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PREFACE

During the ysar November 1968 to November 1969, the 4th Infantry
Mvislon was respensible for an area over half as larye as Lhe entire
area of any other UT7, and was supported with minimum resources. The
Famoues Fighting Fourth vms employed in an economy of force role; a
sound strategic yolicy piven the division's 1imited assets and extensive
area of responsitility, That the division never lost a major battle or
campaign fought against NVANC forces and was able to hold every area
for which it was respnmnsible, defeating a formidable adversary in some
of the most rugrnd terrain on earth, demonsirates the validity of the
tactics employed and is a testimonial to the professionalian :;.4 com~
potence of the officers and mon who fought wunder the Lth Division
colors,

While the complexity of its mission c¢reatod hardships and
difficulties, it produced a situation in which initiative and tactical
ingenuity could flourish, and unique solutions to problems wore nore
than desirable; they were mandatory. A - vmary of operations and
lessons learmed is included later in this paper, and the reador's
attention is directed especially to those inclowmures that describe
the use of CBU Barriers, Scovpion Operations, I'attern Analysis, Long
lange Patrols, Rlome 'low Operations for extensive land clearing and
bunker busting, and the concept developed for employment of Short
Range Fatrols, All of these measures were designed as substitutes
for high troop density. UWtilization and perfection of thess techniques
enablad the 4th DIivision to concurrently mest all of ite requirements,
1. e., pacification, screening, security of lines of comm nication,
protection of population centers, training DF/PF, CIDG and FSDG, and
interdiction and joint and combined operations with ARVN and FWF against
onany LOC's and base areas,

Eneny activity in the Highlands has always followed ¢ pattern of
reaks and valleys; periods of intensive combat actions are followed by
veriods of recuperation and regmouping in their sanctuaries. The Lth
Division deploys its tactical forces to provide a protective screen
of barriers and matrols between the powulation and the enemy, concen-
trating on a pacification program that is interrupted only by pre-
emntive combat forays into enemy base areas. When the NVA is prepared
for offensive action and begins to move, our combat units are asssulted
by air and overlend into fire bases astride the enemy routee of
apnroach, Thus, by coupling blocking forces and air and artillery
support, our counter offensive actions defeat the enemy and concomitantly
orotect GVN population and installations. The early warning provided ‘
pv the full utilization of the entire spectrum of electronic and
umectanical surveillance means coupled with our screening forces has
alwa s permitted us tc meet the enemy and fight him in remote areas of
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the Highlands, with minfmal impact o wwopulation and pacification,
During periods of relative inactivity our tactical screern haws
permitted comuanders to devote thelr full attention to civic action
and tho elimination of the VC {nfrastructure, confident that amnle
reaction time is available to blunt any major enemy offensives.

During 1969, the VIFTUAM'SL have imoroved their posture and
their territorial forces have made oreat strides. Local officials,
as well as maramilitary wunits, have denmoustrated a continuous imnrove-
ment, NVNAF units, also in an econony of force role in the Highlands,
have been slightly hampered as & result of casualties among junior
leaders suffered during the CHU A and BUN HST camnaigns. However,
the senior VIFTNAMISE leadership is outstanding. LTG Lu-Lan, CG,
T1 Corps, and Colonel Ldien, CO, 24th ST7, 'ave worked closely with
the 4th Division ancd ha » demonstrated a professional grasp of
tactics and managenent (f resources that conpares favorably with
that of 5 commanders, The VIETNAMFSE regular forces in the High-
lards are responding favorably to the leadership of General Lu-Lan
and Celorel Lien and casualties amony small unit leaders are being
minimized,

The Famous Fighting Fourth Infantry Division spent 1969 repeatedly
defeatins, the eremy while continually improving the fighting ability
of our VIFTUAMESD aliies, Cur outstanding results are self-evident
and our efforts are well docuwmented. The Central Highlands remain
vulnerable to attack from the LAOTIAN and CAMBODIAN sanctuaries by
the NVA, and progress toward coriplete GVI contrcl is subject to small
set backs and delays until such time as the Armed Forces of the
Fepublic of VIETNAM have developed a genuine capability to provide
complete security for the people they serve.

Acconplishment of its multiple missions required astute management
of the limited resources available to the division. Corbat units and
their support echelons were in an almost constant state of motiorn,
shifting from one area to another to meet threats, exploit opportunities,
or simply to resvond to changes in priorities as the 2ivision net all
its resmonsibilities inherent in its mission in additior to higher
headauarters directives. The exvansive area ancd limited resources of
the divislion had an impact on combat support ar.d combat service support.
pISCOM found itself resporsible for supplying and maintaining division
units all the way from Bu Prang to the An Lao Valley, a distance of over
200 miles. The An Lao Valley is 75 air miles northeast of Camp Fnari,
and Bu Prang is 175 air miles southwest. Signal communication between
these widely semarated units was maintained only with a great expenditure
of resources and effort, and command and liaison functions furiher
eroded the aviation assets available for combat missions. Additionally
our engineer battalion was forced to distribute its forces so that
engineer effort in mass was difficult to achieve. Thus, within this
difficult and challenging environment, a responsive and professional
staff was an absolute necessity, and the results testify to the com-
petence of the officers and men who implemented and communicated the
desires of the division commander.

2
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As resporaft i icier and requivanenty dicreased, the camability
of the stat! ket pave, 1 wae in che area of General Staff accom-
nlistunants ard exsertise that the L0h Infantry Odviesion wede its
creatast impuwovanernts during 1400, 1L was tirow) nutal couperation
and mutual prowth that the dvision wus atle to surmount cvery
challenge and accenplist every nission,

In reviewing the accomplistments and problems of the past yoar's
operationa, there are several areas of particular interest from a
comuander's view which deserve to Le highlirhted. Wortly of relteration
is the fact that the 4th Infartry DMvision never lost a battle or a
nloce of prowd it was expocted to defend. This §a the slryple mest
siynificant accomnlishmert of the Yamous Fipghting Fourth, Closely
allied s the fact that the enemy's combat forcea were never peruittiad
to interfere with the orderly process of poverrcient and comaerce in
the Highliands, because the enemy wns intercented and Lattlesn fough®
in rerote a:ivas awar rom the juwmlation centers.

The burden of the war and the success of the Lth infantry Division
rests, in the final ariysis, with the intividual 8ol liers who must
carry out the plans and orders of the corrunding general. This fact
ia a.certed as a basic truth in the Vwnmous Fiphting Tourth, and the
acconplishmerts of the iivision sten from the understanding that our
soldiers are individuals and are Jdue the loyal concerm. of those who
cormand. The men have responded to the obwvious efrorts of all officers
and non—cormissioned officers to secure and improve all aspects of
their existence and to enhance their rhysical, mental, and spiritual
welfare, This in {itself is an extraordinary feat accomplished without
the benefit of a battalion stand down or rest during the entire year.

¥y relations with my staff and cormanders were based upon the
asswirtion that everyone wanted to do that which I wanted done, and
if there was a failure in response, it was because I failed in my
instructions. The burden of disproving this assumption rests with
the individual, and he is considered to be at fault only when he
himself has demonstrated that he lacks the ability to carry out my
desires or is unwilling to accept and imnlement the instructions he
receives, Very few failed tc respond, which reinforces my belief
that professional soldiers come equipped with a sense of duty and
motivation to get the job done rapidly and efficiently.

Finally, this division has been a unit in fact as well as in
name, with all parts, large and small, working together as one entity
in a unique demonstration of togetherress, the enitome of all for one
and one for all. The result has been a unit that is proud of its
country, its colors, and its uniform; a unit that has taken Jjustifiable
pride in its accomplishments and has adhered to its motto, "Steadfast
and loyal."

L2
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OPERATION] SUMMARY

The Famous Fighting Fourth Infantry Division changed command on 30
November 1968. At that time ther was a lull in the fighting becauss the
enemy was withdrawing into sanctuaries in or near CAMBODIA and LAOS. Teking
advantage of the lull in enemy activity during November and December, the
Lth Infantry Division conceéntrated its efforts on destroying the VIET CONG
infrastructure and disrupting VIET CONG base areas. The primary purpose of
this campaign against the VIET CONG was to assist the Goverrment of VINTNAM
in securing and pacifying its territory; with peace taliks imminent, acoel-
erated pacification became the chief goal of the Government of VIETNAM and
all Free World Military Assistance Forces in order to snhance the South
VIETNAMESE Government's bargaining position. A second objective of the cam—
paign against the VIET CONG was to hamper future operations of the regular
No,sth VIETNAMESE forces, which depend on local VIET CONG to guide their
operations in unfamiliar territory and to stockpile food stuffs and muni-
tions.

To produce an environment in which the Government of VIETNAM's pacifica-
tion activities could flourish, mane:ver battalions of the 4tL Infantry
Division, situated from DAK TO to BAN ME THUOT, conducted five types of
operations: reconnalssance in force into base zreas, screening operations,
interdiction of routes of communication; cordon and search of selected popu—.
lated areas; and civie aetion.

Reconnaissance in force operations detected and destroyed enemy base
camps, eliminated caches, and whenever possible, detected and destroyed
ensmy units. These operations inhibited movement of largs enemy units, and
consequently reduced the enemy's influence upon the civilian populace.

Screening operations were conducted extsnsively in the westsrn portion
of the Division area of operations along the CAMBODIAN Border. The screening
force, composed of the armored cavalry zquadron and long and short range
patrols;, was deployed across enemy infiltration routes to the east. This
permitted early warning of enemy “orces moving into the area of operations
while freuing the Division's othe¢ ' maneuver elements to pursue other opera-
tions. The scroening forces would engage and delay the enemy forces to per-.
mit the commitment of other combat elements to destroy the enemy. Screening;
missions are assential to the economy of force role of the Divislon.

. Interdiction was the mission of short range patrols and long range .
patrols. Composed of four men, these patrols remained in position from 48
to 72 hours, reporting enemy activity and adjusting indirect fire upon the
enemy hoth day and night; without disclosing thsir own positions. . Satu-
rating the avenue of approach to villages with ambushes and short range
patrols; the battalions of the 4Lth Infantry Division restricted the enemy's

L
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movement and roduced his ability to make contact with the VIET CONG infra-
structurs to acyiire food and labor from the civilian population. Free from
the VIET CONG's influence, the people were able to respond to the govern-
ment,'s pacification programs.

Cordon and Search operations were designed to detect and eliminate the
VIET CONG Infrastructure. For these operations to be effective, close liai-
son with District and Province Intelligence and Operations Control Centers
(DIOCC) (FIOCC) was necessary. The Static Census Grdevance (SCG) represen-
tative was one of the key personnel in the DIOCC. He maintained a hamlet
book which contained such information as: census of families and hamlets,
maps and diagrams of villages and category cataloging of all of the residents
in hiis ares. When thls information was combined with the photographs of
suspected VCI and detainees, many times positive identification could be
made. Cordon and Search operations provided additic:al information, which
the battalions shared with the VIETNAMESE agencies. Repeated cordons and
search of the same village proved fruitful, even though the initial catch
might have been only one or two members of the VCI. Detainees would fre-
quently identify other VCI through the screening of photographs of suspects,
eneny dead, and villagers.

MEDCAP's were the heart of the battalions' efforts to demonstrate the
benefits of cooperation with the Government of VIETNAM. While in the wil-
lages, the battalions tock note of the relative impact of various civic
action rrojects and gathered intelligence. After repeated visits to the
villages; the US personnel, along with interpreters and National Police,
were able to detect strangers among the regular inhabitants. Many of these
strangers were detained for interirogation. The central function of the
MEDCAP was to provide the people with needed medical personnel to recognize
and treat the afflictions common among the MONTAGNARD. Medical personnel
assigned to battalion civic action teams also trained MONTAGNARD personnel
to recognize and treat these common afflictions so that they might help
themselves in the absence of US MEDCAP's. The battalions found that repeated
face to face contact generated interest in MEDCAP, gave us a better insight
into problem areas and cultivated an attitude among the people that per-
mitted the Vclunteer Informant Program to flourish. As the MONTAGNARDS
gained confidence in the US forces, the US forces gained confidence in their
own efforts. Our solidlers responded as enthusiastically to the MEDCAP pro-
gram as did the MONTAGNARDS.

While seven maneuver battalions supported pacification in their re-pec-
tive areas of operation, TASK FCRCE WINNER was formed under the commnanc of
the Assistant Division Commander. It was composed of thres of the Division's
infantry battalions, tts cavalry squadron, pilus four ARVN batialions and a
Special Porces Mobile Stirike Force Fattalion. This force began a massive
sweep of two of the enemy's oldest sanctuaries: +the DAK DOA Vallsy, home
of the LOB8th Sapper Battalion; and the DAK PAYOU Valle;, commonly known as
VG Valley.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Since the French Indochina War, these two regions have harbored insur-
gent forces. Operating from the DAK PAYOU Valley, the VIET MINH harassed
Highway 19 and eventually destroyed the elite French Mobile Group 100 in the
MANG YANG Pass. In recent years, the DAX PAYOU Valley has been the refuge
of the 95B NVA Regiment. The 95B Regiment has become virtually a permanend
Tesident of the DAK PAYOU Valley, indistinguirhable from the local VIET COMG,
who also inhabit the valley in considerable rn.ambers.

Rugged mountains rising 700 meters above the valley floor, dense junglse,
and an abundance of caves make the DAK PAYOU Valley a formidable sanctuary.
Because the enemy is so familiar with the region, he is able to extricate
himself when threatemned by invading allied forces. He employs squads and
three man cells in blocking positions, allowing larger units to escape. The
DAK DOA Valley is a perennial base area for :uits harassing the installa-
tions and airfields near PLEIKU City. The muuntains of the region provide
good cover and concealment for enemy forces. The 408th Sapper Battalion and
a rocket artillery company both operate from the DAK DOA Valley. In addi-
tion, the VIET CONG's shadow government of PLEIKU Province, the GIA LAI,
often makes its headquarters in the DAK DOA Valley.

At the first sign that allied forces were intruding into their base
area, the enemy fled southward out the lower end of the valley and then east
into BINH DINH Province. finally stopping in the region south of AN KHE.

The battalions of the lst Brizade made sporadic contacts with rear giard
elements. Although the Task Force failed to trap any large enemy force, it
uncovered large caches of rice and munitions that the enemy had been forcud
to leave unprotected.

In its effort to track down an especially elusive fée, TASK FORCE WINNEL
had the assistance of Company E, 20th Infantry (Long iiange Patrol), from
I Field Force, VIETNAM. Saturating known enemy infiltration routes leading
into the DAK PAYOU Valley from the southwest, the LRP's monitored and inter-
dicted enemy infiltration and resupply efforts. Their operations accountad
for a number of enemy confirmed killed, tons of foodstuffs, and numercas
enemy weapons, munitions, and decuments captured or destroyed. Welgnirs “ha
forces involved against the results, the operations of the LRP’s were the
most successful of TASK PORCE WINNER.

The disappearance of the enemy from the DAK DOA Valley prompted th2» fawN
to withdraw their ranger battalions from the valley for operal.ions in an
area that promised more substantial results, the CHU PA Mountain region
northwest of PLEIKU City near the YA KRONG BOLAH River. The CHU ina 's
another seldom penetrated enemy base area. Intelligence indicated that the
North “ETNAMESE had been accumulating caches there; possibly in preparation
for an offensive during TET, 1969.

6
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The end of operations in the DAK DOA Valley brought TASK FORCE WINNER to
a close. Although the Task Force lasted only ten days and claimed only 29
enemy kills, it captured 22 tons of rice, LOO pounds of medical supplies, 30
pounds of documents, and considerable quantities of weapons, ammunition, and
explosives,

Gradually, the Division's pacification effort expanded. On 20 January,
the 1st Brigede terminated the last of its operations in the DAK TO region,
transferring responsibility for that area to the 2d Brigade. From its base
on Highway 19 East, the lst Brigade extended the pacification program into
eastern PLEIKU and western BINH DINH Provinces., Operations in the vicinity
of the DAK PAYOU Valley and the MANG YING Fass, initiated after the arrival
of the lst Brigade in December, promised to contirue on a regular basis.

The possibility of a renewed enemy offensive, however, was not over-
looked. The 1lst Brigade was placed on alert for deployment either inside
or outside the Lth Infantry Division's area of operations.

In the CHU PA Mountain region, troops of the ARVN 24th Special Tactical
Zone, in coordination with the 4th Infantry Division, began operations on
¢ January 1969. The 24th NVA Regiment began infiltrating into the CHU PA
area from across the CAMBODIAN Border with the intention of protecting the
caches which had been laboriously built up over the preceding months. Their
mission was to attack PLEIKU and KONTUM Cities, attack villages and hamlets
to disrupt the GVN Pacification Program, and interdict Highway 14N between
PLEIKU and KONTUM Cities. The ARVN battalions made contact with elemente of
this unit almost daily as they moved through the area.

Seizing the opportunity to trap this newly arrived enemy force, the
4th Infantry Division, after coordination with the ARVRN 24th Special Tacti-
cal Zone, combat assaulted into the CHU PA region. While the ARVN blocked
to the west; Lth Infantry Division troopa attempted to drive the enemy from
their strongholds and trap them against the blocking forces.

While the CHU PA battle was in full swing, reliable intelligence reports
indicated that a large enemy force had entered the area 15 kilometers north
of the CHU PA. While its present objective was unknown, it appeared to be
targeted against either POLEI KLENG, PLEI MRONG, or KONTUM City. The
4th Infantry Division was now simultaneously faced with a determined
entrenched enemy and a moving threat. It became nscessary tc immediately
deploy a US battalion sized force to seize the high ground to the scuthwest
of POLEL XLENG, as seizure of this critical terrain by the enemy would give
him an excellent springboard from which to launch any further attack to the
east. Within hours, sightings and small contacts indicated that the enemy
was attempting to slide northward around the blocking force. It then became
necessary to move another battalion on the high ground to the north. The

7
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1st Brigade's operation against the 95h Regiment south of the MANG YANG Pass
had reduced the threat in that area, thus making an additional battalion
availables for deployment to meet the new threat.

Elements of the Lth and 6th Battalions, 24th NVA Regiment, and the
31st NVA Artillery Battalion remained in fortified positions on the CHU PA;
nevertheless, the two remaining US battalions proceedea deliberately through
the mountain area, working downward from the heights and relying on artil-
lery and air support to gsoften the enemy positions. After seven days of
constant pressure, the shattered enery divided into small groups and exfil-
trated across the river under the cover of darkness. The lst Brigade, with
its one remaining battalion, terminated operationes against the 95B Regiment
and joined the remainder of the 4th Infantry Division in KONTUM Province to
meet the enemy threat.

With the enemy forces effectively blocked, the 4th Infantry Division
elected to use three days to realign its forces for the purpose of effecting
a more responsive reserve. The realignment proved to have been an effective
move wit1 the beginning of the NVA Spring Offensive on 23 February, since it
freed tlie entire lst Brigade for operations anywhere in the Division Area "
Operations. The Division was now aligned with the 2d Brigade having threse
battalions west of the YA KRONG BOLAH River blocking the enemy's advance and
the 1st Brigade east of the YA KRONG BOLAH River, guarding the approaches to
KONTUM City and being prepared to combat assault to smash the enemy or cut
him off from his sanctuaries. As part of their Spring Offensive; the NVA
attempted to interdict Highway 14 North, between PLEIKU and KONTUM Cities.
The 3d ARVN Cavalry smashed two attempted ambushes along the highway, killing
63 NVA and capturing four prisoners. While these actions were in progress,.
& new threat developed in the BEN HET area with heavy attacks by fire
against the CIDG Camp. These attacks by fire on BEN HET, coupled with othar
intelligence, strongly indicated that the enemy was preparing a ground
agssault. It now became apparent that the major enemy thrust was to be wade
in KONTUM Province. Accordingly, the 4th Infantry Division redeployed the
2d Battalion, 35th Infantry, from BAN ME THUOT,; terminating seven months of
operations in that area.

The 4th Infantry Division was now faced with multiple threats: a possi-
ble ground attack on BEN HET from an unknown sized enemy force, the 66th NVA
Hegiment attempting to bypass US forces to the west of POLEI KLENG, attacls
by fire on populated areas; and interdiction of Highway 14 North by elews.us
of the 24th NVA Regiment; which had slowly infiltrated eastward to positione
astride the highway south of KONTUM after being driven out of the THU PA
region.

The 4th Infantry Division, to better counter these enemy threats, now
moved to the CHU PRONG mountain area to destroy the elements of the 24th NVA
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Regiment to the east of Highway 14 North. As a precautionary measure, the
Division also deployed elaments of the lst Battalion, 69th Armor, to BEN HET
and DAK TO. Documents and equipment captured on 23 and 24 February posi-
tively identified the enemy regiment west of POLEI KLENG as the 66th NVA
Regiment , and revealed that elements of the K-25A Bngineer Battalion in sup-
port of the 66th NVA Regiment were constructing roads and fortifications
leading from the border into the 66th NVA Regiment's area of operations.

An analysis of the situation at that time indicated that the 66th NVA Regi-
mont was the chief threat in the 4th Infantry Division's area of operations.
The Division carefully monitorad intelligence indicators until it became
apparent that the bulk of the 66th NVA Regiment wae deployed just west of
POLEL KLENG.

On 1 March, with lightning swiftness, the lst Brigade, composed of three
infantry battalions, conducted combat assaults behind the 66th NVA Regiment
to effect a vertical envelopment and cut off the 6oth NVA Regiment from its
lines of communications. With the enemy now entrapped between the brigades,
the Division began to close the noose to fix and destroy the enemy.

On the night of 3 ~ 4 March, the enemy attempted & tank-infantry attack
on BEN HET, supported by artillery. It was the enemy's first tank attack in
the Central Highlands, and the first in VIEINAM since the siege of KHE SANH.
The enemy attack, even though using artillery support, failed. Two SOVIET
PT~76 light amphibious tanks were knocked out and captured, and the enemy
infantry failed to reach the BEN HET perimeter.

By 11 March, intelligence reports indicated that the 66th NVA Regiment
was attempting to move south towards the CHU PA region. The L4Lth Infantry
Division reacted by conducting saturation reconnalssance in force operations
Just north of the YA KRONG BOLAH River to detect any enemy activity.

The lst Brigade's envelopment operations in the PLEI TRAP severely pun-
ished the 66th NVA Regiment; the ratio of NVA to US casualties was ten to
one. When enemy armor moved toward BEN HET, it found US armor waiting for
it. When the 66th NVA Regiment prepared to attack POLEI KLENG, it found its
way blocked by forces which had been moved to the high ground in front of
it, and subsequently discovered that a brigade had been airlifted behind it,
was disrupting its supply routes, and was attacking its rear elements. When
the enemy shifted southward, as if to attack PIEI MRONG, he found still
another infantry battalion deployed in front of him. Furthermore, he stiil
had not escaped the threat of envelopment. On 14 March, the 3d Battalion,
12th Infantry, combat assaulted south from the vicinity of LZ SWINGER t:
establish a new firebase, LZ CIDER, 27 kilometers southwest, of POLEI KLiNG.
The eneuy continued harassing attacks to cover his withdrawal. Whike his
already decis ated arvillery shelled BEN HET and US firebases, his infantry
and sappers attacked US patrol bases; and in so doing, he lqst evén more of
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his guns, mortars, and soldiers. The result of the enemy's diversionary
campaign was the virtual destruction of his 31st Artillery Battalion.

To cover its withdrawal, the 66th NVA Regiment continued to conduct
harassing attacks into early April. Allied forces responded with B-52
strikes on suspected enemy headquarters and assembly areas. By mid-April,
the 66th NVA Regiment was no longer a uireat to KONTUM Province. Similarly,
the 24th NVA Regiment ceased to be a threat to Highway 14 and northern
PLEIKU Province.

During the period 28 February to 31 March, the 24th NVA Regiment was
operating in the CHU PRONG Mountain area east of Highway 1.4 North. Thias
area has been designated by MACV and the Joaint General Staff as Base Area
#229. The CHU PRONG Mountain area has lony .cen a sanctuary from which
NVA/NC forces have conducted interdiction operations against Highway 14, ae
well as offensive operations and standoff attacks against PLEIKU City. The
24th NVA Regiment has operated for some time from Base Area #229 in the
CHU PRONG Mountain complex. In July 1968, just prior to the commencement -of
the second offensive, the 24th Speclial Tactical Zone, under the command of
Colonel Lien, engaged in heavy combat with the 24th NVA Regiment in this
same mountain area. At that time two scout companies were cut off and sur-
rounded by NVA forces. Two ARVN infantry battalions and the 3d ARVN Cavalry
Squadron attempted to relieve these forces. The resulting battles produced
heavy losses on both sides, and ultimately resulted in the decimation of tao
battalions of the 24th NVA Regiment. In April 1969, one 4th Infantry Divi-
sion battalion was deployed to engage the 24th NVA Regiment in the CHU PRONG
Mountain area. Large amounts of amunition, medical supplies; communica-
tions equipment, and documents were captured. While contact was relatively
light, the neutralization of the enemy base area was highly significant. n
addition to the destruction of many bunkers and fighting positions, infantry
units conducted detailed denial operations of a major hospital complex, a
regimental command post, and an extensive underground cave network. _These
major installations were denied by clearing all jungle growth surrounding
their entrances; by painting their entrances for easy ideéntification from
the air, and by contamination with crystalline CS5 detonated within these
facilities. It is felt that this denlal effort is perhaps the most signifd-
cant portion of the battle of the CHU PRONG. Having been thus denied theas
major facilities, it will be extremely difficult for enemy units to obtain
security in the CHU PRONG Mountain sanctuary. Also, during the operation,
numerous landing 2ones were established, which will contribute greatly to
the denial of the enemy sanctuary, in that friendly forces will ncw be abke
to exploit an airmobile capability in any future engagements in the
CHU PRCNG Mountain area.

With the offensive of first line enemy forces defeated, the Lth Infantry
Division returned to large scale support of the Republic of VIETNAM's paci-
fication program. The 15t Brigade, having sent the 66th Regiment reeling
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back into CAMBODIA, airlifted out of the PLEI TRAP Valley and then travelled
by convoy and C-130 aircraft to a new area of operations far to the east of
the 4th Infantry Division's usual sphere of influence. Establishing ito
base area at AN KHE, the former home of the lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile),
the 1st Brigade began operations in support of pacification efforts in

BINH DINH Province.

In the months that followed, the Lth Infantry Division's maneuver bat-
talions provided an outer shell of security around hamlets and villages in
order that the Government of VIETNAM'!'s influence would becoms firmly estab-
lished.

The 4th Infantry Division expected that VIET CONG local forces and sap-
pers would attempt to disrupt the pacification effort, Accordingly, intel-
ligence gathering agencies and maneuver battalions maintained continuous
surveillance of enemy basa areas and avenues of approach. Night ambushes
and short range patrols, employing starlight scopes to the maximum, inter-
dicted enemy movement. Division units reacted rapidly and with overwhelming
force to attacks on villages and hamlets.

In August, reconnaissance activity indicated that enemy units opposite
BU PRANG, southwest of BAN ME THUOT, were to initiate a high point in their
activities., To counter what appeared to be an imminent enemy threat to the
BU PRANG area, the Division organized and deployed TASK FORCE FIGHTER to the
BAN ME THUOT East airfield. This Task Force consisted of one air cavalry
troop, one ground cavairy troop, one infantry company, and the necessary
command and control and logistical support to operate it. TASK FORCE
FIGHTER was to be the command and control headquarters for two Divisional
infantry battalions that would have been deployed, if required, to BAN ME
THUOT to relieve two battalions of the 23d ARVN Pivision that would react to
this threat.

To date, no additional Division assets have been committed to this Task
Force. However, on 28 October, Firebase KATE and ANNIE received intensive
artillery and recoilless rifle fire. The tempo of fire and attacks increased
against PFirsbase KATE, until the base was evacuated on the evening of
1 November. The threat continues to exist at this time.

To assist the 173d Airborne Brigade in their successful pacification
efforts in eastern BINH DINH Province, the Division deployed one inlantry
battalion into the AN LAO Valley in the latter part of September to aot as
a screen to stop eneyy infiitration into the northeastern part of BINH DINH
Province, and to prevent the enemy from disrupting the pacification effort.
This battalion remained under the operational control of the 173d Airborne
Brigade until the end of October. At the end of October, intelligence
reports indicated that there might be a threat developing in the AN IAQ
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Valley that was greater than one battalion could counter, as a regiment of
the 3d NVA Division appeared to be moving into the area. When this threat
was considered against the extended pacification disposition of the 173d
forces, it was evident that the 173d Brigade could not both counter the
enemy threat and continue its pacification operations. Therefore, the CG,
IFFV, directed the Division to deploy its swing brigade, the 2d, into the
northern AN LAO Valley to conduct screening and spoiling operations to pre-
vent disruption of the pacification effort. On 28 October, an additional
infantry battalion entered the area, and the 2d Brigade Headquarters resumed
control of both 4th Infantry Division battalions on 1 November. This opera-
tion continues and initial contacts have been successful.

As the year drew to a close, the Ath Infantry Division's perennial
antagonist, the 24th NVA Regiment, reappeared in the CHU PA - PLEI MRONG
area., Having rested and resupplied itself in its CAMBODIAN sanctuaries over
the summer months; the 24th NVA Regiment moved east expecting to meet only
ARVN forces, but found itself once again confronted by an aggressive and
coordinated allied force comprised of ARVN, Camp Strike, and 4th Infantry
Division forces.

The 6318t Composite Battalion had planned to terrvrize the PLEIKU area
with attacks by fire. This combined infantry-artillery NVA unit conducted
extensive reconnaissance during the late fall in preparation for standoff
attacks. Two attacks were carried out near the end of October using 122mm
rockets., However, the 631st was forr:d to suspend activity and defend its
well camouflaged supply base in the  HU PA against air-landed Lth Division
troops.

While thwarting the enemy‘’s renewed offensive, the Division remained
dispersud over a vast area, assisting the local VIETNAMESE administration
and the local self-defense forces to gain the strength that will eventually
enable them to control their own destiny.

On 10 November, as General Pepke’s tour neared its end, the Division
was tasked to deploy & two battalion force to Darlac Province. 'This was

accomplished the following day and no operatior or mission alreedy in pro-
gress was termimated.
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1. iC) Introvustin  (Suwmnary ot Events lmmedlately lreceding Asswnnlion
of Commana)

a  Oueraticn BINHTAY-MACARTHUR wao in mroptuss at vhe assumnlion of
comuand 1t had been nropressing ain:e 12 O-tober 1967, and wao L0 terminate
on 31 January 156%. Tne Division's miasion at that time was Lo (0ndu’l
survelllante and offensive cvperations and to rrovide maxim.nm sunport Lo tho
Government of VIETNAM's Hofwpse Fesettlement Frogram and the Revolutionary
Develoment Program  Snecitically, the Mvis.on wia to.

) Conda b reconnalssan ¢ and saxvelllan.o of tne CAMBODIAN Border
area .. .1 destroy enemy (NVA/VC) units withic 'ne assigned ares of oomerations

{2, Blo'k enemy infiltration routes trom CAMEODIA/TACS 4 rosa the
highlands anto the codstal vrovin es.

{3) Conduit proiling alta ks and ambasgh ovcrations
(¢) Destrcy enemy base sreas and supply installations
(5) Dete:t and eliminate VIET CONG infrastracture,

{¢) Clear, secure and assist in the develorment of the Tacvical Area
of Responsibility.

(7) Suvport re Government of VIETNAM's EDAP ENANG Resevtlemont
Program

\8) Ovpen, aecure and maintain land lines of communications.

{9) Be prevared to deploy fortes for the relief/reinfor rement of Camn
Strike For<es, Regilonal ancd Pooular Forces; critical signal sites and sector/
3ubse~tor headquarters within the 11 Corps Tastical Zone.

{(10) Provide a battslion size reserve to 1 Field Force, VIETNAM, on
order, The Division's mission has not changed appreciably during the pastu
year; the priorities, however, have been changed as the enemy situation
and threat di:-tated.

b. The tactical situation, immediately prinr to the change of command,
was one of relative quiet. The enemy had suffered severe casualties in
the DUC LAP-BAN ME THUCT area and the mainline NVA units had withdrawn from
VIETNAM for a major refitting and reorganization. Unable to afford turther
confrontation, the enemy's major cffensive efferts were stanaoff attacks
against firebases. No major offensive action developed because the enemy
lacked sufficient strength for any all-out attacks.

¢, In Noverber a threat developed across the CAMBODIAN Border from
the DUC CO Speclial Forces Camp when three NVA regiments concentrated for an
offensive. However, a brigade from the 4Lth Infaﬁ%gy Division was placcd on
key terrain features around the camp astride enemy avenues of approach, This
action forestalled any vossible offensive threat in this arsea,

d., Also during November, Operations TOLL ROAD and DFADEND were condu:ted

in resnonse to intelligence that reveasled that enemy forces were using the
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PIE1 TRAF Road in western KONTUM Province to move troops and supplies.
Further air reccnnaissance and long range patrols discuvered the enemy wum
mak1ng 1morovement s on Lhe rogd to accomodate medium vehicular traffic.
Joint operations with CSF forces made the road imnassible for heavy enemy
movemunt ; artillery and air strikes interdicted the remainder of the road,

a. At the end of November, the Division was actively pursuing the
of fensive to find and destroy the enemy, to keep him moving with no chance
of reapite, and to invade his base areas tu destroy his safe nhavens and
supply installations.

. To accomprlish tho mission stated wvreviously, the Divieion had eight
infantry battalions, one mechanized infantry bvattalion, one armored cavalry
squadron and one tank battalion. The Division had a normal base with three
brigades, Divisinn Artillery, Division Sunport Command, »ignal, engincer,
and ro,mud aviation elemente,

2, (C) CONCEPT OF OPFRATION

a, The concept of overation of the Lth Infantry Division over the past
year was designed to establish certain operating principles, methods, and
techniques by which the Division would accomplish ite assigned mission,
Muring all asvects of Division overations, emphasis was placed unon the
interaction between Division forces, Army of Reyublic of Vietnam (ARVN),
Provincial and Sprecial Forces forces.

b, The baslc concent was one of employling screening and reconnajssante
resources to saturate likely enemy areas of activity and avenues of apnrvach,
coupled with the rapid, aggresaive, and overwhelming commitment of immediately
available reaction forces to fix and destroy the enemy.

(1) Screening Forces: Special Forces, Camp Strike and Mike Strike
forces along with the Provincial forces of various types were relied upon to
accomplish an equitable portion of the screening and local-defense tasks.
Integrated with thase forces, certain Division and ARVN forces were assigned
to the acreening task. The mission of these screening and local defenae
forces was to detect the enemy's presence, size, and direction of movemsnt.
To the extent feasible, these forces were also to engage and fix the enemyr
forces. Rapid and accurate reporting was essentisl. In addition to these:
acreening forces, all avallable intelligence resources were devoted to thes
detection of enemy forces and thelr activities.

(2) Reaction Forces: The key to the success of this concept was the:
rapid, aggressive, and ovnrwhelming employment of reaction forces. Reacztlém
forces avallable included air cavalry, with their organic aero-rifle elemestts;
armored and mechanized units utilizing their speed, armored protection,
firepowsr, and shock action; and infantry battalions lightened and specially
trained to exploit contacts by conducting rapid air mobile operations to
block and destroy enemy forces., Artillasry was vre-positioned to cover areas
of likely contact. In addition, selected direct{support artillery batteries
moved firing platoons forward on extremely short notice to cover contacts,.
Certain cardinal principles regarding reaction fopces were: (a) commitmeat
of reacticn forces to any contact situstion, no mhtter how small they
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crvoared; (b) immediate reaction — waiting to obtain exhaustive details was
waiting too long;: (c¢) the4Anitial decision to react was taken by the lowest-
level commander having resources available; (d) progressively, control passed
up the shain of compand as the situation clarified and additional resources
wers required and committed; (e) reaction was overwholming -- over-comuitment
was preferred to undercommitment; (f) higher commanders were imnedietely,
continuously, and accurately apprised of the situation and actions taken;

(g) maximun wee wus made of standing operating procedures, prior preparatious,
and contingancy plans to shorten reaction time; (h) warning orders were issued
to units of possible use in exploiting the contact, and advisories on assete
required upon the unit's commitmant were passed as early as possible; (1) day
or night reaction was constantly contemplated.

(3) Destruction of Fnemy Forces: Through skillful use of these
scroening and rapid reaction forces, the I vision was able to bring appropriate
combat power to bear rapidly in any foreseeable set of circumstances. No
target was considered toc small, nor was immediate reaction witnheld simply
because the target appeared to ba bayond the canpability of the reaction force
immediately availlable. The purpose was to engage and to fix the enemy while
overwhelming forces were brought to bsar on him. 7%liis concept also permitted
naximun flexibility for massed employment of Division resources without regard
to "traditional" brigade allocations, as the tacticai situation dictated.

(4) Simultansous Contacts: The possibility existed that simultaneous
contacts might develon ir ¢wo or more brigade areas, thus tending to set up
a condition of overcommi.m~nt of the Division aes a whole. In such a case the
decision had to be made a: to which contacts were to be exploited fully and,
if necessary, which were to be contained and terminated. This possibility
emphasized the absolute requirement for timely, accurate reporting both of
the situation and of the subordinate commander's intentions.

¢, Concept of Operations.

(1) loyment of Tank, Caval and Mechanized Battalions.

(a) Where terrain permitted, maximum use was made of tank, cavalry,
and mechanized battallons to conduct mobilec operations designed to harass,
detect and destroy the enemy. The princinsl role for these battalions,
however, was reaction to contacts developed by other means.

(b) Unit operations were decentralized with maximum emphasis cn
continuous movement, and forces moved freely throughout the asslgned aress
of operations, Contacts were reinforced rapidly by concentrating other
elements of the battalion and by rapld-reaction air mobile forces., Under
this concept, the mechanized, cavalry, and tank battalions worked in
extremely close cooperation with the Special Forces camps, Regional and
Popular Forces units, and Provincial elements in their area of operation
for the purpn2e of reaoting at any time to contacts made by these forces and
to attacks maue against villages, hamlets, units, convoys, and fire suppoit
bases,

(2) Employment of Infantry Bsttslions.

(a) Infantry was used vrimarily in an airmobile role to react to
cortacts made by long range patrols,lghort range patrols, Civilian Irregular
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Defense Group forces, Regional and Populanr Forces units, and elements
conducting ambushes or reconnalssance-in-force missions. Infantry reacted
vwhere appropriate to intelligence obtained by Airborne Personnel Detectors,
Infra-red Detectors, air ~avalry, head hunters and to other appropriate
intelligence reporte.

(t) The only firebases occupled were those on which it was necessary
to position artillery to obtain area coverage and those which consti’ uted
key terrain that had to be held to protect a vital area or that actec as
rart of a screen to detect and initlally fix the enemy.

(¢) Fach brigade had one infantry battalion which was 1lightened to
esaentlal equipment for employment as an .airum!.ile force. These infantry
battalions were so positioned that Lhey could awcemble one platoon in fifteen
minutes, o-ne company in thirty minutes, a second company in one hour, and
the battalion minus in three heurs,

(d) The concept of employment of the airmobile hattalion envisioned
a rapid marshalling of assets followed by an c¢qually rapid deployment of
fecrces. When a significant contact was made, brigades pussessed the capability
of immediate reartion by diverting all UH-1l airczraft under their control from
normal missions ta that of air lifting a platoon on fifteen minute alert.
The platoon could then be inserted into the contact area with the mission of
exploiting the contact. To enhance the brigade's ability to react with
effective combat power, the Division Tactical Operations Center, upon request
from the brigade, would divert available aircraft to the brigade., As additional
aircraft became available, the contact would continue to be exploited. Maxisunm
emphasis was placed on fixing the enemy until such time as forces sufficient
to destroy the enemy force had been inserted. For::cs inserted would be preparcd
tc stay at least three days in the area, When an air cavalry troop was in
support of the brigade, the air cavalry would be diverted to the contact area,
where the first element to be inserted was usually the aero-rifle platoon.
Following this insertion, the 1lift section of the troop was rsleased to the
commander concerned to aid in the insertion of additional elements.

{(e) When infantry was employed in the &irmghile: role, maxdmum use
was made of stay-behind elements to establish ambushes and to destroy enemy
forces attempting to re-enter the area.

(£) When intelligence indicated that infiltration routes were being
used, the airmobile battalion was also used to conduct extensive ambush
operations oif vompany to squad size along these infiltration routes.
Elements would be airlifted into a landing zone from which they would move
overland to ambush sites. Contacts were reinforced rapidly as outlined
previously. Ambush forces would remain in the area for a minimur of thrree
days.

(g) Infantry elements were prepared to react immediately to exploit
attacks on villages, hamlets, convoys, brigades and other fixed installations
in their areas of operations.

(3) Employment of Artillery.
16
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(a) Artillery was positioned so that it could provide maximum area
coverage without having to displace to provide suppori for infantry and
armor elements operating under the concept previously stated.

(b) The direct support artillery battery of the battalion designated
&8 the Division's airmobhile battalion was lightened to minimum essential
equimment, It was preparsed to displace one platoon within twenty minutes,
to provide artillery support for forces operating beyond the range of
light or medium artillery.

(c) Normally, a self-propelled artillery battery was placed in support
of each mechanized and tank unit. This unit maintained the immediate reaction
capability required for it to deploy rapidly with armor elements as they

exploited a contact.

(4) FEnployment of Alr Cavalry

(a) The air cavalry troop of the organic cavalry squadron normally
operated with the squadron. The air cavalry troo'.s of the cavalry squadron
over which the Division exercised operationral contrcl normally was allocated
to brigades on a dally basis dictated by the tactical situation. On occasions,
for the conduct of a specific misasion, all air cavalry would be centralized
under the squadron over which the Division exercised operational control.

(b) when a contact developed in his area of operation, the brigade
commander normally diverted the air cavalry to that area. When the contact
so justified, the aero-rifle platoon waa inserted. As stated, the 1lift
section would then operate under brigade control to assist in lifting
elements of the akraobile battalion into the area. It should be noted that
the 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry had the organic capability of deploying its
cavalry troop (a company-size infantry unit) in addition to its aero-rifle
platoons,

(¢) Where feasible, the squadron commander made the cavalry troop
available for reinforcing an aero-rifle platoon previously inserted.

(5) Employment of long and Short Range Patrols

(a) A meximum number of long range patrols were operational at all
times. Long range patrols were normally insertes into a landing zone some
distance away from their assigned areas of operation; they then moved to
to the assigned area of oper.tion. Long range patrols were not extracted
routinely when a contact developed or when they detected enemy in the vicinley
of their locatlon, As indlcated in the concept for employment of infantry,
long range patrcl sightings and contacts normally were exvloited by the aero-
rifle platoon followed by elements of the airmobdles battalion or the :zavalry
troon.

(b) Infantry elements occupying firebases positioned short range
patrols around the area for surveillance and to direct air, artillery and
gunships when they made sightings. In addition, short range patro. .sightings
or contacts were exploited by the unit dispatching the patrol. A reaction
company was designated by each battalion. If required, elements of the air-
mobile hattalion were also used to react.
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(c) Additional emphasis was placed on local patrolling. Reconnaissance
patrols were dispatched on a daily basias. The reconnaissance platoon was
habitually used in its reconnaissance role.

(6) Fmployment of Lift Aviation.

(a) To the extent possible, the Division retained a general reserve
of UH-1 sireraft for 1ift purposes, These alrcraft were on call to the
brigade commander when he made the decision to exploit a contact.

(b) When the decision was made to exploit, the brigade could react
imnediately by assembling all of its allacated aircraft to 1ift the platoon
on fifteen minute alert. Additiocnal aircraft, as required, were furnished
by Division on request of the brigade. Use was also made of the 1lift
section of the air cavalry troop if one was in support of the brigade.

(¢) All brigades were impressed with the concept of surrendering
their 1ift ships immediately wher it became necessary to divert them to
another brigade to exploit a contact.

(7) Command and Control.

As a rule, additional resources were initlally placed under the
operational control of the US commander initiating or first reacting to
the contact. Thus, if the contact was initiated by an air cavalry troop,
forces reacting to the contact would come under the troop commander's
operational control to insure coardination of air, fire support, and ground
maneuver. Once a contact had heen developed to a point where two or more
ground elements of company size had been committed, operational control
of all troops in the area, including air cavalry, came under an anpropriate
battalion-level commander. Close and continucus liaison and coordinaticn
wasTrequired when Division forces were committsd in support of or in
proximity to Republic of Vietnam, Provincial or Special Forces elements.

18
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3. (C) OPERATIONS

a, S le War Conce

The 4Lth Infantry Division has fully recognized the necessity for
attacking the enemy simultaneously on all fronts — military, politicsl,
psychological, and economic — by a vigorous, well-coordinated, and
closely integrated effort. It has pursued this goal as it must be rursued:
in close cooperation and coordination with ARVN, Provincial and District
authorities, and CIDG elements within the area of operations.

b, Vietnamizing the War

To the fullest extent possible,the 4th Infantry Division has integrated:
its operational efforts with those of ARVN, RF/PF, and CIDG forces. It
envisions participation in combined oparations as the norm, to include the
habitual coordination of supporting fires and the sharing of responsibility
for snecific operationa., This emphasis has increased the operational
effactiveness of all concerned and, just as importantly, has provided
invaluable training for RVNAF and allowed U8 Commanders to more accurately
evaluate the state of readinesa of units which may in the future be required:
to go it alone in the present 4th Infantry Division area of operations.

¢, Summary of Combined Operations

(1) During the latter part of 1968 and early 1969, the Division
participated in TF WINNER and BINH TAY/SLEDGEHAMMER Operauions in Pleiku
Province. TF WINNER's area of operations, the DAK PAYOU Valley, is a
region of dense canopy jungle and large natural caves. Fnemy forces have
traditionally sought refuge in the area and prior to TF WINNER an RVA
Regiment and a lecal force hattalion utilized the valley as a base ¢f
operations.

(2) On 25 December 1968, TASK FORCE WINNER, controlling two brigade
CP's (four U.S. infantry, one ARVN infantry and one MSF battalior) and a
cavalry squadron, began search and clear operations in this valley to
destroy the enemy's base areas and supply caches and interdict his infil-
tration routes., The enemy appeared to vacate the valley and move to the
eastern slope as friendly troops made the initial thrust into the valley
from the south. .Here, east of the DAK PAYOU Valley, the majority of the
contacts ard the.significant finds took place. Though the Task Force
killed only 29 NUANC, it dealth the enemy its most crippling blow by
capturing twenty-two tons of rice, 400 pounds of medical supplies and
considerable quantities of weapons, ammnition and explosives.

(3) To guard against the enemy resupplying himself during the
operation, IRP teams were deployed along the routes of infiltration and
resupply into the area, Captured documents indicated that these teams
made a significant contribution towards denying the enemy the ability
to resupply and mearm their forces. In addition to stopping enemy resupply
efforts, the ILRP teams also uncovered large rice caches and training complexws
in the area approximately 10 km southwest of the valley.

(4) TASK. FORCE WINNFR terminated on 3 January 1969. Its opsration

had created a substantial void in the enemy's supply system which hampered
his future plans,
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(5) Close coordination was effected between US and ARVN commanders
down to company level, and remarkable performances were noted on the parts
of the 4L2d ARVN Regiment and 2d ARVN Ranger Group. These operations
reaulted in the virtual destruction of the 24th NVA Regiment and continued
in the CHU FA Mountains until 7 February.

(6) During April 1969, the Division reduced its independent missions
against NVA main force units and, under provisions of OPORD 10-69
(WASHINGTON GREEN), initiated aupport of the GVN Pacification and Develcpment
Plan, The area of operatior was extended when the 1lst Brigade was deplewed
into two western districta of BINH DINH Province. When the 1lst Brigade le“t
the DAK TO area a Letter of Agreement between CG, IFFORCEV and CG, II Corpe
gave responsibility for security of QL-1LN north of KONTUM to CO, 24th STZ.
Implementation of the agreement was effected in an orderly and professional
manner, Colonel Lien, CO, 24th STZ, complied with every facet of the agree-
ment and displayed an aggressive apirit for meeting any threat in his new
area of operation. Concurrently a combined search and destroy operation
was inltiated in the area west of BUON BLECH with vlsuients of the 3d Brigade
and the 2d ARVN Ranger Group. Coordination between the two units throughout
the entire operation was excellent,

(7) The landmark operation in the "Vietnamization Program" occurred
in May 1969 when the 24th STZ responded to an NVA threat against BEN HET/
DAK TO., The Ath Infantry Division deployed one battalion (3-12 Inf) and
one task force (1-14 Inf (-)) to relieve ARVN units in the PLEIKU Defense
Complex so that they could be employed at BEN HET/DAK TO, and the Division
stood ready “o reinforce the 24th STZ if necessary. Subsequently, during
the period 1-23 July, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry was sent to BAN ME THUOT
where it conducted combined operations with the 8th ARVN Armored Cavalry
Regiment., These operations were successful and permitted the 53d ARVN
Regiment to displace from BAN ME THUOT to BEN HET/MAK TO to reinforce the
24th STZ. One air cavalry troop (A/7-17) was deployed by the 4th Infantry
Division to support the operation, but no ground reinforcement was requested.
The defense of EEN HET/DAK TO, therefore, was essentially an ARVN operation;
and the 24th STZ demonstrated its ability to respond aggressively and
offensively against a substantial NVA main force threat.

(8) A4th Infantry Division commanders continue to develop closer
relationships with CIDG forces in their areas and are habitually integrating
CIDG operations into their own; thus significantly adding to the combat
effectiveness of each, As an example, there were 32 such operations conducted
during the month of August 1969, In addition, CIDG artillery personmel were
trained by Division Artillery at the DUC CO, PLEI MRONG, POLEI KIENG, and
TIEU ATAR CIDG Camps during the first eight months of 1969.

(9) Relations with Province and District authorities continue to be
excellent, and combined operations with Regional and Popular Force units
are regular events throughout the Division area of operation. There were
55 such operations during August 1969. The 4th Infantry Division trains
RF/PF units during these operations and, in addition, conducts an RF/FF
Leadership School at Camp Enari., Facilities for this school, in terms of
classroom/billet facilities and instructional methods, have improved greatly
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during 1969 and receive continued emphasis from the Commanding Gensral, In
the tirst eight months of this year 208 personnel have received instruction
and graduated from the school, Also, during the month of Juns, 12 ARVN
personnel completed two weeks of instruction at Camp Enari in Civic Action
and are now ploneers in the joint CA effort. This latter program is of
great importance in that it marks the first step in transferring CA
responalibility from US to VIETNAMESE resources,

d. Prognosis

Lth Infantry Division operations in support of the Single Var and
Vietnamization Programs increased in number and in scopc during the past
Year. As a result of repeated success, tre VIETNAMESE have shown steadily
increasing acceptance and enthusiasm for the programs. Two aspects of these
programs of particular significance are the tralning in hard skills of
VIETNAMISE personnel, and the increasing willingness of VIETNAMESE headauariers
to inttiate, plan, and control cperations with VIETNAMESE forces in the primary
roie while US forces support.
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4o (C) CIVIL AFFAIRS

The Lth Infantry Division has developed a highly successful Civil
Affairs Program. The Division effectively combines Civic Action and
Pasychological Operations to accomplish our primary goal which is to
create an environment in which the Government of South VIETNAM can
flourish and meet the needs of the people. To this end, the 4th Infantry
Division Civil Affairs activities are based on the following objectives:
win the confidence of the psopls; strengthem and support the Government
of South VIETNAM; provide security ta the civil population; deny the
enemy the support of the civil population and its resources; and impruve
the general economy, health, and education of the population. The Division
Civil Affairs Program euwphasized the "self-help" approach to each of these
stated objectives. It is easantial that the people be personally involved
and wholeheartedly committed to each project. They must be convinced
that they can favorably influence the future through their own efforts.
All Division civil affairs activities are pursued in a manner that willl
bring the civilian population closer to thei ' government. Demonstrated
willingness and ability by the Government oif VIETNAM to assist the people
in improving their way of life inevitably increases public commitment to
the Government.

a, YVillage Consolidiition

(1) In July 1967, a program to consolidate hamlets in the TACR into
large villages was started. The first of these consolidations appeared
at the base of CHI TEH Mountain, at AR 844375, The Division provided
security and transportation to the villagers and entire hamlets were
relocated., Thess relocations were voluntary with the joint approval of the
hamlet chiefs, who selected the location for the consolidation. In November
1968, four consolidations were established composed of 18 ‘amlets, and four
additional consolidations were in progress. Currently, there are 12 con-
solidations and 19 hamlets within the TAOR. By April 1, 1949, over 14,000
MONTAGNARDS had been relocated in consolidated villages.

(2) Results of the hamlet consolidation program were twofold: first,
considerable area was cleared for defensive artillery fire; and second,
the villagers were able to enjoy freedom from enemy intimidation. Additionally,
Division civic action personnel moved into the consolidation to aid in the
upgrading of the social and economic levels of these people, GVN district
and province officials began to introduce programs into the villages desizned
to bring the villagers into contact with the various agenciesz of the GVN,
Village elections were held and a chief was elected and placed on the disr:d:t

payroll,

(3) Village defense forces were established in 11 consolidations,
These pasrsonnel, all volunteers, have been armed and trained by GVN and
have priven themselves able to defend their villages on several occasions.

(4) To augment the Division's effortes to upgrade the educational
level of the people within the consolidated villages, the aid of the GVN
was solicited and ‘received. Schools were built ty the people in each
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consolidation and teachers were provided by GVN. Currently classroom
instructinn is being carried on in all 12 consolidations, thue reducing
illiteracy among the residents of these villages,

(5) 1In July 1969, a group of ARVN NCO's completed a three week
civic action training program at II Corps Headquarters in PLEIKU. These
NCO's were assigned to all lavela of the Ilvision's Civic Action Program.
It is anticipated that on the departure of the Division from the Highlands,
these NCO's will form the nucleus of the ARVN Civic Action Program. The
NCO's have adapted well to fheir new environments and have actively partic-
ipated in the work of the units to which assigned.

(6) GVN involvement in the conzolidated villages in the TACR has
been further evidenced hy the introduction of Revolutionary Develomment
(RD) Cadre into the villages. Thease cadre instruct the villagers on
methods of sanitation, hyglena, and other subjects which are beneficial
to the develomment of a higher standard of living and assist in winning
the people over to the GVN.

(7) Advantages of the Village Consolidation Program. The advantages
of the village consolidation program were many. First and foremost, the
residents of the hamlets could start a new life free from enemy intimidation.
However, there were several additional bsnefits derived from this program.

(a) Prior to the consolidation program, there were in excess of 80
detached hamlets within the boundary of the TAOR. These hamlets were
remote, and often difficult to reach. Consequently, the people were
separated from the GVN, and often the CA teams were "spread thin, each
team covering in excess of three hamlets, and often as many as five. Civic
action projects were, of neceasity, limited to high impact projects that
could be completed in a relatively short period of time. The consolidated
village brought a stabilized and effective civic action program to the

people.

{(b) After the consolidation program was initiated the Division's civic
action toams were able to spend a majority of their time aiding the villagers
in projects of long~term significance. Health, education, construction, and
economic develomment projects were initiated and continuing medical care was -
able to be provided.

(c) Perhaps the most significant benefit of the consolidation program
was the introduction of GVN officials and programs into the develomment of
the villages, No longer located in remots areas, villages soon attaiied the
necessary recognition to qualify for GVN support in areas such as education,
health, political develomment, and security.

() Disadvantages of Village Consolidation. The disadvantages of the
consolidation program were few. Posaibly the most significant problem was
shortage of available rice. Ths increased population density placed a
greater demand on available land. The shortage of rice caused some dis-
gruntlement among the Montagnards and additional food had to be obtained
through GVN agencies, It is anticipeted, though, that the introduction of
two new high yield species of rice, fruit trees, and improved agricultural
techniques will reasolve this problem in the very near future.
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(9) Pre-consolidation Ilanning. At the onset of the consolidation
program, a means to achleve the cooperation of the people in this program
was sought., 8tudies of various alternatives revealed that the people
should select a location for the new consolidation, and that the vite
selected should be near enough to their original home that they would be
able to continue to cultivate their ancestral lands. The hamlet chiefs
agreed on village layout and a plan for the move was agreed upon

(10) Division Support Rendered. Division support to the villages
moving into consolidations was securlty and transportation. Houses were
entirely dismantled, and the aldes, floors, and roofs along with personal
belongings were trucked to the new location. Security forces were placed
in the area to protect the people from enemy lLarassment. After the con-
solidations were established and secured, Division support consisted of
the resident civic action team, usually a force of about "2 wmen, who
eatablished a small compound in the village and provided for security of
the villagers.

(11) Post—consolidation Activities. Nuturally, the greatest strides
in the Division's c¢ivic action program were made subsequent to the con-
solidation of the hamlets. A chain of events, well programmed, and closely
monitored led to vast improvements in the standards of living of these

people.

(a) The first consideration was to provide the residents of theue
villages with security from enemy recruiting and terrorism, Initially,
a perimeter was established and fencing was raised around the village.
Although this initial effort was minimal; it was the first step in denying
the enemy the resources to which they had been accustomed - the people
and their food,

1 After the village was fortified, a civic action team moved into
the village to provide initial security to the people., Artillery Defensive:
Targets were plotted and confirmed around the villages.

2 Personnel were recruited to form a voluntary Peoples' Self Defense
Force within the village. The PSDF was trained and weapons were provided
by the district. These weapons ranged from the Mi6 to the shotgun., As
allocations were receilved, village PSDF members were recruited into the
Popular Forces and were given formal training and upgraded wespons.

To date, 11 of the consolidated villages have PSDF armed and
employed on the village perimeters, and six of the villages have FF elemc .ts
in residence or on duty during hours of darkness, On several occasions,
these security elements have proven themselves capable of repul.ing ensmy
attempts to breash the perimeter.

() Along with village security requirements the establishment of a
resident civic action team was considered of primary importance. This
team, composed of approximately 12 men, took up residence in the village,
becoming an integral, but inconspicuous part of the village society. This
concept has proven extremely successful in gaining the support of the
people because the team endures many of the same hardships as the people.
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One of the primary advantages of this concept is the presence of the
tean regardless of weather or enemy activity. Projects of long-range
scopo could be accomplished and participation by the people was
encouraged.

(12) Village elections were considered an integral part of the
establishment of the democratic process in the newly consolidatel villages.
A village chlef was elected by popular vote under the supervision of the
GVN and once elected, became a governmental representative paid by the
district government., He further represented the village when soliciting
materials from GVN, and supervised the administration of the village
council of which he is the chairman.

(13) As soon as the hamlets were moved, long-range projects were
started in the consolidation. These projucts may be subdivided into the
following genvral categorlies: construction, agriculture, health, animal
husbandry, and educatlonal develoment.

(d) Initially, construction projects were oricnted towards improvement
of village security and providing for the immediate needs of the people.
The perimeter was built, using the materials available from GVN and Division
resources. A village labor force was assembled to do the actual work under
the close supervision of US personnel. Bunkers were btuilt on the perimeier
and access gates to the village were built as directed by the chief. As
the perimster was being established, other members of the CA team were
supervising the construction of a MEDCAP shelter, a waterpoint (spillway),
or one of several other projects needed by the peopls.

(r) After the initial needs of the people were met, construction
projects were initiated which were geared to the improvement of existing
facilities to improve the health, sanitation, and education of the people.
Usually one of the first projects was the establishment of a fuil size
dispensary, Once again, the people were enjoined to provide the labor
under the supervision of the CA team. By utilizing local labor, emphasis
was placed on the "self-<help" concept and the villagers learned to work
with tools and materials with which they were not familiar. Pride in
the completion of these many construction projects was evident and village
ceremonies were held to mark the completion of these projects.

(¢) One other significant construction project was the establishment
of a council house in the village. The council house was constiructed of
native materials and 1s the seat of the village government. Here the
chief and elders gather to discuss village projects and problems,

{#) Additional projects included the construction of a school, rozis
and bridges, fences arcund the houses, and cattle and pig pens. As with
other projects, theze were based on the "self-help" principle and the use
of new mate: .als and tools was taught to the villagers by the CA team.
Chiefs were encouraged to evaluate village needs and determine which projects
they desired to implement,

i (e) The Division has also conducted an extensive program to improve
the agricultural techniques and diet of the people.
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1 In July and August 1969, 10,000 fruit trees of six varieties were
provided by the GVN for gratis distribution to the inhabitants of the
consolidated villages of the TAOR. The people were given instruction in
the planting and care of the trees. When these bear fruit, they will
provide a supplement to the diet, and a moans of further developing
economic independence.

2 1n several villages of the TACR, exporimental gardens have been
astablished. Seeds have beon obtained from GVN and distributed to the
villages. Gardening techniques have beon introduced and the people have
been encouraged to maintain individual plots. As well as providing
vegetables to complement the diest of the people, this project is the
wherewithall tc determine which vegetables will flourish in the Highlands.

3 In order to provide protein to the diet of the MONTAGNARD, fishpondy
have been constructed in the villages of the TAOR. These ponds were con-
structed adjacent to the village waterpoint, and fertilization techniques
woere taught to the MONTAGNARDS. GVN has prerided fingerlings to stock
the ponds, and ilfs anticipated that the fish will also prove to be an
additional means to develop the economy of the people.

(f) Health and sanitation projects have also been initiated by the
CA teams residing in the villages. These projects included the building
of latrines, clean-up progrems in the villages, sanitation, innoculations
against disease, and hyglene training. These projects were closely
monitored by Division medical personnel to ensure that programs were
complete and high standards were maintained.

(g) Animal husbandry projects were carried out in the villages to
improve the health of cattle and livestock. Innoculations were administereq
and livestock was sprayed for ticks and lice. Cattle pens were built to
keep the cattle from roaming freely through the villages. Although villagenms
regarded some profects with skepticism, they soon realized the need for and
benefits of the projects and cooperated wholeheartedly.

(h) Educational programs were developed in the consolidations. Ae
the villages were deemed secure, schools were built and members of the
CA teams functioned as part-time teachers. Although there was a language
problem, interpreters were able to provide the necesasary translations of
the lessons. In several villages, a teacher was sought within the village,
was hired, and was pald by the Division Chaplain‘ts Fund. In August 1969,
teachers were licensed by the GVN and assigned to teach at thesc schools.
These teachers were placed on the GVN payroll. Currently, each consolidatiem
has a school, and a certified teacher furnished by GVN,

(14) Due to the prevalent attitudes concerning the MONTAGNARD, his
remoteness from the VIETNAMESE population centers, and his self-sufficiency,
there were few attempts mude to increase his economic standards. To over-
come this, several of the Division's proJects have been geared to have a
secondary result, the ability to market commodities in excess of their
needs. In two villages, ammnall VIETNAMESE-operated stores have been estab-
1lished to introduce monetary trade into the village. Although marketable
items at present consist mostly of artifacts,.the’increase in the rice
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harvest from the introduction of IR-5 and IR-8, two newly developed high
Yield varieties, and the fish from the village ponds should prove marketable
in the next 6 to 12 montis. ' .gotiations are currently underway to acquire
stall space in the FLE XU market for the sale of commodities and artifacts
by the MONTAGNARIS.

(a) As in many parts of the Republic of VIFTNAM, the "Miracle Rices"
IR-5 and IR-8, were introduced intos the BAHNFR and JARAI villages in the
vicinity of Camp knari during 1969. What is unique in the 4th Division's
prograr is the msticulous collection of data on each individual plot as
woll as the project as a whole, and the gradual, step by step approsch
to introducing improved agricultural techniques to the two MONTAGNARD
tribes involved. The pllot plots now under cultivation are being used as
a training vehicle to show the tribesmen the advariages of both the new
techniques as well as the IR-5/IR-8 seed varieties. These pllot plots are
located ameng fields under cultivation using traditional techniques and
seed varjeties. Since the IR-~5/IR-8 plots «ill be ready to harvest tnree
or four wesks prior to the surrounding fields, t! p-nblem of collecting
the villagers to demonstrate the advantages of improved seed and methods
will be greatly eased. This year's crop will be entrusted to the village
and hamlet chiefs as seed rice for next year's planting. Thus, the program
will sxtend over an eighteen month period before any significant increase in
total production is realized. However, the long term benefits, both economic
and educational, should this program succeed,are tremendous, and well worth
the expenditure of time and effort made to , organize, and monitor the
program, Initial planning and organizing was begun in February 1969, and
the program has enjoyed the aotive support of the command since that time.
Through this program we hops to deny the enemy one of his most fertile
areas of exploitstion — hunger —— and ths resulting estrangement from the
Government of the Republic of VIETNAM.

(b) Primitive sgricultural techniques and tools have historically
linited the agriculiural activity of the Highland tribes., Even under the
most favorable conditions the output of food staples has been at mere
subsistence levels, When the Humlet Consolidation Program in the 4th
Infantry Division's TACR was executed, it increased the per capita demand
on the avaliable rice flelds. Traditional rice varieties and agricultural
methods offered the MONTAGNARDS nothing except near starvation and the
dispai,, resentment, and eventual turmoil that follows. The so-called
"Miracle" species of rice hive a yleld per acre potential at le&st three
times that of those varieties currently under cultivation in the PLEIXU
area, Since rice is the dietary siaple of the local population, the
economic potentisl of widespread cultivation of IR-5 and/or IR-8 is
tremendous.

(c) Initially coordination was effectec with CORDS, the Ministry of
Ethnic Minorities, and Ministry of Agriculture, USATD, and the Intermational
Rice Research Institute in MAXITA. From these sources came the necessary
technical information and resources to initiate a pllot program. Agencies
of the Government ¢! ths Republic of VIEINAM supplied the seed rice and
fertilizers, Valuable background and technical edvice arrived from the
Rice Institute, end USAID furnished detalled, sequential guidance in the
raising of Miracle Rice, The program for CY 1969 purposely involved a
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limited amount of land. Ten of twelve consolidated villages in the 4th
Division's TAOR established small IR-5/IR-8 plots. The total area put
under cultivatioun is approximately one hectare, the majority of it being
planted in IR-5. By keeping the plots small two important benefits were
accrued. First, the individual plots could be closely and continuously
monitored. Trouble spots could be quickly analyzed and treated. Also,
in the case of failure, the economic effects on the village would be
minimal. Through meetings and discussion with village leaders and
inhabitants, the program was made known to the people, and those
individuals willing to innovate were found and brought voluntarily intc
the program. The real success of.the program is dependent on the yields
of the pilot fields. Should these fields succeed the more innovative of
the MONTAGNARDS will hopefully devote a significant portion of the village
fields to IR-5 and IR-8 next year. If this happens, the program should
sell itselt.

(d) There was a moderate amount of initial resistance and numerous
"Doubting Toms" among the MONTAGNARD villagers to some of the techniques
being introduced including use of s~ed beds, transplanting, row planting,
use of insecticides -- in short a whole new methodology of cultivation.
However, this resistance was less than anticipated and proved to be only
a minor problem with the pilot plots under cultivation,

(e) Given some luck -- particularly in terms of favorable weather
and few insects -- the yield may well be four times that of surrounding
fields.

(15) GVN involvement in the villages of the TAOR has increased
rapidly. Province and district officials have taken great care and
interest since the population is now centralized. Due to the size of
the viliages, they now qualify for GVN RD programs and village self
development funds. Frequent visits to villages by GVN representatives
are common occurreices. In addition RD Cadre have beern assigned in
four villages and PF elements have been recruited and trained for six
villages. As funds are available, these programs will be esnlarged to
encompass the entire TAOR.

b. Civic Action.

Division Civic Action teams have participated in aggressive programs
in both the forward areas and the TAOR.

(1) Forward Area Civic Action.

tactical operations. Due to the constant shifting of units, activities
must be limited to MEDCAP's; short term, high impact projects; and
face-to-face psychological operations.

(a) The largest forward area program is centered in the AN KHE area,
in the vicinity of Camp Radc.iff. The lst Brigade has in excess of 10
teams participating in civic action on a daily basis. Since this is a
well defined, semipermanent installation, and involves a large population

center, projects are more permanent in nature. On a daily basis, the
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1st Brigade treats approximately 2,000 patients under the Medical Civic
Action Program. In additicn, they provide support to the AN TUC Dispensary,

a large, well equipped district health center in AN KHE.

*) Until mid-September, the 2d Brigade's Civic Action Program was
centered in KONTUM Province. In this area of operationp) thers were no
major pupulation centers. The hamlets were remolely located and the
ma jority of the population was MONTAGNARD. 2d Brigade activities
included the Medical Civic Action Program and projects of high impact
and reluatively short duration. They further engaged in FSYOP during the
conduct of civic action activities,

(¢) The 3d Brigade is centered in the area with the least population.
Civic action activities are more permanent, and projects in the villages
are of long term nature. Due to the proximity of the THANH AN District
Headquarters, GVN support is sought and received on a relatively large
seals,

(1) The purpose of the forward area CA program is to win the con-
fidence of the pesople, encourage their support of the GVN, and discourage
their support of enemy activities.by providing i.u.:.ation on changes in
enemy xituation, caches, and movement of enemy units.

(¢) Statistical Summary of Civic Action Activities, The following
data provides information on the Division's Civic Action Program during
the period 1 December 1968 through 31 August 1969:

{1j The civic action teams of the Division have spent 57,993 man-
days (10 hour days) engaged in civie action activities,

(1) Commodities distributed have had a plaster value of 18,071,127$VN,

{}) The Division has expended 801,656$VN from the US/FWMAF Civic
Action/PSYWAR Imprest Fund in support of civic action projects.

(4) The Division has conducted 2% of all civic action activities
in conjunction with other FWMAF, 5.8% in conjunction with RVNAF, and
1.35¢ with US civilian voluntary agencies. 83.68% of all projects were
conducted with the people under the "self-help" program.

(5) The breakout of the Civic Action Program shows Division
participation in the following areas:

s Economic Development., Includes agriculture, Man-Days $W
fisneries, markets, cottage industries; and other
activities involving production and distribution of A
product.s, 6,320 2,04 ,886

b Educstion. Includes all activities
involving the increase and improvement of
school facilities and classroom or other group
instruction, 4,28l 1,383,788

¢ Social Welfare., Includes all assistance
to hospitals, refugees, exchanges, religious
organizations and other institutions, groups,
or individuals. 19,710 6,441,968
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Man-Days $VN

d Transportation. Includes all
activities that improve or increase modes
of transportatiorn, e.g., roads, bridges, and
watervays. 2,401 1,246,392

« The Division assisted an average of 1L schools, 8 hospitals/
dispensaries, 2 orphanages, and 1 leper colony on a monthly basis.

£ While participating in Civic Action activities, Division
personnel distributed the following quantities of commodities listed:

Food 76,603 1bs.
Clothing 24,830 1lba,
Health items (soap, etc) 18,474 lbs.

g Division medical personnel treated 565,069 psrsons with excess
medical supplies under the Medical Civic Action Programs.

c¢. Psychological Operation.

The Division's Psychological Operations Program has been conducted in
an aggressive manner, Division assets were combined with assets of Company B,
8th PSYOP Battalion; 9th Special Operations Squadron (USAF); GVN agencies;
and JUSPAO,

(1) TACR Psychological Operations. In the TAOR, PSYOP was used to
instruct the people and gain solidarity for GVN. Cultural Drama Teams
from PLEIKU Province and Audio/Visual Teams from Company B, 8th PSYOP
Battalion and the Ath Infantry Division supported these programs. Posters
and leaflets were handed out to the villagers during the visits, VIS
had constructed an "office" in each of the consolidated villages and
visits each village an average of once each week, PSYOP assets have also
been used to support elections in the villages, providing information on
the election, and inducing the villagers to cast their votes. These
programs have proved effective and were well received by the villagers.

-(2) Forward Area Psychological Operations. The majority of the
Division's PSYOP Program was conducted in support of tactical operations
in the forward areas. Each brigade has a PSYOP Officer and an orgaalc
loudspeaker team furnished by Company B, 8th PSYOP Battalion. Brigades
request their own lsaflet drops, sirborne loudepeaker broadcasts and
utilizes its loudspeaker assets on the ground as determined by the
commansder,

(3) Psychological Operations Assets. PSYOP assets available to or
attached to the Division are:

(a) One Audio/Visual Team composed of a team leader from the 4th
Infantry Division, a team member from Company B, 8th PSYOP Battalion and
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a Kit Careon Scout, This team is organic to the G5 Office and is moved

as required within the Division's area of operations. The team is used

to show movies and make appeals to the inhabitants of villages and hamlets
in forward areas to support the cause of the GVN and report enemy activities
to US or ARVN forces, While on a mission, the hamlet and team are provided
security by the unit being supported and the villagers have the freedom to
attend these presentations without fear of enemy harassment or intimidation,

(b) Two additional Audio/Visual Teams are available to the Division
from Company B, 8th PSYOP Battalion. One {eam is attached to the PLEIKU
Province Headquarters and one is attached to the KONTUM Province Headquarters.
These teams, although in direct support of the Province Chiefs, may be used
by the Division on an on-call basis.

(c) Three ground Loudspeaker Teams are attached to the Division from
Company B, 8th PSYOP Battalion., These teams are attached to the Brigade
PSYOP Officer where they are used in support of tactical operations.

Their effectiveness to provide PSYOP support duri- : contacts, has induced
several enemy soldiers to return to the GUVN under the auspices of the CHIEU
HOI Program., A particularly effective method of employment is during
cordon and search operations where they can appeal to the calmmess of the
people, instruct them on the required conduct, and explain to them the
programs of the GVN.

(d) leaflets and tapes for PSYOP missions are provided by Company B,

dth PSTYOP Battalion and JUSPAO. Company B has an extensive printing capability

and produces the bulk of the Division's leaflets. They also stock national
leaflets which are provided on request., Propaganda develomment personnel
from Company B and the 20th POLWAR Battalion evaluate Division leaflets and
insure that GVN policy with regard to propaganda is followed.

(e) leaflet drops and airborne tape/speaker missions are flown by
the 9th Special Operations Squadron using 0-2B and C47 aircraft. Preplans
are provided by the Division on a daily basis and quick reaction misaions
may be called in any time,

(£) Cultural Drama Teams from PLEIKU Province are programed to support
the Division. ‘These teams are used mostly within the TAOR, but have also
been used in support of operations in the forward areas, These teams
present music, comedy, skits, and short plays which promulgate the GVN cause
a8 well as entertain the people.

(g) Armed Propaganda Teams from the Province CHIEU HOI Center have
been used td support the Division PSYOP Program. These people, former
enemy who rallied to the GVN, contact families of enemy soldiers and
explair. the benefits of the CHIEU HOI Program by relating their personal
experience: > enemy soldiers and as HOI CHANH. They have also been used
in support ¢ elections. These teams are highly mobile and well armed
vhich allows them to go into areas normally inaccessible to small units.
They have proven to be extremely effective in the conduct of the CHIEU
HOI Program. ,
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©+) The "Early Word" airborne radio/loudspeaker system has been
employed successfully by Division units. This unique system is employed
by units for quick reactiaon appsals to enemy soldiers. The most effective
uas of this system is the exploitation of HOI CHANH's voice. Also,
becauss of the rapid response, the Political Officer is denied the time
to cast doubt about the fate of the rallier,

(4) Psychological Operations Campaigns

(a) Two PSYOP campaigns have been conducted during the mcnths of
August and September 1969 in the areas along Highway QL 19E and L 14.
These intensive face-to-face PSYOF campaigns weres targeted at contested
and euxuy controlled villages and hamlets and were programmed to reduce
enwny aining incidents and interdiction of these vitulL lines of commini-
setion. Audio/Visual Teams, leaflets and posters, and civie action
ast vitiws were combined to accomplia®, thuse missions., VIS participation
was solitited and received. People weres encouraged to support the GV,
deny the enemy access to their fcod and .« Thing of thelr peopls, and
indu¢s them to report enemy activity to Gy or S wnits. Results
¢ thew) programs are already starting to filter in. The village of
KO CHARA{L) (BR 182529) was the first of the targeted himlets to provids
acierese resalis,

b} On 12 September 1969, a VC District Chief and five membars of
his staff visited KON CHARA (15 demanding food for hiv trocps, He
instruttaed the villagers to have the food ready in two nours and departec
the village. On his return, the villagers of XON CHARA (1) overwhelmeu
the VC force, killing the VC leader and capturing his people . 27.:ix
wenpons. The village was presented a Lth Infantiry Division Certi?.-.ate
of Achdevement for their heroism, Other targeted villages have alsc
started to take definite action to curb enemy activity and enemy mining
incider:.@ and interdiction of these routes have been sharply cuctatied.

(5) Statistical Summary of Psychological Opsrations Astivitice,
A summary of PSYOP activities for the period 1 December 1968 thr: igi
1 September 1969 follows:

(a) Leaflst Drops {Monthly Totals):

1 Month Number Dropped
December 79,004,000
January 75,239,000
February 66,640,000
March 70,832,000
April 65,230,000
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¥onth
May

June
July

August

Number Dropped
72,080,000
87,740,000
67,940,000
67,940,000

(b) Airborne Speaker Time (Monthly Totals):

Total Hours

Devember

January

Fetiruary

NVAL
64:15

L.l

Mameth
April
May
June
July

August

33:35
47:50
57:39
97:30
67:35.. ..
108:15

(¢} Ground Speaker Time (Monthly Totals):

Month

Total Hoursa

Dezember
Janvary

February

NVAL
NVAL
NVAL

Mgrech
Aprdl
Moy
Juie
July
August

L4230
38:22
50:10
~ 90:15
-101;:15

240:13
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(¢) Movie Time and Attendance (Monthly Totals):

Month Total Houre Attepdance
December 35:00 10,100
January 51:00 16,425
February 25:00 6,267
March 33:35 5,945
April 48:10 1,160
May 61:36 15,22
Jume 54:12 15,419
July T4:10 17,2177
August 6l 245 18,033

(7) A direct result of the Division's Psychologica!l Operations ia
roflected in the following figures of HOY CHANH's:

HOI CHANHS
1 Jan 69 - 18 Oct 69
PLEIKU BINH DINH KONTUM

1 Jan - 16 Aug 290 381 189
17 « 23 Aug 6 21 16
2 = 30 Aug 27 21l 2l
31 Aug -~ 6 Sep 23 2 3
7 =13 Sep 8 31 5
14 - 20 Sep 18 12 ¢
21 - 27 Sep 1 29 ¢
28 Sep - L Oct 16 31 g
o =11 Oct 18 15 ¢
TomAL o=t ﬁ | % 53'%% 1,383

4d Kit Carson Scout Program.

The 4th Infantry Division is also a participant in the Kit Carson
Scout Program. The purpose of this program is to hire a former VC/MVA
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to perform as scouts and guidos for maneuver units of the Lth Infantry
Diviaion. The Scout's experiences as a former VC/NVA enables him to
detect mines, booby-traps, and enemy positions far ahead of his American
comrades, This fact alone has saved many American lives. In additiom,
individual bravery on the field of battle by Kit Carson Sc¢outs has
brought great credit upon themsolves and their compatriots. The Ath
Infantry Division has recommended two Scouts for the highest valor
award they may receive -~ the Silver Star. Both of these awards were
approved by USARV.

Statistical Summary, December 1968 -— August 1969
Number of K03 employed on 1 December 1968 ™
Number of K{® recruited during period 149
Nurber of KOS WIA 5
Nimtar of KCS KIA o4
Nupber of KC3 MIA . 0
Nurber of KCS AWOL during period 32
Ku.ber of KCS terminated during period 60
Number of KCS employed on 21 August 1969 162

e, ARVN Dependent Housing

{1} On 6 December 1968, a mecting was called by the CG, IFFV, and
a plan wae discussed which tasked all major US unita to provide materials
and technical support for an ARVN dependent housing program. ARVN units
weare to furmnish all labor and perform all construction for the project.
Materiais issued siers to be salvage or excess materials. The Lth Infantry
Mvision wae tasked to support the 42d ARVN Regiment, the 3d Armored
Cavalry Squadron, and the 2d Ranger Group.

(2) ©On 25 January 1969, a meeting was called again by the CG, IFFV,
and housing requirements were established. The total requirement for
"self-help" housing for Division supported units was:

UNTT Family Units
42d Regimemt 1,080
2d Banger Group 294
34 Armored Cavalry 250

(a) 42d ARVN Regiment., The 42d Regiment had by far the largest
requirement for dependent housing. In January 1969, sites were sslected
at PLEIKU, KONTUM, and TANH CANH for the conatruction gf the houwses.

The sites were inspected by Division representatives to insure that
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adequate drainage existed. A standard JG8 hollow-block building was
selected, each bullding containing 10 family units. the month
of Januu'y, a 10 unit building wvas started. On 14 A 1969, the
first building in FLEIKU was occupied. By 2 July 1969, two 10 unit
buildings had been completed by the lst Battalion., When the unit
was moved, the buildings were allocated to a PF unit in PIEIKU, In
August the first building was started in KONTUM.

(b) 2d Ranger Group. The depsndent housing area is located
adjecent to BIEN HO Lake, northeast of PIEIKU City. A total of 194
units sre required under the "self-help" program. The goal for CY
1969 was to provide materials for 50 family units. By the end of
March, two buildings were under constructic.. As construction pro-
gressed, materials were made available so that construction could
continue uninterrupted. During April 1969, two additional buildings
were started, These were all five family buildings, however, they
were modified and converted to the standard 10 unit buildings in
April, In June a third 10 unit building was started and the first
building was complete in July. Currently there are 22 completed
units and work is progressing on additional units.

(¢) 3¢ Amored Cavalry Squadron., The 3d Armored Cavalry Squadron,
located in PIEIKU City, started construction of housing in April 1969,
with one five unit building. This building was completed and occupied
in July, To date; additional sites are being prepared for future
construstion.

(3) Use of PR Labor.

During the month of March 1969, liaison was established with II Corps
to ascertain the feasibility of using PW labor for the production of
cement blocks. As a result of this liaison, an agreement was msde to
sllow PWs to work making blocks, providing the Division furmished the
machines and cement. A representative of CORDS, IFFV provided training
and block production was started on 15 April 1969. Units which were
supported by the Division were allocated blocks commensurate with their
own production. This action, in part; relieved the wnits of providing
large work forces which were invariably discontinued vhen tactical
opsrations or cther commitments so: dictated,
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5. (C) Organisation and Treining.
a. Toest and evaluation of New Equipment.

(1) The R&D program was a continuing project that varied from 4 to §
items to as high as 30 to be evaluated at any ons time. The period used to
evaluate an item normally ran from 30 to 60 days. In most cases HQS USARV
furnished New Equipment Treining Teams (NETT) to conduct the required
training on the new equipment. In the absence of such an item it was neces-
sary for the R&D Officer to conduct neceesary training from whatever litera-
ture was available.

(2) Processing ENSURE Requests. A great deal of emphasis was placed on
this program and the field was actively encouraged to suggeat improvemenis
and new items of equipment. Input from the units in the field with appro-
priate justification was prepared by the R&D Officer. 3ome items obtained
through the ENSURE program were: .

(a) Carbide Tipped Chain Saws.

(b) Mine Rollers.

(c) Discreet Hamlet Signaling Device.

b. Projects Recently Completed or Under Evaluation:

(1) M72A1E1 LAW: Completed 31 July 1969. This weapon has proven to be
a vast improvement over the former M72 in the area of durability and ease
with which it can be recocked. Four battalions tested this weapon for 90
days. . : .

(2) XM203 Grenade Launcher: Completed 31 July 1969. This weapon was
used for sixty days against area and point targets at a normal range of 100
meters. It was more versatile than the M79, and was extremely accurate., A
few disadvantages encountered were that it was heavier and more bulky than
the M79, the plastic hand guard and the battlesight broke easily, &Ad it
required the grenadiers to carry p heavier basie load. .

(3) Uniform, Improved Mosquitc Protection: The test on this item was
completed on 1 fugust 1969. Due to combat conditions the uniform did not
recelve a fair test and should be tested in a more controlled area such as
the Canal Zone. Some of the comments from the 1-35 Inf were as follows:
The close weave of the uniform reduced ventilation and caused heat problems
during hot weather. The uniforms were heavy wher wet, and required many
hours to dry even in hot weather. The unit's malaria rate was reduced
during the last 30 days period of the test, but the Battalion Commander
stated that he felt it was due to command emphasis and not to the uniform.

CONFIDENTIAL

—




CONFIDENTIAL

(4) Mine Roller for M-48 Tank. The Division has two of these at the
present time and has found them to be highly successful. They hava deto-
nated two mines of approximately 20 pounds with no damage or casualties to
the tank or crew. There were maintenance problems but these hzve besen over-~
come. Six more have been requested and delivery should be completed in
December.1969. '

1

(5) Marginal Terrain Assault Bridge: The evaluation on this item began
14 July to 14 September 1969. Our 2-8 Inf (Mech) was very pleased with this
item of equipment and made the following comments: _

(a) During the dry season the assault bridge can go anywhers the M1l3Al
can, .

(b) During the wet season the mobility is limited because of its weight.

(¢) It was determined that during the monsoon season when the bridge
wa3 in the down position, because of its weight, it would shift position in
extremely muddy areas when track vehicles attempted to cross over the
bridge.

(d) The assault bridge cannot bridge gaps in excess of 30 feet.
"(e) Both wheeled and track vehicles crossed the bridge.

() During the test period maintenance was effectively accomplished by
. the battalion maintenance section.

~

(g) Operators were easily and affectively trained at.company level.

(6) Anti-Oscillation Sighting System: This item was a set of binoculars
mounited in OH6A and UH1 aircraft with a motion compensation gyro device to
eliminate all shaking so the observer can adjust artillery fire or just
observe clearly at what he is looking. There are now six in the Division
and the evaluation has just been completed. Acceptance is recommended.

(7) M=79 Ammo Vest: This proved to be a very useful item of equiprent.
Troops like ib; ammo is readily available to the individual wearing it; and
the arrangemert of pouches is not blocked by TA-50, and the vest has good
ventilation,

(8) XM191 Multi Shot Flame Weapon:: Some problems were encountered with
this weapon initially. During the initial test firing by the NETIT and our
Chemical Section a misfire occurred. While trying to unload t™e weapon a
round fired, slightly injuring two msn. It was determined that the problem
lay in the firing mechaniam. The launchers were returned to Edgewood Arsenal
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along with the damaged launcher. The weapon arrived back in country on
18 October 1969. A successful test firing and training period was conducted.
The weapon is now out to battalions for field testing.

(9) Frag Ma Cord XM37: A limited test was performed in 1967, but due to
lack of enemy activity at that time, it did not receive a thoroug.u evalua-
tion. Fragmacord i{s a linear anti-personnel munition. Fragmacord mines
consist of 30 foot lengths of flexible explosive cord 4 inch in diameter
with 1 inch rings spaced £ inch apart. In laboratory tests the Jethal ares
was determined to be 100 feet in-~all directions, but the danger zone extends
well beyond this. The following are some su iacted usess

(a) Placed in a ditch where the enemy is expected to take cover, prior
to an attack, and detonated remotoly.

(b) Attaching several cords together and emplaced around the entire
perimeter either on the ground or in the trees. Primed to detonate all at
once or in sections.

(c) Booby trap trails by cutting into emaller sections and wrap ‘around
tree trunks waist high. Rig with a trip wire.

(d) Use as an improvised hand grenads. Coil or ball the strips and
attach blasting cap with short piece of safoty fuse,

(10) M48A3 Tank M1 Commanders Cupola: Due in October. We will receive
12 of these items.

(11) V100 Commando Car (ENSURE): This vehicle has proven to be of reat
value to the 4th Infantry Division Military Police in convoy security. Five
have been received and fiv: ore are due in on 1 November.

(12) Arpa Big Screen Night Viewer (ENSURE 276): A 22# pair of binocu-
lars that will allow the naked eye to see 2s well as on a bright moonlite
night. Since the mechanism is very delicate, it will be used on the bunkep
line at base camp. The Divisicn will receive four viewsrs.

(13) Variable Body Armor. This is a vest type individual armor that
utilizesz ceramic plates for protection; scheduled iasue is 30 November 1969.
Its primary use will be for convoy personnel duve to the extreme weight:
approximately 52 pounds, '

(14) Discreet Hamlet Signaling Device. This is a device which enables
indigenous personnel to alert the 4th Infartry Division (ICC) that they
require some sort of assistance dus to enemy activity. The device itself is
a small transmitter, which, when activatad, sends a signal to a command
board in ICC., It is given (two per village) to individuals selected by G2.
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There have been difficulties in several areas: battery life is short and it
is subject to dampness. Teusting began on 8 July 1969, and will continue
until 15 November 1969.

b. Tralning.

(1) Although the Ath Infantry Division has been engaged in combat for
the past thres years, it became quickly apparcnt that there was a need for a
continuing training program. The 4th Training Detachment was organized from
the Division‘s assets to meet the training requirements. Training programs
were instituted teo teach special skills required for operations in the Cen-
tral Highlands.

(2) Replacement training is designed to bridge the gap between CONUS
training and the requirements of the 4th Infantry Division in VIETNAM. Two
cycles are completed each week. Division replacements average in excess of
2,000 each month. The emphasis in training is on map reading, patrolling,
warksmanship, artillery adjustment, enemy tactics and lessons learned. The
course is not designed to give the replacement specific training such as
received in basic training but to reinforce his previous training and ease
his transition into a combat environment. Field grade officers review the
program of instruction, and select subjects in which they desire refresher
training.

(3) The Noncommissioned Officer Combat Leadership course is designed to
prepare selocted enlisted men for leadership positions in combat at the fire
team; squad and platoon level. The course is mot an NCO Academy as such but
is designed tu meet the leadership requirements for combat units. Each
cycle is two weeks in duration and has an average input of 30 students.
Emphasis is placed upon leadership and tactics.

(4) The Pre-Rsconde course is designed to prepare personnel as Rangers
and secondly for the MACV Recondo School. Most studente are trained to
become Rangers with the Long Range Patrol Company; however, it is not
limited to these personnel only. All units within the Divisicn have a
patrolling responsibility, and the skills taught in the course &re resadily
used by all combat personnel. In addition, a special course was designod
for basc camp personnel to teach the skills necessary to conduct patrols in
the TAOR. Emphasis is placed vpon map reading, patrolling, artillery
adjustment; : ! physical training.

(5) In order to enhance sniper operations in the Division, a two week
course was designed to train marksmen from each maneuver unit. Each student
is armed with an accurized “M-14 rifle with a sniper scope mounted. This
weapon 1s retained by the individual when he completes the course and
returns to his unit.
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(6) The Regional Force/Popular Force Leadership course was designed to
train RF/PF officers and noncommuissioned officars for leadsrship positions.
One cycle of twelve days duration is conducted each month with an input of
up to 50 lieutenants, warrant officers and aspirants or 50 NCO's. Emphasis
is placed upon leadership, tactics, weapons, fire support, map reading and
new US equipment to be issued to the RF/FF units.

(7) The Kit Carson training program was designed to prepare VIET CONG
and North VIETNAMESE Ammy ralliers for integration into the US combat uaits.
The twelve day course is normally conducted alternately with one RF/PF
course. Kamphasis is placed upon Bnglish, US tactics, and use and care of US

weapons and equipment.

(8) In addition, the 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery conducts a mortar
school to train proficient mortarmen for the maneuver units of the Division.
The course, ten days in duration, normally trains 25 mortarmen per clacs.

(9) A twelve day reconnaissance platoon course was established in
April. This course is designed to provide refresher training for TOE reccn-
naissance platoons. Patrolling techniques, map reading, artillery adjust-
ment and communications are emphasized. To date, six platoons have com-
pleted the course.

L1
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6. (C) AIR CAVALRY

a. Method of Employment: Troops were employed as an organic part of
the squadron and as a separate troop in direct support of the Three brigades
of the Division. To accomplish its mission the troop was employed in air
cavalry operationa, limited aiwmobile operations, cordon and search, and
downed aircraft and rescue operations.

b. Results: Air Gavalry haps been credited with over A% of the con-
firmed enemy dead of the Division and an unknown amount of enemy wounded.
Bunker complexes, rest stations, and one NVA training ares have been located
and destroyed. These were inaccessible to ground elements. Both individual
and crew served wesapons have been captured by the troops.

¢, New Tactics:

(1) Bmployment of an UH-1H as a "chase" aircraft, equipped with a
McGuire Recovery Rig. This aircraft was responsible for map reading, radio
relay, situation reports and primarily for immediate rescue for downed scout
crewe.

(2) Employing Snoopy with the air cavalry enables it to cover a much
larger area. Snoopy covers the area and then the alr cavalry makes a
detsiled search of specific points of interest.

(3) A daily check was made to determine if any agents, POW's, or Hoi
Chanhs were willing to identify.kmown or suspected enemy locations. The Air
Cavalry would fly these volunteers to confirm these areas of enemy activity,
as part of their daily missions,

(4) Cordon and search operations were conducted by inserting the
Aero-Rifle Flatoon the evening prior to the cordon, at least two kilometers
from the intended target. A fake extraction is made and the platoon moves
under the cover of darimess to cut off all exits from the target prior to
daylight. At daylight, the area scouts and a fire team arrive over the
target. The rifle platoon is already in blocking positions to. capture, if
possible, or to kill any enemy flushed from the target village.

d, Lessons Learned:

(1) Aero Scouts should 1y in pairs, or three's and when arriving over
& suspected enemy location, should keep their air speed up until 1t is

determined if the hidden enemy wants to fight immediately or if they have o

be routed out. This eliminates unuecéssary exposing of aircraft and the
crews,

(2) Prior coordination with the main ground element to facilitate
immedists reaction in contacts is a mmat.

L2
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(3) Weather and cloud ceilingare the biggest limiting factors due to
the sercdynamic characteristics of the AH-1G which is used to support the
scouts. Low ceiling will not allow the AH-1G time to place effective fire
on a point target.

(4L) When a reaction force is designated to reinforce the Aero-Rifle
Platoon, direct coordination must be effected with that unit to prevent any
misunderstanding and facilitate immediate availability of that unit in the
event of a contact larger than the platoon can handle.

(5) Mixed loads of ordnance to be carried on the AB-1G should vary with
the terrain in which they are operating.

(6) When units, not exceeding one company, are inserted to reinforce
the ARP, they should be placed under the command of the Air Cavalry Com-
manding Officer since he is familiar with the activity on the ground and the
immediate friendly/enemy situation.

(7) Maximum prior planning of Air Cavalry operations should be made at
brigade and higher to prevent loss of valuable daylight time on maximum
dates.

(8) The NVA in the area of observation in the past have been reluctant
to initiate firs on the Air Cavalry. When they do, the areas adjacent to
the contact should not be avoided or neglected. On numerous occasions it is
felt that 3 or 4 NVA kept us in contact while a larger force escaped
undetected.

(9) The Aero-Rifle Platoon and jump CP from the Air Cavalry should be
staged at the closest secure area available to the area of observation to
facilitate immediate response to a sighting or contact made by the scouts.

o. Recommendations and Comments:

(1) The Air Cavalry Troop is most effective when employed as a combined
arms team with a ground element.

(2) Commanders should not fragment the troop, i.e. borrow the UH-1lH's
for another mission while the troop is conducting an operation. The time
required to rugain control of the lift capability to insert the Aero-Rifle
Platoon allows the enemy too much time to escape.

(3) The troop mission should not be changed from one brigade to another

in a day unless there is a contact. Too much time loss occura: due to
moving from one ares to another and briefinga upon arrival at a new brigado

hoadquartors.
GONFIDENTIAL
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(4) During times when inclement weather prevents air operations, the
troop should be given a maintenance stand down for that day to increase the
combat effectiveness and materiel readiness of the unit. In the past the
troop has spent an entire day on standby, unable to replace parts or disman-
tle any equipment, waiting for the weather to break.

(5) A contact maintenance team from the Direct Support Company is made
available to the Air Cavalry Troop at night. Once this is done, their air-
craft receive 80%f of their maintenance in preparation for the next days
operations.
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7. (C) Pire Support.
a. Artillery Fire Support.

(1) Harassing and Interdiction Fire. The vast area of operations
assigned to this Division requires discrimination in the use of harassing
and/or interdiction fires. Harassing fires have not been used. Interdic-
tion fires have been used but they encompass less than 10§ of the total
artillery munitions expenditures. The greater portion of unobserved fires
have been fired on targets acquired by one or more intelligence means. One
successful area in the interdiction fire program 1s in conjunction with the
road security mission of the Division. A ruvad iring program has been
developed which covers likely routes of approach to areas in which repeated
wmining incidents have occurred and to key bridge or culvert crossings along

highways 14N and 19E. These programs were fired periodically throughout the

night and during the early morning hours. This road fire program resulted
in the reduction of mining and bridge incidents along these major highways.

(2) Other Unobserved Fires.

(a) Preemptive Mortar Program. During periods when intelligence
indicated the possibility of increased enemy activity around US firebases,
the Division attempted to preempt the enemy‘’s initiative by firing a heavy
unobserved fire program on known mortar/rocket locations from which attacks
had previously been launched as well as on up-to-date intelligence informa-
tion concerning enemy locations and movement as determined by Special Intel-
ligence gathering means, Snoopy, radar and other devices.

(b) Artillery Follow-up of B-52 Strikes. Usually reliable intelligence
sources indicated that the enemy will often move back into a B--52 box after
the area has been struck. To preclude offering a sanctuary for reassembly,
the Division adopted a policy of firing an artillery follow-up when poscible
on all B-52 targets at various times after the strike¢. The same intelli~
gence sources have indicated that this has been successful in producing
casualties.

(3) Employment of Artillery by Platoon (Hipshoots).

(a) The size of the Division area of operation often required that
artillery batteries be split in order to provide fire support to elements
of a me¢euver battalion operating beyond the range of the direct support
battery which was normally located with the battalion CP.

(b) When a hipshoot was necessary, a security force, normally an infan-
try platoon, and two tubes of artillery with a basic load of ammunition
would move by air or road to a location from which the remainder of the
operation could be supported. These elements would normally be positioned
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in sufficient time to enable the artillery platoon to fire any LZ prepara-
tions required for the assaulting force.

(¢) Multiple hipshoots for periods of longer than 1-3 days posed cer-
tain problems for both the maneuver elements and the artillery units
involved. At times, as many as six to eight batteries were operating in
a split configuration with the attendant loss of maneuver elements tied
down to static security missiona, Each split battery required that the
artiilery duplicate many functions such as fire direction centers, resupply
convoys or 1ifts, and communications systems with the personnel and equip-
ment designed for a single operation.

(d) The problems encountered by using hipshoots to provide additional
artillery coverage were overcome %o some extent by the use of CIDG forces to
provide security, thus freeing maneuver elements; the positioning of the
artillery hipshoot in location already secured by US or indigenous forces;
and the computation of firing data from & central fire direction center
for both the hipshoot location and the battery position. The use of the
latter was not feasible most of the time because of the impact of terrain
and distance on communications. The use of the hipshoot to provide artil-
lery coverage was expensive in terms of assets consumed (personnel and
equipment) but necessary from an operational point of view.

(4) Reconnaissance by Fire. Artillery fires were used extensively

* in situations when infantry units were moving to contact or conducting

reconnaissance in force. Such fires were controlled and adjusted shead of
the moving elements by artillery forward observers, and served a number of
simultaneous useful purposes

(a) As an assistance in land navigation and orientation when mov:mg
in dense vegetation.

(b) To protect exposed or threatened flanks.

(¢) To instill confidence in the accuracy and immediate responsiveness
of the artillery.

(d) Artillery fires "walked" in front of the infantry as it advanced, and

insured that, in the event of contact, the initial volley could be adjusted
onto the ener: rapidly and without the necessity of smoke marking rounds.

(5) Special Ammnition.
(a) Improved Conventional Munitions (ICM). ICM has bsen used against
several types of targets throughout the area of operations with optimum

results obtained against targets in the open or in sparsely vegetated areas.
On 5 March 1969, a heavy enemy £brce launched an attack on LZ ROBERTS. ICM
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was fired on top of friendly positions and the eneny attack was stopped.

The benefits of using ICM over friendly positions have been recognized for
some time and all firebases include the use of ICh i1 their final protective
fires.

(b) Shell, XM 546 (BEEHIVE). BEEHIVE munition has bLeen used for
deferse of Division firebases on several occasivns. On 9 May 1969,
BEEHIVE was used in conjunction with ICM during an attack on LZ PENNY
resulting in 54 enemy KIA. Artillery weapons are positioned within the
firebase in order to insure the most effective use of BEKHIVE munitions in
final protective fires,

(6) Fuzes.

(a) Concrete Piercing (CP). 155mm howitzers firing HE with CP fuze
continue to be used effectively against bunkers and bunker complexes.

(b) Variable Time (VT). VT has been used sparingly because of the
amount, of dense vegetation in the Division area of operations.

b. Aviation as Fire Support.

(1) Method of Employment. Aviation support proved to be one of the
most valuable assets available to the infantry division. In addition to
providing rapid transportation of troops and supplies through the rugged
central highlands, armed helicopter support effectively augmented the divi-
sion fire support program.

(a) Armed helicopters, UH-1C Huey and AH~1G Cobra, were employed daily
to support troops in contact, insert and extract reconnaissance elements,
escort air and ground convoys, and support combat assaults. Armament sys-
tems available to include mimi-guns, 4Omm cannon, M=60 machine guns and
numerous 2.75 inch rockets provided necessary fire power to engage the
majority of hostile targets.

[

(b) Aerial fire support was used effectively to engage area targetis ir
support of friendly troops in contact. Positive radio communications
between ground elements and supporting gunships was essential be’ore gu. .-
ships woul” expend. To increase friendly safety factors, standir;; operating
procedurr . were implemented requiring ground units to mark the positions of
their * anks or outermost elements. All gunship pilots were given direc-~
tions .. engage the enemy flying parallel to the friendly front lines.

(c) Performing missions of air mobile and convoy escorts, gunships
were used extensively for reconnoitering air and ground routes prior to
arrival of the main convoy. Operating under the control of the Air Miassion
Commander or Ground Convoy Commander, they successfully engaged hostiie
targets allowing air and ground convoys to pass danger areas safely.
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(d) Exacting coordination between Fire Support Coordination Centers
(FSCC) and aviation units was required when both artillery and gunships were
used in supporting roles. FSCC's recommend aerial routes away from their
gun target line to let supporting artillery fire for the maximum possible
time until the gunships arrived on station.

(2) Results. Gunships were directly responsible for producing approxi-
mately 24% of the total enemy confirmed killed in action.
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& (C) AlR SUPPORT

a. The 4Lth Infantry Division has very effectively used tactical air
to supplement its organic firepower. HMore significant, however, the Divi-
gion has maximized available air support by the selected use of certain
special munitions and fuzing options, combined with detalled integrated
fire planning at all levels. By careful statistical analysis of winds,
weather patterns, and trends peculiar to the Central Highlandy, and through
the use of varied delivery and control procedures, improved methods of pro-
viding continual fire were developed. Thuwuie methods resulted in a reduced
enemy capability to initiate attacks as wel. .. =n enhanced divisional auil-
ity to defend against them,

ST

L. Method of Employment:

(1) Because of the diverse and peculiar weather and terrain conditicns
encountered in the Central Highlands, it is necessary to continually con-
sider various aircraft-weapon-fuze compatibility, so that either FAC or
Combat Sky Spot control procedures could be used in the alr attack of known
or suspected targets. In order to maintain constant; around-the-clask pres-
sure on the enemy, it is mandatory to plan the tactical air program so that
deliverad ordnance is compatible to both intra-AO diversions or alternate
delivery control procedures. By careful preplanning of ordnance-fuze com- :
binations and timely decisions to convert from FAC to CSS control, or vice ;
versa, the Lth Division has been able to maximize the number of available
sorties, and reduce significantly the loass of sorties due to localized
weather conditions or an overly restrictive choice in weapon-fuze combina-
tions.

(2) Although the FAC control of tactical fighters has proved highly
effective in the support of ground oncrations, the 4th Infantry Divisior has
found that under the varied terrain and weather conditions peculiar to the
Central Highlands, close air support to troops in contact has been provicded
most effectively by FAC controlled A-1 "SPAD" aircraft. Their loiter cape-
bilaity, slower delivery speeds; and minimum reaction times in the {ih DLiv’
sion AU consistently provided the most accurate and effective air suppe:r
under adverse weather and hostile fire conditions. A secondary factor in 1

the successful employment of A-l aircraft resulted from their capability to

menicor VHF and FM frequencies while being controlled on UHF. This enabled

the pi. rs to gain fuller understanding of the position and scheme of maneu-
ver c¢. ilriendly forces and the locations of thes opposing forces.

(3) The 4th Infantry Division has found that a completely integrated
fire support system, incorporating organic artillery, tactical air, and
organic air cavalry has been of great value, especially in providing pre-
paratory fires for a combat assault. The close control and cnnrdination
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of all avaiiable fire support means allows maximum continuing pressure to be
placed upon the enemy, greatly incrersing the effectiveness of the prepara-
tory and follow-on fires, while decreasing friendly losses. The coordinated
use of FAC's, alr cavalry, and tactical alr achieved the most rewarding and
responsive tactical ailr strikes. When the air cavalry 1ls employed to work
the target areas following, or even diring, a tactical strike, constant
heavy pressure is kept upon the enemy. If additional strikes are needed or
target relocation is required, additional air delivered ordnance by both

the air cavalry and the tactical fighters can be delivered in minimum time
with excellent results.

¢. Aerial Bombardment:

(1) The Division has made extensive use of delayed action aerial
delivered anti-personnel mines which have proven to be very effed¢tive in
blocking known enemy infiltration routes. They have also been emnl~yed as
barriers against exfiltration, especially when concurrent offensive ground
operations have been designed to box-in enemy forces to provide concentrated
and lucrative targets. When enemy concentrations did develop from the use
of the weapons systems, strikes against them were integrated into the overall
fire support plan. A special innovation has been the coordinated employment
of the aerial-delivered mines and B-52 strikes.

(2) The 4th Infantry Division has employed an integrated compression
system to increase the effectiveness of B~52 strikes. When a proposed
strike is submitted, the Division, with consideration for both present and
future tactical planning, has employsd an air-delivered mine barrier to
bracket or encircle the B-52 target area, and restrict enemy movement to
the area of interest. Prior to the B-52 strike; the target area outside
the B-52 box; but within the trace of the barrier, has been further seaded
with delay-fuzed bombs to increase the enemy's confusion, and continue to
compress his movements into the proposed target areas. Thii. concept has
been used to good advantage in the Lth Division area of operations. (See
Inclosure 2)

{3) Besults: Becausse of the extremely large area for which it ia
responsible the 4th Infantry Division has found it necessary to rely heavily
on tactical air support., Identified targets beyond the range cf artillery
can be zttacked ouly by air and the responsiveness of the Air Force has made
a major contribution to the Division's success. Perhaps more than any other
unit in Vietiim, the 4th Infantry Division must plan the integrated use of
all fire support in order to insure that all requirements are met with the
limi’'ed resources available, and tactical air represents a principal ingre-
die: . in the Division's firepower mix. The Air Force response to the Divi-
sion's requests has been outstanding from every point of view; timeliness,
accuracy, coordination, selection of ordnance, and effectiveness of deliv-
ery. The combination of B-52 strilms, tactical air, and organic artillery,
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each directed against targets most cppmprio;t.o to its own characteristics,
has bsen a major factor in the 4th Infantry Division's accomplishments.
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9, (C) AVIATION SUPPORT

a, General:

(1) During the period covered by this report, the 4th Aviation
Battalion (Combat) and elements of the 52d Aviation Battalion {(Combat)
supported the 4th Infantry DMivision in Operations MACARTHUR and HINES.

(2) Throughout the reporting period the 4th Aviation Battalion
(Combat) was intact with no attachments or detachments. The 52d Avia-
tion Battalion (Combat) provided 14 UH-1H's, 8 UH-1C's, 4 CH-47's and
1 CH-54 on a daily basis to the 4th Infantry Division.

b. Tactical Operations:
(1) Elements affecting the action:

(a) Terrain - the Lth and 52d Aviation Battalions operate throughout
the 4th Infantry Division AO which encompasses three provincea: KONTUM,
PLEIKU, DARLAC, and part of BINH DINH Province in the AN KHE area. The
area is predominantly high plateau with a number of mountain ranges.
There is a high mountainous area to the east of Highway 14 running north
from DAK TO to DAK PEK with some peaks as high as 7,000 feet. To the
east of Highway 14 between KONTUM and PLEIKU Cities another mountainous
area ranges up to 5,700 feet. South of Highway 19 betwsen PLEIKU and
AN KHE are two north~south ridgelines on either side of the valley known
as VC Valley. Another difficult area, with high steep mountains and
heavy vegetation, lies between the PLEIKU-KONTUM area on the east and
the PLEI TRAP River and CAMBODIAN Border on the west.

(b) Weather -~ The weather for the period 1 December 1968 through
April 1969 was generally dry with essentially no precipitation. Tem~
peratures increased from highs in the mid-80's and lows in the 60's
in Deceamber to highs in the mid-90fs and lows near 70 by the erd of
April. Density altitudd often exceeded 5,000 feet at ground level
during the afternpons. Winds were variable at 5 = 10 knots and shifted
direction frequently. Cloud decks varied from 3,000 feet and higher,
but were usually scattered, with cellings not lower than 5,000 feet after
1000 hours., Visibility was usually good, 6NM or better, except in the
mountains in Northwestern PLEIKU and southwestern KONTUM Provinces where
haze caused by smoke and temperature inversions at 6,000 feet to 7,000
feet caused decreased visibility, sometimes as low as two miles in the
late afternocn. The months of May through Septenber saw a significant
incress<: in cloudiness and precipitation. Early morning fog occurred
frequenuly, and thunderstorm activity occurred almost every afternoon.
Low clouds, acccupanied by fog and light drizzle, formed on most mornings
but normally dissipated by mid-morning. Flying hours were best from mid-

morning to mid-afternoon. Ceilings were below 500 feet until late morning,
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lifting to 1,000 -~ 1,500 feet by mid-aftermoon, and again were below
1,000 feet by midnight. Visibility was below one mile until mid-morning,
and then increased to better than 6 miles, except in rain showers.

(2) Operstions:

(a) Traditionally the 4Lth Aviation Battalion has supported one of
the brigades of the 4th Infantry Division, and the 52d Aviation Battalion
from Camp Holloway has supported the other two brigades. The bulk of the
combat operations conducted by the 4th Aviation Battalion have been in
support. of the 3d Brigide, while the lst and 2d Brigades were supported
by the 52d Aviation Battalion. On several occasions the 4th Aviation and
52d Aviation Battalions reinforced each other to accomplish larger lifte.

(b) The standard ROAD Infantry Division TOE provides eighty—eight (88)
neli~opterc t~» the orgaiMic elements of the Division. Additional non~
divieional support is provided from assets of the 52d Aviation Battalion
(Combat), a subordinate unit of the 17th Aviation "~ .oup (Combat). Unfor-
tunately, the size of the area of operstions assigned to 1 Fleld Force,
Vietnam and II ARVN Corps precludes the use of the entire 52d ABC to sup-
port the 4th Infantry Division. Therefore, assets are made available to
the Division on a daily "mission" basis, as determined by the Army Avia-
tion Element, HQ, IFFV. The contributions of Army Aviation have played
a mnst significant role in the battlefield successes of the Lth Infantry
Division., From DAK TO to DUC LAP, from DUC CO to AN KHE, the crews and
hslicopters supporting the Famous Fighting Fourth have assisted in car-
rying the fight to the enemy despite limited assets.

(¢) To properly assess the capabilities of a standard infantry divi-
sion, it 1is necessary to be familiar with the organic aviation assets and
where they are located. Figure 1 shows a breakout of aviation assets in
accordance with the ROAD TOE.

ROAD TOE

UNIT UH-1H AH-1G UH-1C OH-6A
Avwn Bn
Co A 25
Co B 2 6% 4 #ILO UH-1B
Armed
D 1/10 7 8 2 9
3 Bde i 3 12
Div Arty 2 9
Maint Bn 2
(FIGURE 1)
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The first ob{ioua limitation is the lack of sufficient gunship support.
sSecondly, the use of the UH-1C as & 1ift ship for the Aero Rifle FPlatouon
of Lhe Cav Troop is severely limited in high density altitudes of the
Central Highlands. A simple trade-off allowed for & partial solution to
both problems. The two slicks in B Company were exchanged with D 1/10
for the 2 UH-1C's, which were subsequently armed. Additional approval
was obtained to withdraw the two UH-1C's from Div Arty. These aircraft
wer also armed and placed in B Company, thereby providing a total of ten
gunships for Division Support. This shift of Division assets allowed
for centralization of maintenance responsibility in B Company and D 1/10
by reducing the types of helicopters assigned.

Figure 2 shows the new Division Structure.

UNIT UH-1H AH-1G | UY-1C OH-6A
Avn Bn
Co A 25
Co B 6 h L
D, 1/10 9 8 _ 9
3 Bde Hq 12
Div Arty 9
Maint Bn 2

(FIGURE 2)

(d) As previously stated, the additional aviation assets required to
provide mobility to the Division come from the 52d Aviation Battalion (Combat).
The normal daily allocation provides the following aircraft:

UH~1H « 14
UH-1C - 8
CH-4T7 = 4

CLi-54 - 1 (Provided from 355th Avn Co, 268th Avn Bn) \
From i“ total assets available, the Division G-3 established priorities
to 1lift combat elements of the brigades, move required supplies, provide

command and control aircraft, and to provide tramnsportation for members
of the Division Staff.
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(e) The combined assets of the 52d and 4th Aviation Battalions can
provide an average of 18 slick helicopter(exclusive of special missions,
and General Officer and Brigade Commander Command and Control ships), for
approxinately 7 flying hours per helicopter daily. This fixes our capa-
Lility at (as an average) 126 helicopter hours daily. When it becomes
necessary to exceed the programmed flying hours on any given day, we
must face the fact that we are borrowing time from future operaticnal days,
Based on experience factors, it requires approximately 24 slicks sorties
to move 4 rifle company, computed on an ACL of 6, with the high denaity
altitude in Lhe Division AO. To illustrate what this means in flying hours,
consider a ten kilometer move. Twenty kilometers (roundtrip) at a speed
of 80 knols requires 15 minutes of flying time; an additional minute is
required to land st the PZ, and a mimwtte to off-load at the LZ, for a total
of 17 manutes per sortie., 24 sorties at 17 minutes each means that 408
minutes (6 hcurs and 48 minutes) are required Lo move one rifle company ten
kilometers. Considering that a brigade has tnree battalions, that the
brigade has three slicks, one per Bn; the move, psro1 »rly planned, managed
and executed, can be accomplished in approximately < liours 20 minutes of
actual blade “ime per helicopter. Assembly, refueling and return time
would also have to be included, but have been disregarded to this example.
The remaining blade time available for the day would then be used for
necessary administrative/logistical missions, While some success has been
obtiined in requesting and receiving additional 1lift assets for battalion
cperations. the primary means available to move, the maneuver elements is
‘ue pooling of avallabde resources, execution of the move and then the sub-~
gsequent redistribution of the assets, and then dispersal of assets to normal
administrative/logistical missions, The helicopter requirement for a LRP
insertion/extraction is two slicks helicopters and a gun team. First, a VR
must be {lowr to familiarize the LRP team leader with his A0 and his LZ. By
planning the daily activities for LRP operations, the VR may be sccomplished
enroute to a forward fire base. For example, we will assume that iwo team
insertions and one team extraction are planned for a given day. Upon comple- |
tion of the VR by both teams, team number two will debark at the forward fire !
base, while team number one is inserted. The aircraft are then used to make the =
extraction and return to the forward fire base. The extracted team is dropped
off and team two picked up for ingsertion. "The return flight to base camp will
go by the forward fire base to pick up the extracted team and return to base
camp, Obviously this can only be done when the LRP AO's are within a reasonable
proximity to each other (20 - 30 KM). It can be seen that even as basic a tactical
naneuver as insertion/extraction of six LRP teams can use twelve hours or more¢ of c.uo
limited helicopter time in one day. '

e

(f) Helicopter gunships were employed in an aerial fire support r:le,
This support was provided for troops in contact, combet assaults, IRP
insertio: 3 and extractions, and bighway security. In addition to this
normal empioy. :at, gunships were provided for Snoopy and Scorpion missions.
Snoopy &nd S: ..pion missions consist of two gunships, one UH-1H or OH-6A
equipped with an airborne personnel detector, and one UH-1H or OH-6A
utilized as the navigation and recovery ship in the event that one of
the team's aircraft is forced down. In the Snoopy role, the gunships
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provide security for the team, and fire only in defense of Lthe team.
In the Scorpion rvle, the gunships ars given prior clearance to fire
on any targets detected by the team's airburme personnel detector
equipment in the assigned area of operation,

(g) The employment of helicopter gunshipe in the above descriped
roles resulted in rapid amd responsive aerial fire support for troops
in contact, LRP extractions and insertions, combat assaults, highway
operations and Snoopy missions. The‘results of helicopter gunships em-
ployed on Scorplion missions are impossible t¢ measure by statistics alone.
Moat of the targets detected by the airbosme vpersonnel detector were located
in triple canopy jungle, which precluded visual observance of the enemy
position. It is, however, a known fact that artillery employed on an
unsuspecting enemy has devastating casualty producing and morale effects.
These same effects can be applied to the employment of gunships in the
Scorplon role.

(3) Training:

(a) Aviation training is one of the most improved areas in the
Aviation Battalion. The eatablishment of a standardization program was
the first big step in causing this improvement. The emphasis was right-
fully shifted to the concept that the aircraft commanders serve as pr -
mary instructors of new aviators. The instructor pilot (IP) is the
authority, but the aircraft commanders now realize and readily accept
their newly assigned responsibilities.

(b) To complement the standardization efforts, a commander's
briefing was prepared and presented to the brigade and battalion commanders
and staffs in an attempt to solve some of the problems faced while oper-
ating aircraft in a tactical environment. This briefing presented in-
formation concerning aviation and its proper utilization. Areas discus-
sed were: selection and preparation of LZ's and helipads, (airmobile
operations) and the efficient utilization of aircraft. A detailed
explanation of the lgad capabilities of the aircraft used by the Divisiocn,
and the effects of altitude and fuel loads upon these capablilities were
included. In addition, troop safety requirements were covered.
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10.  (C) CHEMICAL SUPFURT

4. General. The Divieslon Chemical Sectlion performed as a staff
asclion and ws wn opsrnting section It operated extensively in the
employment of Riot Control Agents (RCA), herbicides, and Airborne
personnel detectors {(A'l'Y  1In addition, training was conducted in the
preparation of fléme field expediente, and the operation of the Mi32
mechanized flamethrower, the XM45E1l flwme service unit, and the XM191
mltishot portable flame weapon system.

b. Riot Control Agents (RCA' RCA munitions were employed exten
sively in direct support of combat opsrations, increasing the effective-
ness of fire support. Bulk RCA was also used in the contamination of
specific areas to deny them to the enemy. In employment of RCA munitione
and bulk RCA, sgent CS was used.

(1) CS and Artillery. A total of 3728 XM15 CS Canister Clusters
were employed in conjunction with artillery, tactical airstrikes, B-52
strikes, and ground operations from 1 November 1968 to 31 October 1969.

(a) CS and artillery targets were processed by the Fire Support
Coordination Element (FSCE) using current intelligence concerning enemy
locations. When known and suspected enemy locations were recognized,
tactical and political clearence for employment wae obtained, and the
missions were conducted by the; . ..sioft' Chemical Sechion.

(b) CS wis employed on extremely hard targete to drive enemy person-
nel from protective cover prior to their being engaged by artillery, tacti~
cal air, and B-52 strikes, Intelligence sources indicated that these
operations were very effective in increasing the vulnerability of the
enemy to artillery and aerial delivered ordnsnce,

(c) The XM15 CS Canister Cluster was used in the preparation of
targets. It ig an aerial delivered munition equipped with a variable
time fuze. Ares coverage when properly employed is a circular pattern
approximately 100 meters in diameter. Normally missions were flown in |
UH-1D helicopters carrying 16 such munitions. Expenditure of XM15 Clusters
was from 1 to 4 per target, depending on vegetation and the "hardness" of
the target, Normally one sortie resulted in the preparation of & to 5
targets for artillery fires. Frequently, the employing aircraft remained
on station to adjuat fires.

(4) When-proparing targets for tactical air and B-52 strikes, the
targets were saturated with CS 10-20 minutes prior to TOT. This insured

that enemy personnel were driven from protective cover prior to TOT. The
normal XM15 expenditure for preparation of a B-52 s e was 20 per strike,
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fe) Tu= XMI% Clusta- prosad vala ble 16 tne wupprsesing of enemy
s1ves durluy teaestions and extiattiena 3f helivsrus troops on hot lsnd
Ly conea.  In most Seaoa the employwert 01 C5 oo Jos<tione from which
onewy f1re wiy being recelved rosalted i tue immsdists cossation of

hosutlim “lres,

() ~a «ilitlonwl ase of tus XM1S wer 1o con)un:tton witu the hunter-
hille~ STORPION tewm, 2orsieting of two Ol 6 anl tw> dH-1G helicopte:rs. One
OH' G aaretes ~u XM 3 A.rborae Pessonnol Detectos TAI'D). aad ths other carriea
L XM1S Clusters in & locally desigu=d dnd tabricstied dispenser. When
lusrative targeta were located, tne XMIS Clisters were employed prior to
punstap expedity-e: Ih. » tecrnigue greally 1n:rvsned the effectiveness
of the SCURFION tsym Refer to subpiragraph d below, and to laclosure 4
for more detseirle on tne SCORVION wonzept,

(2) Bulk RCA Employment. Micropulverized €5 powder wes extensively
employed to contuminste infiltrst:on route«, way ststions, backers, tunaeles,
and living sress to dany ttelr ure to the enemy. While bulk CS was
emplazed by grouad {rocps to contaminate cartein tunnel and cuve complexes,
the usual method of employing bulk CS we>r by alv drop. During the period
1 November 1968 to 31 O:tober 1369, 3132 55 galloa CS drums were air dropped.
The durution of the ef{fe:tivene2rs ol the TS wus depandent upon weather
conditionsr During the dry sesson perasistency raged from two to three
months: duting the wet sesson peryistenty was cut to & muximam of four days.

(1) T»argete to be contaminated were located by APD, Red Haze, Duffle
Bag, and other intelligence sources, Processing political and tactical
cledrance of targets wis accomplished by FSCE, and the misaions were
conducted by the Division Chemicsl Section.

(b) Misasions were conducted using & CH-47 helicopter carrying 24 drums.
Usaing a4 set of locally fabricated rucks and rollers, the drume were
dropped from altitudes ranging from 1500 to 2500 feet AGL. The XM925 drum
and burster system is an impact detonating system which bursts the drum
spreading powdered CS in a circular pattern with & 20-25 meter rudius.
One CH-47 sortie effectively covers an area 40 meters wide and 800 meters
long.

(c) 1Intelligence sources indicated major enemy movement away from
locations in which bulk CS hsd been employed. In this respect, CS proved
- to be very effective in restricting extensive enemy uge of vsluable
terrain and in producing incressed enemy casualties when it was integrated
with gunship and artillery support.

(d) A recent ENSURE request wias initiated to improve the quantity

and precision of air-delivered persistent CS. The Division Chemical
Seztion with tnhe USAF Tactisal Alr Lisison section requested the use of a

~
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e Lted tolles yenem foc ouse an D120 o reft e paiilitat: delivery
Sog deaus 03 pelot3teat €S pos o anctia JrilacLng thia zontept, area
T oge dtom ona 20rtie woald te (D metars Wide Ly 070 meters lonyg

2. Herwvi-ade Sappert Lacge +2~1  JTRATLDYST snd helicowpter he-bi
0dr opetaliors (AJAVENCO) wore co'd.:n«1  He-bi-.des were employed in
thr 230t-01 of veget.t.om 07 Liatwe Swlp perimeters 5.1 Jlong linas of

dlle i A L0 Jeood in L2le manne- ) frvendly flelds of tire were improved
on perimetescs, aad potsntlel amba, <it e warp redused along lines of
comm. i ~tior . darial teroliide employment wlao asaiated in lmprosing
surial observatitt 07 Kuw enamy infiltraticn rouled wnd bLane arews Ao
sdd.t20onal tor2ideration le the cuployment of tarbicldes wgelnsl enemy
crops . Both TRATLDUST ard hel.:opter aprey we-o =2mployed to effeactively
linit the growth of enemy Jrop:

(1) TRATLDUST. During the period 1 November 1968 to 31 O:tober 1743,
112 TRAILDUST milazsions were conducted in suppormt of the Division  Theze
misalons were flown by UC-123 a'coraft, asth of wnich :erried 1020 gallon:
of herbi:lde. Normully ewch mission employed thrae cuch a.ccroft Ta-pets
ngainsl which TRATLDUST wiae employed in:luded ensmy bass arews, anfiitr-
tron routes, and enemy crops.

{2) The Dirision sres of operaticons Iontw'ns 4iumercus Avess with
luarative targete agalnst wnich hesbicides cam b= employed. Herbisnides
wera d.t11:alt to obtain begilnning 1 Muly 1969 sud at that time. the arecs
spproved for defolistion in PLEIKU, KONTUM, -n3 BINH DINH Provinces were
drasti:~iiy reduced in size. The Divielon Them.i-l Sa::ticn neg re-ommended
& new plan for crop destruction and Jefoli-tion whi'h shculd result 1
insreaced overage of ensmy controllsd s .x witn.w PLEIKY and BTNH DINH
Province:. The eoxtendsd -rop deatruacticn pl. f>r KONTUM Pravince wa:
approved in Sept.ember 1769.

{3) He-bi-ide: w2re not availabie ttru.gn ARVUN supply chanaels in
caffiraent quantity to support extenslre felicoptas employm:vt of herbl:ides.

d.  Ai1-borne Perscanel Datezter (APDY Opor-tion=. The AFD wa: employsd
extensively a3 & devize to gain, corfirm. o7 deny intellzgence ianfurmitice
from 1 November 1368 to 21 Ostober 1963, aver 1 160 APD mi-z10n: were
sonductad.

(1) In Janiscy 1969, the SCORPION hurtsr killoe zonoept waz imployed
with tne a:tablishment of the 3JORPTON vem. Thi= tesm Tonalst: of two
OH 6 (LOH) heli:opte:s and two AH 13 <Cobri) Wslicopters f-om (ne Ltk
Aviition Bat!allon, Iu addition to zte APD miwsisthu. the SCORPION team
tin Toatt vapidly to neatralize lucrative targets located with APD. One
IOH flying =t treetop lavel carries the APD. 1t 19 followed by the two
Cobr-: st hipgh altitude which fyrpdeh s~wad cewe-. Tha highe~ Cobra als=o
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waps the mirssions, Overatl contirol ot the mission 1y established by

the high LOM, which tlies at sutticient altitude to observe all SCORPION
atrceratte The “high LOH also carries XMI9 €S Canister Clusters tor enploy-
ment agatust suitable targets.

(2) AP missions are tlown daily from Division resources, and addi-
tional APD operations are conducted by the Ist Brigade. Support is also
piven to the 24th Special Tactical Zone by turnishing one APD and oune
operator to the MACV advisory element.

¢. Flame Operations.  The Division Chemical Scction supported flame
operations through training and technical assistance with standard and
experimental flame weapons and tlame field expedients.

(1) Training and assistance in preparation of flame field expedients
were conducted throughout the period of this report., Formal training was
conducted at periodic chemical refresher classes. and infurmal training
and assistance continued on an "as required” basis, Flame fougasses,
tlame mines, and flame illumination devices are emplaced on base camp/
tire base perimeters throughout the area of operations,

(2) Refresher traianing in the operation and maintenance of the M132
Mechanized Flamethrower was conducted in units having organic M132 assets.
Concurrently training was conducted in the operation and maiutenance of
the XM45E1l Mechanized Flame Service Unit.

(3) The Division became the first unit in RVN to receive the XMI191
Multishot Portable Flame Weapon. The system is a four shot, rocket-
propelled, shoulder-fired weapon. It is capable of firing four incendiary
rockets at the rate of one per second and being reloaded with new rocket
clips. In October 1969, a New Equipment Training Team assisted by the
Division Chemical Section conducted training in the operation and main-
tenance of the weapon system. The weapon has been distributed to field
units and is presently under evaluation.
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11. (C) SIGNAL SUPPORT

a. Organization and Equipment.

(1) The vast extent of the 4th Infantry Division AO, coupled with the
rugged terrain, makes the provision of communication to all clements a '
challenge of considerable magnitude. By careful reorganization of the
Division Signal Battalion, exploitation of every capability of Divisional
communications equipment, and taking advantage of the available Defense
Communications System (DCS), Corps Area Communication System (CACS), and
IFFV (54th Signal Battalion) communications system, communications have
been maintained with Divisional, lateral, and supporting unite,

(2) The multichannel (AN/TRC-24) radio equipment on hand is old and
has ghe further disadvantages of.lTarge size, excessive weight, high power
consumptinn, and low reliability. It is difficult to transport, supply,
and maintain. However, its technical characteristics make it especially
useful for the rough mountainous terrain and dense vegetation of the
Central Highlands where ''line of sight" signal paths are practically non-
existent. As of the writing time of this paper, all 124th Signal Battalion
12-channel VHF systems are non-line of sight and range from 36 kilometers
to 70 kilometers, well beyond the planning range of the equipment; yet
they work.

(3) The radioteletype equipment in the Division is of the new AN/GRC-10f
derived family and has proven superior to the older AN/GRC-26 and AN/GRC-496
type equipment. Radioteletype is the primary means of record operational
communications between the Division Headquarters and organic, attached, and
OPCON units and has been totally reliable.

(4) At brigade and lower levels, FM Secure Voice is the backbone of
communications and has proven to be extremely effective. The Division has
vigorously implemented the FM Secure Voice program, and all combat and combat
support units employ secure voice communications down to the company level.

(5) The Division has maintained four distinct tactical telephone systems
to allow rapid, responsive tailored communications to four categories of
users. This concept has proven extremely successful.

(a) The TOC system provides telephone communications between the
Division TOC a&nd the TOCs of brigades, DIVARTY, separate battalions, Division
OPCON units and Task Forces, and latera! and higher headquarters such as
IT Corps, Co B, 5th SFGA, IFFV, and USARV.

(b) The Fire Support System provides "hot line" communications from the
FSCE to all headquarters involved in the clearance of fires. This includes,

in addition to divisional elements, all neighboring US and VIETNAMESE head-
quarters.
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(¢) The Div.sion Common User System provides access to the SEA Dial
Telephone System and general purpose telephone service to the brigades and
separate battalions, Tark Yorces, and lateral and supporting headquarters
through the SEA Dial Telephone System.

(d) The Division Artillery Telephone System provides a tailored system’
conunecting DIVARTY elements and 1FFV artillery units. This system is used
for both operational and administrative/logistical tratfic.

(6) Teletype communications are also tailored to best serve the users.
Three systems are employed, and all are operated entirely by Division
persounel.

(a) The TOC to TOC system provides secure teletype service between the
Division TOC, brigades, DIVARTY, separate battalions, OPCON units, and Task
Forces as well as to the 1IFFV TOC. Messages transmitted via this system
are not processed through the AG message center, but are accepted in hand-
written form for immediate transmission. Rapid service direct to the
recipient with a minimum of handling is the watchword in this net. Both
radio and "landline" teletype is used in this system as appropriate.

(b) The common user teletype system is used for all logistical and
administrative messages, plus "routine' operational traffic such as SITREPS,
INTSUMS, etc, which are too long to be effectively passed in the TOC to TOC
network. Service is provided to all brigades, and access to the world-wide
autodin system is provided by a lst Signal Brigade autodin mode V terminal
at Camp Enari. Over 600 messages a day are processed through the Division
common user teletype system.

(c) The DIVARTY net includes all DIVARTY elements and is used for all
record traffic within DIVARTY.

(7) The critical communications problem in the Division is the AN/PRGC-25

radio and its ancillary equipment.
1

(a) The TOE authorization for AN/PRC-25 radios is not sufficient to
support the aggressive long and short range patrol program pursued by the
Division. A minimum of 10 additional man pack radios per maneuver battalion
is necessary. At present this problem is further compounded by a shortage
of 150 man-pack radios below the current authorization. These two shortages
necessitate limiting small unit operations to those which can be supported
by available radios.

(b) All equipment suffers from the alternating cycle of munsoon rains
followed by a period of heat and dust. The handset H-189 used with the man-

pack radio is particularly sensitive to these conditions. All attempts to
protect this handset and prevent a high failure rate have been only partially
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successful at best. 1t is simply not sutticiently rugged to withstand the
climate ot the Central Highlands. The same comment is true of all switch-
board, telephone, and teletype equipment,

b. New Equipment.

(1) The receipt of sutficient AN/GRC-142 radio teletype sets has provided
reliable, high quality radio teletype service throughout the Division.

(2) The peunding receipt of the new Pulse Code Modulation (PCM) series ot
UHF multichannel radio relay equipment will improve the supportability and
maintainability of the Division telephone and teletype systems. However,
the inherent shorter range and stricter line of sight parameters of this
equipment are a definite drawback for this AO. At least half the present
VHF equipment should be retained for those long haul systems where the new
equipment is not useable.

(2) The pending receipt of the HYL-3 automatic retransmission units for
secure FM will enhance the Division FM nets immeasurably aud eliminate the
manpower now needed to operate manual secure relays. At the same time it
will eliminate the delays and possibility of garbled messages associated
with manual relay operations.

c. Developmental Requirements. All signal equipment should be light,
airmobile, require low input power, and be dependable. It should provide
secure, extended range communications. Some specific requirements are:

(1) A four to six channel secure radio relay system for use in lieu
of certain FM nets between brigades and battalions. Such a four channel
system would provide, from a battalion CP, one channel to brigade for
command and control, one channel to brigade for intelligence, one channel
extended to the battalion trains for logistics and administration, and
one channel connected to the brigade switchboard for general purpose use.
Sufficient relay stations should be provided.

(2) A single unit replacement for the AN/PRC-77/KY-38 combination.
Development of such an item, say of the size of an AN/PRC-25, would
facilitate the extension of secure FM down to the platoon, SRP, LRP, and
¥0 level, would allow all nets to be secure, and would eliminate the threat
of intercept and imitative communication deception.

(3) Directional Anteunas for FM radios. In the 4th Infantry Division
A0, two problems plague FM radio communication: marginal signal strength
and friendly interference. A directional antenna would help solve both
problems. For example, in the Division Command Net, the NCS would continue
to use an omnidirectional antenna, but the brigade stations could each use
a directional antenna, improving the effective strength of their received
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and transmitted signals, and at the same time, directing radiated energy
toward the intended receiver and away trom stations with which it might

intertoere.

(4) Divisional Level Light Tropo. In an A0 such as the one assigned
to this Divisiou, the terrain is such that many points are inaccessible by
VIF multichannel radio without multiple relay points. Since cach relay
point requires a security torce, such instaliations are inappropriate.

A light Troposcatter system with 24 voice channels and a planning range of
100 miles would be capable of providing all required communications to
a brigade ov Task Force headquarters.

3
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12, (C) ENGINEE§ SUPPOET
2 Landing Zone and Fire Support Base Development,

(1) Normal ergimeer support played an important role in the
development of larding zones and fire support buses. DBasic skille with
explosives and demclitlons, field fortification conatruction techniques,
and terrain reconnaissance were all inherent to this successful develop
ment. Whether in rear or forward areas, the engineers huve provided the
support that has enabled LZs and FSBs to be constructed in a minimum
of time, In the forward areas, where lines of communication were non-
existent, engineer rappelling teams were often among the first troops to
secure and level a suitable L¥, After the hasty LZs were develcped, the
airmobile dozer, Case 450, was brought into the firebase by CH-54, and
clearing operations were rapidly completed. Continued englrneer support
was rendered in developing tactical operations centers, medical bunkers,
overhead cover, and in providing continual advice, It was a continual
effort to maintain high standards of comnstruction, due to the paucity of
materials and tire for comnstruction, The englineers were invariably the
last to depart the fire bases, after firat aassuring that no material that
could be gainfully used by the enemy was left behind, From the LZ/PSB's
construction to itas eventual destruction, the englncers assisted in the
total combat effort, by providing construction equipment, plans, manhours
and technical advice,

(2) While the LZ or FSB was in being, engineer support in the form
of land clearing for fields of fire and water production was constantly
being supplied. In many cases the engineers not only produced the
water but defended the water pointe as they were separated from the
secure base area.

b. Lines of Communication. The monsoon season in the Central
Highlands, coupled with the enemy's ability to intexdict important
L0Cs, provided many opportunities for the engineers to prove their
value, Approximately 80 kilometers of road are searched for minea eaqch
day utilizing engineefr resources. Continual improvement in searching
techniques and the employment of the Combat Engineer Vehicle (CEV) with

a mine roller attached has made it possible to carry out other normal oper-

ations with little delay. The rapid employment of the Armored Vehicle
Launched Bridge (AVLB) has reduced the tactical impact upon the Division
due to loss of bridges or sections of road. Mining incidents were of
such importance that a mine warfare center was developed to monitor

the daily situation and provide guidance to the tactical units as to

the changes in employment, To assure the competency of unit mivne sweep
personnel , schools were conducted to increase the divisiom's overall
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af:activeness in mine sweeping. Mven though the engineers maintained

rne roads, there was still the threat of ambush along many milgs of
heavily wooded roads. The problem was alleviated by the creation of a
land clearing team within Headquarters Company., This team was composed

of six D, dozers squipped with Rome Plow blades, and supported by ax
infantry piatoon {Ynclosure 5, Rome Plow Operations.) The team cleared
roadsides favorable to ambushes, suspected enemy positions, and was
utilized very effectively in destroying enemy bunkers and tunnel complexes.
This had the ancillary effect of denying ground to the enemy through the
development of cbservatlion lanes and expedient LZ areas,

%o ' Bngineers in an Infantry Role.

(1) The engineers were called vpon to provide the command  and
statf section for the Provisional Battalion, The Provisicnal Battalion
consisted of three provisional rifle companies, one from each brigade rear
element, with the responsibility of providing infantry support while
conserving combat strength in limited areas of aperation., On the four
occasions that the Provisioral Battalion was formed, the engineer command
and staff sections provided the direct»o: that led to the successful
_completion of the operations,

(2) The Provisi onal Battalion is normally employed within the
4th Ipfantry Division%% TAOB; however, employment outside the TAOR is
possible, The Provisiornal Battalion has artillery, TAC Alr, and gunship
support upon request. The battalion's mission may be tu perform search
and destroy, ambuaiy, search and clear, cordon and search, and reconnaissance
ip force. The most recent mission was to conduct search operations and
-night ambushes, to prevent NVA/VC stand-off rocket attacks on Camp Enari,
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13. (C) INTELLIGENCE
4. Estimate of Enemy Forces.

(1) bhknemy forces in the Division area of operations possessed a
variety of weapons thet ranged from homemade explosives and antiquated
weapous left from previous wars, to modern CHICOM and RUSSIAN Wcapons
systems. During the year, enemy attacks have run the gamut from light
ground probes, to attacks by fire employing 107-mm, 122-mum, and 140-mm
rockets, to an abortive armor attack by a tank platoon. The TOE of an
NVA battalion authorizes heavy weapons platoons which possess 82-mm
mortars RPG-2 and RPG-7 rocket launchers are suthorized at company
level. Artillery support in the Division area of operations has been
supplied by the 40th NVA Artillery Regiment which has a number of special-
ized battalions: the K-30 Battalion provides light anti-aircraft support;
the K-32 and K-33 Battalions possess both 122-mm rockets and 120-mm mor-
tars; the K-41 and K-42 Battalions can employ 105-mm howitzers; the K-74
Battalion has 85-mm guns; and an unidentified battalion possesses 37-mm
anti-aircraft capability. 1In addition, the Regiment also controls the
K-16 Tank Battalion which has 20-25 PT-76 RUSSIAN amphibious tanks.

(2) The enemy capability was greatly enhanced in mid-May when a
composite battalion of infantry, artillery, and sappers was formed to
attack LZ OASIS. The limited success of this task force may have led to
the formation of the 631lst Composite NVA Battalion. 1In addition, NVA
and VC Sapper Battalions operate throughout the Division area of oper-
ations. Most enemy regiments in the Division's area also have supporting
companies of combined sapper-engineers., Sappers are expertly trained
fighters who specialize in stealth, reconnaissance, and the use of a
variety of demolitions to attack and destroy allied positions.

(3) Vulnerabilities: Enemy supply areas are generally insecure,
rendeving supply caches vulnerable to friendly search and destroy
operations. The enemy also has limited logistical support and canmnot
conduct sustained offensive operations, unless he is near his sanctuary
areas. He continues to be vulnerable to superior allied firepower when
massing near an objective and during his withdrawal. Due to the low
morale existing in many of his units as a result of food shortages,
sickness, heavy losses and continuing defeats, the enemy was susceptible
to friendly psychological operations. Also, enemy reliance on local
civilians as a labor source makes large operations vulnerable to friendly
intelligence efforts.

b. Nature and Effectiveness oI Enemy Forces.

(1) Morale. The enemy's morale, both NVA and VC, declined steadily
as US operations continued to inflict heavy casualties and to deny the
use of infiltration routes to the enemy. Food became especially scarce
during the latter months of 1969 in BINH DINH and PLEIKU Provinces. The
mission of an increasing number of combat units was diverted to food
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production in an eftort o expand the quantities available. Heavy
casualties during operat tons in the CHU PA, PLE1 TRAP, and BEN HET -
DAK TO regions contribu.ed signiticantly to the enemy's low morale.
Prisouner iutervogationg revealed that a great amount of time was spent
by unit political otticers in a concerted etfort to raise morale and con-
vince the individuals of the importance of their mission in SVN,  Mauy
NVA soldiers expressed contusion over the attitude of the South Viet-
name se¢ people to theiv presence in this country.  In NVN they were told
they would be received as a liberating torce; however, the reaction of
the SVN people was usually just the oppusite. Malaria also played an
important role in lowering of enemy morale. Many intiltration groups
had as high as 50% casualties from the discasc even before entering
SVN. Without adequate medical facilites the physical status and the
will to fight of many enemy soldiers was seriously impaired. As a re-
sult of heavy casualties, conscription in NVN is now alfcecting the
older, married male population, many of whom have no desire to leave
their wives and children and come to SVN. The combination of all the
above factors has contributed to the lowering of the enemy's morale

and has seriously hampered his war effort.

(2) Mines, demolitions, and booby traps. Lines of communication
throughout the Division area of operations expericnced a slow upsurge
of mining incidents as enemy forces placed increcasing emphasis on
highway interdiction. Once again the enemy displayed his ingenuity in
utilizing materiels on hand for his war effort. The basket-type mine
was encountered in BINH DINH Province by the lst Brigade. This mine
consists of a bamboo woven basket which contains explosives, a detonating
device, and a pressure device, normally a mortar fuze. Enemy forces
have also shown a penchant for utilizing dud morcar and artillery rounds.
These mines proved extremely effective and usually resulted in exteusive
damage to or destruction of vehicles. The enemy, however, was not limited
to the use of these crude devices, and employed SOVIET plastic and metal-
lic anti-tank mines. Most mines were usually found in pot holes in the
road, off the road near vehicle turn around points, and intermingled with
debris both on and off the highway. Experience has shown that mines are
rarely employed singly; the normal employment is in pairs or greater
multiples. Booby traps were not used extensively by the enemy through-
out the area of operations. Of the various forms of booby traps, punji
stakes have been the most prevalent, although not consistently employed |
enough to constitute any major threat. As for the demolitions utilized
by enemy sapper elements, the year has seen a steady decline in the quality
of sapper type exolosives, such as satchel charges and bangalore corpedoes.
The majority of explosives found recently have been crude homemade devices {
utilizing poor grades of TNT and other compositions. Following recent
sapper attacks, sweeps have frequently turned up defective unexploded s
satchel charges, and bangalore torpedoes that failed to detonate due to
faulty fuzes, ignitors, or composition.
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c. The following enemy forces ws-e identified dusing the period of
this report:
Orgaunisation Strangth Dispositicn
1968 1969 1968 1969
B3 Front 500 500 Trli Bordor Ares DBase Area 702
18th NVA Regt 1,800' 1,300  Base Arew 2261  Base Ares 226
Tth Bn Buse Area 226
8th Bn Base Area 226
9th Bn BR 5929
24th NVA Regt 930 1,100 NW PKU CHU PA
Ath Bo, , CHU Pi
5th Bo ZB 1223
6th Bn CHU PA
28th NVA Regt 1,8503 1,50 vic BEN HED3 vic BU PRANG
XK-1 Ba
X-2 Bu
K-3 Bn
LOth Arty Regt Hq 100 200  Tri Border Area unldc
K~-30 Light AA Ba 200 150 YB 8228 unloc
K-32 122-wm/120-mm 210 150 SW of BEN HET unloc
k=33 172-mm 350, 200 Tri Border Ares unloc
K-41 105-2% How 3004 150 Tri Border A‘es unloc
K-42 105-mm Bow 3004 150 unlog unloc ,
X-7l 85-om Gun unk 300 unloc unloc j
E-46 (47) unk 150 N of KTW’ N of KM |

1ne strength and location of the 18th NVA Regt are as of mid-April 1969
when the lst Brigade assumed responsibility for western BINH DINH Province.

zclpturod PW's and documents confirmed the redesignation of the 5th Ba,
24th Regt to ths 94th Group. This unit was further résubordinated to
the Xontum Province Committe.

3%ne strength amd locaiion of the 28th NVA Regt are as of mid-Hay 156%
when the Regt was first identified in II Corps by Iivision intelligence. i

lppe strength and location of the K-41, K-42, and K~16 Bn'a are as of
March 1969 vhen the units were first identified in II Corps through

document analysis.
5‘!1:- disposition of the K-46 Bn is as of May 1969 when the unit was first
identified im II Corps through document analysis.
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J/1 hsty Bn (37-um AA)

/1 Arvy Ba
K-16 Tank Bn
66th NVA Regt

Tth Bn

&th Ba
9th Bn

101D Regt

lst Bn

2d Bn

3d Ba
H-15 LF Bn
K 20 Sapper Bn
K-25A Engr Bn
K-25B Engr Bn
K. 28 Sapper Bn
K-37 Sapper Bn
X-45 LF Bn

E-301 IF Bn

CONFIDENTIAL

unk 150
ank 150
2002 200

1,275 1,250

895 625
1,615  unk
160 150
250% 240
250 250
100 250
150 145
200 300
200 200
350 280

)
Tri Borrda- Area
W of DUC CO~

Tr: Border A:052

unlo:

Buse Aras 20?

Base Area 702

AR 9040

N of TAN CANHY

unloz

TA DRANG Valley
ZA 0282

ZA 0282

SW of PKU City

BP 1087

anla:z

Beoe Area 7701
unloc

I1.-1.1 Corps
Border

Bass Area 202
S PXU
Base Aroa 202

11 Corpe’

ZA 1251

TU MORONG Valley
unloc

Tr. Border Area
unloc

II-1TI Corps Border
SW of PT City

Base Area 237

1The unidentified Antiaircraft Battzlion was picked up by Division order
of battle in May because of the significant increase of 37-mm anti-

aircraft ground-to-air fire in the Tri Border Area,.

The unidentified

Artillery Battalion was also added tc Division order of battle in May
when the DUC CO area experienced & significant incresse in 105-mm Howi.-

tger fire.

2
"The strength and location of the K-41, K-42, and
1969 when the units wore firat identified in II

analysis.

4
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ough document
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b‘

March

/]
-

3In December 1968, the 101D Regt moved from II Corps into the III Corps area,

hine strengt

h and disposition of the K-20 Sapper Battslion ire ws of March

1969 when the Battalion was first identified through prisoner interrogation.
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303d LF Bn ) 250 105 BQ 2022 - Base Ares 237
304th LF Ba 120 250 YA 8864 . B 1819

306th LF Bn unk 250 N of XTX Cityl wnloe

4Olet Sapper Ba 275 250 Base Ares 238  Base Area 238
4,06th Sapper Bn 75 400 unloc . vic A8 7921
AO8th Sapper Bn 250 250 NE of PXU City 'WB of PKXU City
K-394 NVA Bu’ 720 Base Area 740
K-34 Arty In 450 NAN LYR Base Area

K-39 Inf Bn 350 ZU 24,85

631 VA Bn 3 385 W of PXU City
K-31 Arty Bn 250 AR TTT1

966 KVA Bn 135 W of PXU City

d. Narrative Summary of Enexy Activity.

(1) At the begiuning of December 1968, enemy forces in the provinces
of PLEIKU, KONTUM, and DARLAC were recovering from their losses of the DUC
LAP campaign and the abortive attempt to attack the DUC CC and OASIS areas.
At this time the 66th NVA Regiment was in Base Area 702; the 18B Regiment
was thought to be in the same area, along with the 95B Regiment., It was
apparent that the 10lst NVA Regiment had already gone south into the III
Corps area. The 24th NVA Regiment was still active in the mountains to
the east of Highway 14, between PLEIKU and KONTUM. The 24th had suffered

1rhe 306th LF Battalion was first identified through documents captured

on 1 July 1969 north of KONTUM City.

2'l‘ho K-394 NVA Bn was formed by the amalgamstion of the K-34 Arty Bn and
the X-39 Inf Bu.

3The 631 NVA Bn was formed by the amxlgsmation of the K-31 Arty Bn and
the 966th RVA Bn
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extremely heavy casuvalties during the previous months and was Loopely
inettective. 1t was determined later that the bulk ot the survivors
of the 24th NVA Regiment were in the process ot working their way intao
sanctuaries in CAMBODIA.

(2) The events ot interest coucerning major forces took place during
the December period. The first involved the Y5B Regiment in the VC Valley
area, and the second fnvolved the build up ot the large base in the CHU
PA, west of PLEIKU. Atter sorting out intelligence concerning the 95B
Regiment, Task Force WINNER was tormed with the objective of destroying
the two battalions of the 95B Regiment. Intelligence showed that VC
Valley itself, also used as an extensive egress route, was not the prine
cipal location of major elements of the 95B. The responsibility ot Task
Force WINNER was also enlarged to include the base arca of the 408th
Sapper Battalion to the north. While substantial amounts of food and sup-
plies were moved from the VC Valley arca, there never was a decisive
contact with elements of the 95B Regiment.

(3) Enemy elements belonging to the 408th Sapper Battalion to
the north were also successful in avoiding decisive contact. Again
this was primarily due to the ¢nemy's total familiarity with his area and
the extremely rcough terrain in which we had to operate. Stay-behind patrols
and a stay-behind platoon, however, enjoyed occasional successes in the
408th's area by ambushing small enemy elements as they filtered back into
the base. The 408th has not subsequently engaged in anything but the most
minor of harassments and appears to have avoided contact to the northeast
of PLEIKU. Several elements of this battalion, however, have been detached
to other areas and have been moderately active while working with local
forces.

(4) Also at this time, the.Division conducted a saturation long range
patrol program within the PHU NHON District between Highway 14 and the VC
Valley to deny enemy infiltration from CAMBODIA. These patrols were placed
along known infiltration trails and in suspected cache areas. Employment
of this long range patrol effort, which consisted primarily of the IFFV
Long Range Patrol Compary, stretched from the CAMBODIAN Border south to
DUC CO, east to the PLEI ME area, and then tc the southern edge of the VC
Valley itself. Over 70,000 lbs of rice were removed from enemy caches during
the month of December. Approximately 500,000 lbs of rice had been removed
or destroyed in the area through August 1969. The removal of this vital
commodity, the removal of many sm: L1 arms caches, and the disruption of the
infiltration route has greatly hampered the capability of the 95B Regiment,
and as late as mid-September, regimental elements were still busily
engaged in trying to reconstitute these losses. A series of small patrols
placed in the area throughout a great portion of the year have continued
to deplete this regiment both in supplies and in manpower.

(5) 1t became increasingly apparent during the first part of December
that enemy units working in Base Areas 701 and 702 weré bringing a myriad
of supplies from these base areas into the CHU PA Mountains, west of PLEIKU.
It was also known that the PLEI TRAP Valley road leading out of the Tri Border
Area into VIETNAM was being extensively used for the southern movement of
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intiltration groups and logistics as well as tor the build up of forces in
the CHU PA Mouutain area. As a result of a study made by the Division (-2
section, based on valuable input received from a Hoi Chanh, a combined
operation using ARVN and 4th Division battalions was begun in the CHU PA
area during the tirst week in January 1369, Despite the triple canopy
jungle and the extremely rugged terrain, this allied operation was eminently
successtul. Not only were enemy transportation and logistical groups in

the area surprised and scattered, but over 100 tons of war materiel were
destroyed. Fires and explosions continued for days in enemy ammuunition

and arms dumps. This eifort in effect pre-empted the Spring Oftensive by
almost two months and was instrumental in destroying much of the enemy's
capability to inflict heavy damage on population centers to the east. The
24th NVA Regiment was in the southern portion of the CHU PA and suffered
such heavy casualties that it was forced to withdraw to the west to regroup.
Over 500 enemy bodies were found iun (he CHU PA area alone. Allied incursions
into the CHU PA also caught the 8th Battalion of the 66th Regiment forcing
it to withdraw into its rear base to the northwest of the CHU PA. This
battalion was never able to reconstitute itself sufficiently to take part
in subsequent battles near the population center of KONTUM.

(6) In the meantime during January and February, it became evident
that the 66th Regiment was in the rugged terrain to the north of the
CHU PA attempting to work its way east toward PLEI MRONG. The 66th was
blocked by 4th Division troops northeast of POLEI KLENG. The 7th and 9th
Battalions of the 66th, harassed at every turn and suffering heavy casualties,
warked their way to the POLEI KLENG area and in conjunction with elements
of the 40th Artillery Regiment made an abortive attempt against the fire
bases protecting the approaches to POLEI KLENG and against POLEI KLENG
itself. Attacks were also made in the BEN HET area with the heavy attacks
by fire against BEN HET climaxing in a tank attack on the 3d and 4th of
March. These tanks operating out of Base Area 609 were under control of
40th Artillery elements in the Tri-Border Area. Extensive road building
had taken place to the west of BEN HET in order to bring these tanks forward.
On 2 March Division intelligence detected heavy SLAR readings in the border
area and dispatcned a platoon of tanks to BEN HET to counter a possible
tank attack. Two SOVIET-made PT-76's were destroyed during this attack.
Also during this period, the Division captured two 105-mm howitzers to the
northwest of POLEI KLENG near the border and destroyed or captured several
trucks.

(7) Attacks during March were heavy until the middle of the month
with attacks occurriug in the DUC CO area to the south, against the villages
on Highway 14 between XKONTUM and THANH AN, and on THANH AN itself. Enemy
forces in northern KONTUM consisted of the 66th and 40th Regiments
supported by the K-25A and K-25B Sapper Battaiions, the 28th Sapper Battal-
ion, the K-20 Sapper Battalion, the K-1% Tank Battalion, and tke 304th
Local Force Battalion. Also found te the east of Highway 14 in the THANH
CAN - KON HORING area, was the 5th Battalion of the 24th NVA Regiment.
Further south, the 24th Regiment came back into the CHU PA and moved to the
vicinity of Highway 14 where it continued operations in an attempt to inter-
dict Highway 14 and disrupt pacificacion efforts in the PLEI MRONG area.
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Ouce again the 24th Regiment was unable to make any headway, and a large
portion of it, probably one battalion, was destroyed in the CHU PRONG Moun-
tain area east of the highway.

(8) By the last of March the Spring Campaign was definitely coming to
a close, and by the l4cth of April, enemy elements had withdrawn back to
sanctuaries, It is significant to note that a good portion of the enemy's
defeat was due to the pre-emptive reaction by Division elements to timely
intelligence in the CHU PA area. The movement - f lst Brigade elements
into western KONTUM near the PLEl TRAP to interdict enemy routes of supply
also contributed to the pre-emptive action., This movement completely
disrupted the enemy supply system, added considerably to the confusion
of enemy commanders and troops, and succeeded in making a major base area
completely useless to the enemy. We know from subsequent reports that
the 66th Regiment suffered over two thirds casualties during this period.

(9) 1In April, eremy forces concluded their unsuccessful Spring Offen-
sive and withdrew into sanctuaries to refit and resupply. At this time
CSF elements from TIEU ATAR made contact with NVA forces infiltrating through
northern DARLAC Province. Elements of the Division were called upon to
rapidly deploy into the area to attempt to block the infiltrating units.
Although enemy forces were never decisively engaged, Division elements
inflicted 151 casualties on the enemy in moderate contacts. Although .intel-
ligence gleaned from captured documents and PWs mentioned three infiltration
groups, the 1062, 1063, and 1064, Division forces encountered only two
companies from the 1063 Infiltration Group. Elsewhere, in mid-April lst
Brigade forces were deployed into BINH DINH Province to negate the efforts
of the 95B Regiment and the 18th NVA Regiment to disrupt the GVN Pacifi-
cation Program.

(10) 1In mid-April NVA forces which had been dormant since the culmin-
ation of their Spring Offensive completed resupply and refitting activities
in the lower PLEI TRAP and commenced redeployment into the BEN HET - DAK TO
area. Enemy forces in the Tri-Border area increased to near division
strength, Following the division size build-up, the enemy launched their
long-awaited Summer Offensive, and DAK TO and BEN HET began to receive
heavy stand off attacks, while fire support bases in the surrounding area
received light ground probes and harassing attacks. The enemy forces
responsible for these attacks were the 28th and 66th NVA Regiments,
supported by rocket, antiaircraft, and field artillery battalions of the
40th Artillery Regiment, as well as by Engineer/Sapper units. During
May, the intensity of attacks on BEN HET and DAK TO increased, and by the
end of the month both camps had received a combined total of 1,447 rounds
of mortar, rocket, and artillery fire.

UV E T PRER —R
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(11) At the same time, enemy elements in PLEIKU Province becamwe active
as the 24th NVA Regiment conducted thelr first major ground attack in over
a year and attacked LZ PENNY in battalion strength., Two days later, a com-
bined arms team, using eclements of the K-37 Sapper Battalion as a nucleus,
conducted an attack on LZ OASIS using mortar, rocket, and infantry support.
Both attacks were successfully repulsed and the enemy resumed his normal
pace of activity.

(12) During June NVA forces continued their attacks by fire on BEN HET
and DAK TO and interdicted Highway 412. The 28th Regiment attempted to
isolate and surround the Special Forces Camp and cut off resupply at the BEN
HET Camp. During June BEN HET and DAK TO received a total of 2,709 rounds
of mixed mortar, rocket, and artillery fire. ARVN forces were never able
to mount sustained operations against the superior NVA forces. However,

US artillery and Tactical Air, provided with lucrative targets by US intelli-
gence, poured tons of munitions into enemy locations, and successfully
prevented enemy forces from launching a major ground attack gainst BEN HET.
Suffering heavy losses from the continuous bombardment, the enemy was finally
forced to withdraw his troops into sanctuaries across the CAMBODIAN Border.
The withdrawal of enemy units from the BEN HET - DAK TO arca during the

last week of June marked the culmination of the enemy's Summer Offensive.

(13) By the first week of July, all NVA forces throughout the Division
area of operations were in sanctuaries conducting refitting and resupply
operations. The remainder of July saw an increase in guerrilla type activi-
ties pertetrated by small local force VC units. Activity remained light
until mid-July when operations began against the extensive base area of the
18th NVA Regiment to the north-northeast of AN KHE. Intelligence indicated
the presence of the Regimental Headquarters and supporting companies, the
8th Battalion of the 18th “egiment, elements of the H-208 LF Company, and
local force guerrillas conducting training within the area.

(14) 1lst Brigade LRP teams were inserted into the area to pinpoint
enemy locations and were immediately engaged. In addition, aircraft flying
support for the LRP teams received heavy ground-to-air fire, and LZs were
subjected to attacks by fire and harassing type fire. The main body of the
18th NVA Regiment moved north to avoid contact leaving behind rear security
elements to cover their retreat. In August, one battalion of the 1lst Brigade
was lifted to an area north of the Regiment's location in an attempt to push
the evading enemy forces back into elements sweeping from the south. Follow-
ing sporadic contact in the northern area, the 18th NVA Regiment fled north-
east across the SONG BA River into Base Area 226 again leaving behind rear
security elements to slow down friendly forces in pursuit. Sporadic contact
with small size units continued through the month of August. The numerous
bunker complexes found, contacts with enemy forces, heavy ground-to-air
fire, the uncovering of a hospital complex, and the discovery of three
rice caches attested to the Regiment's extensive use of this base area.
Although friendly forces were unable to decisively engage elements of the
18th Regiment, sporadic contacts during the two-month period accounted for
over 300 NVA killed and over 5,000 pounds of rice captured. At the close
of the northern operation, CBU bomblets were dropped along routes of egress
to make the area inaccessible to enemy use in the immediate future.
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(15) The majority of the NVA elements which had participated in the
Sumuer Offensive withdrew into their CAMBODIAN sanctuaries in July and
were inactive during August. Followiug this withdrawal, the Division focused
its attention oun DARLAC and QUANG DUC Provinces where major NVA forces had
depluoyed for the battle at DUC LAP followiug the previous Sumumer Offensive.
By mid-August reliable intelligence confirmed the movement of enemy forces
iato the IT Corps - I11 Corps border area; however, no contact was made.

(16) Enemy activity decreased throughout the AC during September as
the enemy activity was characterized by attacks by f:re, and light ground
probes against villages and hamlets in an attempt to disrupt the GVN pacifi-
cation effort. Activity was strongest in BINH DINH Province where the
2d Brigade deployed to the VINH THANH Valley to mount a combined multi-
battalion operation with ROKA forces against the 18th NVA Regiment and the
BINH DINH Provincial Unit. Only sporadic contact was made as the enemy
forces evaded to avoid decisive combat. US and ROKA forces were success-
ful, however, in killing over 260 NVA/VC. The enemy!s reluctance to stand
and fight cost him heavy supply losses as friendly forces captured or
destroyed 245 small arms, 44 machine guns, 15 mortar tubes, 500,000 rounds
of small arms, 2,000 rounds of crew-served ammunition, 56 rockets, and
47,450 pounds of rice.

(17) Increased enemy reconnaissance during early October indicated
that enemy forces were preparing for their Autumn Offensive in PLEIKU
Province. The 6th Battalion and the remainder of the 24th Regiment moved
back into the CHU PA from their CAMBODIAN sanctuary. Increased contacts
with enemy forces around PLEI ‘MRONG in mid-October indicated that the 24th
Regiment had completed resupply and staging operations and was prepared to
initiate attacks on villages and friendly installations and to commence
interdiction of Highway 14 between PLEIKU and KONTUM. Documents captured
by the 2-8 Mechanized Infantry in contact with platoon and company size
NVA forces identified both the 4th and 6th Battalions of the 24th Regiment.
The 631st Composite Battalion re-established its offensive and attacked
LZ OASIS for the first time in more than five months with rockets and
mortar fire. The 631lst Composite Battalion continued its offensive and
rocketed allied installations in PLEIKU and finally CAMP ENARI in late
October.

(18) 1In the II Corps - III Corps border area during October, the
7-17 Air Cavalry obtained initial indicatioms of enemy movement in the
BU PRANG area. In late October, reliable intelligence indicated enemy
movement northeast toward the camp. The BU PRANG and DUC LAP Special Forces
camps and fire support bases ANNIE and KATE received heavy rocket and
artillery fire from across the CAMBODIAN border which caused the MSF and
CSF forces to withdraw to the BU PRANG camp. To date the 28th NVA Regiment
and the 394 Composite Battalion have been identified in contact in the
BU PRANG - DUC LAP area.

ik 0 .
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14. (C) PERSONNEL

a. Strengths. 1n order to accomplish the mission of defense of the
base camp, conduct operations against the enemy, and provide an adequate
supply/support function, each unit was assigned an authorized number of
personnel that it could maintain in its base camp and trains area. The
base camp and trains strength authorizations for standard infantry battal-
ions were 130 and 90 respectively. The mechanized infantry battalion was
authorized 145 and 130 respectively because of ics additional logistical
requirements. As of 8 September, the authorized streugths for base camp
and trains were reduced to 120 and 80 for infantry battalions and 126 and
105 for the mechanized infantry battalion in order to further increase
unit forward strengths. These authorized strengths reflected the mission
of the unit, tactical considerations, and geographic location and could
be altered temporarily in keeping with the tactical and logistical
situation.

b. Replacements. USARV has maintained the Division overstrength in
the 11 series MOS., Although specific <hortages existed in 11C series
personnel, excesses existing in 11B MCS covered this shortage. The
shortage was not unique to the Division as USARV fills vacancies based on
total strength rather than specific MOS shortages. To solve the problem
of a shortage of mortarmen, the Division operated a mortar school, and
each unit had its own training program which was assisted by a Division
mobile training team. These two programs working together resulted in a
number of 11B personnel completing either unit training or the mortar shcool
and subsequently being assigned as mortarmen and awarded an l1C secondary
MOS. This program has significantly reduced the shortage of 11C personnel.
Requisitions for personnel that are unfilled are primarily in the senior
NCO grades. Approximately 99% of the personnel arriving in the Division
are MOS qualified.

c. Discipline. In order to meet the requirements outlined by the
Military Justice Act of 1968 and facilitate the administration of Military
Justice within the Division, a Judicial Support Activity was formed which
consolidated the administration of Military Justice Activities of 19 battal-
ions and other Special Court-Martial authorities. Formerly each Court-
Martial authority performed Military Justice functions for its own
personnel to include two trial counsels, two defense counsels, and five
court members and prepared the record of trial and published Court-Martial
orders. Under the present system, the Judicial Support Activity provides
the personnel and performs these functions for the various Special Court-
Martial authorities. This affords the unit a considerable man-power saving
and enables the savings to be devoted to the accomplishment of the immediate
combat mission. The Jndicial Support Activity also monitors potential
Courts-Martial cases and assists and advises the company and battalion
commanders on appropriate Courts-Martial charges to insure that trial delays
are held to the minimum. The centralization under the operation of the
Staff Judge Advocate has eliminated any backlog of Special Gourts-Martial
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cases to the point that an individual can now be tried by a Special Court-
Martial within one week atter the otteunse has been committed. A considerable
decrease in the numbver of Courts-Martial offenses has also been noted as a
result of expeditious trial action.

d. Prisoners of War. During the period November 1968 through September
1969, the Division detained 842 prisoners of which 520 were released as
innocent civilians. The prisoners of war collection point at Camp Enari
has grown during this period and now has the capacity to acconmodate over
200 detainees.

e, Military Police Activities.

(1) In the general category of law enforcement, five points stand out:
the size of the 4th Infantry Division Military Police Company, the success
of combining sound law enforcement with continuing command effort to reduce
traffic accidents and traffic fatalities, the need for rigid control of
indigenous personnel on US installations, the importance of having a compre-
hensive program to combat the omnipresent narcotics/drug/marijuana problem,
and the successful employment of V-100 Commando Armored Cars in convoy
operations.

(2) Size of the Division MP Company. Like other infantry and armor
divisions, the &th Division has an organic MP Company organized under the
TOE 19-27G. 1Its authorized strength of 189 has proven inadequate to support
sustained combat operations when three brigades are habitually committed.

In addition to performing all of the functions outlined in the TOE, Division
MPs use one platoon daily for controlling convoy operations and three squads
for controlling/searching indigenous personnel who arrive at Division and
brigade base camps at the daily rate of 3,600. Recognizing the need to
reinforce the Division MP Company, an augmentation was requested from and
approved by the Commanding General, USARV. This authorized overstrength of
39 enlisted men permits execution of all essential MP missions.

(3) Reducing Motor Vehicle Accidents and Traffic Fatalities. It is
axiomatic that one of the most unpalatable experiences for a commander !
whose command is engaged in combat operations is the useless loss of
American lives. The division introduced a program which has proven
extremely effective in reducing both motor vehicle accidents and traffic
fatalities. The program is thrust in three divections: first, the
promulgation of a traffic code applicable throughout the Division area
of operation; second, the initiation of uniformly rigid traffic law
enforcement; and third, continued command interest in all administrative
and disciplinary actions taken against traffic violators. The traffic
code includes two unique features which contribute vitally to low acci-
dent rates. The maximum speed authorized is 25 MPH (exclusive of direct
enemy contact situations.) The rapid accident/fatality reduction has
since shown the advantages of lowered speed limits. The other unique
part of the traffic code is the provision for impoundment of vehicles for
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any ot the tollowing ottenses: vehicle lett unsecured or unattended (the
Division rate tor larceny is 0.0%), speed In excess of 11 MPH abowe the
posted mﬁximum, drunk/reckless driving, and unauthorized dispatch.

(4) Control ot Indigenous Persounel. While indigenous civilians
provide many services for the Division, they also pose threats to internal
security as well as to private and US property. To reduce the risks the
PMO has been charged with the responsibility ftor issuing passes. Working
closely with the G2 and the ARVN Military Security Scrvice (MSS), appro-
priate clearance is verified and expedited thus minimizing the issuauce
of temporary passes. All employees and their vehicles are required to
pass through labor contruvl gates where a complete scarch by MPs and hired
indigenous female searchers is accomplished. This system has significantly
retarded larceny, black market activities, unauthorized entry, and intro-
duction of contraband items on iustallations. DPeriodically, ARVN MSS
participates in these daily operations to verify security clcarances.

All employees exchange their VN identification cards for US passes. A
nightly check insures that all indigenous personnel depart the Division
Base Camp. This system has proven extremely successful.

(5) The Narcotics/Drug/Marijuana Problem. The probliem of narcotics,
dangerous drugs, and marijuana is commonplace in today's society and is
aggravated in VIETNAM by the mental and physical stresses of combat coupled
with easy and cheap acquisition of these illegal items (hercafter referred
to as illicit drugs.) A three-pronged program initiated by the Provost
Marshal to combat the problem has been established. The three parts of
the program consist of education, investigation, and '"salvation." The
education process for an individual assigned to the Division begins while
he is in the 4th Replacement Detachment. A CID investigator presents a
30 minute straight-forward discussion of the problem, stressing the physio-
logical, financial, sociological, economical, physical, and psychological
difficulties which may accrue to an individual who uses or '"pushes" illicit
drugs. On a continual basis, CID personnel conduct scheduled presentations
at firebases and base camps. Usually two one-hour presentations are made.
The first hour is presented to officers and NCOs, grade E6 and above. 1In
this class the emphasis is placed on how personnel obtain and use illicit
drugs, where they usually hide them, actions to be taken if illicit drug
possession or use is suspected, and how military police personnel can
assist. Portions of marijuana and opium are burned for the class and all
types of cigarettes, containers, pipes, and materials are displayed.

Lower grade enlisted men receive a one-hour presentation, the purpose of which
is to discourage the use of illicit drugs. Most of the featurcs of the
Replacement Detachment presentation are reiterated. Men are also informed

of the "Salvation" program. The "Salvation" part of the program is possibly
unique to the Division. Under the provisions of this program, a person

who uses or is a user of illicit drugs is allowed to turn himself in

without prejudice for the purpose of obtaining assistance in overcoming

his problem. One requirement cannot be waived: the person turning
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himselt in must not be suspected o, under investigation tor, or pending
administrative ovr disciplinary action tor illicit drug use or posses-

sion. Usually sclt turn-in is to military police or CID, but sometimes

it is to medical or chaplain personnel. 1In any case, all three agencics: -
the Provost Mavshal, Surgceon, and Chaplain work closely together to hely
the man help himselt.  Expericenced, mature individuals gain his contidence,
reassure him rvegarding amnesty, and devote as many hours as possible to
preventing the man trom becoming an illicit drug statistic. The man
remains relatively anonymous, and his case is disclosed to his unit only
when he so authorizes although every attempt is made to cestablish rapport
between the man and an officer or senior NCO of his unit. The program

is somewhat similar to the Alcoholics Anonymous program in that the Division
Chiet of CID, an especially interested and mature individual, has made
himselt available 24 hours a day to assist or wmerely talk with those
desirving help. Although the program is too cmbryonic to assess statisti-
cally, it is considered to have had a great deal of merit. None of the
parsonnel who have turned themselves in to date have subscquently become
subjects of MP reports of iuvestigation for drug abuse.

(6) Use of V-100 Commando Armored Cars in Convoy Operations. The
Division has had frowm 14 to 30 V-100 Commando saanored vehicles on loan from
ARVN authorities for approximately 16 months. These vekicles are primarily
used in protecting and cxercising command and control of convoys. The
following concept is used: a Military Police Officer is designated as
commander of each resupply convoy. Each march serial has three V-100's;
cne leads, one trails, and one is located in the convoy's approximate
center. Gun-jeeps and gun-trucks are also dispersed throughout as needed.
All three vehicles enter the Division Transportation Officer's (DTO) radio
net. The DTO regulates traffic and a vises the MP convoy commander when
the highway is cleared of mines and ,afe for traffic. MP check-point
personnel at SPs space vehicles at 100 meter intervals and advise the
convoy commander when all vehicles have crossed the SE., The convoy
commander, normally situated in the middle V-100, controls the rate of
march by making frequent speed checks with other V-100s. V-100s have
proven highly useful, because of their ability to maneuver and lay down
a violent volume of automatic fire. Further, the convoy commander is
capable of calling for artillery and air support. Since the initiation
of the V-100 vehicle in Division convoys, no personnel have ever been
left in enemy kill zones. However, certain problems have been experienced.
Because of the loan status of V-100s, the Division has had no authorization
to stock parts. Further, daily use c¢f the vehicles caused a severe main-
tenance problem. The vehicles, while impervious to small arwms fire and
fragmentation missiles, are highly vulnerable to land mines and B-40 fire.

f. Morale and Personnel Services.

-

(1) Morale. Because the basic needs of each soldier are adequately
provided for, morale within the Division is extremely high. Such items
as mail, hot meals, clean clothing, and other comforts that can be pro-
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vided under tield conditious are never neglected in the 4th Infantry
Division. The Service Club and the Gratt Shop, cpened In July 1909;
the postal tacility; and several officer, NCO, and enlisted men's
clubs all work together to enhance the morale. They are used to
maximun extent when units are in Camp Enari on maintenance stand down.

(2) Pevsonuel Services. A sigunificant amount of time was being
lost by persounel retuveming to the Division base camp to correct their
records, get new 1D cards and tags, make allotment changes, etce. To
counter this drain, a wobile composite personnel teaw was formed under
the control of the Adjutant General. This team, made up of members of
the Adjutant General's Office, Finance Office, and Judge Advocate
Section, was instrumental in saving thousands of man-days each quurter
by taking all desired services to the troops in the field rvather than
having the individual soldier return to the Division base camp. The
team was pavticularly effective during company and battalion level
stand downs. The success of this effort was duc primarily to the fact
that all records pertaining to all individuals in the unit visited were
taken to them. The individual could start/stop an allotment, get a new
ID0 card, verify or update his emergency data card, aud ask for legal
advice on a perscnal problem on the firebase at which.he worked. A
total of wore than 50,000 man-hours was saved each quarter by the
utilization of this cecamn.

(a) Awards and Decorations. In furtherance of the command awards
program to immediately recognize acts of valor, an "impact awards" system
was established which made it possible to process and present valor awards
up to and including the Bronze Star within 24 hours of the act. This
program did much to enhance the value and meaning of the awards program.

(b) Special Services Activities. The individual soldier must occasion-
ally have a break, and during such a break, it is necessary to keep him
occupied and out of trouble. The opportunities available through the
special services program, if properly utilized, are ideal for this purpose.
A request for an increase in the number of USO shows was granted, and
Division policy established that these shows would go as far forward as
security would permit. A library and craft shop were completed in the
base cauwp to provide corstructive recreational facilities to occupy the
time of the soldier and both were an immediate success.

(c) Scholarship Fund and Division Association. Voluntary contributions
to the 4th Infantry Division Scholarship Fund up to the end of October 1969
have exceeded §$260,080.00. At prcsent there are 224 kaown eligible depen-
dents. During the year, arrangements were finalized with the National
Chapter of the 4th Infantry Division Association for the establishment of
the final arrangements are complete a sum of $250,000.00 will be forwarded
to the bank for deposit. The certificates will be issued by the National
Association to the eligible recipients at that time.
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(d) MPC Conversion and Savings. On 11 August 1969 a Conversion Day
was announced for all American troops in RVN. The Division converted
$4,476,809.70 in old MPC for new MPC in the first 48 hours of the con-
version perlod. There were 3,962 people during the period who converted
more than the $150 demonstrating the need for stronger emphasis on the
use of savings programs available for Division personncl.

g- Medical Support.

(1) Infectious Disease. By far the most severe medical problem facing
soldiers in the Central Highlands is malaria. Nearly one-third of the
cases are Vivax Malaria, and the remainder are primarily Falciparum. Through
vigorous conmand emphasis, the Vivax rate is one half that registered for
corresponding months the previous year. Since the Chlecivquine-Primaquine
tablet will prevent all Vivax Malaris, a program of testing urine for the
presence of the Chloroquine tablet was instituted by the Division Surgeon.
By requiring one fourth of each unit to be tested every week, the surgeon
was able to pinpoint the units with inadequate malaria propnylaxis programs.

(2) Diarrheal disease has almost always been food or water borne. The
constant attention to safe water by engincer elements, unit surgeons, and
the individual is constantly warranted. Water supply points are kept clean
and the soldier is shown how to treat his water with iodine tablets in case
of an emergency. Food must be meticulously prepared, and frequent inspections
of mess halls by medical personnel, food service technicians, and field
sanitation teams are conducted. Perhaps the single most important factor
that allows organists to grow in food is temperature. Food must be cooked
and kept at temperatures over 140°F, Refrigerated foods must be kept at
temperatures below 45°F. Food left between these two temperatures for
an hour or more is dangerous and unsafe to consume. Local indigenous
food and water is unsafe and troops are constantly reminded of this fact.

(3) Skin disease is quite common among combat troops. The foot is
particularly susceptible to fungal infection and immersion foot syndrome.
Frequent clothing resupply and particular attention to the feet have been
invaluable in minimizing these ailments.

(4) Dental Service. Dental care and treatment for the entire Division
area of operation was provided by the 39th Medical Detachment (MS). Camp
Enari had a thirteen chair clinic which supplemented the 71lst Evacuation
Hospital Clinic. Although incoming personnel are screened and those
requiring immediate care are treated, dental care is a continuous require-
ment. To provide this care to the forward fire bases, two air mobile dental
vans are lifted into forward areas so none of the men are deprived of this
vital service by virtue of their inaccessibility to base camp facilities.
When in base camp, men assigned to forward firebases receive first priority
treatment.
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h. Chaplain Activities. Chaplains are an csscutial part of the
Divisiou. Theiv role tn providing religious scrvices and thedr concern
with movals and morale have assisted soldlers in maintaining their sense
ot humar dignity. A particular cttort has been made to insure that the
soldier has the opportunity to receive the minfstrations of his fatth
no matter where he is. This has been made possible by chaplains vtilizing
the concept ot arca coverage. Instead of a chaplain seedng only one unit
that wmay be spread throughout the area of operations, he works within a
prescribed area and covers the many units within that arca saving the
chaplain much time. The Division Chaplain’'s Oftice has provided teams
to fly twice weekly to provide services for units that were Indccessible
to unit chaplains. These teams were available upon request by the brigade
chaplains. The teams were made up of the D1ISCOM Chaplain, DIVARTY Chaplaiu,
the Engineer Battalion Chaplain, and those in the Division Chaplaint's
Oftice. Chaplainsg who work in the forward arcas become well acquainted
with their men by sharving the hardships and hazards of fire basce lite and
arc an effective source of information. The men often seck counsel with
the Chaplain and confide in him. Problem arecas can be resolved before
the, grow out of proportion.
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15. (C) LOGISTICS
a. Goneral.

(1) Logistical support to forward combat elements has been accomplished
through forward support elements (FSE), lst Logistical Command { rward sup-
port activities (FSA) and lst Logistical Command logistical support activ-
ities (LSA). Additionally, one direct support maintenance company and cne
medical company has habitually been in support of each brigade and collocated
with the brigade trains. Land lines of communication have been the primary
means of resupply, although airlift resupply has been necessary on occasion.
Ammurition resupply has bseri provided by the 1lst logistical Command through
amnualtion supply points (ASP) located at PLEIKU, AN KHE, and MARY LOU (phased
ut)

(a) Ar FSE augmented by bath and laundry support from 45th Group (38)
has been capable of supporting a normal brigade task force of two, three or.
four maneuver battalions. An FSE operation provided by L5th Group (GS) was
necessary to support elements of the Division operating in the DAK TO area
during the early months of 1969. In April, the lst Brigade moved to AN KHE
and since that time that brigade has been supported by a logistical support
activity (LSA) cf the 593d Group (GS).

(b) FSE‘'s, FSA's, and LSA's have habitually been collocated with C-130
capable airfields. This has given the Division the capability of resup-
Plying by air if land lines of communication zre threatened or closed.

(c) With an extremely large Division AC; it was necessary to preposi-
tion certain supplies at brigade bases in order to further insure that these
supplies would be. forward should land lines of communication be interdicted.
Stockage 8bjectives (SO) were establiched on selected supplies and these SO's
were monitored on a daily basis. :

(2) Maintenance support to forward combat elsments is provided by for-
ward direct support maintenance companies of the 704th Maintenance Battal-
ion. These companies are collocated with brigade combat trains, and empha-
sis is placed on repairing vehicles and equipment as far forward as poesible.
Headquarters and Co A; 704th Maintenance Battalion provides back up:support
to the direct suppert companies, and operates the technical supply activity
for the Division. Back up direct support maintenance for the Division is
provided by the 62d Main’enance Battalion, L5th Group (GS). Due tc a sta-
bilized tactical situation during the early and summer of 1969, the Division
was able to place a great deal of emphasis on maintenance. As vehicles and
equipment received close technical inspections. the deadline rate in the
Division increased. However, by late summer, the upward trend leveled off
and is now declining. This emphasis on maintenance should result in
improved tactical operations in the future. (The maintenance status of
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tactical vehicles, combat vehicles, and aircraft 1s briefed and monitored
on a daily basis The maintenance status of other selected iteys of equip-~
ment 1s briefed on a weekly basis<). The Division has a CMMI Team and during
the past nine months each unit oi . his Division has received at least one
CMMI. A PLL Assistance Team has also been formed and this {eam makes fre-
quent visits to Division units, providing assistance in records keeping and
maintenance of repair parts.

(3) As has been stated, transportation support within the Division has
generally been accomplishsd over land lines of communication. C-130 support
is available on request and several of the Division's contingency plans call
for relocation by air. Through a constant emphasis on highway security, the
land 1lines of commanication in the Division AO have remalned opsn. Convoys
have been able to move with only a minimum of harassment. The greatest
adversity faced in overland movement was the extremely poor voad conditions
that existed in some areas during the heavy monsoon rains during the month
of July and in early August. Often an all day effort was required in order
to push supplies forward from brigade to battalion firebases. This problem
was minimized in July, however; when 1st Logistical Command agreed to pro-
vide GOER support to the Division throughout the monsoon season. The GOER's
went forward to the brigades and resupply problems were greatly reduced on
receipt of this support.

(4) Ammnition resupply war accomplished with little or no difficulty
during the year. The Available Supply Rate (ASR) of ammunition imposed no
undue hardships. On occasion the Division did request extension of certain
ASR controlled ammunition and these requests were habitually granted, though
not always in the quantities asked for. The Division; on no occasion, over-
drew its ASR of ammunition. The 88th Ordnance Battalion, lst Logistical
Command, operated the ammunition supply points in the Division’s Area of
Operations. Presently the Division is suppcrted by two ASP's; PLEIKU and
AN KHE. Additionally, a consolidated ammnition supply activity was in
operation with the 3d Brigade at the OASIS; until that brigade base closed
in October. Stockage Objectives have been established for selected muni-
tions and these SO’s are monitored on a daily basis.

b. Maintenance Support.

(1) The 704th Maintenance Battalion provides direct support maintenance
for TOE and TDA equipment; including aircraft; except medical, electrical
accounting machines (EAM), airdrop and cryptographic equipment belonging to
assigned and attached units of the Lth Infantry Division. It also provides
direct support and organizational level repair parts and maintenance sup-
plies. Support is provided on an area basis to Division units and attached
units.
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(2) Support to brigades is provided by a forward support company at
each of the brigade fire bases. The main support company and aircraft main-
tenance company are located at Camp Enari. When drastic shifts in equipment
densities occur due to the tactical situation, the support company is aug-
mented with teams from the other forward support companies. Spe -.al contact
teams are assembled on a mission basis.

(a; Speeific services provided by all maintenance units are:

1. wsquipment repair.

2. DX of selected unserviceable, recoverable components and assemblies.
3. Collection and evaluation of unserviceables.
4. Recovery and evacuation support.

(b) Backup and general support maintenance is provided bys:

1. 62d Maintenance Battalion (DS), PLEIKU.

2. 86th Maintenance Battalion (GS), QUI NHON.

3. 604th Transportation Aircraft Maintenance Company (DS), PLEIKU.
4. 540th Transportation Aircraft Maintenance Company (DS), QUI NHON.

5. USS Corpus Christi Bay (FAMF) (Depot).

(3) Each forward support company stocks repair parts using a sixty (60)
day requisitioning objective (15 days opsrating level, 15 days safety level
and 30 days order and shipping time). All requisitions from the forward
support companies pass through the main support company and the supplies
return through the same channels. This system hus proven better for this
Division than using the through-put concept.

(4) The main support company operates co:.solidated Tech Supply records
at Camp Enari for Headquarters and Company A and Company E using an NCR 500
mechanized accounting system. Forward support companies use manual stock
records procedures. The NCR 500 configuration does not have a high speed
printer capability, an auxiliary card punch or an auxiliary card reader. To
compensate for this, the Technical Supply Office has obtained machine time
on the AG 1005 system for special supply procedures. These programs enable
the Technical Supply Office to better manage the ASL and provide. more
accurate requisition status to the customers.

(5) The establishment and operation of brigade and Division Maintenance
Collection Points has helped to provide an orderly evacuation of unservice-
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able equipment to the rear areas. Minimum use of controlled substitution of
assemblies on equipment in the maintenance collection point has been a fac-
tor in maintaining the equipment of this Division in a high state of combat
effectiveness,

(6) Logistical Problem Areas.
(a) Closed Loop Supply Support.

1. The period 1 January - 31 August was characterized by additional
items being taken under the Closed Loop System of Control. This was partic-
ularly true of the signal commodity. As a result of apparent lack of signal
assets in the Closed Loop Program, both down time and deadline rate have
increased within the Division. Coupled with the lack of assets for signal
equipment is the lack of repair parts for FM series radios (AN/PRC-25 &
AN/VRC-12 series) which provide the bulk of tactical unit communications.

2. A policy of repair and return to the suppiy system exists for the
modules in these radios. The modules are mailed to Sacramento Army Depot
for repair. After repair the modules are placed into the supply pipeline
to satisfy worldwide requirements. Since 1 January 1969, the 704th Mainte-
nance Battalion has returned over 5,000 modules for repair. The number of
modules received within the Division has been less than 25%. A continuous
zero balance condition exists for certain critical modules (AN/PRC-25-A2,
A9, A10; AN/VRC-12 series, A1500, A5300 and A8500). The lack of these
modules has contributed to an average of 15 - 20% deadline rate for FM
radios within the Division over a six month period. Scme of the steps
taken to alleviate the problem were:

a. Controlled substitution of modules between radios.

b. Washout of older radios in order to allow units to requisition
newer models.

¢. Depot searches for modules.

d. Investigation of unit maintenance operations and treatment of the
equipment ,

3. All the above have allowed us to hold the deadline rate to a mini-
mum. However, until more assets either in the form of repair parts or new
equipment are made available there does not appear to be an immediate solu-
tion to the high deadline rate.

4. Power train components for the M113Al series of vehicles have been
consumed at an extremely high rate since 1 January. Asset availability has
been sporadic we to the large requirements. Aggressive supervision of
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daily organizational maintenance and quarterly services has assisted in
lowering the rate during the year. In some cases engines being rebuilt at
the Sagami Plant in JAPAN were unsatisfactory. The combination of these
factors has been the primary cause of the high doadline and replacement rate
for these components.

(b) Maintenance of Ground Equipment.

1. The general maintenance of ground related equipment was character-
ized by significant reductions in wheel vehicle backlogs, new equipment
problems, and attempts to reduce the communications deadline.

2. Combat vehicle deadline rates remalned fairly constant over the
period. Recurring supply problems on M48A3 Tanks were primarily for suspen-
sion assemblies and power traln components. Recent conferences and discus-
sions with QUI NHON Support Command has promised some relief in this ar-a.
QUI NHON Support Command agreed to pre-position certain combat vehicles
major assemblies in the 704Lth Maintenance Battalion. This will allow a more
rapid response to forward commitments.

3. Significant reductions in direct support wheel vehicle backlogs have
been accomplished since 1 January. Depot searches, requisition follow-up
and aggressive expediting are the main reasons for the reduction.

4. The artillery deadline rate has remained at an acceptable level
throughout the period. The introduction of the M102 light howitzer tempo-
rarily increased the deadline rate until unit FLL's and 704th Maintenance
Battalion ASL's were filled. M102 howitzer sights and sight mounts were
problem areas until the receipt of adequate maintenance float stockages. A
quarterly repair and return program for the M109 155mm SP howitzers was
initiated in late July and has improved the organizational maintenance of
this equipment. The repair and return program is an excellent crew viei.lig
vehicle.

5. Communications equipment has been the most pressing maintenance
problem throughout the period. The lack of replacement modules has hampered
the reduction of the FM radio's deadline rate. In addition, it was found
that the failure rate of FM radios mounted in combat vehicles was due pri~
marily to poor ventilation and overheating of components and power surges
through the equipment due to starting the vehicles with the radios on.
Electronics command is reviewing the installation requirements for the
radios in combat vehicles to reduce the overheating condition. Voliage
suppressors are now in use to prevent the power surge problem. The repair
of AN/PRC-9 and AN/PRT-l squad radios has recently become critical, due to
a change in DA policy removing the General Support Maintenance capability
for repair of these items and centralizing repair at LEXINGTON-BLUE GRASS
Army Dodot, As a result, all radios requiring printed circuit repairs must
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be evacuated to CONU3S. To offset the extended repair time, additional
maintenance float items are being obtained and a direct exchange program
initiated.

6. The AN/PP5-5 Radar was introduced in country early this year and
presented new equipment problems. Airborne Instruments Laboratory, Inc.
(the contractor for this item) provided contract representatives to assist
in resolving the problem areas and have been most cooperative and responsive
in this area.

7. Starlight Scopes AN/PVS-1, 2, 3, and TVS 2 and 4's have also had a
high deadline rate due to lack of repair parts, A repair and return program
was initiated with Sacramento Army Depot and has proven to be extremely
responsive with the average turnaround time being 21 days.

(¢) Aircraft Maintenance.

1. Aircraft availability has steadily increa- i throughout the period
due prlmarlly to the establishment of closer working relationships between
organizational and direct support maintenance units, more efficient and
effective maintenance management and properly applied command emphasis. One
of the most effective tools has been a weekly maintenance conference with
representatives from all aviation units, Division Aviation Office and Com-
pany E, 704th Maintenance Battalion. These meetings proved to be most
effective in solving existing maintenance problems and have held new prob-
lems to a minimum.

2. During this period the most significant maintenance problems have
been with the Hughes Light Observation Helicopter (OH-6A). The normal
transition problems were experienced with phase out of the OH-23 and
replacement by the OH-6A. At this time most of the OH-23 repair parts have
been purged from the 704th Maintenance Battalion ASL.

3. The major maintenance problem contributing to low availability for
LOH aircraft was the strut fairings, which were cutting scratches in excess
of 1/10,000th of an inch into the cross tube landing struts. A survey was
made of all LOH aircraft, and ten (10) were grounded until the decision was
made to remove the fairings and fly the aircraft without them.

L. Another significant problem experienced with the LOH has been the
tail rotor. It is extremely difficult to balance the tail rotor and elimi-
nate a high frequency vibration. Anothsr facet of the rotor problem has
been the inward collapsing of the tail rotor after only a few hours of
operation. Both of these problems caused a considerable drain on the sup-
ply system with a resultant zero balance in country for tail rotors. Pro-
duction had to be initiated to satisfy the requirements. Considerable down-
time was expc.ienced as a result of the tall rotor problems.
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¢. Transportation Support.

(1) The transportation support available to the Division has been ade-
quate to support all mission requirements. Highway has been the primary
mode of support with air being a backup for high priority, short-fuzed
requirements. Each brigade as a separate task force has, where possible,
been located close to a C~130 capable airfield to insure continuous support
should the land line of communications be interdicted or washed out during
the monsoon season.

(2) Highway operations have been essential to insure sufficient resup-
ply of forward brigade bases so as to permit a logistical posture which
would perwmit continuous tactical opsrations.

(a) Highway 19E is the main supply route from QUI NHON on the coast to
PLELIKU in the highlands. To coordinate use, security, maintenance and con-
trol of this road, a highway coordinator was established with headquarters
at AN KHE. Monthly meetings are held by the highway coordinator between all
units concerned, with operations, maintenance¢, control and security person-
nel attending.

(b) Highway 14N which runs north and south through PLEIKU was used to
support a brigade in KONTUM and non-divisional units as far north as BEN HET.
This road is a dispatch route and is controlled by the Division within the
AO.

(¢) Highway 19W is controlled by the 3d Brigade who is the primary user
of the road. It is used from the intersection of Highway 14 and 19 westward
to within a few miles of the CAMBODIAN Border.

(d) The monthly performance and road utilization statistics are as
follows:

1l. Average number of convoys controlled by the Division: 162.

2. Average number of vehicles per convoy: 40.

(3) Utilization of United States Air Force aircraft is infrequent in
support of Divisional operations. During the past: six months two battalions
have relocated by air. Contingency plans are in existence which provide ‘
for air movement of units when necessary. Unit air movement plans and air j
loading tables are also prepared and kept current should air movement be
required., 1

(a) IFFV C~7A aircraft are used to support courier and liaison missions
within the Division AC where scheduled common user service is not available.
Aadatinnally, they are used to support separate brigade or battalion task
force: .n a mission basis.
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(b) The C-130 and C-123 aircraft that make up the common user system
are utilized within the Division. Special mission airlift requests (SMAR's)
and routine cargo offerings are made through the local Traffic Managemsnt
Agency (TMA) field office in PLEIKU. FEmergency requests, after receiving
command approval are relayed to both TMA and IFFV for approval and necessary
action to effect required support.

(c) An average month's airlift performance for all aircraft followss
1. Sorties - 164.

2. Passengers - 5334.

-

3. Cargo ~ 107,970 pounds.

(d) The above statistics do not reflect the movement of DEROS and R&R
personnel or replacement personnel,

(4) GOER support was available to the Division during the monsoon sea-
son after a specific request for this service was initiated. Due to a rela-
tively temperate monsoon season this year, the full capability of the GOER
support was not utilized nor was it required, although when it was used, 1t
was invaluable in supporting isolated units operating in western PLEIKU
Province.

d. Supply.

(1) Logistical support for claases of supply I, II, III and IIIA, IV
and VII are provided to the Ath Infantry Division by the Lth Supply and
Transport Battalion through the use of forward support elements (FSE) and
base camp stock control and storage facilities. In addition to supgply,
the Lth S&T Battalion is responsible for providing the Division with
selected combat service support, i.e., graves registration and bath. The
battalion currently operates one FSE for the 2d Brigade and a Division sup-
ply office annex at Camp Rad¢liff in support of the 1st Brigade. This annex
stocks approximately 600 lines of ASL, and has the capability of requisi-
tioning directly from the supporting depot/ICC using its own activity
address code. This arrangement takes maximum advantage of lst Logistical
Command transportation, =aving a 58 kilometer back haul and avoids double
handling.

(2) The 4th S&T Battalion receives rations from the Class I section
(88th S&S Battalion) at Camp Schmidt for the 3d Brigade and Base Camp. The
rations are forwarded to the FSE's and base camp ration breakdown using
four TOE reefer vans. Supply point distribution and the item pile method
of ration breakdown are used at all Class I points. Class I support for the
1lat Brigade ' . Camp Radcliff is provided by the logistical command ISA
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located at that installation. Class I rations are issued daily to the FSE's
in order to insure freshness and to minimize the handicaps imposed Ly insuf-
ficient refrigeration.

(3) Class III and I1IA support for the 4Lth Infantiy Division is pro-
vided by three Class III dispensing facilities serving the base camp, Fire-
base MEREDITH and Firebase BLACKHAWK. Ths 4Lth S&T Battalion frequently pro-
vides fuel to forward elements of the brigades by 5000 gallon tanker and 500
gallon pods carried by helicopter sling 1ifts. In addition, packaged POL
products are distributed by the FSE's to unit trains for use in forward
areas. Resupply of packaged products to the FSE's is normally accomplished
by 4th S&T Battalion organic vehicles, while bulk product is supplied by
the thru-put method making maximum use of lst Logiatical Command &guipment
and avoiding time consuming double handling. The Lth S&T Battalion provides
supplemental bulk product transportation whrer lst Logistical Command equip-
ment is not available. Units at Camp Radclii: sreceive Class 1II support
from the LSA 593-3 and the 2d Brigade at LZ ENGLISH receives its Class IlI
support from LSA 593-1.

(4) Class II, IV and VII supply support and atock control ie provided
by the Division Supply Office at Camp Enari. This activity handles the
majority of the Division's supply transactions, including all TOE equipment.
Limited barrier materials and disposable eating utensils are pre-stocked at
the FSE's for issue to forward combat elements. The barrier materials nor-
mally consist of concertina wire, barbed wire, pickets, sandbags and lumber
used to construct defensive fortifications. Materials for Division use are
normally transported by lst Logistical Command transportation direct from
the depot to Division base camp. The Lth S&T Battalion organic transporta-
tion is frequently used to supplement lst Logistical Command transportation
and to pick-up critically needed items from the depot when time is of the
essence.

(5) Logistical Problem Areas.

(a) Typewriters have been a critical item to the 4th Infantry Division
for more than a year. Since 1 January, the Division has requisitioned 332
typewriters. As of this date only 147 have been received. Although preseu-~
tation of this problem to responsible logistical support elements has been
made, the problem has not been alleviated. ‘

(b) The "Project Rags" status listings received monthly from the turee
major depots and the ICC are not satisfactory in their present fcrm. The
DSU has censiderable difficulty reconciling the stock records against the
status listing because the listings are arranged by UIC. This necesaitates
each v. modity section researching fifty separate sections of all four
1l4stings in order to ascertain the current status of requisitions. The
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present format is functional for use by the consumer in reconciling his docu-
ment register, but an additionsl listing by Federal Stock Number is required
for use by the DSU,

(c) The quantity, variety and quality of fresh fruits and vegetables is
a matter of continuing concern. The variety and quantity of fresh produce
received has often been less than that required by the 28 Day Master Menu.
The total useable amounts received, after deducting spoilage, are not ade-
quate to the needs of the Division.

(d) A problem appears to be developing in resupply from the depot of
some subcritical items of general supply. Health and welfare items such as
steel cots, ponchos and wall lockers are not in stock at the devot. In
addition, problems have been experienced in obtaining fire direction plotting
boards and graphicel scales.
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16. (C) BASE CAMP ACTIVITILS

a. All major construction at Camp Enari has been terminated., The
majority of all plauned construction was completed prior to teruination
with the exception ¢f open messes, hardstand, the water distribution
system, and securlity lighting. Security lighting 1s proceeding on a
self-help basis,

b. Siuce Novewber 1908, scveral projects designed primarily for
the weltare and morale of the 4th Infantry Division soldiers, have
been completed.

¢. The Post bExchange was destroyed by fire in November 1968.
Immediate plaus were made for a new building with improved facilities.
The new Post Exchange opened on 29 April 1969. This new facility offers
the soldier the opportunity for purchasing almost any item he desires.
If a desired item is not immediately available, a mail order service is
provided, enabling the individual to mail gifts or personal items home.
The success of the Post Exchange is proven by the increase in gross
monthly sales which have risen from $800,000 in November 1968, to over
$1,000,000 in August 1969.

d. A snack bar was also opened as part of the Exchange system. This
facility oflers a variety of soft drinks, milk shakes, and sandwiches not
available in the unit mess halls. This innovation to the daily routine
of the soldier who is a permanent resident of the base camp, and to those
who are standing down after the rigors of combat has been enthusiastically
supported by the men of the 4th Infantry Division: 47,184 men used the
snack bar during the month of September 1969,

e. Post Exchange facilities were made available to forward troops
through the use of mobile PX vans and an air-mobile PX service utilizing
UH-1H helicopters. When the lst Brigade was deployed to Firebase MCNERNEY,
a special van outfitted with sales counters and display shelves was
obtained from QHI NHON and served the brigade and the battalion trains
areas within the firebase.

f. The air-mobile PX, an innovation begun in February, brings a
selection of the most popular .PX items to forward troops on a regular
schedule. The air-mobile PX vperates twice a week, frequently landing
at company or patrol LZ's for at least one hour. Watches, cameras, f£ilm,
magazines, and canned goods are the most populer items made available
to 4th Division troops. Special trips are made, when aircraft are
available, upon request of commanders in the tield.

g. Barber facilities are made available to forward troops at brigade
firebases and battalion trains areas through contracted VIETNAMESE barbers.
A five chair air-conditioned barber van with water and electrical facilities
was made available to the lst Brigade's Firebase MCNERNEY from the QUI
NHON Regional Exchange, and is now rotated among units on Camp Enari to
provide barber services. Barber facilities at trains areas and at Camp
Enari are augmented when stand downs or troop concentrations occur.

h. The men of the 4th Infantry Division have available to them
a variety of recreational and athletic activities. Division Special
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Services controls these programs with a well-traiued and responsive
statt. Recreational and lelsure time tacilitices have been greatly
expanded at Camp Enari. On 24 July 1969, Willett Hall, an 80U scat
theater and recreatioun complex, was dedicated.  The multi-use
structure has a stage, clucrama screen, theater lighting, and the
capability ol providing one of the following: a regulation-size
basketball court, four halt- .z basketball courts, two full-size
volleyball courts, or a regilation indoor tennis court. 1t also has
a weight-litting aree, a boxing ring and training area, a tull-sizce
trampoline, and cquipment check-out tacilitdes offering bascball,
tootball, basketball, boxing, handball, tennis, and badminton
equipment. In addition, teunnis shoes and athletic clothing are
available.

i. An aggressive and highly popular athletic program designed
by a trained recreation director has been made available tor the
support troops at Camp Enari and forward troops on their return to
base camp. A volleyball tournament in September and October saw
teams from all the battalions and separate companies in the Division
participating. The winning tcam was sent to QUI NHON and placed
fourth in a USASUPCOM tournament.

j« A basketball tournament began on 4 November 1969, and 16
tecams participated in daily competition., With the acquisition of a
regulation-size boxing ring and training facilities, a boxing prugram
was initiated, the only one of its kind in VIETNAM. Clinics,
exhibitions, and tournaments have been scheduled to provide training
and experience in this popular sport.

k. Trampoline instruction was instituted upon the receipt of a
trampoline in October. Training and tournaments in handball, outdoor
basketball, tennis, and softball are planned as the wet monsoon abates.

Willett Hall has been exceptionally popular with the men of
the 4th Infantry Division. Approximately 1,700 men a week checkout
the 150 pieces of athletic equipment available. Movies are shown
twice a week, and USO and special Soldier Shows are presented to
standing-room-only audiences.

m. Swimming facilities are provided by a pool complex adjacent
tc the PX aree. Swimming trunks are available for checkout, and outdoor
lounges and chairs are provided for the average of 200 men a day who
utilize the pool. Special time is set aside each day for competition
swimming and instruction. A miniature golf course within the pool
compound provides & further recreational outlet.

n. A second new recreation center, the Special Service's Craft
Shop, opened on 26 July 1969. The building, centrally located next
to the PX complex, is open 12 hours a day, six days a week, and offers
Ivymen tools, matexrials, and instruction in leatherwork, lapidary,
silver-work, woodworking, photography processing, printing and drawing,
and model building. An exceptional selection of tools and equipment is
available for the soldier's use. A resale store offers hobby materials
at wholesale or cost prices, and leather and photographic materials are
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made available at cost or below cost prices. An average of 125 men a
day utilize the cratt shop, and way request instruction in any ot the
hobby programs from the Craft Shop Director or the Special Services
Staff. A lounge and television set enhance the Craft Shop, providing
a comfortable social center for men working on projects or processing
film.

0. Special Services opened a 1,500 volume circulating library at
Camp Enari, uext to Willett Hall, and operates a large and well-stocked
library at Camp Radcliff. Popular and regional magazines and daily
newspapers are avialable for leisure-reading, and a well-stocked
reference section is provided. Popular best-sellers, important non-
fiction, and literary classics are available for circulation to anyone
in the Division.

p. Special Services also ofters a variety of USO and Soldier
Shows. Special performances and hand-shake tours are scheduled for
forward firebases and bring show-business personalities to the combat
infantrymen. Current movies are provided to both rear and forward
locations on a daily basis. Twenty projectors have been provided to
Division units for this purpose.

q. The Service Club offers checkout table games, musical
instruments, cards, a recently refurbished pool room, a ping-pong room,
a magazine reading room, TV room, music room with a piano, and a tape
room with a large tape library and a complement of tape recorders
allowing men to tape with their own machines or the excellent machines
that are offered at the Club.

r. A full recreaticnal program supervised by a trained USO staff
includes twice-weekly movies, weekly pool and ping-pong tournaments,
monthly unit and birthday parties, and USC and Soldier Shows. An
expanded schedule includes information lectures, and a theater workshop.

s. The Noncommissioned Officers' Open Mess administrative system
has undergone a complete revision to provide additional financial controls
and safeguards. These revisions are necessary to protect the interest
of NCO's and EM who support and are served by che Open Mess system. The
primary effort was the consolidation of all clubs at Camp Enari and
Camp Radcliff under one main club account. At this time all annexes
(38) are operating under this system.

t. The Main Officers' Open Mess also has absorbed as anne ~s 12
clubs within the Division area. As with the NCO mess, consolic .on
- has simplified accounting, facilitated supervision, and resulteu in a
pruvfit in both cases.

u. A unique innovation was introduced in the club system during
August 1969. All clubs were placed under the direct contrel of the
Deputy Post Commander, Camp Enari. In addition, two 4th Infantry
Division documents were prhlished. One document established admin-
istrative and operational policies and procedures for the establishment,
operation, administration and inactivation of clubs within the command.
The other established the 4th Infantry Division Audit Team and the
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procedures necessary for a close e¢xamination and evaluation of the
financial administration and fixed asscts of the officers and NCO-EM
¢lubs of the Division.

v. The audit team is completely independent of the officers and
NCO-EM clubs and cannot be influenced by either system. Separate clubs
are audited each day and the results forwarded to the Commanding
General's Office. Sinte establishing these regulations, all clubs
have been thoroughly audited. In addition, the USARV Audit Team has
conducted an inspection of the mess system within the Division. No
ma jor discrepancies were discovered. The establishment of these
controls have not caused a decline in entertaimment or other activities
in the club system. It has, however, creatid a setting for competent,
accurate, and efficient club management throughout the Division.

w. Labor management is another important part of the Division base
camp activities. A total of 425 permanent hire VIETNAMESE are employed
at Camp Enari and Camp Radcliff. To provide a centralized point of
contact and continuous supervision, the labor management office was
placed under the direct control of the Deputy Post Commander. This has
been particularly successful because of the DPC's close association
with the PX, NCO and officers club, and other administrative activities
of the Post where the majority of the indigenous personnel work.

X. In addition to the 425 permanent hire VIETNAMESE, there are
approximately 471 MONTAGNARDS hired on a daily basis, 450 housemaids,
and 204 Kit Carson Scouts controlled by the labor management offi e.
The 471 MONTAGNARDS are utilized to improve fortifications, clear
fields of fire, clean drainage ditches, and aid in erosion control
projects. These personnel are paid on a daily basis from assistance-
in-kind funds reserved from the VIETNAMESE Government. The housemaids
provide services of a personal nature such as laundry, boot cleaning,
and billet maintenance. These personnel are paid by Junds collected
from the personnel utilizing these services. The Kit Carson Scouts are
paid from assistance-in-kind funds controlled by the labor management ;
office. The 330 VIETNAMESE employed by PA & E and the 135 VIETNAMESE ‘
employed by the PX are not controlled by the labor management office,
but by each respective organization.

i et s e s g el

y. The economy is affected by the employment of these personnel _
in that 5,000,000 - 6,000,000 piasters are expended each month for the
permanent hire, 2,000,000 piaster for daily hire, 1,200,000 piaster for ‘
personal hire, and 900,000 piasters for the Kit Carson Scouts. This ;
amount represents a total of 85,600 US dollars put into the local
VIETNAMESE economy each month.
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17, (C) INFORMATION
a. Command Information Activities

(1) Arrangements have been made with the AFVN station on nearby
Dragon Mountain to present a five minute broadcast three times daily on
AM radio and four times daily on FM radio. These brief broadcasts,
prepared by the Information Office, disseminate actual combat news, as
well as feature material throughout the Division. When it was felt
that particular emphasis should be placed on specific command information
topics such as safety, savings programs, and malaria prevention, tapes
have been prepared by the Information Office and periodically broadcast
throughqut the day by the AFVN station. Because some of our units in the
eastern part of our area of operation are almost beyond the effective
range of the PLEIKU station, the Division also broadcasts through the
QUI NHON AFVN outlet. The Division also employs the TV facilities of
the AFVN station for a locally produced weekly show by the Division
Chaplain, enabling him to communicate with men that he may not otherwise
reach during his weekly and daily visits to forward areas. News
feeds are also prepared for TV presentation.

(2) The principal media for in-depth command information remains

the Division's weekly newspaper, The Steadfast and Loyal. Every issue
contains specific subjects that warrant additional command emphasis. The
Command Sergeant Major has a column by which he can communicate directly
with the men. The paper has quite.a secondary audience at home, according
to letters received requesting additional copies. The paper is one of
the best investments in time and effort made by the Division. Another
publication was also produced to fill the need for a comprehensive
orientation of new personnel. This booklet, The Faces of the Famous
Fighting Fourth, outlines the composition of the Division and the mission
of each unit. An innovation in military publicaticns was also initiated
this past year. A need was felt.for a yearbook to serve as a memento of
each soldiexr's tour of duty in VIETNAM. Authority was granted to publish
a magazine format yearbook in four quarterly increments, the Esprit.
When a man joins the Division, he will receive a current publication.
When he leaves twelve months later, he will have received three other
quarterly increments and, in effect, have a memento of his year with
the Famous Fighting Fourth.

b. Public Information Activities.

(1) Public information has been based on the policy that our deeds
will speak for themselves. Any effort to sell the Division to the public
has been strictly prohibited.

(2) The primary outlet for public information releases on signi-
ficant events in the lives of Ivymen is the US Army Hometown News Center.
An aggressive and most successful program in hometown news releases has
enabled the Division to maintain a position of leadership in this vital
program.

(3) Feature news stories and photos are also released to civilian
news agencies maintaining bureaus in SAIGON. We have achieved a moderate

degree of success in this area. It is extremely difficult to ascertain
98 ’
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the amount of copy utilized due to the lack of feedback. Feature material
and photos have also been released directly to the Amy Times.

c. Press Relations.

Due to our location and the nature of our operations, we have not
been visited by large numbers of correspondents from civilian news
media. When they do come to the Division, commanders and staff officers
have been made available for interview when possible. Our relationship
with the press is good, as evidenced by the number of correspondents
who repeatedly visit our area of operations. The MACV Press Camp at Camp
Schmidt, which is operated by the llth Public Information Detachment,
provides most of the logistical support for correspondents. On an
individual basis, however, correspondents are housed at Camp Enari. The
press has never placed unreasonable demands upon any element of this
Division. News has never been withheld for any reason except for
possible security considerations. On several occasions honorary Division
member ship has been extended to members of the press in recognition of
the outstanding job done reporting the Division'!s story to the American
public.
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PATTERN ANALYSIS

1, The pattern analysis technique was first developed for Operation
Task Force WINNER in the VC Valley during November and December, 1968,
This system of pattern analysis was developed by plotting intelligence
reports (IR's) from the area of interest for a specified time period.
The objective was to plot enemy IR®s as derived through special intel-
ligence, and then confirm the analysls by the systematic programming
of additional intelligence sources into the area.

2, One of the classic examples of the employment of the technique
occurred in the CHU PA Mountain area in PLEIKU Province. The analysis
of this area was largely responsible for an operation in the CHU PA
which lasted from January to mid March. This operation subsequently
uncover :d and captured over 100 tons of material, destroyed an
additional 200 tons of supplies, resulted in the death of over 500
NVA (body count), forced the 24th NVA Infantry Regiment to withdraw
for a time, pre-empted the enemy's Spring Offensive almost two months
in advance, and greatly reduced the intensity of that offensive.

3, Our interest in the CHU PA began in October 1968 when it became
apparent that the number of IR®s in the area were increasing. Large
numbers of IR's were also identifying known or suspected trail systems
to the west and southeast of the CHU PA, Since the day by day following
of IR's on a map was not conclusive, an attempt was made to make visual
and photo observation of the PLEI TRAP Road and the trails off the

PLEI TRAP which lead to the CHU PA, as well as in the CHU PA itself.
Movement in the PLEI TRAP was evident; improvements on the road could
be seen, and our APD continually confirmed its ever increasing use.

The road was subsequently closed. Evidence of movement to the CHU PA,
however, was inconclusive. The area was too vast for adequate visual
observation and the triple canopy jungle too thick to monitor trail
activity by photography. The same restrictions were evident when we
attempted to "see through" the jungle area that comprises the CHU PA,

L4, In early December, the initial pattern analysis was made by
plotting all IR's on an overlay, regardless of unit lidentificatlon.
This analysis was displayed by a series of overlays on an accompanying
map board. Subsequent plottings, which were made during the operation,
disclosed the fact that enemy units were indeed being driven into the
highest reaches of the CHU PA by the encircling friendly forces. These
subsequent plottings aided greatly in day to day operational planning,

5. Once surfaced by the IR Pattern Analysis, other technical intelligence
resources were employed to confirm enemy presence. Our APD was run along
the clearly indicated trail complexes, and the areas of enemy concentration

Incl 1
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within the CHU PA., Aerial recconnaissance, both visual and photographle,
confirmed the use of the river crossing points that had been indicated
by the initial analysis. Long Range Patrols wers employed both to prove
eneany presence and as an economy of force measure,

6, In short, the "layers" of intelligence indicators and continuing
analysls over a number of wesks were invaluable to the success of the
operation, Troops were esmplaced in & timely manner where they could do
the most damage to the enemy. Valleys which were suspected cacha areas
were searched and the,caches found. Despite the dense jungle and rugged
terrain, units were able to move almost directly to the cache sites.
There were no real surprises. The analysis also enabled us to search

intelligently for enemy presence in the CHJ PA after the operation ended.

In addition, it provided leads to adjacent areas which were successfully
exploited using the same pattsrn analysis technique. The numerous

fortified areas subsequently discovered were destroyed and their locations

made a matter of record for future operations.

Incl 1
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COMMANDO VAULT

1, OCne of ths more difficult problems in the Central Highlande is the
develomment of adequate landing sones. One technique that this Divisior
is now employing is the use of Commando Vault, air delivered large mass
ld.gh explosives to provide instant clearing of heavily forested areas.

2. The Commando Vault system employs the M-121 10,000 pound bowb
delivered by a ground radar controlled C-130 aircraft using drogue
parschute extracted bombs. This system has proven to be quite accurate
and it provides an excellent landing sone in a short period of time.

& Attached are beiore and after photographs of recent 1Z cuts
using the M-121 10,000 1b bomb.

b. These photographs were taken by the 4ih Infantxry Division Forward
Air Controller who was airborne at the tima af the drops to coordinate
the Commindo Vault mission. The 834th Air Division Mission Coordinator
accompanici the FAC and was in direct contact with the delivery aircraft.
All pictures were made by hand-held camera using 200-am lens.

¢. Bet #1 shows the 1Z at YA 912612, Only one bomb was used,
producing a useable 1-2 aircraft IZ, The vertical view of this IZ shows
the cleared area that was produced.

d. Set #2 shows the I1Z at YA 900629, Only one bomb was used,
producing a one gi-craft LZ. The bomb was dropped through the ground
cover which indicatas the reliability of the radar system, Weather
precluded additional photographs,

e, Set #3 shows the sttempted 1Z at YA 927596. The first weapon
produced an air burst and an unacceptable IZ. A 25 meter correction was
made to the northeast; the second weapon hit the top of the hill, pro-
ducing a two aircraft 1Z,

f. Set # shows the 1Z at YA 94,8608, This was a two weapon 1Z.
The first weapon landed in a shallow ravine at YA 949607 and did not

produce the desired results. A 50 meter correction was made to the
northwest and the second weapon produced an excellent 1Z. :

3. It is our feeling in the Famous Fighting Fourth Infantry Divisicon that
the use of the Commando Vault has been quite successful, anc has per-
mitted the Division to employ its airmobile capability in terrain that
was previously unusable because of the absence of adequate landing zones.

Incl 2
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TECANIQUES OF AIR DELIVERED MUNITIONS

1. The Division has developed techniques to maximize the effectiveness
of the CBU-42 type air delivered mine munitions. The CBU-42 is a spscial
bomblet, which; upon impact, deployes eight trip-lines that detonate the
bomblet upon activation. Thnese munitions are compatible with many USAF
fighter aircraft, are delivered under FAC control, and, if properly
targeted; can be offectively used to harases and disrupt the enemy, or
canalize his movement into areas that can be covered with a massive
artillery and tactical air fire program.

2. At the temination of the Spring-Summer affenaive that centered
around the HEN HET - DAK TO complex, all enemy elements, except the

Lth Battslion, 24 Regiment withdrew into a sanctuary in CAMBODIA. This
mOve was necessary to complstely refit and retruin combat uwnits that had
been decimated in combat. Some intelligence sources indicated that
replacements and supplies were being infiltrated south of the Tri-Border
and then east into the CHU PA Mountsin area. The normal operating area
of the K-31 Artillery Battalion and the 966th Infantry Battalion is
located south of the CHU PA mountain#, In mid-summer, these elaments
combinsd to form the 631st Compositie Battalion, By mid-July, there
were two battalion sigze units west of Highway L vith the mission of
interdicting the highway and conducting stand-otf attacks and attacks
by fire against populated areas as well as US/GVN installations., In
early August, a PW and & HOI CHANH verified the infiltration supply
route and T-stations used by NVA units, This information, coupled with
a build up of intelligence reports, indicated the axact locations being 5
used by the 631st Battalion as a bass area, and a supply route, After j
the implanting of CBU-}2 munitions across the supply route and completely
around the 631st Base Ares, there wis a definite decrease in the traffic
&long the infiltration route. Activity within the mine box around the
631st increased, and intelligence sources indicated that 631st elements
were trapped inside and were attempting to losate routes of escaps.
Farther to the east in BINH DINH Province, intelligence sources
indicated the 2d Battalion; 95 B Regiment was preparing to interdict i
Highay 19. To preclude this action, amine belt was implaced south of 1
Highway 19 and florth of the suspscted enemy location. This action along
with aggressivo pursuit by friendly forces, airlifted behind the NVA
battalion; resulted in a complete disruption of the enemy plans,
Presently, the 2d BattalSon, 95 B Regiment is scattered throughout the
soutivestern corner of BINH DINH Province and canmot successfully
perform its primary mission.

P

e —

—T

3. The munition has proven to be a highly successful means of denying
the enexmy his supply routes and restricting his movement. These mmitions
‘are used in two separate roles: the seeding of infiltration routes, and
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trs compreswion of enemy moveweni into sperifled areas, In early
Augurt 1909, air Antelligen's activities in the tri Lorder area
comlirusd heavy eneny movement from CAMBODIA into SOUTH VIETNAM, An
asrisl delivered mine barrier was smployed, and all intelligence
indicators showed a definite disruption in the prttern of enexy
activity and movement (Map 1). The se-ond pattern of employment is
the encircling of an enemy bese ares or supply area wilh the CBU.4L2 mun-
itiona in conjunstion with the submiesion of a B:52 wtrike, Following
the B+52 strike request, a request is forwarded for o CBU L2 barrier
around the strike area, Thée purpcse of the barrier ¢ to compress
eney movement into the designated target area and to dany the enemy
freedom of exfiltration from the area, This concept was employed in
the CHO PA Mountain complex. Iintelligente reports ahowsd confusion
and disruption in the enemy's pattern of activity. Artillery, tactical
air, and both persistent and non-persistent chemical agents are
programmed into these clearly derined target areay to msximize the
Jamage to the enemy., (MAP 2 & 3)

4, The planning for the selaction of these target areas is a joint

Air Force-Army responsibility. The ground commanders sslect barrier

areas to complement their schemes of maneuver, thwunplan, with the Air

Liaison Officer,, the specific barrier trace and the most efficient

wethods of employment., The ATN xnd G-3/8-3 Air Officer, from either

a map or alr reconnaissance, ne¢lert the precise trace for the barrier

after considering the terrain and the capabilities of the probable

delivery aircraft. As soon as political and tactical clearances are

received from the appropriate agéncies; the request for the barrier

is forwarded to the next higher hesadquarters., Upon receipt of an

approval for expenditure; the mission is programmed from daily air

allocation resources. FAC delivery control procedures are similar ;
to those used in anv other mission, except that the FAC must mark each i
trace of the desired barrier. Onse on station; the FAC may msake minor
adjustments to increase the effectiveness of the barrier,

5. The major problem connected with the CBU~42A mines is the same
problem that applies to all barriers: the barrier restricts both
enemy and friendly movement. Consequently, CBU-42 mines, because of
their thirty (30) days life, are employed ‘n zreas where there is no
planned friendly movement; or in border denial operations, where the
barrier is designed to resirict and disrupt enemy movement.

€. It hos bean the axperience of the Lth Infantry Division that aerial
delivered mines, deploye in properly selected targst srsas, have been
of great value in harassing and disrupting the enemy, by depriving him
of his freedom of movement, and compressing his movement into areas
where he can be decisively engaged by artillery alons with strategic
and tactical air strikes.

e .
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SCORP1ON OPERATLIONS

1. Scorpion Operations involve the use of the Airborne Personnel

Detector (APD) in conjunction with grn ships that have been given

prior clearance to fire on any target. A minimum of four aircraft
are required on these missions.

2. One OH-b6A (LOH) helicopter (detector ship) carries the personnel
detector and detector operator. For the best performance of the APD,
the detector ship should fly 10 to 20 feet above the trees. The best
aircraft speed is between 90 and 100 knots; flying slower than 90
knots makes the detector helicopter more vulnerable to hostile fire.

3. Two AH-1G Cobra gunships azt as cover ships for the low LOH.

One Cobra flies 50-100 feet above and behind the low LOH. The second
Cobra flies 100-500 feet above and behind the LOH providing direction
to the LOH and plotting detections as they are announced by the
detector operator.

4. The second LOH flies at 100-1500 feet and acts as radio relay to
the supported unit. It also serves as a rescue aircraft if the detection

ship is forced to land.

5. When searching an area comparatively free of mountains, the detector
ship flies at tree top level to reduce the slant range to the target,
thereby facilitating more accurate detection. The flight search pattern
of the detector ship is flown in a crosswind S-shaped. pattern, moving
from the downwind side of the search area to the upwind side.

6. During the day in mountainous terrain, the air currents tend to flow
up valleys. Therefore, the crosswind search pattern is not used. The
detector ship flies at tree top level just below the crest of ‘the ridges
from the top of the hill down the draws and ravines. By flying downhill,
the pilot reserves engine power to be used in emergencies.

7. When a reading between 40 and 60 is obtained on the personnel detector
meter, the operator will radio "mark'" to the plotting ship above. When

a meter reading above 60 1s obtained, the operator radios a "heavy mark"
to the plotting ship. Each "mark" and "heavy mark" is corrected for
plotting purposes to allow for instrument and commo delays. The APD has
a 2 to 3 second delay and will have traveled 200 to 300 feet past the
source before the detection is indicated to the plotter.

8. When heavy readings are received and a target developed, the escorting
gunships may expend on the target, or the high LOH can call artillery fire
in on the target. In either case, the SCORPION mission is an aggressive
operation to seek out the enemy and bring immediate fire on him.

Incl 4
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ROME PLOW OPERATIONS

1. The Rome Plow hunker busting-land clearing operation was first under-
taken by the Famous Fighting Fourth Infantry Division in Jume 1969. Opera-
tions in the CHU FA Mountain area revealed the existence of large complexes
of bunkers that had to be destroyed. The 4Lth Division Engineer conceived
an operation to strip the complex of its forest cover and eliminate the
bunkers. Rather than attack the bunkers in the conventional manner with
demolitions, tractora equipped with the special Rome Plow blade and others
equipped with standard bulldozer blades would be employed.

2. With demolitions it is difficult to destroy bunkers completely; if the
uprights are demolished, the hale remains, and the enemy can recoustruct the
bunker with relative eage. If the ro¢f is blasted ia, the enemy can burrow
still deeper and continue to use the bLunker. The Rome Plow is more effec-
tive. It rips off the cover, fills in the hole, and clears away the trees
and brush, depriving the enemy of his concealment, and making him more vul-
nerable to air and artillery fires should he attempt to reoccupy the area.
The tangle of fallen trees makes the cleared area even more difficult to
traverse than the natural forest growth. The Rome Plow method renders the
area useless to the enemy on a proionged basis.

3. The Rome Plow blade has a sharp cutting edge Jjutting out at the emnd.

As the D-7 tractor smashes through the trees and undergrowth, the Rome Plow
blade works both like a bulldozer blade and a glant axe. The tractor has a
braced steel cab with heavy steel screen to protect the operator from
falling trees and debris.

L. Normally two teams are employed in an area where extensive works must be
done. The teams consist of one officer and twenty-five enlisted men. They
are equipped with two D-7 tractors with Rome Plow blades, two D-7 tractors
with standard bulldozer blades, one combat engineer wvshicle with bulldogzer
blade, one M4BA3 tank, two.2% ton cargo trucks, two trailer-mounted 250
cubic-feet-per-minute air compressors, and one maintenance contact team.

The contact team handles the heavy welding requirements that a®ise during
land clearing operations. The compressor is used to blow out the doszer
radiators three or four times a day, a necessary task because of the dirt
and debris churned up while stripping the jungle. The 2% ton trucks tow the
compressor trailers and carry PJUiL. The combat engineer vehicle functiens

in conjunction with the tank to provide security.

5. The engineer teams, accompanied by infantry, enter the work area; it is
#sgential that there be clese coordination with the infantry. The standard
practice is for cne infantry element to sweep ahead of the team, watching

for the enemy, reconnoitering the area, and locating the bunker sites. The
enginever teams, accompanied by the remainder of the infantry and its head-

Incl 5
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quarters alement, move in to destroy the bunkers. Meanwhile, the reconnoi-
tering infantry continues its sweep. The infantry-engineer teams do.nat
seek contact as that would only disrupt their misesion.

6. An ancillary benefit of the land clearing operation has been the crea-
tion of potential landing zones throughout the a&rea of bunker complexes.
The cleared strips, though cluttered with fallen trees aid debris, can
become landing zones if necessary. More suitable are the cleared laager
positions, established every night as the infantry-engineer teams move
through the area.

7. Although trackad vehicles have performed with little difficulty, the
monsoon season with its mud does hamper movement of the wheeled vehicles.
However, there are always tracked vehicles to assist, and this was not an
insurmountable problem.

8. Rome Plow operations have bacome increasingly more successful. It has
become apparent that engineer land clearing has become one of the Division's
most effective means of denying the enemy his senctuaries and increasing the
security of the Central Highlands.

e et A e
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LAND CLEARING 1IN THE MANG YANG PASS

l. InJuly, the Land Clearing priorities which had been established in May
by the Division were reexamined to insure completeness, orderly progression
of work, and support the current tactical situation.

2. One of the major tactical develeopments prompting this was the increase

of enemy activity in the MANG YANG Pass and the area to the ecast. Tactical
reports and intelligence established the arcva between the pass and Bridge 26
as the most active for both ambush and infiltration. Based on this, an
examination of the fcasibility of clearing this area was requested. An
aerial reconnaissance of the entire highway was made to determine the neced
for machines to cut secondary growth. The secondary growth in the area of

"interest that had been cleared prior to this time was very thick, and

offered good cover and concealment. Combined with the dense tree growth to
the north and south of the originally cleared arca, it offered a decided
advantage to the enemy.

3. After these factors were considered, the decision was made to attempt
to obtain the use of the 538th Land Clearing Company in August, rather than
wait until October as originally planned. The first priority would be the
bowl formed in the boundaries previously delineated, which covered an : ea
of some 6,000 acres. Then, selected areas on Highway 19 to AN KHE would be
done.

4. A message was sent to IFFV in late July requesting the immediate use of
the 538th Land Clearing Company on this top priority mission. Approval was
obtained, 26 August was established as the start date.

5. Prior to this, an on-site reconnaissance of the task was conducted by
the active principals to be involved which convinced them of the merit of
the prolect.. Vegetation to the north of the highway was to be cut back to
the foothills if possible; to the south, the cut was to be over the crest of
the first hill line, but not to the base of the mountain, as there was no
additional tactical advantage to be gained by that additional clearing.

6. A week prior to the actual movement of the 538th Land Clearing Company
into the area, final plans for movement and support were firmed. The final-:
ized program for clearing was submitted to IFFV on 15 September 1969.

7. The weather prevented the 538th Land Clearing Company from completing
the project in its entirety, but the work that was done was most beneficial
to the highway security program. In addition, their movement to and work in
the area of LZ SCHUELLER provided additional benefits to the overall pro-
gram.

Incl 6
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INFANTRY WEAPONS

1. Claymore Mines. The Claymore mine has proven itself to be an extremely
effective wesapon both offensively and defensively. Its use in the defense
is evident, but ite importance in the offense to initiate contact may not
be fully realized. When ambushes are established by unite or patrols, the
claymore detonation creates a devastating casualty producing and peycholog-
ical effect. ‘The mine is lightweight; each individual may carry one if the
situation dictates. It has long been recognized that enemy forces use hug-
ging tactics against US forces to preclude the use of close in artillery
support. Long Range Patrole habitually use claymore mines around their
night locations and ambush positions. Using them to initiate contact has
caused many enemy casualties, and detonating the mines in many situations,
causes a sufficient 1lyll to enable the patrocls to extricate themselves.

2. M72 Light Antitank Weapon (LAW). The LAW is another weapon that 1is
light for sach man to carry, and that has sufficlient firepower to effect the
action. The number of ways to employ the LAW is only limited by individual
ingenuity. As an offensive weapon, the LAW is effective against bunkers

and caves which are a nemesis in the Division area of operation and it is

an excellent fire suppressive weapon when engaging an entrenched enemy.

3. XM203 Over—Under. This weapon provides the dual capability of the M6
rifle and the 4Omm grenade launcher, and provides flexibility and versitil-
ity of employment. It can be used to deliver a high volume of either type
fire as the situation warrants. The individual soldier has expressed a
desire for this weapon because it eliminates one or the other type individ-
ual weapon. Also, personnel like the ability to have a large caliber weapon
to deliver heavy fire at the initiatidn of contact, or a "reserve" of a
large caliber weapon that may be needed -at a critical time.

Incl 7
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SHORT RANGE PATWOLI

1 Purposey  This inclcesure sets forth basic concepts principles and gulde
lines for the comduct of Short Range Patrol (SRP) operations within the 4th
Infantry Division,

2, General: The oxtensive area of operations of the 4th Infantry Division
has required the devolopmont of adlitional means to supplemont conventional
patrolling and roccnnaissance operations. Terrain, vegetation, lack of lamd-
ing zones, and tho sheer size of the arva of operation all hindor normal re
connauissance activity. ln order to incruase the offeotiveness of limited as-
sets, and provide for the prompt detection and destruction of enemy forces, a
conoept of Short Range Patrolling has beon developed . Short Range Patrols

are designed to saturate an area with a series of small stationary teams po-
sitioned along likely enemy avenues of approach.

3. Missions The mission of the Short Range Patrol is:

a. To detect and report the preseunce. size and directlon of movement of
enemy forces.

b. To direct artillery, mortar, tactical air, armed helicopters and
other fire support means on the enemy force and report the results observed.

4, Employment: Each rifle company will normally employ five to seven SRP's
at distances up to three four kilometers from the company base, The SRP will
remain in position from 48 to 72 hours. The position should afford the best
observation possible and be concealed from enomy detection and should be far
enough from other friendly elemonts to allow for the use of lmmediate and ef-
fective fire support.

a. The ideal size for a SRP is four men; a greater number increases the
risk of detection and compromise of the SRP position.

b. Each SRP must be thoroughly briefed on its mission; the situation in
the area; the location of friendly units, especially other SRP's in the area;
available fire support, to include preplanned concentrations; and procedures
to be used Af the SRP becomes engaged with the enemy., The briefing will in-
clude information on the location and movement of 4th Infantry Division ele-
ments, and ARVN, RF/PFD and CIDG forces conducting operations in the area.
Whenever possible, the briefing should be conducted by the company commander
and artillery forward ohserver,

¢, Each SRP is inspected prior to leaving the fire base to insure that
it 1s knowledgeable of SRP procedures, that it has the required equipment
that this equipment is operable, and that no prohibited items (cigarettes,
transistor radlos, etc) are taken on the patrol.,

Incl 8
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d. As a general rule, SKP's do not mouve except when enroute tu or evac-
usting their position The SKRP is most vulnerable during the movement to and
from its position. Upon leaving the fire base, the SHP team will normally
follow a route which offers the best cover and concealment. A different route
with simillar cover and concealasnt, will be used for returning. SKP's should
not move directly into their primary position. Different techniyues such as
observing the position from a secondary position, or moving past the position
and then olrcling back, can be used to insure that the SKP position is secure.
The SRP Team must not be observed as they move into their pusition,

e, Adherence to good patrolling techniques is essential at all times.
Talking, use of lights, smoking, careless handling of squipment and needless
movement at any time, especially after the occupation of the position, can
lead to the compromise of the patrol, When a SRP adhrres strictly to light
and noise discipline, practices sound patrolling techniques, preserves the
vegetation in and around positions., and employs proper procodures for calling
air and artillery, excellent results can be expocted. When practices are not
observed, casualties and mission fallure will inevitably occur.

f, 1f a SRP has reason to believe that its position may have bLioon compro-
mised, it must move either to an alternate position or back to its patrol fire
base, In this regard, particular caution must be exercisod when a SKHP is em-
ployed in a populated area to avoid accidential detection,

g. The mission, size, and 1solated location of the SRP necessitates a
high state of vigilance and alertness at all times. No more than one SRP Team
member 1s asleap at any one time,

h, SRP's will not conduct sweeps after employment of artillery or air
strikes, Aerial reconnaissance assets will be utilized to the maximum ex-
tent possible to assess results of artillery fires/air strikes., If circum-
stances dictate a sweep operation following a SRP sighting, commanders will
insure that an adequate force is utilized to perform the mission,

1. SRP's will be debriefed immedlately upon their return from a patrol,
and the debriefing will cover all phases of the SRP's activity. When possi-
ble, it will be conducted by the supported battalion S..2, and all information
will be forwarded immediately through intelligence channels.

5 Equipment: The amount of equipment carried by the SRP team is dependent
on the terrain, the distance the team must travel, and the time it is sched-
uled to remain in position. The items listed below are considered the mini-
mum essential and are standard combat equipment. ltems designated for Long
Range Patrol use may be substituted when available.

Incl 8
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TYPE

AN/PRC 25/77 w/sufficiert batteries for
duration of patrol and long and short
antenna

Smok» groenades

Frag grenades

CS grenades

Hand Flarea

Ammunition

Claymores

Machete

First aid Kit

Compass

Strobe Light

Halizone Tablets

Rations

Poncho and Poncho Liner

Insect Repellent

Malaria Tablets

Map

Signal Mirror

QUANTITY

1 (with extra handset, if
available)

4

2-3 per individual

4

4

Basic Load

2.4

1

1l

1

1 (if available)

as required

as required

1 per individual

as required

a5 required
1l per’ ~ as minimum

1

6. Trainings Training for SRP operations must be uontinuous, and should

include the followinz as & minimum:
a., Land Navigation.

b, Adjustment of artillery and mortar fire.

c. TAC air and armed helicopter support.

Inel 8
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d. Communications (inecludes reporting procedures, radio, pyrotechnics,
field expediency antennas, brevity codes).

eo. Actions to break contact.
f. First Aid.
g. Comhat Intelligence.

h. Patrolling (to include all phases of preparation, planning and ex-
scution).

1. Individual weapons training.

7. Reports: Spot reports will be submitted for all SRP sightings, incidents
or contacts. The number and location of all SRP's will be reported in brigade
daily plans summaries.

/29
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LONG RANGE PATROL ACTIVITIES

1. On 6 October 1969, LRP activities within the Division were reorganized
to more efficiontly use available LRP assetsa. Prior to this LRP activities
were divided between the Division controlled Co K (Ranger), ?5th Infantry
and the brigade controlled IRP Platoons. This organitation produced dupli-
cation of effort and increased requirements for assets, both men and matz-
rial. Nelther the brigade nor the Division had the capability to monitor
a large target area without considerable difficulty with command, communi-
cation and reporting.

2., After th, reorganization was completed, the brigade LRP Platoons were
absorbed into Co K, 75th Infantry under the operational control of the
Division G3. The centralization of LRP assets is row being tested. Early
indications ars that the reorganization has resulted in a much improved
?75th Infantry. To better understand the organization the SOP for Co K

and LRP Operations are included in this inclosure.

3. The most effective employment of Rangers is one in which a large number
of teams are deployed in a given area to screen an enemy route of approach
or withdraw#l, An example of this employment occured in early October 1969,
when the 2d DBrigade was withdrawn from its AO northwest of PLEIKU. A twelve
team LRP platoon, with a platoon leader ard control team, was deployed to
PLEI MRONG and staged out of the Special Forces camp there. An average of
eight teams were operational at all times, screening the mountain Pange west
of PLEI MRONG, with the other four teams used as a rotation base to provide
for stand-down and further patrol preparation. When the 24th NVA Regiment
began its move eastward toward Highway 19 on 12 October, its movement was

reported by the screen, and for four days the enemy was subjected to directed

artillery and air strikes, and lost twelve men to ground contact with Ranger
teams, Given early warning, the 4th Division had moved a mechanized infan-
try battalion into the PIEI MRONG area by the time the 24th Regiment emerged
from the mountains. In a series of contacts the enemy lost over 100 men KIA
and his offensive was pre-empted.

4, Mission: The mission of Co K (Ranger), 75th Infantry is to provide a
long range reconnaissance, surveillance, and target acquisition capability
to the 4th Infantry Division; provide personnel and equipment to train, ad-
minister, plan for, and employ LRP's a&s directed; and conduct limited har-
assing activities.

5. Command Relationshipt

a, ACofS, G3 will provide general staff supervision for operations con-
ducted by Co K (Ranger).

Inel 9
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b, ACofS, G¢ will recommend missions to ACofS GJ according to weekly
intu.ligence reports.

c. Brigade commandars will support from patrul platoons placed DS to
them,

6., <Juordinations:

a. Brigades and the 1 10th Cavalry may request Division LRP employment
on & mission basis,

b, Requests for DS teams will be submitted through G2/S2 channels to ar-
rive at G2 no later than 2400 hours each Saturday; one information coupy will
be forwarded to G3. Requests will indicate the recommended areas of operation

in order of priority.

¢, G2 will notify the requesting unit of the status vf the request as
soon as possible.

d. Control teams are normally deployed once per week in accordance with
approved priorities and LRP teams are att ached on a mission basis.

7. Responsibilities: The following comments apply to brigades and the 1. 10th
Cav,

a. Units will assign missions to the DS patrol platoon leader., The patrol
platoon leader is responsible for determining the number of teams to be employ

to accomplish the assigned mission,

b, Units will provide reaction forces for both OPCON LRP teams and LRP teams
employed in their AO,

¢. Units will insure that DS LRP teams are provided with an overflight of
the AO at least three hours prior to insertion to allow the team to adequately

prepare for its mission.

d. Units will provide for the insertion and extraction of DS LRP teams and
LRP teams employed in their A0 using air asse's provided for the purpose by G-3.
Actual control of insertions is exercised by the K-75 control party supporting

the Brigade.

e. Units will plan for and execute emergency extractions of both DS LRP
teams and LRP teams employed in their AO,

£, K-75 will establish mission support sites when necessary to maintain
communications and control of DS LRP teams.

g. Units will provide messing, quarters, and SOI extracts for DS patrol
platoons.

Incl 9 ) B 3
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8. LRP Operations:

a, Eaployment.

(1) 1BP teams are employed under the control of the assigned platoon
headquarters, The number of teams operating under platoon control may vary
due to the assigned mission. The platoon leader is responsible for planning
assigned missions and preparing, employing, and debriefing his teams.

(2) When a patrol platoon is placed DS to & unit, the patrol platoon
headquarters and attached mission support sectlon will normally locate with
the tactical operations center of the supported unit. If the teams are to
be deployed in the area of operations of a subordinate unit, the petrol
headquarters and mission support section may be zollocated with the head
quarters of the subordinate unit for better control.

(3) Teams may be deployed on Division missions in a subordinate unit's
area of operations. When this sccurs, a mission support section will be lo
cated with the tactical operations center of the concerned unit for liaison
and communiocations support. The concerned unit may require the mission sup-
port section to locate with a subordinate unit for control purpeses.

b. Insertion.

(1) Patrols are inserted by helicopter, ground vehicles, walk in or by
the use of stay-behind., The terrain, weather and distance from the staging
area to the insertion point generally dictate the means to be used. In all
cases the insertion must be carefully planned to eliminate the possibility
of the LRP teams being compromised upon entering the AO,

(2) The most desirable AO for a LRP team is enemy territory away from
friendly forces and civilian villages. In thils way, an inserted team can
safely determine that any movement or firing that they hear or cbserve is
caused by enemy forces.

(3) The following is applicable for helicopter insertions:

(a) Two 1ift ships--one for insert, one C&C/chase ship--and two gunships
are mandatory for the insertion of & LRP team by hselicopter,

(b) Personnel will be seated in such a manner that immediately upon ex-
iting from the helicopter, they are in their patrol formation.

(¢c) No membsr of the patrol will leave the helicopter until he receives
the exit signal from either the crew chief or the door gunner. The crew chief
or door gunner will give the exit signal at the command of the aircraft com-
mander,

N . .. .
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(d) After exiting from the airoraft, the patrol moves immediately to that
portion of the LZ that provides the maximum cover and concealmen:, and immedi-
ately establishes radio communication with the insertion officer to verify its
loocation and to determine the quality of communication., If communication dif-
ficulties exist, the patrol will move to a higher terrain feature and again at-
tempt to establish communications. If communication is not possible after 30
minutes, the patrol will secure the 1Z and await extraction.

¢, Extrections.

(1) Selection and security of an extraction LZ is a very important phase
of the LRP miasion. Wind direction, obstacles, enemy locations, sige, and
terrain must always be considered prior to extraction. The alrcraft commander
approves the selection of LZ's., Patrol leaders will assist the aircraft com-
manders in every way possible to insure a safe, quick extraction. After the
alrcraft has landed, the crew chief or door gunner will signal for the teaa
to approach. The team leader will move the patrol to the helicopter as quick-
ly as possible.

(2) Due to the hazard of night LRP extractions, requests to DTOC for air-
craft for night LRP extractions will be made only after the supported unt com-
mander or Company Commander of Co K (Ranger), 75th Infantry has personally de-~
tormined that the extraction is necessary.

9. Communications procedures.

&, A system of communication:checks will be instituted which will insure
radio contact checks with LRP teams every two hours during daylight hours and
every hour during the hours of darkness. .

b. An SOP will be dist:ributed within each unit using LRP teams for the im-
mediate re-establishment of communications with LRP teams if the first communi-
cations check is missed. If communications fail, the following minimum proce-
dures will take place: :

(1) An immediate overflight of the area will be made in an effort to re-
ceive prearranged signals with radio, pyrotechnics, or signals by mirror when
the aircraft is overhead,

{(2) Aircraft will check out prearranged primary ard alternats extraction
points.,

(3) Should these communication attempts fail, an appropriate rescue team
will be introduced into the area to search for the teanm,

10, Debriefing.
a, When LRP's are placed OPCON to separate units, the S2 of the supported
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unit will debrief the team upon the compietion ¢f the mission .n coordinatior,
with the patrol platoon leader,

b, When teams are employed in brigade and . .0 Cava.ry's AO's coordina
tion between the unit S2 and the CO, Co K (Ranger) 75th Infantry, wiil be made
to establish the location and time of the debriefing When pcssible the LKP
team will be moved to the designated location by the S2 for debriefing 1t
the debriefing al brigade level 1s not possible due tu time and transportat.en
requirements, a debriefing report wili‘be provided by Co X (Ranger). 75tn 1In

fantry.

¢. An informal report of the debriefings will be forwarded to tho ACLIS
G2 within 24 hours after extraction; an ainformation copy will be forwardud to

ACofS, G3.
11, Reaction Force.

a, A reaction force will be designated by the suppcrted un.t CO to expioit
LRP sightings or to reinforce LRP patrols in contact., The reactzon fcrce ¢:m
mandey will be briefsd thoroughly on the area of operation, and will formulate
contingency plans for the commitment of the reaction force,

b. The size of the reaction force will be determined by the trocps and air
craft available and the estimated enemy threat. A.desireablervaction furce 1s
considered to be the assault elements of one rifle company that can be employed
within thirty minutes of notification.

¢, The helicopter support necessary to employ the reaction force must be
designated specifically for this mission. This inciudes both the 1ii% ships

and gunships.

d. The decision to commit the reaction force must bs timely. I1f the size
of the enemy contact indicates a larger force than the ready reaction-force is
capable of effectively engaging, additional forées should be alested and com
mitted, Fire support in the form of air, field artillery, and gunships should
be employed in conjuction with the reaction force to destroy the enemy and as-
sist in the extraction of the LRP team,

12. LRP Reports.

a. Spot Report. CO, Co K (Ranger), 75th Infantry and brigade S2's wiil
submit telephonic spot reports immediately to G2 Operations (DTOC) as they are
received. Spot reports will be submitted on all insertions, sightings, cur-
rent locations, night locations, contacts, and extractions. Current locations
will be reported to G3 Operation (DTOC) at 1600 hours daily. Night locations
will be submitted by 2000 hours daily.

b. LRP After Action Report. A LRP after action report will be submrtted
Incl 9
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to G2, ATTN: G2 Air/Recun. by Co X (Ranger) 75th Infantry and by brigade
S2's for OPCON teams after esach LRP mission. This report will be submitted
in 1wo coples each with an overlay, 1¢50,000 scale, depi:ting the area of
operations, lnsertion and extraction peointa, route of march, night halts,
and any significant information. After Action Reports will be submitted
NLT 24 hours after extraction of the team. This report will be classif.ed
CONF1DENTIAL upon completion. An information copy will be furwarded to

ACofS, G3.
¢c. LRP Weekly Status Report. The LRP Weekly Status Report wilil be sub
mitted to ACofS, G3, by 1500 hours each Monday.

d. LRP Monthly Status Report. The LRP Monthly Status Repurt will be
submitted to ACofS, G3 by CC, Co X (Ranger), 75th Infantry as of 2400 hours
on the last day of each month to revach this headquarters NLT 1200 hours on
the second day of the new month. This meport will be classified CONFIDEN.

TIAL upon completion.
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ABREVIATIONS

List of abbreviations used in text (lucal common usage standard Army)

AA Anty Alrcraft

AFB Air Forse Base

AFRS Armva Forces Radio Service

AGI Aanuai General Inspection

ALOC Air Lane ol Commurications

AO Area of Operations

APC Armorea Personnel Carrier

APD Airborne Pessonnei Detector

ARP Aero Rifle Platoon

ARVN Army Republic of Vietnam

ASL Authorized Stockage Liast

A3P Ammunition Supply Point

ASR Ammunition Supply Rate

A/V Audio/Visual

AVLB Armored Vehicle Launched Bridge

AW Automatic Weapon

BC Body Count

CA Civie Action, Combat Assault

CAS Close Air Support

CBU Cluster Bomb Unit

cacC Command and Control (Aircraft)

CHICOM Chinese Communist

cI Counterintelligence :
CIA Captured in Action }
CMTT Combined Mobile Training Team ;
(MIT Combined Mcbile Instruction Team

CORD Council on Revociutionary Development

CP Command Post

CS Tear Gas ‘
CSF Camp Strike Force

cSs Combat Sky Spot 1
DISCOM Division Support Command

DS DMrect Support

proc Division Tactical Operations Center

EIP Equipment Deadlined for parts

ERP Engineer Rappelling Platoon

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED WHEN
SEPARATED FROM CLASSIFIED
Inci 10 DOCUMENT
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FAC Forward Air Controller
wpC Fire Direction Center
FO Ferward Observer
FOB Forward Operating Base
FRAGO Fragmentary Onier
FSA Ferward Suppert Area
FSB Forward Supp L Base
FSE Forward Supply Element
FWMAF Free World Milatary Assistance Forces
GRREG Graves Registraticn j
GS General Support
GSR General Support Reinforcing
GUNSHIP Armed UH-1 Heliccupter
GVN Government of Vietnam
HAWKEYE TEAM Four Man Hunter - Killer Team
HE High Expliosive
H&Y Harassmest, and Interdiction
HEADHUNTER 0-1E Alrcraft Used for Visual Reconnaissance
HOOK CH-47 "Chinook™ Helicopter
b (o] Installation Coordination Center
IFFORCEV, IFFV I PMleld Force. Vietnam
JUSPAO Joint US Public Affairs Office
XBA Killed by Air f
KIA Killed in Action 4
Lr Local Force
LOH Light Observation Helicopter
1P Listening Post i
LRP Long Range Patroli i
LLOC Land Line of Communication i
1z Landing Zone J
MACV Military Assistance Ccmmand, Vietnam H
MEDCAP Medical Civic Action Program
MF Main Force
MI Military Intelligence
MIA Missing in Action
MSF Mobile Strike Force
MSR Main Supply Route
MTOR Modification Table of Organization and

Equipment
Incl 10
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LR dou Cormtiol Staaon

LA Nortn Voo samo oo Aoy

I"7AC Hooth Victnmenn Army Captlve

Q2 Onlur o1 Baitau

or Obnervation Pout

JEON Opu ationa, Contraid

OLAL OporatLonad Paan

CronD Cpuratzone, Upter

P Popusar Force

PR3AC PPierka Sub Area Commard

POLWAR Pulitical Wartare (ARVY)

PO PW Prisonor of war

1N I‘ru}‘lunrmd

PSYOPs Psysholog:caa Operations

RATT Radie Te by b

RCA Rict Conmtict Agent

RD Revolutirmary Development

RED BALL Emerguncy Rey.isition for Part to Remove
Major Tvern from Deadlane

RF Regicnal Force

FIF " Recunnaxssance in Force

RL Rocket Lauache:

RRC Radiv: Reswaren Cumpany

RVN Republrc ©f Vievnan

SA Sma.l Armis

SLICK UH . Hel.copter Used Pramarsy fer Aar Lafo

SIAR Sade L..okang Arrberne Raaar

STATCH ' Suilden Apprehensizon of Suspect Person

SP Se.f Propelled

SPQOKY Axr Force Minigun Armed AC 47 Tiareship

SRP Short Range Patrol

S"B Single Side Band (Radac Transmission Mude)

ST Spucial Tactooal Zone

TACP Tactica. Air Controa Farly

TACR © Tawtical Area of Respenszopilinvy

TOZ Tab.e of Orgamization and Equipment

TOT Timo on Target

USAID Usited States Agency for Internationa. Developmem

USARY Unztea State. Ammy Vzetnam

Usse Uiotei States Spec-al Forces

Incl L0
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ve Viet Cong

vCC Viet Cong Captive

VETCAP Veterinary Civic Action Program

VMC Viet Montagnari Cong

VMCC Viet MoAtagnard Cong Captive

YR Visual Reconnaissance

vT Variable Time

VTR Vehicle, Tank Recovery

WIA Wounded in Action

L3 White Phosphorous
i
l
1

Incl 10
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LOCATIONS OF VILLAGES, LZ'S AND FSB'S

AN KHE
ARTILLERY HILL
BASE AREA 226
BASE AREA 238
BASE AREA 702
BASE ARFA 740

BEN KET

BLACKHAWK

BRIDGE #3 (FSB 3)
BUON HO

CAMP RADCLIFF
CATECKA

CHU PA MOUNTAINS
DAK AYURH

DAL SEANG

DAK T0

DIER BINE

D Co

D LAP

FSB #5

FSB #6

PSB DENISE

HOR KONG MOUNTAIN
Inecl 11
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BR 474k
A 2353
BR 7263
AQ 7874
YA 5146
U 7579
IB 873257
BR 034535
YB 952239
BQ 0733
BR 465467
ZA 183%
YA 9568
AR 9528
YB 8949
ZB 003217
: A 090180
YA 842252
YU 8576
YB 988153
YB 935188
BR 520512
BR 4546
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N BRING
AC TAIEN

LZ ACTION

L2 BULLET

L1 CATHY

L2 MARY LOU

LZ MILiK HIGH

LZ KICOLE

LZ PENNY

L2 RUTH

L2 SCHUSLLER
MANG BUK

MANG GIANG PASS
GASIS

PLATRAU GI

PLEI BRENG

PLEI DANAU (DVIRL)
PLEI DO LIN
PLEI DJERENG
PLEI MRONG

PLEI NHOA YUT
PLEI PANG

PLEI PHAM KLAR
PLEI TRAP VALLEY
Incl 11
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BS 700113
AP 971732
R 264470
BR 497564
TA 956703
ZA 228878
YA 93690
Zh 173784
ZA 118722
ZA 168330
BR 367458
AS 9842

BR 2251

ZA 114275
BS 0815

AR 8229

AR 899251
AR 906284
YA 900453
Z4 113673
AR 8828

AF; 835615
AR 8929

YB 8815 - south to -~ YA 6347
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POLEI KLENG
ROCKET RIDGE
TANH CANH
VC VALLEY

VINA THANH VALLEY

Incl 11
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ZA 029933
YB 9715
ZB 0622
HR 1379

BR 6251
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