing. Two minor altarations wars made,
An indent, wns made to aocummodatethe sele~tor spring., Almso 8 norti..,
viy graun' off tha houning Lo allow the M-1 honsing *o be {nserted 4nto

the M-l lewar rocativar, Theas modifications er *d only be done hy the
3C Maintenerce Pacility, ‘

{¢) Hasd .- Raview Due-Outn. (84 5r03)

(@) OOSRRCATION. Req owtm for certain rensir partm were nyram-

11ing, *hun ~reating axtra demends and raising the RO and RP's at the
15¢ fechnicnl Jur ly.

(Lo WIALUATION  Inmtead of mending ‘n follow-upe on nravic ‘sly
sutn ve! requintiions  unite ware submitting new ronulaitinns “or the

aume 4.em, Thim resalted in creating due outs in excens of artual
reqyiramants,
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(c) RECOMENDATION, Units should utilize the due out recon-
ciliation published by the ISC. Technical Supply sections of sach
unit should purify their dus outs by cancelling no longer required
1 items that are in excess of their present demands., The end result
will bea a cest saving te the Greup because excessive auantities en
order will bs cut to meet actual requirements.

(7) MNeed for Increased Maintenance on the Water Pump of the
M37BT 3/L ton Truck. L DB

(a) GOBSERVATION. The water pump for the M3TBl 3/L ton truek
has Fid an abnermally short life,

(b) EVALUATION. The lack of propsr preventative maintenanre
en the water pump is causing it to wear out due to the lack of
lubrication.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. Ceommand emphasis should be pl.ced on
insuring that motor stables and scheduled maintenance ar. =onducted
preperly. The grease cup on the water pump should be tightened two
turns at least twice & week to lubricate the bearing and the cup
sheuld be checked to insure that it is full of grease,

(8) Control of Livestock During Shipments.

(a) OBSERVATION. Since ths esta* shment of the Centralised
Feod Procurement Program, livestock an. poultry have arrived some-
times at A-de .achments lecations either injured er having broken
free frc.. thuir ...ieg or other restraints, Hegs have shewn a
tendency te dis of fright during air movements,

{b) EVALUATION, L’.. tock which is to bs ussd as a fresh meat

supply for CIDG camps she . arrive in goed kealth and under contrel
at their destination,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. Tranquilisers sheuld be utilised te avoid
death er injury to livestock while they are being transported, This
would alse prevent their hreaking leose of restraints,

(9) Backlead Items,

(a) OBSERVATION. rany times aircraft arrive en shert notice
i at an "A" site, If tne men responsible for "backlead items" are

net available, thers is & hectic rush te decide "what is backloaded
where".
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(t) EVALUATION, Thers are many means of setting up a simple
ba~kleoad system,

(¢} RECOMMENDATIN, At one location a room was set aside
in the supply btrildirg, Backloaded items were placed there and
each was individually tagged with its destination, Thus any
member of the team couid tell at a mements notice what had to
be backloaded ar.! where it was poing,

i0) Self Usriice Supply Center System,

(a) OBSERVAT™INY., The FSP Stock Control Section was nnedlessly

bogged down as 3 result ' processing single line requisitions for
office expeniables,

{(b) EVALUATION, A SSSC (Self Service Supnly fanter) was estab-
lished at the FSP and units now drawv what they need by filling out
a multilined issue shee{ at the tiie of issue, tne maltilined issue
sheet is then assigned a FSP document number and the issned supplies
dropped from the stock record cards, This system has proved to he
extremely efficient in both responsiveness to user needs and in
minumizirg office paserwork,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. All FSP's ahould adopt this aystem as
being the most resporncive means of distributing office expendables
to all detachments.

{21) Ammrition Stockage level, (Co )

\a) OBSERVATION. As a result of changes in camp strengths, in
c¢ensity of weapons and in the enemy situation, on hand stocks of
ammunition has become excessive in some detachments and deficient 4n
ethers,

(b) EVALUATION. In order to balance ammunition stockape lsvels
at a2l] detachmerts and redice ammunition expenditures, a continual
logistical analvais must be made,

(:) RECOMMYNDATION., The forward supply point at Cempany "A",
Sth SPIA, ir¢ ST, r.s taken the follow'ng steps with favorabls res-
ulta, All detachuat+ are required to submit a weekly status renort
of armunition, liating ail ammunition by type and quantity, Thase
reports as well ar al) requests for ammunition ars rewiewed hv the
SL. Amnunition ic tren allocated based upon camp strength, the
status of weapons 1, hand, storage capabilities and the tactical sit-
uvation, In several instarces it haa been possible to redistribute
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ammunition throughout the Corps area, rather than drawing more
ammunition from the ist Log Ammunition Supply Peint, The results
have been a balanced ammunition status at all subordinate det-
achments and a sharp reduction in ammunition expenditures,

{12) Helicopter Refueling Points, (Co A)

i (a) OBSERVATION, Detachment B-36; the 3rd Mohile Strike Force

E Command, was deployed irito War Zone "D" for extended combat operations.
, Helicopter support consisted of »n attached light fire team from thc,

i 117th Assanlt Helicopter Sompany, 12th CAG, Because of the remste

: area of opsrations; the nearest Army Aviation Elsment (AAR) refueling

point was approximately 15 inutes away, with a total turn-around time
in excess of thirty minutes,

(b) EVALUATION. The turn-around time period needed to refuel
helicopters was far ir excess of an allovable period for an infantry
unit to be without helicopter support when in contact with the enemy,
An emergency refuslirg point was neaded at the Forward Operational Bass
(PB). Portable fuel bladders (drum, fabric, cellapsiole, liquid fuel)
ware transported tc the F(B via CH-L7 helicopters from the Cempany "A"
Forward Supply Point, This fuel supply war used only when the 3rd KSF

was in contact, When not in centzct, fuel was obtained as nsual from
an AXE fuel point.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, Nons,
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£, @alr.io~. Narfaroo.

{1} Axr —a-vne.ver Miastons, {rne)
U TeiytiCN Loudsveaker aircraf™t tend to £l at so hirch

an altil.n gt e mossecre cannot be heard on the growid,

{c) 7 ALI'R?TON. Suct 3 lowlspeaker mission 1s vorthless,

(7) R=IT7 A7 li. Tapes should be played from t'iv~ airera’™t
0veT LU rieve it a-.a cur oa short time,. Through contact with ground

it wor o de2tormined if the tape is clearly audihle,

to Tovis wnohoic Action Programs, {Heh

———— s ———

{a) O°w1 'icr. In many casss, American-made tools will not
be usad by Vi:unimesr. These are designed for American or Europearns
2l nay e Lo hrave and uanvieldy for people of small stature, A

secend ot~ Y1am in tray the toois may be unfamiliar o tle iniigenous,

o) UL Tte 1P inese toois are distributed without prior

.

‘,ﬂctu 7. vitantines trav are disposed of or allowed to cit in 3
Y'

nore LA Lli4lt Lapioienne,

(o oMt UuATTON, Tools should be purchased in Asian
count-ias when potsitbas.  Tocls purchased in places such as Talwan,
long i1 -ap. ant oipan are often nore suitable for Vietnarese as well
Ad MUY CIING L s
40 imul 70 Maow and Inctructions for Hol Chanhe

{a) » 7wt n. There continue to be frequent reports from
Yo1 Chiiins. PO s and agents that individuals or groups want to
suerenar qnier tna Thigs AdAui program but do not know how or where.

10 gnedy perdun.c. vio mnivht want to become Hol Cnanhs.

(.) 27512 AarIedN. A soeclal leaflet should bs designed piving

{nsvrvctkiang arn’ - mapr for earh detachment area,

-—a
-~
——
-

-
-

1 -

A

ate 2o dval Zoincerned retrns vo his less e“ficient, hut

(o 33l 0", More speclfic information must be disraminated
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(L) Need for Psyops Cocrdination. (Co 4)

(a) ONSZRVATTONS. The current system for lea’lat drops and
loudspeaker broadcasts in IIT CTZ is ineffective and entirely un-
satisfactory, Tnese missions ars flown by the 6th PSYOPS Fatialion
out of Bier liva as requested through the S=5 at Company A, Sth STGA.
Requests for these misslons must be submitted at least six davs in
advance, thereby making it impossible to react to current intellirenoce.

{(bj EVALUATION. In most case the pilots are totally unawars of
the loca. friendiy-enemy situation, They are merely told to play a
specifled tape and drop a certain leaflet over the requested grid souare.
Often the tarzst audlience has left the area, This means the mission
is virvually usclesa,

(z) RECOMMSNDATION., If the aircraft could stop at the detachment
requesting the mission long encush for the pilot to obtain a short
briefing on the local situation, missions would be considerably more
effective, Naturai.y thils would decrease the number of missions but
those flown wiuld have a chance to produce results instead of being
wasted on some un.nhabited area,

{5} Mors Stress on Loudspeaker Broadcasts, (Co A)

(a; O°STNVA'TON., ™hile interviewing personnel returning from
operations throughout III CTZ, 1t has been found that leaflets are
scattered almust everywhere,

(t) EVALUATTOH., Since leaflets have been dropped in almost all
localities and are >btalnabie if wanted, loudspeaker operations should
now be stiressed with leaflet operations as support, Most enemy units
have strict discipiinary measuree against reading leaflets, Tt is
difficuit, however, to keep a man fraom listening to a lovdapeaker,
and even more aifficult to make him forget what he hears.

(c) RECQTEITUATTON. EBach detactment should be equipped with a

VIH-S or ULH-6 loudspeakar system which could be used sither on the
ground ur from the alr,

(6) Need For Fui: Facts in S5 Assistance to Indigenous. (Co A)

(2) OBSERVATION. As a result of airstrilms on the TN PHUOC
village in IIT CTZ during February, many dependents loat their homes
and personal belonginpgs, Assistance to CIDG dependents was requested
by the VRSF 3.5 section.
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S'BJECT. Overatlonal Report of S5th Speclal Forces Group (Abn) for
the Pericd Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR<6% (RI)

{(b) EVALUATICN. Ail plans and requisitions for acssistance vere
made base ! yn th: premise that these refug:aes were CTH1, Not until
after evervihing vas approved was it learnsd that the refurees were
in faet dependents of the VNSF who are not authorized as<istance under

the 3.5 Pcliwar Program but must seek aid from the RVN military dependent
refuzee pro;ram,

(¢) 25O TUMATTION  thenever dealing with indigenous personnel,
i1t 1s ssssntial that all facts and details are obtained before making
any commitments., Also it is important to monitor ihe distribution of
commciltiss te insure that ther are given to the intended recipient.

(7) Se.fallolp Projects Still the Bact. (Co 4)

(a) OPSTRVATION. Because of an increasing interest in learning
English ty the CIDG av Company A, a program was proposed to provide a
begirners®’ &nglich course. Desks and benchss were not available; so
a saif-halp project was initilated, Scrap lumber was obtained ani given .
to some ol thie more eager students to buili the needed desks, They were
told that cla~ses wauld not start until the desks and benches were cone

structels The folloving week the English class began with a seating cap=-
acity of eivhty,

(o) EVALI'A’TOM., None

(:) RE~OMT.2,TIOY. Before bazinning any project that will 3ncur
much time and evm:r8¢ for completion; first determine 1if therme truly is
& demand for that project., The beast means to determine this is to make
the ones why are +o beneit contribute their time and lahor toward the
Projecte.

(8) TRefresher Tralning for POLTAR Teams, (Co 2)
g

{a) neITATTOM, POIMAR teams if not piven re“resher training
have a “end2n.y (o grow stale. Thelr output dscreaszes ani their mot-
ivation deciines,

{b)} TTALMATION, During the month of April Company A's S-5
sestion sent 71)0 POLMAR specialists ¢o visit POLVAR te~ms at four A
Detacnments, 11 has been noted since receiving this =dditional train-

ing thers has lLren 3 marked increase in POUTAR activitiea at these lo-
cations.

(¢) RETOMMETATION. All A<Dotachment POLWAR teams should receilve
re’reshar trail'ng perisdically.
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SURJECT: Operaticnal Repors of Sth 8Special Yorces Group (Abn) for
the Period Bnding 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-55 (RT)

(9) POUTAR Program and Defined Gouls. (Co B)

(a) ORSERYATION. Aithough there is now much more coordination
with S-S5 counterparts at each detachment level and with the SFOB than in
the pasi, there are still no apecific written or listed objectives which
are to be attained by the POLFAR program,

{t) EVALUVATION. Even though it is not possibls to "measure” the
minds of the Vietnamesa and Montagnard peoples, there are stil' areas
especially in c¢uvil affairs; where certain goals and objectives coula be
established suzh as the installment of GVN certified teachers at all
schools supportad or assisted by the Sth SFGA, These ocbjectives or goals
could be the subject of & Joint lstter signed by the- {3, VYNS¥, and €O,
Sth SFGA. By using a joint letter unified objectives will be astablished,
thereby bringing the VNSF and USSF POLMAR programs into much closer
aligmaent.

(=) RRECOMMEIDATYION, A joint letter should be prepared outlining
dafined -2als for the POLTAR prorram,

(~0) Requirement for Trained and Motivated S~5 Personnel. (Co B)

{a) ORSTRYATTON. In order to effectively advise and aassist the VNSF
in the condact of their POLWAR propgram, it is essential that properly qual-
ified and motivated personnel be assigned to S=5 positions at all levels,
Whils the qualityr of these personnel has markedly increased within the past
three months, there is et1ll much room for improvement, Of the twenty-three
S-5 related positicns in B Company, only nine of these positions are filled
by school trained persomnel,

(o) EVALUATION. Tn order to contimsa improving the POLMAR program,
pore trained and highly motivated personnel are regquired. This is especially
necessary at B and C-Detachments in order that the maximum mmber of A.Det-
achment POUAR officers receive proper sssistance and puidiance in the conduct
of their programs,

{:2) RECOM{INDATION, USARV should be strongly advised o the great need
to assign officars either school trainsd and/or experienced in POIMAR to the
Sth SFGA,

{11) Misuse of POLWAR Teams at Soms Camps. {(Co D)

- (a) ORSERVATION. “hsn the CA/PO leaves the A detachment, the CITf;
POLWAR team often degenerates into the camp desail scuad, The team will
spend their time completing minor tasks given to them by the LLDB leader,
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SURJZCT:  Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Oroup (Adm) for
ths Perigd Bnding 30 April 1969, RCS CSPOR.SS (®T)

1

Wl OETLLUATION.  Important S-5 projests are put aside and the team
1088 A0 per “orm their scheduled duties, This expleins why some of the

teams &re rot 97"gotive bacauss they are not being used as POTLTAR teams,
byt rather as detail personnel.

o) TRIOMT™MATTION. Tne CA/PO officer should keep a record of the
projests tixt he and the LLDB POLVAR ieader have agreed upon, A compl-
stion Jate sahoull he eet for projscts along with the approximate number
of hours n:~dal te Tinish sach cne. Thirs information should be ~iven
e T4 tegw sunervisor who can watch to insure that team members are not
pullad aside ‘or sther activities, Whenever the CA/PO has to lsave the
camp. upon "'s retvrn he should check the POLMAR team's proecrees, He
shoul" recora thic, The LIDB leader in charge of the team should be shown
these reacords as well as the regular monthly reports submitted to
5th 5A healguarters, This wiil act as a further chack to insurs that
the team is not misused. :

(.2) Tha Dangar of Making Promisss,

(a) ©372WATTON, Wnen in“ormed of a scarcity of materials by Sth
Groun S 5 per=onnel, various civilian and military orpani-ations capable
of sppo~‘nr civie action prajects often make promises of aid which they
iater de%e - 1ne tiey cannot keep,

(o) LEVAL'ATTON. If such promises are conveved %o the local paople,
they wvili lose con”idence in both the irmediate edvizor an' the S-S program
of Sth SFOA waen they do not recelve assistance,

{-) RECOMTNOATION, The basic ruis is never promise what vou do not
have. AL ' -3ur shoald express concern and promise to see what he can do,
Thi- vay bty r.ot making firm commitments he will aveld causing disapnointment.
Mapeover. La wil. score & surprise success with the pecple if he actually
4068 rece e the wmaterials,
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the Period ®mding 39 April 1969. RCS CSPOR.SS (RT)

Qe Organlzathg.
Need for CRP andi POLYAR Team in RT,

(a) OrSTRYATICH. Repglonal Forca units assuming responsibility
for converted CIDG camps are rnot anthnrized Comhat Reconnaissanca
Platoons (CRP) .r Poiitica Warfare teama,

(b) EVAL'ATION. CTD5 operations have nroven the value of the
Combat Rec-nnal. sance Platoons in gathering useful in‘ormation and
locating valuab.a .argets fcr camp strike force combat operations,

‘a Political Jarfare Team, vhen trained and utilised properly, 1s
tinvaluable in mot:vating and indoctrinating friendly units, manacine
CAPO prozrams. and conducting counterintellizence mis=ions.

() RECOLTIDATTON. Conasideration should be given by ARVN to
authorizing RF units similar to CT)5 Combat Reconnaissance Platoons
anl Politicas ""arfare Teams for assirnment to converted CIDA camps,
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AVOB.C btllklblhr"L 15&,1969
SUB.JECT: Operati-ral Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for
the Period Ending 3C April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

h. Other
AVIATION

(1 Nead for OPCON Air Supncrt at Nui Coto Operation, {S*0B Awn)

{a) OBSERVATION. On Operatinn NUT COTO; the re~nired Army Aviation
was ir darsct sinpart of Comnany D for only a snecific time frame each dav,
tte~ ret.rne’! tc h-me staticn,

{b, EVALUATION., fThis arrangement. was advantapgeons to t-a supnorting
aviatior urit hecamse 1t allowed aircraft and crews to return to their home
sta*tion for maintenar~e and rest, On the nther hand now crews arrived each
day f“rom various avia*ien unitvs, SOPis of each 'mit differed and a thornurh
briefing on {reqnuencios. call signs; and troop lorations had to he piven +o
the naw crews each marning, The airrraft also renorted individually with
no anc Aesignatad as mission commander, As a résult much time was lest in
brieiirgs and the supnorted unit had t- assum~ the task of organizing
aviation suonort for tne mission as well as hanaling flirnt following
and other tasks ncrmally provided by supnorting aviation units,

(¢, RECOMMFNDATI™N. Aviatinn assets should he placed OPCON to the
supported niit fer the duration of an operatiosn., Tac*ical interrityv ~f
these assets shauld he maintained, Whenever possible; it should sunnort
from the fiel” lcecatior,

(2) Azr Sunrort for 1st Mobile Strike Force Cammand, (1st MS¥*C)

va) CRTIRVATION, ALl zut three operations conducted by the 1st
Mrtile 31rike Force Gormnand during this reporting nericd have becn
in:tizted Ty seruial somuay azsault, Air supnort for these missions
was -ocrdiniieu throurh IIT MAY or one of its subord<inate units, This
air surpor! is rated frem unsavisfactory to fair, Delays inrcurred in
movirg elemente irto operationai areas ranged frem 24 to 72 hours. Only
orie grerat.er was conducted o schedule as opnosed to six that were not,
The time period £y inis evaiuction is from 1 February throush 6 April
4969 anc ‘ices not ceflect deiavs for extraction o° units “rom operational
areas, Other requirement: *rat necessitate dedicated heliconter and air
support are as foilows: Command and Control, visual reconnaissanre,
medevas . extractien of relugess/detainees; resupply, and extraction of
MALEUVEeI {I@NeLiS, '

(o, EVALUATTON, The ratings given in the ahove paragraph were
arrived at 2f*~r analysis of micgioms requected thronprh TIT MAF,  These
delay- ceverely iiamper the effectivensss of the 13t Mobile Strike Force
Command because 1ts operations are normally initiated apainst a ‘mown
eremy or #re tated on hard intelligence about a specific area, If this
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abm) for
the Period Erding 30 April 1969, RCS CSPOR-55 (RI)

command had OPCON of its own 1ift capability, the delays could be
eliminated. Responaive aircraft are a necessity te the type of
operations conducted by the lst MSFC, This detaclment is unable
to provide adequate air support based on the limitations of only
two UH-1D helicopters %o cover nine operational A detachments in
the I CTZ, It is recognized that subordinate air clements of III
MAF have difficuity mesting I CTZ operational requirements due to
shortage of aircraft, operational lesses, and maintenance, It is
further recognized that other MMA¥ in the I CTZ must also ohtain
air assets frem III MAF for operntional and legistical aerial

support,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. Detachment C-1 should have OPCON of four
UH-1D 1lift/cargo ships and two UH-1B gunships, Theas ships would
allsviate many inherent deficiencies that stem fro sy in I CYTZ
not being familiar with nor oriented toward MSF/CSr type operstions,

COMMUNICATTONS

L y
{3) Message Precedence Assiymment.

(a) OBSERVATION. It is evident from the exceptionally high
percentage of irmediate messages heing transmitted that individuals
do not imew the importance of proper precedence assignment and are-
therefore channeling message flew into one precedence category only,

namely Immediate,

(b) EVALUATION, TFlagrant disregard for precedence assigrment
by using Immediate to insure timely receipt makes it literally inposaible
ta sxpeditiously handle messages of extreme tactical urgency.

(c) RECOMENDATION. An extensive aducation program must be est-
ablished at all levels of the command, Detailed imnstructions follewed
by careful message precedence analysis to pinpoint specific violators
will bring about significant improvement., Although it is not likely
that the USARV standard of 2% Flash, 68 Immediate, Li2f Priority and
SOf Routine will be attained, the roaulting even distribution of mes-
sages througnout the Immediate, Priority, and Reutine precedence cat-
sgories will *nsure more efficient, effective handling of a1l commcenter

traffic,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Atm) fer
the Period Bnding 30 April 1969, RCS, CSFOR-6S (RI)

(L) ®M Powor Output Improvement, (S1g)

(a) OBSERVATION, Experience has shown that secure equipment
reduces the output of M Radio equipment by approximately 20%.

(b) EVALUATTMN. Due to this reduced power output as well as the
extrems distances involved, “‘t is literally impossible for isoclated det-
achments to cammunicate directly by secure-voice with higher headquarters,

(¢ RECOMMENDATION. If the tactical situatior warrants it, a 3CL-1
(Linear Amplifier for the KWM-?) should be adapted to FM secure-voice
radio systers, See diagram below.

ANTEIONA
30L1 (Rear View)
£ IM ANT RELAY RP OUT /
(O J
L—~— | SWTTCH
RF
UX ANT
AN /PRC-25/52);

The top frequency of the 3GL-1 is 30 MHZ, The bottom frequency of the
AN/PRC-25/524 is 30 MHZ, The 3CL-1 can be raised in frequency by adding
capacitors in series with final capacitors, This should be done by wmain-
tenance personncl cnly, This system will boost the power output of the
PRC 77/KY-38 fram ? to over 60 watts and the VRC-L6/KT-8 output from 35
to over 120 watts. The resulting increased powsr output could provide
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SUBJRCT: Operational Repert of Sth Special Perces Group (Atn) fer
the Pericd Bnding 30 April 1969. RCS CSPOR-65 (RI)

even the most distant rdetachment direct FM secure-voice cesmmic-
Atiens with its higher headquarters,

ENOINEFR

(5) Inspection of Wooden Structures, (Ce D)

(a) OBSERVATION. In the D-‘a1 area, wooden structures are sub-
Jeet to accelsratead deterioration which may net be readily visible to
the casual obsrrver,

(b) EVALUATION. During a recent inspection of a 30 foot cbser-
vation/50 caliber machinegun tower, several 2XL cross braces were feund
to be partially rotted at the juncture with the main supports., Upen
cleser inspection, several cracks and weak points in the main support
posts tecame apparent, Dismantling ths tower, the 6X6 main support
posts were feund to have a rotted er hellow core, some running the entire
length of the posts, leaving only & shell of good wood, The diameter of
the bad area averaged 3,5 inches, The tower was srectad 2 years ago,
Wood preservative or paint was net used. The main supports rested on
18 inch concrete bases; however, during one rainy season the lower 3
feet of the main supports were under water for a peried of L months,

(f) RECOMENDATION, A1l wooden structures should be thoroughly
inspected pericdically, Cune method of determining internal deterioration

is the tapping of the tested weod with a hsavy instrument and listening
to the sound produced,

(6) Expedient Welding Rod, (Coe D)

(a) OBSERVATION. The supply system has besn unable o supply
welding rods (gas welding) tc the engineer and maintensnce sectiens,

(=) WUATIATION. It was discevered that barbed wirs which is plent-
ifyl throughcat Vietnam could be used as an expedient for the reds.

(¢) RECOMENDATION, The use of barbed wire as an expedient repl-
acement for regular welding rods sheuld bs further evaluated and tested
te determine desirability and effectivenass,

(7) Censtructien ef Cencrets Bumkers fer Ordnance Storags. (Ce D)

(a) CBSERVATION. Concrete ammunition bunkers offer several dis-

tinct ‘advantages such as greater prmetim from snemy fire as well as
cever frem wind, rain and dust,
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SUBJRCT: Operational Report of Sth Special Porcea Group (Abn) for
the Period Ending 30 April 1969, RC3S CSPOR-65 (RI)

(b) EVALUATION. These advantages can be nesated, however, by
the presence of excess moisture in ‘he bunkers, Increasing air circul-
ation will prevent moisture from building up,

(¢) RECOMINPATION. When constructing these bunkers, provieions
should be made for increased movement of air, By making twe acreened
and baffled air perts in the upper walls it is possible to allow for
this circuiation without weakening the structure., Keeping the doors
open for a short period during the daytime will alse help circulation,

YREDICAL

(8) Septic Tanks, (Ce C)

(a) OBSERVATION. Long range planning to support camp hygiene
has been neglacted, especially at C and B Detachment compounds, where
unanticipated growth and the increasing use of facilities has over-
burdened waste disposal systems,

(b) EVAIDATION. It is readily apparent that problems cf septic
tank overflow ars much harder to correct once present than to prevent
by building facilities with a generous allowance for future growth,

The overflow from =aptic tanks complicates mosquite contrcl and intera
feres witl potable water supply. It is also aesthetically intolerable,

(¢) RECOMENDATION. The ideal solution would be the development
of an economical, self contained waste disposal system, Meanwhile,
however, thougnt should be given to the constructinn of "oversized"
gseptic tanks during the initiszl planning of an installation.

(9) I.V. Infusion Set Needles Becoming Disledged During Mevement,

(a) OBSERVATIOJ. When moving a patient who has an IV infusion set
needle inserted; it 1s often necessary to cross smand bags,ditches; wire,
and other obstacles, Thils many times results in the needle becoming dis-
ledged thersby causing vascular damage,

{(b) EVALUATION, Nene

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. An intracath should be used in place of the
ncedle on the infusion sat, This woeuld allew any type of movemeni of
the patient without the needle becoming dislodged,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report ef Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for
the Peried Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR (RI)

8 Incl HAROLD R. MRO\I
Incls 2, 6, 7 and B wd Hq, DA Colonel, Infantry

Commanding
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AVHGC-DST (15 May 1909) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for the
Period Ending 30 April 1969, HCS CSFOR-65 (R}

HEADQUARTLRS, UNLTED STATES ARAY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1AUG ™

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPQP-UT,
aFQ 90558

Agsistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, washington, D.C. 20310

1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the QOperational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters,
5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a, (U) Reference item concerning "Need for heassignmeat instructions
for Medically ivacuated Personnel," section II, page 87, paragraph 2a{1);
nonconcur, Reassignment instructions for medically evacuated personnel
are transmitted in sequentially numbered telegraphic message orders to
each major subordinate command concerned. Commanders have veen instructed
to notify this headquarters if a message order is received out of sequence,
Action will then be taken to retransmit the missing order(s). A message
outlining the above policy has been retransmitted to the unit. No action
by USARPAC or DA is required,

b. (U) Keference item concerning "Reassignment and Promotion of
Officers," section 1I, page 87, paragraph 2a(2); concur., CCNUS commanders
are not complying with the provisions of paragraph 29b, AR 624-100, This
headquarters contacted the Department of the Army in August 1968 and June
1969, recommending army wide reiteration of the contents of paragraph 29b,
AR 624-100. On 28 October 1968 and 17 February 1969 the Department of the
Army dispatched megszges to the Army Commanders explaining the problem of
non-receipt of DA Foram 78 by gaining promotion authorities. This head-
quarters will continue to monitor the program and place emphasis when and
where it is needed.

c. (C) Heference item concerning "Use of Polygraph Teams," section
11, page 103, paragraph d(5) and "Polygraph Operators," section II, page
104, paragraph d(6); concur. A MTOE action is now being processed at this
headquarters which increases the authorization for both polygraph equipment
and polygraph operators, When final comments have besn received from the
5th Special Forces Group, the MTOE action will be forwarded to higher head-
quarters for final approval.

)28 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR MMTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 VEARS.
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AVHUC-UL L (15 Lay 170)) 1st 1nd
tboodT: Uperational Report of Sth Speciai Forces Group (Abi) for the
Yerioa wuding 30 April 1909, KHCS CorUkebd (ii)

de (C) .eference item concerning "dore otress on Loudspeake:
groaucasts," section ll, page 117, paragraph £(5); concur. &unce tne
villl. was written, the 5th Special rorces Group hus votained & saff.cient
menber ot toudspeurers tu meut their reguirement. o further wction io
required,

C. (U) ieference itenm concerning “keyuirements for ‘lruined anc
-otivated S-5 Fersonnel," section 1i, page 119, paragraph £(10); concur,
‘This headquarters is aware of the need, sll requisitions for such per-
sonnel are annotated to request graduates of the Poiitical warfare Lourse
at the JFK upeclal wWarfare Center, ‘These personnel are not uiverted to
olher units, The 5th Special Forces roup (airborne) nus a very .jgres-
sive Foreirn Service mxtension prograw. wuenever untrainea FOLisi. officers i
are alloved to extend, oA applies them as fill against a requisition.
Ureater secectivity to preclude unqualified officers from extenuing
against their specialized positions would assist by increasing the nuuber
of trained ofricers placed on orders by the Department of the Ariy.

f. (v, Reference items concerning "aviation," section 1I, page 9%;
paragraph 2a{14); paragraph 2n(1), page 122 ana parzgraph 2h(2), page 122;
concur, The evaluations and observations indicate that shortcondngs nwve
teen experienced in the coordination of aviation support for the 5ii, Spec=-
ial Forces Group, To ve effective, aviation units must remsin in close
contect with the ground conmander ana work as a team with the supported
undt. rnese operational problems will be brought to the attention of
Headauarters, ...(CV,

E. (U reference item concerning ".esszge Precedence assignment,"
section LI, page 12>, paragraph h(3); concur. The problem of message
precedence assignment abuse has peen recognized at all levels up to the
Joint thiefs of 3taff, Command hessage Review ioards nave been estzoulished
as directea by USARV Kegulation 105-10. These boards, established at all
COmnanas possessing a communication center or prime users of a communication
center, scrutinze two days of message traftfic per month and initiate approp=

riate action to correct violators., “his program is monitorec oy this heac- |
quarters and is considered to be successfui, lio further action is required
oy higher headquarters, 1

h, {C) TReference item concerning "FY Power Output Improvement,"
section {1, page 124, paragraph h(L); concur. This matter has been pre-
viously recognized by USAKRV. A numcer of interconnecting cavles have
been lccally fabricated and distributed to units. Three-hundred cables
ere currertly veing faoricated by USARCOH and will be shipped to USARV
for distribution at a rate of 100 per month commencing in Septemoer 1969,
o further action is required by higher headuauarters
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AVHGC~DST (15 iy 1909) 1st lnd
SUBJEUT: Cperational heport of 5th Special Forces urvup (aun) for the
Period wmnding 30 Aprii 1909, KCS CsFOUk=o0y (1l

i. (U) Reference item concerning "Septic Tanks," section il, page
120, paragraph h(8); concur. a self=-containe waste disposal system {LwL
Task 05~5-08) is being evaluated in RVN, ‘he camp in question was con-
structed by a Vietnamese contracvor who was contracted for Ly the 5th
Special Forces Group (Airborne)., 1nforiui coordinition vetween this head-
quarters and the 5th sSpecial Forces Group niyineer cisclosed that the
problem has been resolved, o further action i: required,

O

Fua The COrcthdinelts

C.D. WILSON

Ny, AGC

Assistant Adjutant General
Cy furn:
Sth SFG
LACY
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GPOP-DT (15 May 69) 2d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 5th Special Forces
Group (Abn) for Period Ending 30 April 1459,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 19 SEP 89

TO: Assistant Chiel of Staff for Force Development,
Depariment of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. This headgquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

2. Reference paragraph 1m(3), page 81, As of 15 August
1969, all of USARV's stated requirement for 840X Mode
cables and 515 adapter cards for the KY-8/VRC-12 Configura-
{ion were delivered in-country; 230 of KY-8 installation
Kit #1 were dellvered with remaining 747 kits to be

shipped prior to CY-70; and 121 of the KY-8 installation
Kit #2 were delivered in-country with remaini.ng 312 kits

to be shipped prior to CY-70.

3. Reference paragraph 2h(4)(c), page 124. Frequencies
assigned for FM type operations are normally restricted

in power output to minimize interference in adjacent
areas. Recommend that consideration be given to authoriz-
ing 150 watts on selected FM frequencies only for use by
'JS Army 5th Special Forces Group (Abn).

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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STATISTICAL UDATA

1 II oI v

(C) Wsomtonas cm @z om oz B EA IO
a, Squad 2820 8075 3757 8035 1177 92l -2L,765
b, Platoon 1343 2278 2029 6193 90 89 , 12;022
o, Campany or larger 373 531 900 1289 109 la 3,2h3
(C) Contacts;

a, Priendly initiated 148 339 310 182 68 9 1,056

coantacts

b, YC initiated 39 99 268 9 6 S L93
~ contacts »
s, Incidents 15 27 L7 L8 7 0 1kl

(C) Confirmed enamy losses:
a. K& 228 1738 855 176 88 10 2,095
b, Captured 17 53 9 S 1 S 151

o. Quarterly Cemparisen of Cenfirmed Rnemy Lesses Country-Wides

A CPIR

May - July 68 1961 2T

_Aug - Ost 68 72 233

Meov - Jan 69 pIN VS 302

Feb - Apr 69 2095 17
(C) USASF Lesoes:
a, XA 2 é 6 2 3 19
b, WIA 319 51 1% » Ua
o, MIA 0 0 0 0 3 3

DOWRGRADRD AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECIASSIFIRD AFTER 12 YRARS
DaD DIR $200,10

Inel S to Sth TMGA CRLL for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 19695,

/40
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STATISTICAL DATA (COWT)

5e

7.

(d) Quarterly comparison of USASF casualties country-wides

KIA WIA MIA TOTAL

May - u1 68 % W T ™

Aug - Ot 68 21 132 1 15

Nov - Jan 69 10 67 0 7

FPeb - Apr 69 19 1l 3 163
(C) VNS? Lossest I II 111 Iv

crz ¢orz crz crz S TUTAL

a, A 0 0 3 1 19 23
b. WIA 7 I 19 6 63 99
ce MIA 0 0 0 o] 3 3

d. Quarterly comparison of VNSI casualties eountry-widsg

A WA MIA TOTAL
Yay - Jul 68 7 2 2 K}
Aug - Qct 68 9 35 0 NN
Nov - Jan 69 10 22 0 32
Feb -~ Apr 69 23 9% 3 125
(C) CIDG Losses: 1 II Ix Iv
orz o1z Oz C1z Sh oML
a, KIA 9 89 118 39 b6 383
b, WIA 250 330 613 224 201 1618
e, IR 17 1 27 o 5 50
4, Quarterly comparison of CIDG casualties country-widet
DA WA MDA TOMAL
May - Jul 48 548 1668 S8 227
Aug - Oet 68 L61 1409 29 1899
Nov - Jan 69 273 894 28 195
Feb - Apr 69 383 1618 SO 2061
(C) RF/PF Lossess I CTZ Only
a, KA 6
b, WIA k
c. A 1
d, Quartery comparison of RF/FF casualties eountry-wides
3 KA WA - MIk
May - Jul 48 107 200 O 307
Aug - Oct &8 68 265 1 33k
Hevr - Jan 69 6 23 0 29
Peb - Apr 49 6 W 2 bl
(C) Veapens: 1 T I v ,
CTZ CrZ Cr2 crz 8 !E/E TOTAL
a, Priendly Wns lest 83 25 2 % & 188

b, Enexy Wpme capt 94 250 S78

637 S 1 2116
79/

CONFIDENT 1AL




UNCEASSLEFLED

ﬁm‘ Classification

OOCUMENT CONTROL DATA . R & D

(Senuriiy clasaitication ot title. hady ol sbatract sad inde zing anneiotion musi he ontered when 1he sversll 1epori in closeitiod)

| ORIGINATING ACTIVITY (Comporate suther) 20. ALPORY SECURITY CLABIIICA V100
HQ, OACSFAR DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 CONFIDENTIAL
&h. shous
. 3
fi REPoAT TITLE

Operational Report - Lesgons Learned, Hq, 5th Special Fcrces Group, lst Special

4. ORSCAIBTYIVE NOTRS (Trpe of roper! and inshuive dates)
L Experiences of unit engaped in counterinsurgency operations, 1 Feb 69 to 30 Apr 69.

S AU THGALE! (Firet nome, middle Initiel, leat neme)

€0, S5th Special Forces Group, lst Special Forces

[B IISQ- t oaATR

; 15 May 1969

78, TOTAL NO. OF PagES lu, NO. OF aEPs

144

4. CONTRACT OR GRANT nO

' b PRCLIECT MO

d

N/A

6. ORICINATOR'S REPORT NUMBEA(D

692358

o~
0. OTHER REBOAT NOIS) (Anp other sumbers the! mey be aseigned
his repert) ¢

10 DISTRIGUTION STATEMENT

1. SUPPL L MENTARY NOTES

N/A

12. SPONBOMING MILITARY ACTIVITY

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310
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