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DEDICATION

; .

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JAMES R. LAY

This battle report is dedicated to LTC James R. Lay, the battalion's first Vietnam
commander. From the time LTC Lay assumed command of the battalion on 20 December
1965 at Fort Lewis, WA, through its deployment to Vietnam, and until his departure on the
1 3'n of February 1 967, LTC Lay led the officers and men of the 1"t Battalion, 1 2th Infantry,
known as the "Red Warriors." The successful outcome of this particular battle can be
attributed directly to his leadership. His spirit and dedication to his men, and the pride he
exhibited commanding the battalion were felt and understood by all. LTC James R. Lay
was and will always be our commander.
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EDITOR'S NOTt

To the members of the battalion, please think of this report as the "tip of the iceberg." As
you read through it, I'm sure you will see some things in a slightly different perspective than
what I have presented from the sources I have been able to locate, some 40 years after
the fact. Many details of the events have yet to surface, thus they await discovery and
recording.

The purpose of this document is to create a chronological sequence of events from the 1'lth
through the 13th of November 1966, when the battle at Red Warrior LZ took place. This
report is the result of determining that many of the former members of the units involved
have memories of this particular battle, but have no idea when, where, orwith whom they
occurred. lt is hoped that with t ime and addit ional input, a clear, concise. momenfby-
moment picture will be reconstructed that will help participants to be able to put their
memories in order. lt is a "best-effort" to reconstruct the sequence of events of the battle.
Because of gaps in the available information, some moments are not as thoroughly
depicted or represented as others.

The foundation of the storyline comes from 2nd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division's Daily Staff
Journal log entries for the dates indicated, which are denoted by the bolded time entries
in the report. Much of the story comes from excerpts taken from a book written by SLA
Marshall, West To Cambodia, published in 1968. The "rest of the story" comes from a
series of interviews which were provided to me from 2006 through 2008, some 40 years
after the battle, by former members of the battalion and others who were involved in the
battle. They include: James (Dick) Lay, the battalion commander; Michael Downs, the
Assistant 53; Whitney Echols, the S1;Jim Bigelow, the Charlie Company commander;
David Dresia, the 2nd platoon leader in Charlie Company; Al Zawiski, a member of 2""
platoon, Charl ie Company; James Stiff ler, a member of Weapons Platoon, Charl ie
Company; Melvin Case, the Bravo Company commander; Harrison Kohler, the chief medic
in Bravo Company; John Ashworth, a member of Alpha Company; Gary Roush, a
Vietnam aviation historian; and Pruett Helm, a pilot with D Troop, 1/10 Cav.

Special thanks need to go to Jim Daniels (Red Warrior'69) for his wonderful maps.



"Heroes Carved in Stone"
by Sabrina Stidham

I stood staring in awe as my gaze settled upon a black granite wall of memories. As I stood

there not a m-uscle in my uooy twitcrred, except for the rhythmic beating of my weary heart.

Before me, a great wall, with the names of Fathers, sons, Mothers, Daughters; soldiers;

Heroes..'carved in stone. As l |ooked at the granite, I saw behind it a scene of tang|ed
jr;gl;; mud-covered boots, people crying, aslheir lives came to an unwritten end. on the

oround I saw the bodies ot:iallen soldierJ, bloody and cold from death. ln my heart I felt

iheir pain and fear, which lingered in their unforgotten souls'

In my mind I could see them standing around me, in what was left of their tiger-striped

t;tte;d camouflage. Blood covered, dirty calluses had formed on their hands, and

memories of home were lost in the emptiness of their stares'

I saw beside me the American flag, still and unmoving in the bustling air. l shivered at the

"Lii" 
r,ght Suddenly, I felt that I wasn't alone, as though I were in the presence of a

soldier;i paused, noibelieving in my feelings. A chil l  went down my spine as I felt a touch

on my sfroulder. lturned to see a woman; a mother, with tears in her eyes, reading the

name of her son. At that moment I realized that the soldiers have not been forgotten They

live on in our hearts; then, now, and forever'

As I turned to leave, I hesitated; looked back at the wall and said aloud, "Thank You," and

I swear I heard a voice carried on the wind whisper' "Never Forget'"

l

Photograph ffom VWWV Vietvet.Ofg



RED WARRIOR TASK FORCE
July'1966 through November'1970

1$ Baftalion. 12s Infantrv Regiment

Headquarters and Headquarters Company
Alpha Company
Bravo Company
Charlie Company
Delta Company (September 1967)
Echo Company (September 1967)

4tl Battalion. 42"d Field Artillerv

Bravo Battery

4e Enqineer Battalion

1$ Platoon, Bravo Company
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1't BATTALION, 12th INFANTRY
(Red Warriors)

Azure, in fess two crosses moline argent, in base a wigwam of the like
gamished with five poles of the last; on a chief embattled or a sea lion of the
third holding in dexter paw a sword of the field.

Onawreathofthecolorsanarmoredarmembowedproper,graspinginthe
naked hand a broken flag staff gules, to which is attached a pennant or'

Ducti Amore Pafn'ae (Having Been Led by Love of Country)'

&
' )llf, I

nfl
Coat of Arms
Shield:

Crest:

Motto:

Symbolism: The field is blue for infantry. This regiment took part in the Civil War; its
great achievement was its first engagement at Gaines, Mi||, Virginia, on 27
ind 2g June 1862, where its losses were almost 50 percent. This is shown
by the moline crosses which represent the iron fastenings of a millstone and
recall the crushing losses sustained. The wigwam stands for the Indian
campaigns in which the regiment took part. The chief is for the war with
Spain inO the Philippine Insurection, yellow and red being the Spanish
colors, red and blue the Katipunan colors; the embattled partition line is for
the capture of the blockhouse at El caney, cuba, and the sea lion is from
the aims of the philippine lslands. The crest in the spanish colors
commemorates the capture of a Spanish flag at El Caney'

Lineage
Constitited 3 May 1861 in the Regular Army as Company A, 1d Battalion, 12h Infantry.
Organized 20 Ociober 1861 at Fort Hamilton, NewYork. Reorganized and redesignated
7 December 1866 as CompanyA, 12h Infantry. (12s Infantryassigned 17 December 1917
to the 8h Division; relieved i5 August 1927 ftom assignment to the 8th Division and
assioned to the 4s Division; relieved 1 October 1933 from assignment to the 4'Division

il";.6; i" tne e; Di;ision; relieved 10 october 1941 from assignment to the 8th

Division ind assigned to the 4h diuition [later redesignated as the 4h Infantry Division]')

Inactivated 15 July 1947 at Fort Ord, California. Reorganized and redesignated 1 April

1957 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1d Battle Group, 12'lnfantry and

remained assigned to the 4b Infantry Division (organic elements concurrently constituted
and activatedf Reorganized and ridesignated 1 October 1963 as the 1d Battalion, 12h
Infantry.



Campaign Participation Credit
Civil War

*Peninsula
*Manassas
.Antietam
.Fredericksburg
.Chancellorsvil le
.Gettysburg
*Wilderness

"Spotsylvania
*Cold Harbor
*Petersburg

Virginia 1862
*Virginia 1863

Indian Wars
Modocs
Bannocks

.Pine Ridge

WarWith Spain
*Santiago

Ph i I i p p i ne I ns u rrecti o n
.Malolos
*Tarlac
*Luzon 1899

World War ll
"Normandy (with arrowhead)
.Northern France
*Rhineland
*Arden nes-Alsace
*Central Europe

Vietnam
*Cou nteroffensive, Phase ll
*Counteroffensive, Phase lll
*Tet Cou nteroffensive 1 968
Counteroffensive lV 1 968
Cou nteroffensive V 1968
Cou nteroffensive Vl 68-69
Tet 69/Counteroffensive 69
Summer-Fall '1969
Winter-Spring 1970
Sanctuary Counteroffensive

Decorations
.Presidential Unit Citation (Army), Streamer embroidered LUXEMBOURG (12 Infantry

cited; WD GO 54, 1945)
*Valorous Unit Award, Streamer embroidered PLEIKU

Infantry cited; DA GO 17, 1968)
PROVINCE (1't  Battal ion. 12tn

*Valorous Unit Award, Streamer embroidered CENTRAL
12th Infantry cited; DA GO 43, 1970)

HIGHLANDS (1 "t Battal ion.

.Belgian Fourragere 1940 (12ih Infantry cited; DA GO 43, 1950)
"Cited in the Order of the Day of the Belgian Army for action in BELGIUM (12th Infantry

cited: DA GO 43. 1950)
.Cited in the Order of the Day of the Belgian Army for action in the ARDENNES (12'"

Infantry cited; DA GO 43, 1950)
*Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 1966-

1969 (1"r Battalion, 12th Infantry cited; DA Go 3. 1970)
*Vietnamese civi l  Action Honor Medal, First class, streamer embroidered vIETNAM

1966-1969 (1"1 Battalion, 12th Infantry cited; DA GO 53, 1970)
Company B and Company C each addit ionally entit led to: Valorous Unit Award''  

Streamer embroidered KONTUM (Company B and Company C, 1't Battalion,
12th Infantry cited; DA GO 43, 1970)
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1ST BATTALION, 12TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
"RED WARRIOR'

VIETNAM MISSION STATEMENT

"To close with the enemy by means of fire and maneuver
in order to destroY or caPture him,

or to rePel his assault bY fire,
close combat and counterattack'"

vI



FOREWORD

This report not only chronicles the battalion's efforts to survive during a particularly vicious

and significant baitle in the Central Highlands of South Vietnam in the Fall of 1966, it also
chronilles a series of events that represents a number of 'firsts' for the Red Warriors. For
the first time since the battalion's arrival in South Metnam four months previously, the
battalion. as a Task Force, was sent to the aid of another unit. For the first time since the
battalion's anival in+ountry, it went up against an enemy force of superior strength. And

for the first time for any American unit in Vietnam, the battalion sustained a well-organized
and executed enemy mortar attack of over 500 rounds in less than two hours and survived.

From the moment the Task Force set foot on the landing zone that was to benamed in

their honor, until they departed a day and a half later, the 1" Battalion, 12'lnfantry

Regiment with its attathments, led by Lieutenant Colonel James R. Lay, acquitted itself

on in" fi"ld of battle with honor and distinction. Engaging the enemy forces at point-blank

range with a combination of direct and indirect fire, and air support, the Red Warriors
repulsed a determined enemy forca almost twice their strength'

Sustaining five killed and over 40 wounded in a combined mortar and ground attack, the
Red Wariiors, supported by B Battery 4t42 Atlillery and 1c Platoon, B Company, 4h
Engineers, proved their determination and skill as an effective combined arms team. The
individual spontaneous and unselfish acts of bravery and extraordinary heroism
demonstrated by the men and officers of the Task Force on the 12' of November 1 966
signify the true character and spirit of the unit known as "The Red warriors."

It is little wonder that Lyndon Baines Johnson, the President of the United States, awarded
the Red warriors and its attachments the Valorous unit citation for this action.

v l
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PART l:  INTRODUCTION

TACTICAL TERRAIN

The battalion's new area of operation, compared to its previous one, was almost flat and
devoid of prominent features. The low, rolling hills, the highest being only 300 meters,
were more widely spaced, and were situated around a relatively large semi-open area
covering several square kilometers with surface drainages flowing through it to the
southwest. The most significant aspect of this terrain was its thick, dense ground cover.
Consisting primarily of tal l  elephant grasses and clumps of bamboo, the lack of the heavy,
overhead jungle canopy in certain areas promoted the growth of this almost impassable
mass of vegetation. Along the eastern flank of the area, running generally north and south,
was Route 615. In places, it was nothing more than a foot-path. The western boundary
was defined by the Cambodian border, while the northern and southern sides were
enclosed by more of the relatively low, rolling 3O0-meter-high hills.

WEATHER

The weatherwas neither particularlywet nordry. Being between the monsoon and the dry
seasons, the nights were relatively warm, and the days were not excessively hot. An
occasional rain storm passed through the area, resulting in temporary periods of higher
humidity. As a general condition, the weatherwas pleasant, with afternoon always being
the most uncomfortable time of day. Tactically, the weather did not present a problem for
the battalion's operations.

ENEMY SITUATION

According to 4th Division intell igence summaries, the primary enemy threat in the l l  Corps
area woutd come from the NVA command known as the 83 Front. The command was
located just across the Cambodian border east of Plei Djereng, and had established
several base areas of operation along the border, including Base Areas 701 and 702. The
base areas were strong-holds and sanctuaries used forthe staging, training, and resupply
of the NVA units thai had been designated to conduct operations in the Pleiku and Kontum
Provinces, which included the Plei Djereng region and the Plei Trap area.

The primary maneuver NVA elements operating out of these two base areas consisted of
the i ' '  and igth Divisions. Specif ic commands within the l"tDivision included the 32nd and
33'd Regiments, while the ' loth Division was home to the 95B Regiment. Other regiments
operating out of Base AreaTO2 were the 66th, 88th, and 101C Regiments. Knowing that
a'typical-NVA regiment had three battalions, the Red Warriors faced a formidable and
dangerous opponent as they moved into their new area of operations
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OPERATION PAUL REVERE IV
2ND BRIGADE, 4.I'IJ INFANTRY D]VISION

OPEBATION PAUL BEVERE IV
20 Oclober-I5 November 1966
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Operation Paul Revere lV
"Red Warrior'' Area of OPerations

10 November 1966

Map sheet 6537 lll, Po Lei Yome, 1970, 1:50'000

The battalion fire support base is located at YA 717535' Charlie Company is patrolling to

the northeast, Alpha dompany is doing the same to the southwest, and the recon platoon

is screening to the northwest on Hill 502. Map by Jim Daniels.
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A typical NVA infantry battalion.

ffi-
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Flow chart by Ken Conboy, The NVA and Viet Cong.

FRIENDLY SITUATION

10 November 1966

On 10 November, Captain Sincere of Task Force Prong, who had returned to Pleiku with
some prisoners captured on the 9th, boarded a resupply helicopter returning to the
battlefield bringing desperately needed ammunition and supplies back to a Mike Force,
which was being surrounded by a North Vietnamese force. This was a battle that had
actually begun on the 8tn of November when the 3rd Mike Force (CIDG) Company
surprised a mobile task force of North Vietnamese soldiers moving 12.7mm antiaircraft
weapons. Then on the 9'n of November, SGT Caro's CIDG company ran into North
Vietnamese trench l ines along a river near a "dry lake bed." SGT Caro pulled back his
men, but came under heavy enemy fire. Fighting continued throughout the day.

A'12.7mm enemy machine gun set up as an anti-aircraft weapon. This particular weapon was captured
by the 3'd Mike Force, a CIDG company and part of Task Force Prong on the 10 of November 1966.

Photo courtesy of 5'" Special Forces web site.

I\-^. l-"
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WO Pruett Hefm; "/ was flying as the co-pilot ot a UH-1C helicopterfrom D Troop, 1/10
Cav. Our aircraft (tail number 65-09544) was a gun ship equipped with a 'Hog,' or M-5
Grenade Launcher on the front. The pilotwas Captain L.F. Beyer,thecrewchief was PFC
John Fish, and the door gunner was PFC John Pacer. Our aircraft was armed with rocket
pods and the standard-mounted machine guns on each side for the door gunner and crew
chief.

"On the evening of the 1dh we were called into a briefing at flight operations. There we
were told an emergency rescue force was being puttogetherthat included two airuaftfrom
our unit and that my helicopter and another piloted by CW Stan Graves were being given
the assignment. Because we were rather new in-country, we were also told that we were
being sent along 'to watch and see how it was done,' so to speak. There was even some
dlscusslon about doing a night mission, but that was decided to be too dangerous All
pafticipating units were to anive at PIei Diereng at 0800 on the 1 1" with a full load of
ammunition and rockets, and top-off our fuel cells upon arival. We were also biefed to
expect small-arms and light automatic weapons fire, nothing else."

11 November 1966

Stand-to on the morning of the 11tn of November 1966, the 25'n day of Operation Paul
Revere lV, found the battalion, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel James Lay, working an
area of operation north of the Se San River and identified on the maps as the Plei Trap
region. The fire support base (FSB) was located at YA 717535 near a tributary that
drained south into the Se San River. In the FSB this morning were Bravo Company,
commanded by First Lieutenant (1LT) Melvin E. Case, whose company was providing
perimeter security; the battalion command group; the 4.2 morlar platoon; and Bravo
Battery, 4142 Arlillery, commanded by Captain Harold Floody. The remaining two
companies and the recon platoon were conducting patrols north and south of the fire
support base. Charl ie Company, commanded by 1LT James Bigelow, was located in its
company patrol base approximately 3000 meters to the northeast. Alpha Company,
commanded by 1LT Brendan Quann, also in its patrol base, was located in the opposite
direction, and the recon platoon, led by 1LT Leonard Doscinski, was conducting a
screening mission to the northwest in the vicinity of Hill 502, grid square YA 7054.

Shortly after 0900, the battalion received a warning order from brigade to prepare for a
change of mission. By 1030 frag orders had been issued by the 53 that would move the
battalion approximately 16 kilometers to the west across the Nam Satnay River into a new
area of operation near the Cambodian border. The new mission, through a.series of
airmobile assaults supported by D Troop, 1/10 Cav and the 117th and the 119th Assault
Helicopter Companies, was to establish a new FSB and support a relief effort to assist a
Special Forces Mike Force that was on the verge of being overrun. From that moment on,
the battalion's preparations were all oriented toward a sequence of scheduled pickups, lift-
offs, and insertions set to take place throughout the day. The situation that set this change
of mission into motion was found in the entries of the 2nd Brigade's daily staff journals.
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PART l l :  CHANGE OF MISSION

11 November 1966 (Friday)

0010 - 0707 - The battalion reported to brigade every hour on ihe hour that its current
situation remained unchanged since the last situation report given. [This is known as a
"negative SitRep."l

0745 - A Special Forces Mike Force, which was a part of the "5'n Special Forces Task
Force Prong," was operating west of Plei Djereng in the Plei Trap Valley near the
Cambodian Border. The force reported to brigade that it was still in heavy contact with
North Vietnamese Army forces and was trapped near a dry salt flat known as "Pali Wali"
at YA 572553; enemy fire was coming from the north, northwest, and east.

0800 - The air assets from brigade begin to assemble at the Plei Djereng airstrip for fuel
and last-minute coordination before departing on the support mission for the battalion.

WO Pruett Helm: "When we arived at PIei Diereng, we were told we were no longer a
'stand-by unit.' lnstead we were given the mission of flying escort for the slicks on their
insertion runs and that we would have the left flank. As we were topping off our fuel cell,
a rather animated Special Forces Lieutenant by the name of Hess came up to us and
began telling us that he 'knew the position of the big guns,' and asked if he could get a ride
out with us. Because we were full-up on fuel, ammo and crew (max take-off weight), we
said, 'No.' At the time we didn't understand what he was talking about anyway, and we
were in a hurry."

0900 - The battalion was informed by the brigade TOC that the brigade commander was
en route (air-borne) to the battalion's location to discuss the Mike Force situation with the
battalion commander. Brigade warned the battalion that one company may have to be
flown in to assist the Mike Force. [ l f  warning orders were issued by the 53 to all the
companies, this was probably when they would have first gone out.]

LTC James Lay "l do not recall exactly how we received the mission, but my best
recollection is that it was verbal from the brigade commander, Colonel Jud Miller, and
probably followed up later in writing. ln any event, I formulated an initial scheme of
maneuverfrom studying the map of the area of operations. This plan was coordinated with
the battalion staff and the commanders, and an alert order issued."

0938 - The brigade Toc announced a change in plans (approved by the cG) to all brigade
units; al l  available aircraft were to be diverted to help move the 1l12to a new landing zone,
vicinity YA 590570, northeast of the brigade's besieged Mike Force. [The actual destination
turned out to be the location where Charlie Company was inserted. The time of this
announcement was also when the 53 would have started working up the necessary frag
orders to change the battalion's mission.]
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LT Melvin Case: 'Shod/y after receiving a change of mission early in the moming, LTC
Eleazar Parmly, lV, the U.S. Advisorto all Mike Forces in our region, dropped into ourfire
base fo coordinate our suppori for one of his units. We had a short biefing in which I
learned that CPT Clyde Sincere and the Mike Force he was advising were in heavy contact
with the NVA, and that I was taking my company in to reinforce and eventually to relieve
the Mike Force.

"l then took an OH-l3 helicopter reconnaissance flight over the dry lake bed area only to
find it was a mass of explosions and smoke from the ground action, as well as from the air
suppoti going in. I retumed to the fire base, made final plans for our inseftion with the 53
and my platoon leaders, and wrote a quick note to my wife in the event I didn't survive the
operation. (l gave the note to 1LT Doug Bennett.)"

lln West to Cambodia, Marshall states that in response to this announced change, Bravo
Battery would be "...lifted and shifted to ground 2,500 meters east of the Cambodian
border, whence, at a range of about 2,400 meters from the beleaguered force, it can
provide fire suppor7." What he does not mention is the amount of work Floody's crews
would have to perform in tearing down the five gun pits and ammo bunkers, packing up
their personal equipment, and getting everything (guns and ammo) ready to sling-load with
the Chinooks in less than two-and-a-half hours, nothing short of a herculean task.l

1010 - The brigade TOC informed the battalion TOC that 11 slicks were available for the
pending lift. Battalion responded that it needed 24, and requested a heavy air preparation
of the battalion's new landing zone. [According to the 119rh Assault Helicopter Company
logs, battalion received 1B UH-1 Bs (sl icks) and six gunships.l

1013 - The battalion commander contacted brigade and requested that a foruvard air
controller (FAC) ride in the command and control aircraft with him for an aerial
reconnaissance of the new landing zone area.

LTC Lay: "The next step was to make an aeial recon of the area. With me would usually
be the aftillery liaison officer (LNO), the Air Force forward air controller, my 53 or assr.sfanf
53, and perhaps the company commander of the rifle company to be first inserted into the
LZ. Key to this group was the helicopter supporl commander, for he was the one to
coordinate the timing of the liftoff, Ianding, gunship suppoft, and so on. For this operation,
MAJ Edwards was in command of our helicopter support. It was absolutely imperative that
he and I know exactly when to lift the suppofting fires, because the troops, who would
already be in the Hueys in a holding pattern waiting to come in, would be inserted into the
tanding zone as soon as possible after the suppofting tires were lifted "

1017 - Alpha Batlery 4142 Artillery was directed by brigade to provide a priority of fire
support to the battalion's new landing zone, vicinity of YA 590570, during the battalion's
transit ion.
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Operation Paul Revere lV
Red Warrior Landing Zone

11 November 1966

\:

+
) \ t  l .

z 5bi' t ' i

Map Sheet 6437 l l l ,  Phum Hay, 1970, 1:50,000
Graphics by Jim Daniels

The battalion relocated its fire support base to YA 590568, approximately 2,500 meters
east of the Cambodian border, and Bravo Company established a company patrol base
at YA 558544 on the eastern edge of a dry lake bed. Battalion is notaware of the exact
location of the enemv forces.
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1018 - Battalion informed brigade that it had designated a landing zone at YA 579569 for
Bravo Company. [This location for Bravo company was changed as the situation
developed (see the 1223 log entry), as Bravo was inserted directly into the Mike Force
landing zone once it was determined that it was safe to do so. Either battalion never
corrected the brigade record, or if they did, brigade failed to post the correction. This is
also probably when the frag orders, if issued, would have been distributed by the s3.l

LTC Lay: "My plan was to establish a landing zone, then a fire support base (FSB) with
suppofting fires within range and capable of assisting Bravo company, and to have Alpha
Company available as a maneuver elementto back-up Bravo, should it become necessary-
Normally we would have only one rifle company in the FSB."

LT Case: "The one thing I leamed from my aerial reconnaissance was that cPT clyde
Sincere's Mike Force was not where LTC Parmly had told division it was when he asked
for reinforcement and relief. I think the landing zone gid coordinate difference was likely
inlentional; given that if the Division Commander, Maior General Afthur Cotlins, orthe 2d
Brigade commander, colonel Jud Miller, had known the real location, they probably would
not have authorized our inseftion."

LT David Dresia: "l don't recall any special preparations for this assault (we did it often
enough for me not to have any pafticular memoies), but I do recall we did a lot of waiting."

PFC Al Zawisk|. "There was a long delay in getting us air-dropped the first day "

1125 - Battalion informed brigade that H-hour for the battalion's movement and the Air
Force time-on-target for the new battalion landing zone preparation was set tor 1245.

1140 - The brigade commander departed the battalion FSB for brigade headquarters.

1206 - Battalion informed brigade that an Air Force time-on-target is scheduled for 1245

1223 - Brigade was informed that a resupply UH-1 B helicopter was able to land at the Mike
Force landing zone. [This is probably when it was determined that Bravo could be inserted
directly into the Mike Force LZ, and not nearby as was indicated in the log entry at 1018.1

Marshall: "Resupply Hueys had flown into the position iust after noon, orbited above it and
received no fire, and therefore set down. Of fhis fesf came the first awareness that the
enemy had moved elsewhere. Bravo company could now head directly into Pali wali."

wo Hef m: ,with alt the gun and Iift ships for the operation showing up for fuel at PIei
Djereng, it was chaos, to-say the least. Because of the 'density altitude factor,' we had
taken on as much armament as possib/e at home station, and iust enough fuel to get us
to plei Djereng. Everyone was lined up trying to get into the fuel dump. once they were
all topped-off and had been assigned their sector, we waited for the first group of slicks to
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get airbome and formed up, then we caught up with them and took up our escort station.
the first softie flew into the LZ, loaded, and was out with no problems in-bound for their
new LZ."

1237 - Battalion informed brigade that Charl ie Company's lead element, which was the
battalion's lead element, had lifted off, and estimated its touch-down time at the new
landing zone would be1300.

i240 - Battalion informed brigade that Charlie Company's 2nd sortie had lifted off.

1245 - Battalion informed brigade that Charlie Company's 3'd sortie had lifted off.

1247 -Battalion informed brigade that Charlie Company had completed the pick-up and
lift-off from its patrol base.

[|n the 10 minute window from 1237 through 1247, each one of the radio messages to
brigade from battalion was preceded by similar radio messages from Charlie Company to
battalion reporting the same thing l

1258 - Battalion informed brigade that Charlie Company's adjusted touch-down time for
its first lift was estimated to be 1305.

Marshalf : "Bigelow was airborne in the first Huey. Floody followed on the second. Both
minds were set on reconnoitering the landing before the troops came on.

"lfihen they touched earth, it was iust abouf [1300]. Within afew minutes fhe [helicopters]
came in sight, bringing charlie company and members of the battery....Floody, already
pressing, asked Bigelow, 'where will you place your perimeter?'lFloodylwas fretting about
picking-spots for his howitzers. Bigelow made a sweep of his arm, indicating the area.
'Withii 

a stone's throw was a rough oval of higher ground, too low to be wotih one contour
on the map, but still good enough to tiftthe weapons above the field overwhich they would
fire. lt measured about 125 meters notth to south by 75 meters east to west, which was
suitable, because they reckoned the main threat would come from the west. This gradually
sloping rise was densely grown with cane and elephant grass, the stand averaging better
than head-high."

1304 - Battalion informed brigade that the 4.2 Mortar Platoon's lead element had lifted off,
and that its estimated touch-down time at the new fire support base was 1307.

1305 - Battalion informed brigade that Charlie Company's first sortie had touched-down
at the battalion's new landing zone.

Marshaf f : " some of the choppers woutd not put down; to be blunt about it, the pilots were
rattled.... [Troops] hadto jump 10 or so feet combat-loaded while [their aircraft] hovered
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Setting Up Red Warrior LZ

The lead elements of C Company spread out and establish the perimeter for the Red Wanior landing zone
(LZ) and fire support base on 1 1 November 1966. The smoke rising from the wooded area in the center
ofthe photograph is the result ofthe artillery and air preparation ofthe LZ that took placejust before the

first sortie ftom C Company landed. Other flights, out of the view of the photographer, were still coming in
as this picture was taken. Photograph courtesy of Jim Stiffler.

A view of Red Warrior Landing Zone just after the lead elements of C Company have landed and spread
out. This view was taken from the C Company weapons platoon position looking off to the southwest.

Eventually A Company would land and take over the southern side of the perimeter.
Photograph courtesy of Jim Stiffler.
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Some landed badly shaken, felt sore as hell about it, and hobbled about on sprained
ankles. lt was already a battered and bruised outfit. More than half of the troops made this
leap through space over distances higher than a man's head-"

LT Dresia: "Second Platoon was in the lead assault group going into the landing zone in
Hueys. When we finally anived, we had a problem gefting out of the helicopfers, as some
of the pilots didn't want to land. Many of us had to jump about 10 feet. I sprained my ight
ankle when I hit the ground, but was still able to walk. My morlar FO, SP4 Jerry Knox,
badly twisted his ankle jumping from the helicopter also, and was unable to go on the
sweep with the platoon the next day. Given what was happening to the helicopters, I
cannot really blame the pilots for not wanting to touch down, but it sure made for a rough
landing for us.'

PFC Zawiski: "l remember we were choppered into Red Wanior landing zone in Hueys,
not Chinooks. LT Dresia is conect in that some Hueys would not touch down and we had
to jump out."

1317 - Battalion informed brigade thatAlpha Company, when it got in, was to touch-down
atthe Mike Force location. [Based on information in the Marshall story and succeeding log
entries, this was either changed by battalion as the situation developed, orwas an incorrect
entry on the part of the brigade TOC staff. The existing records indicate that Alpha
Company actually inserted into the landing zone Charlie Company had secured.l

LTC Lay: "When the operation commenced, I was in the command and control (C&C)
helicopter with my aftillery LNO; Air Force FAC; LT Mike Downs, fhe asslsfanf S 3: and the
battalion 52. As baftalion elements were being insefted into the LZ, an NVA machine gun
opened up on us from the wesf slde of the LZ. I was quite suryised that they would
expose their position, but they were dug in along a tree-line that bordered an open area,
which gave them clear fields of fire. They apparently thought they could shoot down
incoming helicopters orthe gunships that were escofting the troop-transpofting helicopters.
ln any event, I could see the enemy positions cleadyfrom my helicopter. Severa! machine
guns had been dug-in in a horseshoe fashion and camouflaged. One of the machine guns
had wheels and a shield on the front. The Air Force controller catted in an air stike on the
position, and after several sorfies had hit the enemy position, sar4 Lef,s drop down and
see what damage we've done, but first let me get a couple of gunshrps fo escorf us down.'

"When the two gunships anived, we stafted our descent toward the knocked-out enemy
position. Aswe approached, all Hell broke loose. Tracers flew by our helicopter, causing
MAJ Edwards, the pilot, to veer our aircraft sharply to the left. This evasive maneuver
masked the enemy gunnels line of fire, and allowed us to escape without being hit. Had
MAJ Edwards veered to the ight, I feel they would have hlf ug as they did hit the two
gunshrps esco rting us. We immediately called in another air stike and placed aftillery and
four-deuce moftar fire on the enemy position. This time we completely silenced the
machine guns. we could now clealy see the guns and their dug-in positions. Except for
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sporadic fire around the LZ the remainder of the afternoon, the operation continued without
fufther incident, and all units closed into their positions according to plan."

'f LT Michaef Downs: "On the 11'' of November 1966, lwas the 1/12 Infantry's Assistanf
S-3. / was in the lead chopper (C&C) with the battalion commander and other staff
members. As we flew into the LZ area with the first softie, our aircraft was fired on by
enemy anti-aircraft guns. lt was only through the skill of our pilot that we avoided being
shot down.

"As soon as there was enough of C Company on the ground to provide security, LTC Lay
had the C&C aircraft set down. I jumped out and went looking for the operations sergeant,
SFC Breaux, and the radio truck divers, while LTC Lay retumed airbome to oversee the
remainder of the inseftion. ShotTlyafterthis,the Chinooksbegan arrivingwith the aftillery
baftery and our commo truck. After the truck was unhooked from its sling, one of the
divers stafted it and drove it over to the CP site we had selected. I immediately climbed
into the back, turned on the radios and established contact with the Bigade S-3 and our
aftittery suppott units. t checked into their nets, made contact with an Air Force FAC, and
apprised him of the location of the anti-aircraft guns. Once the FAC was on station, he
communicated directly with the commander in the C&C aircraft."

1320 - Battalion informed brigade that two gunships had been shot down, and that the
second ship had burst into flames approximately 500 meters west of the battalion landing
zone. [The first gunship turned out to be UH-1B aircraft, # 63-08600 from the 119'n Assault
Helicopter Company. The status of its four-man crew was unknown at the time. The crash
location was approximately 1,000 meters west of the new FSB, in the vicinity of YA
580567. The second gunship was from D Troop, 1/10 gunship, a UH-1C # 65-09544. The
co-pilot was WO Pruett Helm, and like the first, the crew status was also unknown.l

WO Helm: "The first group of slicks landed without encounteing any fire; however, the
troops from the 4th lnfantry Division did not disperse or move out of the landing zone, and
when the second group of slicks starled to land, the pilots were screaming over the radios
about having problems finding a spot to land because of all the troops on the ground.
About the same time either two or three .51 caliber machine guns opened up. We
immediately turned to the left, engaged the enemy guns, and were hit by the .51s, but
managed to stay airborne. We then stafted a second run and were hit again by the .51s.
This time we lost control of the aircraft: it was on fire, and we crash-landed into the iungle
canopy.

"The aircraft did not explode until approximately two minutes after impact; however, it was
a blazing inferno. My back was broken in three places, and I was immediately paralyzed
Captain Beyef s back was also broken, but he didn't sustain any nerve damage. Both Fish,
the crew chief, and Pacer, the door gunner, were severely bumed, and the crew chief had
a shaftered femur. On impact I was momentarily knocked unconscious. I came to with the
crew chief and door gunner yelling at me to get out. I tried moving my legs, but they didn't
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respond. I don't know exactly what I said, but they didn't hesitate to grab me and pull me
out with seconds to spare. lnjured as they were, they still managed to drag me a shori
distance away from the buming aircraft. Afew moments laterthe aircraft exploded, leaving
only the tail rotor intact. To this day I cannof express strongly enough how I feel about my
crew. Wth the fire raging and ammo stafting to cook-off, they had every ight to leave me
in the cockpit. I would not be alive today had it not been fortheir actions and bravery."

Marshaf f : "The gunships veered off to aftempt suppressing [enemy] fires. Fascinated, the
men watched the choppers close in on the target area. LT Timothy Swan held his breath.
*4 Delbeft A. Doane cied, 'My God, they're too close!' Doane had called the tum.
Rockets rose from the wood patch like a Roman candle, crossing the streams of tracers.
Eight hundred mefers to the west a gunship went into a slow, unspectacular glide to the
north, hit the ground, and burst into a ball of flame." [This turned out to be the UH-1C
gunship, # 65-09554, one of two aircraft from D Troop, 1/10 Cav who were working with
the 1'l7th and the 11gth AHC to provide the close air support. All four crew members on
#65-09554 (Helm, Pacer, Fish, and Beyer) were injured but survived the impact.l

1325 - Battalion informed brigade that the 4.2 Mortar Platoon's last elements had lifted-off
from the old fire support base.

1327 - Battalion informed brigade that Charlie Company had received one round of enemy
mortarfire, caliber unknown, at its location. [This was probably a "ranging" or "check round"
to confirm that the enemy had their mortars laid in correctly. This also meant they had to
have a forward observer watching for the impact of the round in case they needed to make
an adjustment. Evidently they didn't. l

Marshaf l: "Floody didn't have time to witness the setting of even his first howitzer before
discoveing that this would be no picnic ground. As he stafted to move out, a mortar shell
exploded 15 feet behind his back. Foriunately, the round blew out westward or he would
have died. Floody merely wondered what the loud bang meant and later felt stupid that
he had not known. This was his first time under fire....

"Bigelow called the baftalion commander, who was airborne in a Chinook, and told him
about the moftar round. lt had taken Floody tive minutes to learn what the big bang was
about and he felt a little sheepish.... Hrs first howitzer was just setting down and,
coincidental with its anival, he heard the beat-and-bark of a machine gun off to the west.
The air above them throbbed with motors and rotors. An armada of aircraft - s/tbks
bearing gun crews, chinooks with heavy stuff and still more troops, gunships to protect
them and scout about - were all coming at once "

1330 - Battalion informed brigade that Charlie Company's last sortie had touched down at
the battalion's new landing zone.

Marshall: "The riflemen stafted digging the momentthey deployed. The ground was quite
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sofi. So crose that they could hardly keep their eyes on their work was the blazing Huey.
SP4 [Richard] Carey, lthe 2nd Platoon medicl, sard, 'Look at that long enough and you'll
want to dig deep."'fihis was WO Helm's aircraft.]

LT JaFres Bigelow: "llVhen the company closed on the landing zone, they dug in where
they were."

LT Dresia: " l don't recall if we established the entire battalion peimeter when we first set
up. I suspect we may not have done so, as the perimeter was fairly large, and we had
enemy fire in the area. Alpha Company came into the perimeter after us and expanded
the peimeter. Our positions on the perimeter may have shifted. I think we dug in early
facing to the west, then, if Marshall's map is accurate, we may have shifted to the nofth
and east posifircns that we fought from the next evening (maybe we shifted to
accommodate Alpha Company when they anived). lwas always adamantwith my platoon
about digging deep and pufting overhead coveron ourfoxholes. (l can't help butthinkthat
if we had the same positions on the evening of 12h that we had stafted with on the 11'n,
the company would have had a befter defensive position. I also don't remember our
company being so c/ose to the wood line as is depicted on Marshall's map.l"

PFC Zawiski: "l do not recall how the peimeterwas set up, or if we moved foxholes or not,
but there were normally three guys assigned to a position. Our positions were roughly 20
feet apaft. I'm not sure about Claymores and trip flares, but Ithink we put them out; it was
SOP by this time.

"l know that SP4 Mike Reilly was wounded that first day. As soon as we set up the
peimeter, Z' Platoon had to put an OP out. Mike and SP4 Carey were put out there
together. They hadn't been out there long when Mike took a sniper shot that grazed his
forehead."

Marshaf l: .SSG John E. Pofteiger and SP4 William L. Sensenbach of * Platoon had no
need to dig. They found a ready-made hole and settled into it. The hole was waist-deep
with straight walls. 'This looks like an AA position,' Pofteiger said- 'That means the NVA
has used this ground,' Sensenbach remarked, 'and knows ight where we are.' They set
up their M-60 machine gun on the berm, facing west."

1356 - Battalion informed brigade that Charlie Company was firing its 81 mm mortars to the
west at an enemy machine gun position that was firing at the incoming helicopters.

Marshalf : "That enemy machine gun - a heavy on wheels - still fired. It was about 700
meters to the west. A young soldier named PFC Sanfos Villareal said to his mates,
'There's heavy trouble for us - real trouble. They wouldn't be fiing AA unless they are well
loaded.' He was a prophet "

1430 - Battalion reported to brigade that an aircraft [the third] had been shot down 300
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meters west of the battalion landing zonelfie support base. This turned out to be a
gunship from the 117th Assault Helicopter Company. The crew status was unknown. In
the same report brigade was also informed that Bravo Battery, 4142 Arlillery was firing
direct fire into the enemy machine gun positions [vicinity of YA 583567] outside the

- perimeter. flhere are no log entries indicating when Bravo Battery arrived, nor with how
many guns, but the log entry for 1 530 indicates that at that time, the transition between the
fire support bases was completed. Marshall states that the first artillery sorties had little
ammunition.l

Marshalf : "Floody got his first two howitzers set and opened fire on a tree line 600 meters
to the west. He was certain this was the enemy base of fire. By now at least three of the
enemy heavy machine guns were in action. But the range was so great they could not do
more than threaten the aircraft ofuiting orlanding around the peimeter.... Ihen [one] was
hit, and they watched it fall, but did not see it bum. One Huey that had come in beaing
some of Floody's men had taken off on the same course as the gunships. It was shot
down. The three aircmft had gone down as evenly as ducks passing a marksman in a
camival shooting gallery. The wrecks were distibuted quite neatly on a line 800 meters
from base camp....

"The troops resumed digging, spading fuiously. Wthin an hourthe position wasfaidy well
rounded out. Floody had only 20 rounds on hand for the opening blast at the tree line with
the howilzers, and so he couldn't give it much of a go. But the 4.2 and 81mm mortars had
a/so sef up and were wotking over the target area. (There were four 4.2 tubes and as
many 81's, with 600 rounds between them.)...

"Westward, the roar and racket built up steadily. Air stikes - jets and Al-E's -- were now
hammeing the wood line with napalm, bombs, rockets, and CBU's. One section of the
forest was ablaze. Floody still had no notion whether there had been a real force in there
orjust a few AA gun crews, but he doubted that anyone by now could be left alive.

"So passed another hour, ending with another shock. A crewman [SP4 Gennardo] from
one of the wrecked Hueys [the first one at 1300] stumbled into their position. He was
bumed black from crown to toe. ln a strangled tone, he cied feebly, 'Help, help, help.'
They rushed to him. The crewman got only a few more words out, gasping between each
one of them, 'l - walked - five - miles - to - get - here.' Then he pitched over face forvvard,
and shortly after that he died. Floody had asked him one question, 'What happened to the
others?' There was no reply; he seemed not to have heard." [Editor's note: The 119'n
Assault Helicopter Company logs state that this man, in-fact, lived.l

1445 - Battalion informed brigade that Charlie Company had requested bangalore
torpedoes to help clear its fields of fire outside the perimeter, and thatAlpha Company had
begun arriving at the old fire support base.

1500 - The battalion command group (TOC) reported to brigade that it had closed on the
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battalion's new landing zone and fire support base, and that the Mike Force had requested
extraction. Brigade informed the Mike Force commander that Bravo Company 1l12was

' ' to be inserted into their position.

1530 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Battery, 4142 Artillery had closed on the new
landing zone and fire support base.

1538 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Company's lift-off of 10 sorties had begun.

1545 - Battalion informed brigade that Alpha Company had closed on the old fire support
base and was standing-by to be lifted out as soon as the aircraft were available.

1554 - The baftalion was informed by the brigade TOC that the brigade commander was
en route to the battalion's new landing zone and fire support base.

1556 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Company was beginning to touch-down at its
new landing zone.

1608 - Battalion informed brigade that Alpha Company had begun lifting off at the old fire
support base, and that their estimated time of arrival at the new fire support base was
1615.

Marshaf l: "AIl along Chadie Company had been wondeing what was happening to Alpha
Company, and were hoping that they would shortly reappear. As things stood, the
perimeter was only half-manned BesrUes, they would get some comfod from it, misery
loving company...."

LTC Lay: "There were several immediafe tasks that had to be accomplished. First and
foremost was the recovery of the crews from the two gunships that were shot down. This
mission was given to Alpha Company. Second was the rescue of the Mike Force at Pali
Wali. This mission had already been given to Bravo Company, and they were on their way
to link up with that unit. Third, Charlie Company was given the mission of FSB secuity,
and last, all other elements were to continue improving their positions.

"As I reflected on our mission, lwas most concemed that we were very close to the
Cambodian border. I was a/so concemed about the high ground jusf across the border
and to the nofthwest of our FSB. NVA aftillery and/or moftars located there would be able
to hit the FSB. Our patrols had repofted signs of enemy activity outside the peimeter:
individual sightings, foxholes, trails, and bunkers. For these reasonq I concluded that it
was very likely that we would make contact with the enemy if we stayed in this location
very long. I contacted the bigade commander and expressed my concems and told him
we needed to get this operation over with as soon as possrb/e and then move to another
position where the enemy didn't enjoy the advantages he had over us where we were. I
also asked him to send our baftalion surgeon out to us, which he did later."
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1614: Battalion informed brigadethat Bravo Company had completed its insertion and had
closed on its new landing zone.

Marshall:[Shortly after Bravo Company closed,l "...other ships then moved in to lift out the
troops." [The 119m Assault Helicopter Company logs indicate that as Bravo got off the
aircraft, the Mike Force climbed on and was lifted out.l

LT Case: "We combat-assaulfed into a dry lake bed at YA 558544, just east of the
Cambodian border, and were aware of the close proximity of the enemy forces. By the
time we got onto the ground and linked up with CPT Sincere and his 100-man Mike Force
(they were made OPCON to us), their enemy contact was light. After we secured the dry
lake bed, we swept the sunounding wooded areas. Duing the course of ourpatrolling, we
made light contact to the nofth and west of the dry lake bed, but I don't remember any
results of the contact, probably just some bullets missing intended targets.

"After we cleared the area around the dry lake bed, we dug our night defensive positions
on the eastem edge of the landing zone, about half in the wooded area and half in the
cleaing. I posted two observation/listening posts per platoon in all directions. As I recall,
two of them were inside the woodline on the westem edge of the dry lake bed, probably
across fhe border."

Members of B Company dig in late in the afternoon on 1 1 November 1966. Because the ground was so flat,
treeless, and the grass so short, the men called the location'The Golf Course." Just hours before, the 3d
Mike Force had fought a pitched battle here with the NVA. B Company had flown in to "rescue" them, only
to find the enemy gone. The woodline in the background represents the Cambodian border. An OP from B
Company spent the night over there. Photograph courtesy of Harrison Kohler.
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Members of the 3'o Mike Force

Members of the 3'o Mike Force waiting on the east side of "The Golf Course" for word to move out after B
Company had arrived to "rescue" them. Photograph courtesy of Harrison Kohler.

Members of the 3'd Mike Force Killed in Action

Approximately 12 members of the 3'd Mike Force who were killed in baftle with the NVA on 10-1 1
November 1966 await recovery on "The Golf Course." The observation helicopter in the background is
from a 5'" Special Forces detachment based out ot Pleiku. Photograph courtesy of Harrison Kohler.
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SP4Harrison Kohler-"PFCJamesSouleand SGfFosferSe//ersof f Platoon, whowere
on an LP west of the dry lake bed, ran back into the company peimeter and said they shot
four NVA. However, when a platoon went back out to investigate, only blood trails were
found. These four kills were never confirmed."

1650 - Battalion informed brigade that Alpha Company had closed on the battalion's new
fire support base, and that Bravo Company had killed four NVA atYA 572554.

lLT Downs: "After all the baftalion's inseftion had been completed, the TOC's piorities
shifted to ensuring that we knew exactly where all the units were located, as fhere was
some concem about B Company. Once we felt we had established the exact location of
all friendly units, the aftillery LNO began planning the defensive concentrations. By this
time both LTC Lay and the S-3, CPT Freeman, were on the ground. Wotu had also beEun
on the CP bunker- SFC Breaux, the drivers, several others, and I had goften a good start
on the CP buriQer, fitling sand bags as we went. Because we ran out of daytight before we
could get a roof over the bunker, we erected a CP tent over the excavation. Work
continued on the bunker throughout the night."

Marshafl: "For Charlie Company, the remainder of the aftemoon slipped away
uneventfully. Alpha Company was lifred into posilion [by 16451 and set about digging its
foxhole line facing east....

"At the Pali Wali position, Bravo Company did a liftle befter. LT Tom Jones, leading 1st
Platoon, set a six-man ambush along a trail outside the peimeter (coordinates YA
572544). Four NVA soldiers walked into it. One was killed and the others got away whole-
skinned, a not unusual score."

Three dead enemy soldiers lay in a pile next to a discharged red smoke grenade. Standing in the
background are several members ofthe 3'Mike Force who were responsible for the NVAS'deaths.

Photograph courtesy of Harrison Kohler.
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1745 - Baftalion informed brigade that Bravo Company's personnel strength was 131 , and
that the Mike Force's strength was 106 with three advisors.

LT Case: " lt was at this point when we were able to confirm our location. Wen we staded
to ftre our night defensive concentrations, the first illumination round was way off to the
noftheast. We could not get the fire adiusted near our peimeter because the aftillery said
they would have to shoot too close to or across the border. Fottunately, the night was
reasonably quiet, paftially because we were not able to get our artillery or 4-2 moftar
co n ce ntrati on s reg i ste red."

1750 - A forward air controller reported to brigade that he received enemy fire from YA
570584 and YA 568580. [These coordinates were the west and east sides of Hill 421 from
whence so much of the enemy mortar fire came.]

1800 - Battalion reported to brigade that it had a negative situation report.

1901 - Battalion reported to brigade that its resupply effort was completed.

Marshalf : "The night was not exactly quiet. Chinooks had brought in 1 ,500 rounds of high
explosive and 200 rounds of white phosphorous and illumination for Floody's five
howitzers. A resupply of 250 rwnds had also come in for the 4.2 moftars. llVhen ammo
is plentiful, gunners will fire it. So through the night there was a continual blasting of the
wood line and some use of harassing rounds in the other directions. Except for the
shooting, which rarely disturbs a rifleman's dreams, the next 12 hours passed serenely."

2000 - Battalion reported to brigade that it had a negative situation report.

21OO - 2305 - Battalion reported to brigade that its situation remained unchanged since the
last situation report.

2330 - The battalion was informed by brigade that no PX items or hot chow would be
brought foruvard, due to the enemy action.

2400 - Battalion reported to brigade that its situation remained unchanged since the last
situation repoft, and closed their daily journal for this date.
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PART III: THE BATTLE

12 November 1966 (Saturday)

0100 - 0652 - Each hour on the hour, battalion reported to brigade that its situation
remained unchanged since the last situation report.

0700 - Battalion informed brigade that its units had SP'd.

SP4 Kohf er: " l don't believe we spent another night in the lake bed. My recollection is that
B Company moved a short distance east into a woodline."

LT Case: "Not too long after stand-to, we [B Company] depafted our night location and
moved generally eastward about two kilometers. (l'm estimating vicinity YA 577545, near
Hill 254.) There were sporadic, short exchanges of fire befuveen the point platoon and
small elements of NVA as we moved slowly and cautiously."

LT Dresia: "shortly after stand-to, 2nd Platoon was given the mission of sweeping the
Ianding zone's perimeter. Depafting around 0730, about the same time as Alpha
Company, we spent most of the day on the sweep and did not return until late in the
afternoon, about 1630. While we were out, the remainder of C Company (three platoons)
provided secuity for the battalion, along with the battalion headquafters and the aftillery."

Marshaf l: "Stafting at 0730 ..., Charlie Company made a march that did a full circle of the
peimeter, one-half mile out. En route they picked up one POW, so ill with malaia that, too
feeble to unbutton his trousers, he stank of his own excrement. The maneuver took them
in due course to the much-battered wood line. Beyond it they found little or nothing -
some rations scattered about, blood trails, and patches bumed black by the napalm."

LT Dresia: "During the sweep we found little, other than one sick NVA soldier who didn't
have a weapon. We took him pisoner and I had one of my sergeants take him back to the
company at the landing zone. We took our time on the sweep. Because I didn't have an
FO, lcalled in ourfire suppotT. Aswemoved, lwalked the moftar and aftillery around us;
we knew there were NVA in the area and didn't want to get hit. SSG William Grandy (a
Korean War vet) told me that I did a good job. lt was a stressful patrol."

PFC Zawiski: "lf I recall correctly, we captured an NVA on our sweep-patrol that dreadful
day. He was on one of the hills sunounding the landing zone. Because of this patrol, our
foxholes were not as prepared as those of the other platoons that day."

1LT Downs: "The initial focus of our second day was to get A Company out to find the
downed helicopters and then back inside the battalion's FSB and complete the process of
establishing the DefCons with all our supporting units. CPT Freeman and LTC Lay spent
much of the day working on a solution for the situation B Company was in. There were a
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lot of unknowns, but we knew B Company was in a highly dangerous situation The overall
focus was to prepare for the worst scenario, an all-out attack on the battalion FSB and B
Company at the same time. We secured suppoti commitments from the aftillery and Air
Force. Both the commander and the S-3 worked all day coordinating this suppor7."

Marshaf f : ,'AIpha company, afterwaiting until charlie company was well beyond shooting
distance, moved out as a body, patrolling at first toward the southwest. The route took
them through what LT lRonaldl Weindel described as 'the thickest cleaing I ever busted
through in my life.' The stand of scrub was /ess than head-high, but so dense that they
had to wield their machetes all the way. Next they entered a sea of elephant grass where
the stand rose 10 to 12 feet, an extraordinary growth even forVietnam. Quite suddenly,
the terrain became very rough."

0745 - Brigade notified battalion that the brigade commander was en route to the
battalion's fire supPort base.

0800 - Battalion reported to brigade that it had a negative situation report'

0810 - Battalion informed brigadeihat Bravo Companyfound two NVA bodies buried atYA

0900 - Battalion informed brigade that Alpha Company observed four NVA at YA 585565.

0915 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Company killed one NVA sniper in a tree at
YA 569551 while conducting a sweep around their perimeter.

Sp4 Kohf er: ',My recoilection is that PFC Roy Bethel of 2'd Platoon killed the NVA with an
M-79. This was the first conflrmed kill of B Company."

0930 - Battalion informed brigade that it had changed from its command frequency to its
alternate.

0945 - Battalion informed brigade that Alpha Company observed and engaged one
wounded NVA who was trapped in a gully.

Marshaf l: "sP4 stanley A. wysocki was at the extreme end of Third Platoon, on the right
ftank, with his machine gun. He stood at the edge of a deep ravine. Because the company
had halted briefly, he took the M-60 off safety and rested if, so as to cover the ravine.
Seconds later, he saw a file of Notth Vietnamese emerge from the brush and staft across
his front, within the ravine. So he fired, though they were an indistinct target, more than
250 meters distant. Weindet catled in 4.2-moftar fire on them and all five of the 81-mm
moftars atso got busy. More than 50 rounds of moftar were spent that way in the next 10
minutes. At the end, one vietnamese came running directly toward wysocki's gun, upward
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through the elephant grass that covered the slope. Wysocki shot him down, rang| 15 feet,
the only enemy they could be certain they had killed.

"Veeing north and moving on a shott distance, Alpha Company, almost without realizing
it, entered an NVA base camp, a veritable spider web of bunkers and huts, planted amid
dense vegetation, thick with thom trees and wait-a'minute vines. There were numerous
hang-ups as they tried to bull through."

0950 - Battalion informed brigade that it had changed back to its primary radio frequency.

1000 - Battalion reported to brigade that it had a negative situation report.

1032 - Battalion informed brigade that a fonvard air observerworking for battalion observed
15 to 20 enemy personnel and an unidentif ied black object at YA 566588.

1100 - Battalion informed brigade that charlie company captured one NVA at YA 597570.

1 130 - Battalion informed brigade that a Chinook lifted off from the battalion landing zone
with three Dersons on board.

Marshaff : "The way soon opened. A command ship circled overhead with a message:
'There is a downed chopper 500 meters to your right, with survivors. Get them out.' They
went that way only to be thwafted. As they got within 50 meters of the Huey, they saw a
Chinook lift upward from the trees directly ahead. Three of the survivors were aboard
[Pruett Helm, John Fish, and John Pacerl. The Huey was a total wreck - iust so much
junk.

"The Chinook radioed, 'There is a captain [L.F. Beyer] from this pafty roaming around
somewhere. He went out to look for water.' So the company spent two and a half futile
hours beating the bushes in search of him. lt was stilltrying hard when there came another
message.' 'Break off the search. We have him.' Lieutenant Colonel Royce, commanding
officer of the 52nd Aviation Battalion, had set forth in another Chinook, found the lost
captain, and hooked him aloft in a basket.

"There was still another downed Huey fo be [found], so their task went on and on. They
were beating through dense brush all the way, with much hacking to do. A chopper flew
above them, popping smoke to show them they way."

1133 - The brigade TOC informed battalion that MG Coll ins would visit the battalion f ire
support base.

1147 -The brigade TOC informed battalion that the brigade commander was en route to
the battalion fire support base.
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1200 - Battalion reported to brigade that it had a negative situation report.
a

1320 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Company discovered a total of 32 NVA
bodies in two locations, the first at YA 570555 and the second at YA 571555. All were left
where they were found.

SP4 Kohfer: "My diary says that 34 bodies were found, but I put that number down in my
diary because someone told me. I never counted the bodies, so I do not know which
number is conect. The bodies were not buied; I believe the bodies were burned, but I'm
not absolutely ceftain. I am ceftain that no one in B Company dug a grave for 32 NVA
bodies."

Marshalf : " At 1 400 they found what they sought - four men dead, burned black and blown
20 feet from the aircraft when it exploded; the ship was another total wreck. A ftfth corpse,
blackened, was in the wreckage [Editois note: This would be Hess, who had wanted to
ride with Helml. lt took five stretchers and 20 men to collect the five bodies and move them
out to a clearing 200 meters away, where they could rendevous with several choppers that
were binging out body bags. But that short haul killed another hour. The brush was as
impenetrable as pimary jungle; it was hack, hack, hack with machetes every foot of the
way- They gotthere steaming, sweating, and angry, not because of the worl<, butfrom the
sight of the five bodies.... [Finally] the bodies had been loaded and the Hueys had cleared
away."

1415 - Battalion reported to brigade that it had a negative situation report.

't445 - Battalion informed brigade that Alpha Company discovered a tunnel opening at YA
580560 and observed one NVA. Indirect fire was called on the target area.

Marshaf l: "At the edge of a cleaing, they ran into a tunnel complex. Other men saw a
North Vietnamese duck into a hole. SSG Robert F. Wright somehow missed the motion.
He grenaded into another hole, heard a man scream somewhere below, crawled into the
hole, finished the job with his Colt .45, then dragged forth the body. 'l got the son-of-a-
bitch,' he yelled.... The men moved out about 300 meters and [Weindel] called for aftillery
to level the place. It was a waste of ammunition; the shells had little or no effect.

"The column slogged on. The light was waning fast. So the company tumed back toward
the peimeter and moved as rapidly as the going and its own extreme state of fatigue
permifted. As ft [arrived] almost within sight of the base, so did a Huey beaing LT Douglas
Benneft, an assistanf operations officer from battalion'

"'That HMG [heavy machine gun] that knocked down the Hueys is only about 200 meters
from where you finished your searching this aftemoon.' Bennett said 'You're to go get it.'
Weindel protested. 'lt's too late,' he said. 'Darkwill be on us and we don't know what's out
here.' Bennett rnslsfed So thev went.
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"After another 600 meter march through thick brush, the men found what they wanted,
almost. It was pure dumb luck that they stumbled across the position, marked by a moftar
sight, a cradle, six rucksacks, and numerous other trinkets - but no machine gun. Colonel
Lay flew out in a Chinook to relieve them of these treasures."

1525 - Battalion informed brigade that Alpha Company killed one NVA at the tunnel area.

1540 - Battalion informed brigade that Alpha Company observed three or four more NVA
at the tunnel area.

LT Case: "We were able to walk up on two NVA armed with a machine gun and take them
pisoner. Other than that, I don't remember any fire fight results."

[Kohler recorded in his diary that two NVA were captured; one was evacuated, and the
other died of gunshot wounds.l

1550 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo company captured one wounded NVA
carrying a machine gun at YA 575554.

LT Case: "lt was some point after this, and I don't remember exactly when or how, CPT
Slncere and the Mike Force departed our location."

1600 - Battalion reported to brigade that it had a negative situation report, and informed
them that the brigade commander had arrived at the fire support base.

LT Gase: 'That night we dug our night fighting positions near a trail network. There were
Iistening post and perimeter repofts of movement and flashlights peiodically throughout
the late night and early moming. I opted to use what indirect fire (aftillery and 4.2 mortars)
we could get, rather than run the isk of getting heavily engaged in a ground fight also.
From our location we could hear some of the action and see an occasional illumination
round at the baftalion fire supporl base off to our noftheast."

Marshaf f : 'By 1630 Charlie Company was back in the perimeter. Floody had read all the
signs and concluded that the show was all but over."

LT Dresia: "Wen we returned to the LZ, we had to finish digging our foxholes. Second
Platoon was on the company's left flank and linked up with the ight flank of Alpha
Company. To our right was lim Swan's 3d Platoon, and to Swan's right was Ted Glick's
1o Piatoon. I dug my foxhole about 25 feet to the rear of my machine gun position on the
right flank of our platoon. The company weapons Platoon, under Frank wse, had set up
tieir 81mm moftars more to the rear of 2nd Platoon and to my left. SP4 Knox, my moftar
FO, dug his position near mine."

PFC Zawiski: "PFC Ronald Bocook, SP4 Nicholas Fulmer, and I were assigned to the M-
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60 position on the ight flank of 2nd Platoon. Our position was probably about 2j-feet-or-
so in front of LT Dresia's hole. We had dug one'bf those horseshoe-sha ped holes for the
M-60.',

1705 - Battalion informed brigade that Alpha Company recovered four US bodies from a
downed helicopter. No change in unit locations.

1708 - Battalion informed brigade that they need 15 resupply sorties.

Marshall: "The time was now 1730 and Alpha Company was 1,200 meters from its
appointed nighftime position. The men started marching through heavily cratered ground
where obviously both the aftillery and the B-52 bombers had laid it on a bit thick. That
slowed them still more and Weindel realized they'd never make it home before dark.

"The lieutenant was in front of the column, and leading off, had not gone more than 50
meters, when loud shouting came from the rear. He couldn't distinguish a word of it. Then
he heard a clear voice over his radio telephone: 'Lieutenant, get going fast. we're being
moftared.'

'ISSG Robertl Wright was binging up the rear of the column, along with 7SG [Robert
Crouchl and LT Quann. Atl three jumped as the first shell exploded amid the talltimber of
a wood patch they had just come through. The burst, 50 meters behind them, was a
powertul stimutant. lmmediately, Quann got a message overthe radiofrom an unidentified
voice at the base camp: 'We're being moftared.' Quann replied, 'And so are we.'

'Lf [Calvin] Dukes, the aftillery FO with Quann, called the fire direction center at base
camp, saying, 'We need fire to cover our rear.' He made a snap guess on the coordinates
of the column's position. His request, a safety measure, was also an invitation to waste
aftillery. No sklrmishers dogged their heels, and the moriar shells were coming from inside
Cambodia, about 1,000 meters to their rear.

"Men up front stafted to double-time. Weindel was all against it and tied to hold them
back. He could see moriar shells exploding ln sheefs to their front, either inside the
peimeteror just short of it. Thecrywas raised: 'Move along! Move along!' Weindelyelled,
'lMat the hell for? There's no use rushing into that.' Weindel switched to a half-step.
About then, Quann called for a halt so that he could make a head count.'..

"so they counted, and found that all hands were present. They started again. Men down
the column began to move at a dog trot, and weindel could not slow them. They puffed
along ,high didab, diddte, straight down the middle,' as Weindel later put it. Five hundred
meters {hoft of the perimeter, they came to their last hill. Topping the crest, they saw four
NotTh Vietnamese moftars, directly to their left, set in low ground, not more than 200
meters away. They were set at the edge of a wood line and were pumping out shells at
a rate of four orfive a minute, all aimed atthe heart of Charlie Company The column kept
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running. On a knob just beyond a small ridge saddle, Weindel checked long enough to
shoot an azimuth at the NVA position. lt was 060. [degrees] from where he stood.

"For a minute or so a dip in the contour of the land almost swallowed them. Racing on,
they topped a small rise. Then a burst of M-1 6 rifle fire f rom out of the peimeter crackled
just above their heads. Weindel shouted, 'Everybody halt!' and hit the dift.

'At first CPT Floody and the others had stopped all fire at the base, iust to make sure that
the incoming stuff was from the enemy. ln fhese same moments, Quann called LT
[Michael] Easfuvood on the RT. 'Take it easy,'he said. 'We're coming in.' The warning
had to go the complete circle because Charlie Company had spread itself to man Alpha
Company's foxholes, aIso."

1800 - Battalion informed brigade thatthe fire support base was being mortared at this time
from the west and northwest.

.ilt

This is an 82mm high-explosive mortar round. lt is representative of the type of mortar round fired by the
NVA at the battalion on Red Warrior Landing Zone on the evening of 12 November 1966. ln a three-hour

period, an estimated 500 rounds were dropped on the battalion, killing five men and wounding 40.
rhotograph courtesy of www.warefare.ru.

LTWise: "On 12 November 1966, lwastheplatoon leaderof the C Company Weapons

Platoon. The ptatoon's mission was to provide close-in defensive fire-suppori for the
battalion fire base. At around 1800 a reinforced NVA battalion began an attack on us by
shelling the fire base with mortar fire."

1LT Downs: "When the moftar attack began, I immediately ran into the CP and found CPT
Freeman talking to brigade on their radio. I grabbed the handmike forthe Air Force liaison
radio and contacted a FAC and asked him to fly over our area and see if he could
determine where the enemy moftarfire was coming from. SFC Breaux was on a third radio
coordinating with the 4.2 moftar FDC, getting them set up to fire counter-battery fire.

,'once cPT Freeman was finished appising brigade of our situation, he shifted his focus
to Alpha Company's location, ensuring that everyone on the peimeter knew which
direction they would be coming from when they returned."
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Marshalf : "The first enemy round fired in their direction exploded at 1810. Floody sawthe
round - that one round only - explode 200 meters fo I's soufheast. Then they came on in
twos and threes and he heard them whistle on the downpath into the ground immediately
around him."

LT Wise: "The Weapons Platoon responded immediately to the aftack with counter moftar
fire. tt was difficult to coordinate really close-in fire suppoft as I had been informed that the
NVA might have captured one of our company radios. Knowing that the enemy might be
able to monitor our radio fransmlssions, I was reluctant fo discuss our counter moftar fire
plans with the other platoon leaders or the company commander over the command net.
As a result, our moftar fire was placed well outside the perimeter and not as c/ose as we
would have wanted it to be."

LT Dresia: "We had been working on our foxholes for about an hour-and-a-half when the
mail arrived. The guys were out getting and reading their mailwhen the incoming moftars
hit us. sadly, my ptatoon suffered the most, if not all, of the KIA casualties when the first
barrage of moriar rounds hit the fire support base. Because we still had not completed our
oveiead cover, some of the initial rounds really hutt us. A couple of the moftar rounds
went into foxholes, white others impacted throughout the platoon area."

PFG Zawiski: "we had just gotten a hot meal and mail (it was choppered in) when the
attack stafted. I had my back to the perimeter, eating my meal and reading my mail, when
the first moftar rounds landed on the opposite side of the peimeter. We all yelled,'ln-
coming,' and fell into our holes. Seconds later the next banage hit the 2nd Platoon
oositions."

Evening chow line set up in the Red Warrior fire support base (FSB) on the 12'h of November' The large
sandba-g feature in the center of the photograph is a B Battery, 4/42d gun pit. The smoke/dust coming from
the pit iJthe resultofthe gun havingjust fired. Moments after this picture was taken, a massive enemy mortar
bariage swept across the FSB, killing flve men from C Company immediately. They had been out of their
fighting positions to get their meal and mail. Photograph courtesy of Jim Stiffler.
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Marshalf : "Colonel Lay was stitt aifuome in the Chinook and orbiting around the L7. So
were two of his staff, Bigelow and Benneft, who followed along in a Huey. Someone on
the ground told them over the RT, 'Don't land! There's too much fire.' The stuff was
coming in bunches now. Bigetow and Bennett took the warning seiously, veered off in
their Huey, and headed for Plei Diereng, where they listened to the baftle over the radio.
Not so Colonel Lay.

LTC Lay: "As the battalion had successfully completed its transition to the new FSB, and
al! our missions were in vanbus sfages of completion, I turned my aftention to another
matter. I wanted to recover the enemy machine guns we had knocked out the day before.
Late in the aftemoon a chinook resupply helicopter came to the FSB. As soon as it had
dropped its load, I 'commandeered'it. Directing the pilot to the enemy location, we quickly
picked up the guns and retumed to the FSB. Landing at the helipad iust outside the
peimeter, we began off-loading our captured equipment. At that very instant all Hell broke
loose!

,,Ihe FSB was being hit with mortar and aftillery fire. I knew it was happening, but I could
hardly believe what I was seeing. lnstinctively, I knew I had to get to the command post
(cP), but the barrage was so heavy, I knew I wouldn't make it if I tried. Running toward
the perimeter, my only choice was fo seek the nearest shelter I could find. Jumping into
the first foxhole I saw, I staftled the soldier who was already in there. Explaining that we
were under enemy fire and that I would make a break for the CP as soon as the fire let up,
we both hunkered down to wait out the moftar fire- lt wasn't long until a lull in the barrage
occuned. Thanking the soldier for sharing his hole with me, I iumped out and stafted
sprinting for the CP. I didn't get far when the intensity of the enemy fire picked up again
For the second time that day I shared a foxhole with another member of the battalion.
Again, there was another lull during which I finally made it to the CP

"Running into the cP bunker, which housed the tactical operations center (TOC), I
encountered a fturry of activity. cPT Paul Freeman, fhe 53, was on the radio keeping
bigade abreast of the situation, and receiving repofts from the companies. The artillery
LNO was coordinating aftittery suppofting fires, and the Air Force FAC was coordinating
the ctose air supporl. As soon as I got a good grasp on the situation, I contacted the
brigade commander and advised him of what was happening and what we were doing
He responded that we would get pionl on all aftillery and air suppor7."

1LT Downs: ,'soon after this LTC Lay and cPT Floody came into the cP. LTC Lay had
pinpointed one enemy fiing point on a hilltop nofthwesf of us on the cambodian border-
'l 

was able to get the FAC to confirm this on a fly-by. cPT Floody told us there was a
second enemy moftar position fiing at us from a much closer location. lmmediately there
was some concern that Atpha Company might be moving so c/ose lo this second location
that we woutdn't be abte to bing air or suppofting aftillery fire to bear against it. As soon
as Alpha Company was able to c/ose on the FSB, the baftalion's 81 and 4.2 mortars and
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CPT Floody's howitzers took both the close-in moftar and a near-by machine gun position
under fire."

Marshalf : "Running for the operations center, Floody found Lay there. The Chinook had
dropped him. Lay had spent several minutes in a foxhole observing, and he was full of
fresh information. 'Range is about 2,000 meters,' he said to Floody. 'l'd say the bearing
is around 290.' Just then, the battalion 52, LT Downs, spoke up. 'l'm talking to a FAC nght
now. He sees fhem fiing. I have the coordinates.' They checked. The figures were
roughly congruent with the estimate Lay had iust made by dead reckoning. They pointed
to Hill 421 , ight on the Cambodian border and directly to the nofthwest.

"But the coordinates did not relate at all to the mortars that Weindel had just seen blasting
the peimeter. That was what they missed at first - that they were being banaged from
two moftar bases, one far out and one close by. It was not within the scope of combined
intelligence to grasp the essentiat fact. Hard beset by the blows they were getting, they
could not distinguish between one sound and another. Here was the small thing that
nearly did them in.

'ln this worst of moments Floody discovered that he had no communications with his gun
posifions. One mortar round had cut the wire. So he slarfed for the guns on a run,
knowing that they all had to be turned about. He passed the first tube and yelled to the
crew, 'Swing it around 300 mils!' Continuing to gun No. 2, he was hit and knocked down
by a moftar shard that slashed open one cheek of his buttocks. Paying no aftention to the
bleeding, he made the rounds, getting the guns turned.

"SP4 Sensenb ach, with three of his buddies, had iust sat down to play a fiendly game of
stud poker by candlelight. That's when the first moriar round exploded into their ground
shortly after the battalion commandels arrival in the Chinook at the nofthwest corner.
Sensenbach heard Colonel Lay's voice ring out loud and clear above the tumult, 'Oh shit!'
'There goes our poker game,' said Sensenbach....

"Someof the men were still in the open, including LT Dresia. There was a reason: the mail
had just come in, heavy with premature Christmas gifts. This group heard the first round
explode about 100 meters away. Still, they stuck with it. The three so/dlers distibuting
packages were coming straight toward them. SP4 Jerry Knox, an aftillery FO, let out a
joyous yelp, 'Gee, everybody's making it this time.' A mortar shell exploded within a hop-
skip-and-jump of where they stood. 'Get to the holes, everybody!' Dresia yelled "

LT Dresia: "Duing the initial barrage, I was busy iumping into my hole and didn't see
everyone who got hit. Killed were cecil walker, charles Anderson, Kenneth Blackwell,
Nicholas Fulmer, and Ronald Bocook."

Marshaf f: "...She//s rained down on them. Dresra's RTO, PFC Kenneth Blackwell, was
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kitled outight. The aid man of the platccn, SP4 Allan Couftney, took wounds in the chest
and shoulders."

LT Dresia: "Ken Blackwell was killed next to my hole, iust a couple of steps away He was
my substitute RTO, as Sherman Tilley, my regular RTO, was on R&R. When my RTO was
killed, our radio was also knocked out. Later I was brought a new one by Raymond Hart
from the Weapons Platoon. Once I had a replacement radio, I spent a lot of time on it
hetping to direct fire, as the heaviest assaults by the NVA were not being directed against
our platoon. Duing the baftle, my platoon sergeant and l, on different occasions, went
from position to position in the platoon to check on the men."

Marshaff: "A second round exploded dead on one of Dresia's machine gun positions,
destroying the gun and instantly killing the gunners, sP4 Fulmer and PFC Bocook. ln the
holewiththemwastheirsquadleaderSSGWill iamJ.GrandyJr. Hit inthehead,Grandy
had blacked out from concussion."

LT Dresia: "When t was finatly able to get to Bocook's and Fulmels position, they were
dead in their foxhole. Bocook tooked like he had received a lot of concussion from the
round."

PFC Zawiski: "One of the rounds was not a direct hit on our hole, but it was very close.
Bocook and Fulmer, who were out of the hole, did not have enough time to iump back in.
They were both killed instantly, along with Blackwell, ight behind our position. Corporal
Watker and Anderson, who were a couple of holes overto my left, were killed the same
way.

"l ran over to Willie Wlliams's position just to the left of ours because Willie had overhead
cover. There must have been six of us packed into that three-man hole. LT Dresia yelled
at me to go back to the M-60. As I ran back over, I was hit by shrapnel in my leg and back.
Dennis Sullivan came over to help me fire the machine gun. Dennis vras a/so wounded;
in his Ieft hand he had a hole the size of a quafter. There was a medic who came over to
our position (l forget his name) to see if he could help, but he was in worse shape than we
were. His arm was pretty messed up from shrapnel. Jerry Knox was a member of our
weapons squad. When Blackwell was killed, Knox came overto help LT Dresia."

Marshall: "Hard hit but not downed, Couftney heard a cry from fariher along the foxhole
tine: 'Medic! Medic!' He went that way. In the hole with sP4 Richard T. carey was PFC
Theodore Washington.... Carey's face was a mask of blood. Washington had been hit in
the left etbow, tegs, and stomach. couftney knelt and patched them as best he could.
Neither said a word. As Courtney rose to continue his rounds, SP4 Roosevelt President
staggered into the position. President was drenched in blood, hit in both shoulders, head,
and back. Couftney went to work on him.

"CPL Cecit Watker had waited just a second too long hoping to get goodies from home.
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As he jumped for the hole next to Dresra's, a shell exploded ight behind him, catching him
in midair, and killing him. He had been closer to the foxhole than anyone else."

LTDresia; lsawCPLWalkergethitiusf ashewastryingtogetintohisfoxhole. Thething
I remember about his death was that we were able to determine aftenttard that he had
been hit with one small piece"of shrapnel that pierced his heaft."

Marshaf l; "SP4 Dennis P. Sullivan was woried because Fulmels machine gun wasn't
going. Quifting his foxhole, he crawled that way to see what was wrong. Another round
exploded while he was still crawling and one shard smashed his ight hand.

"At a second machine gun position, the assistant, PFC Anderson was killed instantly. PVT
Felfon [Armstrong] was wounded in the head. One big hunk of metal had smashed the
right hand of SP4 Capps."

PFC Zawiski: "We spotted movement out to our front and began firing the M-60' By this
time it was just stafting to get dark, and LT Dresia asked for someone to go out and light
the perimeter markers we had buried in front of the platoon earlier when we went out on
patrot. (Each marker consisted of an empty moftar round cannister filled with sand and
gasoline.) t took three tip flares with me and dropped one into each of the three markers
in front of 2nd Platoon's position. When I got back to the hole with Sully, we were already
getting air suppoft, and Spooky was dropping illumination for us."

Marshaf f : "The cry 'Medic! Medic!' became almosf tncessanf. Stiil, there was no panic and
some of the wounded did not cry at all, a few too sorely stricken to do so, the more lightly
wounded knowing they would have to wait. With two of the aid men already down, SP4
George Richardson and SP4Will Stewaft were all overthe place....Two roundsfell among
the 81-mm moftars. SP4 Roger J. Schlott, hit in the back, was the only casualty for the
moment. The 81's were still firing."

LTG Lay: "With the artillery and counter-moftar fires underway, the immediate Air Force
close air support began with 'Spooky,' a C-47 aircraft that provided battlefield illumination.
We were also being supported by the 1"t Air Commando Squadron stationed at Pleiku
Airfield and commanded by LTC E.A. Dietrich. This squadron was equipped with the
propeller-driven A-1E aircraft, which could loiter over the battlefield, if needed, for more
than an hour. Its armament included cluster bomb units (CBUs), which could be dropped
within 35-to-50 meters of dug-in fiendly positions, and napalm. The CBUs were very
effective anti-pe rson nel we apon s."

LTDresia: "several other men in the other platoons were also wounded. Both Grandy and
Carey were in the area and badly wounded, especially Carey. I wasn't sure he was going
to make it, but he did after a long rehabilitation. I'm embarrassed fo say / do n't recall all my
platoon members, and others seem like they may have been in my platoon. Paft of the
problem is that I was also the Weapons Platoon leader for several months and knew men
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in different platoons. Now, after all these years, it all blends together. I think that Raymond
Hart may have been one of the wounded.

"During the battle, while my platoon knocked out an enemy machine gun some distance
away in a woodline, I helped call n an air-strike with napalm and artillery fire on a distant
target. Even with all the elephant grass that was to our front, I was able to adiust the fire
effectively. The exploding aftillery rounds and gun positions were not near our immediate
rear, but off to the right nearer Swan's and Glick's areas."

PFC Zawiski: "At that moment SGT Gary Stubbs (who had the other M-60 from our
platoon) and I simultaneously spofted what appeared to be an enemy 50 caliber machine
gun firing from a hill out to our left-front up at Spooky and the other suppofting aircraft. We
interlocked our fire onto his position. Sully and I fired close to a hundred rounds without
stopping. we must have been ight on target, because we never saw any more fire coming
from that location the rest of the night."

1833 - Battalion informed brigade thatAlpha Company had closed on thefire support base,
and that enemy mortar fire was coming from YA 565570 and YA 568565.

1LT Downs: "General discussion in the CP was in agreement that we were going to
receive a ground attack once it was dark. LTC Lay and CPT Freeman coordinated our air
and aftillery suppoft in eamest. Once we began to hear the sound of incoming small arms
fire, LTC Lay made a decision to hold off aftillery suppott and use the A1E aircraft for
close-in support around the peimeter. The word was sent out for the perimeter positions
to either turn on their strobe lights or light their marker beacons so fhaf the suppofting
aircraft could drop their cluster bomb units (CBUs) as c/ose as possib/e to the bunkers."

LTC Lay: "The first indication that the NVA were lifting their supporting fires and preparing
to initiate their ground attack came when we could hear small arms fire hitting the tent that
had been erected overthe CP.TOC bunker. As the ground attack picked up in intensity,
CPT Floody had his howitzers lower their gun tubes and fire direct fire at the enemy
attacking the peimeter."

Marshalf : "As the fifth gun completed the turning movement, Floody heard a yell, 'Cease
fire! A Company is getting hit.' It was completely wrong. Not understanding what the yell
meant, Floody passed the warning along, shouting: 'Cease fire with all weapons!'...

"cPT Ftoody made a quick estimate, 'we're already cut to half strength,' and in that
reckoning he might welt have included himself. He had anived at the aftillery fire direction
center b;dly winded, and, as he paused for breath, another moftar shell exploded behind
him, riddled his back, and knocked him flat. He thought he was blacking out from
concussion. His mind cleared as the shelling ceased, and he stood.

"So doing, he thought things over- Within eight minutes approximately 25 rounds of 82-mm
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moftar had been fired by the enemy and not one had missed the peimeter. By these
signs, Floody knew what he was up against. The absolute accuracy could not be aftibuted
to skilled obseruation only. The enemy baftery had previously registered on this ground
and knew that the moftars were set dead-on. There were no adjustments to be made. It
was like shooting fish in a banel....

"Alpha Company, meanwhile, was in the act of closing on the peimeter, and there was no
need for it to be prodded. It was not, however, the sight of the peimeter being morlared
that drew the men on; they couldn't do a bit of good for Charlie Company simply by shaing
parl of its misery. The spint was on so that they could get to their own foxholes. Ahead,
Weindel.-.could see what the close-in enemy morlar battery was dealing out to the sector
held by Swan's platoon. For two seconds, while he had paused on top of the hill, he had
weighed whether he should aftack those same moftars, so c/ose and iust off his flank.
Then he had dismissed the thought, saying to himself, 'We need to get there fast; a direct
assault may be coming.' Now the question nagged him, 'Was I ight? Was I ight?' He
would never really know.

"AlphaCompanymadeit,outofwindandviftuallyunhuft.... Thetimewas1845. Theonly
casualty was SSG John E. Brown, who took a light flesh wound in one thigh from a moftar
frag while he was jumping a ditch. lnitated when he found Charlie Company's men filling
some of the holes toward which his men were dashing underfire, Weindel yelled, 'Getthe
hell out of here and go where you belong.' They got. As Weindel settled in his own hole,
he saw a new enemy mortar open fire from the southeast."

LTC Lay: "Of major concem to me was the timing of Alpha Company's return to fhe FSB
and their placement in the peimeter defense. I breathed a great sigh of relief when word
finally came that Alpha had made it safely back inside the peimeter and was in the
process of taking over a portion of the perimeter from Charlie Company. Wth two rifle
companies on the line, I felt much befter about our situation."

1847 - Baftalion informed brigade that the fire support base was receiving small arms fire
and a orobe from the west.

1849 - Battalion informed brigade that air strikes were now in progress, and that the fire
support base was receiving small arms fire from all sides.

LTC Lay: "The air squadron suppofted us all night. I was told later by LTC Dietrich that his
sguadron flew over 100 sorties for us that night, which was a record for them. I am
convinced that without their suppotl, the NVA attack would have been more difficult for us
to repel and that our casualties would have been much greater."

1900 - Battalion informed brigade that the fire support base was still receiving mortar fire.
It let up for two orthree minutes, then resumed, an estimated 500 rounds so far. Battalion
reported that it was running low on 81mm ammunition and requested a resupply.
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LTC Lay: "As the battle continued, our casualties continued to mount. Because of the
number of wounded, I directed the battalion surgeon and his medics to begin using the
space in the CP as an aid station and to treat the wounded there. One of the wounded
was CPT Floody. When he was brought into the CP, the medics determined that his
wounds were not severe. so as soon as he was treated, CPT Floody retumed to his battery
and continued directing their suppofting fires."

Marshalf : "lnthebief lull, the worst cases were canied to the aid station so thatthey could
be given plasma. Also, the positions was reorganized so that there would be better
distribution foxhole to foxhole. Carey was one of the cases puf on plasma, When the
shelling resumed, one of the first rounds blasted him from his pallet. He still lived, though
the spark was feeble, and there were fresh wounds in his back and left eye."

LT Wise: "Soon after the attack began, the company CP received word that an enemy
machine gun was fiing into one of the platoon areas from a tree line iust outside the
peimeter. 1SG [Franciscol Pereda ran from the CP to a nearby 105mm howitzer position
'and 

helped the NCO in charge of the gun to lower the gun's barrel and place direct fire on
the enemy machine gun's position. Thereafter there was no more fire coming from that
gun."

PFC Zawiski: "There was heavy fire coming from the 3rd Platoon off to our right. They
were taking the brunt of the ground attack. I know that some enemy moftar rounds landed
in a 105 howitzer pit and exploded a lot of ammunition. I recall our 1SG [Pereda] and
some others turning one of the howitzers around and firing it at point blank range at the
enemy.'

Marshaf f ; "The second time around, the main target was the artillery. SP4 James T. Fore
was assisfanf g unner on the base piece. One shard hit him in the neck. He ducked away
for five minutes, returned with his neck bandaged, and said, 'l'm iust as good as ever.'
Several minutes later, SP4 Carl Treahan was hit in the back while on gun No. 5. After
getting bandaged, he found he could no longer stand without bleeding badly, so he worked
the rest of the night in the FDC.

"Floody, by this time reeling from loss of blood and the concussion, knew that he was
through. 'You're in command of the battery,' he said to LT Frank M. Applin....Five minutes
later Floody blacked out....

,'A moftar round beat LT swan to his hole. one shard had slashed the left eye of PFC
Kenneth W. Jones, and the ptatoon medic, SP4 Robeft Page, had his kit open prepaing
to work on Jones. Luck had been with PFC Robert A. Miles, an Fo with the 81mm
moftars. The btast had blown him from the hole, but he scrambled back unhurt. Page
gave Jones a shot of morphine. swan sank down in the hole, then sat up straight, figuring
he had better |ook about. A morlar round exploded seven meters behind the hole. Swan
had twisted to look that way. One shard struck him in the right [chest], the other in the left
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shoulder. Hls sensalion wasoneof 'beingflattened by a baseball bat.' The blastflattened
him across Jones and Miles, and the squeeze knocked the wind from them. Swan knew
[he had a] concusslon: he was too dizzyto think. The three just lay there. Heaing a cry,
'Medic, Medic,' Page had departed.

"A second round, aniving at the same time, took out four other members of the Weapons
Platoon. SP4 David N. Gaither was hit in the back of the head; SP4 Robert E. Hollon got
a shard through his back; PFC Edward Matlack was hit in the throat; and SP4 Hubeft
Linscott was hit in the shoulder. A funny thing about Linscoft: he had previously been hit
by a bullet without knowing it. The slug had lodged in his nght hip. He had no sensafion
at the time. There was no way of accounting for how and where it happened. The wound
was not discovered until the next day....

" ln the artillery fire [direction bunker], LT Jack L. Stewart, the fire direction officer, heard the
thuds and crashes as the mortar shells beat on the camp, and felt better about it than
anyone etse. Not only were his guns working, but instinct and training also told him that
his she//s were finding pay dirt The enemy fire was gradually tapeing off. However,
Stewaft, concentrating on his job, also noted from the sounds, still not seeing any flash,
that at least one enemy moftar was operating from much closer range. (This was the
battery that Weindel had seen from atop the hill.)... Just then his guns came under
machine gun fire and he judged that the gun was based even closer than the moftar. It
was much too close."

1902 - Battalion informed brigade that it had a doctor and extra medics on site.

1915 - Battalion informed brigade that Charl ie Company had five ki l led and one wounded,
and Bravo Battery, 4142 Arlillery had one killed and five wounded.

1919 - Battalion informed brigade that an artillery check-fire was in place to allow for air
strikes.

1922 - Brigade informed battalion that a second flare ship and two forward air controllers
were en route.

1927 - Battalion informed brigade that tactical air support was now working.

1927 - Battalion informed brigade that the fire support base received three rounds of white
phosphorus mortar f ire.

Marshaf l: "suddenly there were other blurred figures moving from the darkness into the
circle of light. Some moved within 10 meters or so of the peimeter and began digging.
At the same time Weindel's 3rd Platoon in Alpha Company came under aftack. The time
was about 1930. The North Vietnamese could be seen clear enough in silhouette, dueto
the slowly dying fire outside the perimeter. They were all elaborately camouflaged; at close
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range, they appeared well-fed, healthy soldiers. But they were also exhausted men, going
through the motions, and no longer possessed of the heaft to fight They dug languidly
and they fired aimlessly, though they were close enough to use grenades. Theirhalf of the
fight was more like sham battle than the real thing. Our half wasn't; the enemy had moved
close enough to get killed. So for another hour, another unequal contest, this time
balanced entirely against the enemy, went on. (The fire fight in slow motion continued until
2130, then flickered out in just about the same minute as the blazing pile beyond the
peimeter tumed to ashes.)"

1938 - Baftalion informed brigade that the fire support base was receiving a ground aftack
from all sides, heavy on north-northeast and northwest.

Marshaf f: "...1n the excitement [Charlie Company's two-man] outposts had not been
recalled; indeed they were all but forgoften. Worse still, at least one of them had not been
advised that Alpha Company was aniving. This OP was 40 meters out on the right flank
of Charlie Company.

"PFC Sanfos Villarea! saw dark forms charging toward him through the dusk....Wth him
was PFC Stewaft L. Shedd. They were armed only with M-79 grenade launchers. Wth
every reason to be stampeded, they held their ground and their nerve, keeping low behind
a rosewood log. The front runners were just 30 meters away, coming straight for the OP,
when Shedd asked, 'Shall we let'em have it?' 'No, we can't,' Villareal said very low, 'We
don't know who they are.' Some instinct told him, or perhaps lf was the size of the bluned
forms, that these must be Americans. Still, they kept their M-79's pointed.

"lt had taken Alpha Company perhaps two minutes ro run past them. The column closed,
SGT Paul Johannsen yelling as he went by, 'l'm the last man from A Company.'Wiping the
sweat from his face on the sleeve of his jungle shirt, Villareal said to Shedd, 'Thank God,
that's over.'

"But what had happened still woried him; he had realized in fhose fense moments that
grenade launchers were not the weapons to stop a skirmish /rne. So he tied to raise LT
Swan on the RT to tell him that a few M-16 ifles were needed at the position. However,
it was 1 SG Francisco C. Pereda who responded on the radio. Quite terse about it, Pereda
replied flatly, 'No, you don't need ifles out there.'

"Five minutes passed. The two listeners heard more noise, more men coming in over
exactly the same line Alpha Company had followed. Now it was too dark to see anything'
The noises came closer- 15 feet, 12 feet. At 10 feet, Villareal saw in silhouette a form
weaing a peaked cap and knew it was a Vietnamese. A yell came from the figure: 'l'm A
Company. I'm A Company.' ...Villareal plugged the man in the belly with his Colt .45, then
shot twice more as the man lay crumpled on the ground.

"Now in a standing position, Villareal could see 10 to 12 more Vietnamese beyond the
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body, coming on. He turned to run. Shedd had already taken off, Ieaving the PRC-25
behind. Villareal also forgot all about the radio.

"Ten meters along the trail, the thought hit him: 'They'll shoot me in the back.' He whirled,
dropped to his knees, and fired one M-79 round. lt armed and exploded among the enemy
group, which had already hit the ground. Villareal ran on. As he made the peimeter, he
jumped into the nearest foxhole. ln it was PFC Daniel S. Marshall. Villareal's ammunition
forthe launcher, other than what had been abandoned atthe OP, was in his own foxhole,
some distance away. He opted to go for it because our people seemed too iumpy.' 'VC
coming on, from that direction,' he said to Marshall. 'You better fire.' Marshall iust barely
stafted. Then his M-16 jammed. The position now weaponless, Villareal ran toward the
artillery battery where he borrowed an M-14 from one of the wounded.

"Apaft from the damage wrought by the renewal of the moriar attack, which lasted about
10 minutes, the condition within the perimeter was becoming increasingly chaotic and
dangerous. The battery had been fiing for most of an hour. It was impossible to both work
the howitzers, which were rather sketchily dug in, and at the same time insure easy
movement through the piled-up litter. There was no time to police it. Powder bags and
shells were strewn all over the place, Then, too, the Chinooks had come in and dropped
450 rounds of ammunition, most of it HE, on the edge of the landing zone iust before the
fight began. Not more than 100 high explosive rounds had been brought into the circle and
[fired by] the guns. Three piles of shells, indifferently stacked, lay iust outside the foxhole
Iine."

'1947 - Battalion informed brigade that the fire support base had received another round
of white phosphorus mortar fire.

1955 - Battalion informed brigade that the small arms fire had ceased and that Alpha
Company located one enemy mortar, adjusted artillery fire onto it, and knocked it out.

2000 - Brigade informed battalion that two resupply CH-47 helicopters were on standby at
the Plei Djereng air strip.

LT Wise: "Approximately two hours into the attack, 1 SG Pereda sent a runner to my
platoon CP and asked that I come to the company CP immediately. Upon anival, the 1SG
informed me that the company commander, 1LT Bigelow, was not on the battlefield.
Having been away on an aerial recon for the next day's mission, his helicopter had been
unable to land due to the heavy NVA moftar and small arms fire. That was when I found
out that 1SG Pereda had been running the company, had been responding to baftalion's
requests for situation reports, and had been providing guidance to the other platoons. He
had called me up to the company CP as he felt he needed an officer in command.

"My first action upon arival, which was not immediately successful was to try and get all
of the other platoon leaders in the company to change the frequency on their radios from
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the company's pimary to its altemate frequency. The loss of a company radio had a huge
impact on us. My concern was that because one of our listening post radios with our
pimary frequency on it was missing, we had to presume it had been captured by the
enemy and that our company command frequency was compromised. Not being able to
send runners around the company peimeter to get the word out to switch frequencies
because of the heavy moftar banage falling on us, the "fog of wa/' prevailed. As the
platoons (Ted Glick, 1"t Platoon; Dave Dresia, 2nd Platoon; and Tim Swan, 3' Platoon)
were doing everything ight in their secfors to present an aggressive and successful
defense of the company's peimeter, I tumed my focus to communicating with battalion and
spent the remainder of the night coordinating aeial and aftillery fire suppoft along the
company's perimeter with the S-3, Captain Paul Freeman, in the baftalion TOC."

LTC Lay: "The enemy artillery/moftarfire had been extremely heavy. At one point a round
had hit one of CPT Floody's 4/42 aftillery ammunition pits and caused the 105mm rounds
stored there to begin exploding. Some of the rounds were white phosphorous. As / was
crouched down in the CP bunker entrance talking to the bigade commander on the radio,
I realized that someone was holding a piece of plywood over my head. Looking up I saw
SFC James Breaux, the operations sergeant, holding the piece of wood. When I asked
him what he was doing, he replied, 'Sir, if you get killed, we will all be gone.' lt was at that
moment that t realized some of the burning white phosphorous was falling into the CP
entrance."

1LT Downs: "After the aftillery ammunition began to explode, there was at times some
confusion as to whether or not we were still being hit by enemy mortar or ariillery fire. The
FACs were invaluable in that they were able to see the enemy guns fiing and helped us
by placing very effective fire on them. Wen a couple white phosphorus smoke rounds hit
the landing zone, it alarmed everyone. This was usually what the enemy fired iust before
an all-out ground attack. Wen this ground aftack never mateialized, it was felt that the
close-in air suppoft had probably disrupted the enemy's plans and prevented them from
taunching the anticipated aftack. There were hundreds of decisions made at vaious times
throughout the night, but LTC Lay's decision to use the Al Es extensively was the single
most significant one, in that it prevented the enemy from breeching our perimeter"

2005 - Battalion reported to brigade that one of the enemy white phosphorus rounds
landed in a 105mm gun position directly in front of the TOC and caused the ammunition
to explode.

Marshaf f : ,'LT swan, who had shaken himself into semi-recovery, and was again obseNing
from his foxhole, saw a North Vietnamese wiggle forward into the ground where the
chinooks had dumped the ammunition. specialist sensenbach saw him, also. The enemy
soldierwas not more than 25 meters away; then Sensenbach saw him flatten behind a log.
[Sensenbach] let go at the target with an M-60, but the burst merely iddled the wood.
Villareal saw the Vietnamese, iust the flash of an arm. He fired with his M-14. Result:
negative. Swan had already opened fire with his M-16. Other riflemen ioined him; it was
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a strong distraction. Then Swan saw an atm rise up from the log and throw something in
the direction of the canisters. It spuftered and flamed as it arched, and it looked like either
a grenade or a trip flare. The first shell pile blazed.

"The explosion had fired the fiberboard containers. Next, the brass containers for the
powder charges went off, and within a few seconds the whole thing was blowing, strewing
hot metal frcm end to end of the pedmeter. The 105-mm rounds did not explode, but the
blast from the brass containers picked them up and huded them as so many projectiles
againstthe tented camp. The exploding mass was abouf sx meters by fifteen in area. The
flames madethe camp bight as day. Weindel, who was at least 40 metersfrom the center
of the holocaust, saw one shell arc 50 feet above his head.

"LT Frank D. Willis led the battalion's 4.2-Moftar Platoon. His tubes had put out 30 rounds
against the enemy moftar positions in the first 10 minutes of action. Then the ammo pile
blew. Wltis' tent was 150 meters from the blast. He thought he was fairly safe. But flying
metal shredded his tent. One shard cut a hole the size of a basketball. Another wounded
SP4 Roger Schwaftz.

"The fight itseff, as such, passed from their minds, and they all but forgot the enemy. All
around the peimeter men were digging frantically, deepening the foxholes. There was
more than a small bit of panic in this; the thing had happened to them so suddenly, so
unexpectedly, that even the men nearest the scene who had obseNed how it all stafted
could not think calmly about it or explain it others. Sensenbach stayed doubled in his
foxhole,headbeh^/eenhisknees,incrashposition.'lf lamgoingtolive,'hethought,'then
I don't dare raise my head.' The heat was terible; he was just 25 meters from the
exploding mass."

PFc Ashworth: 'We were pinned down: my moftar squad l3'' Squadl and I were laying
low waiting on orders to staft fiing again. Wehadbeenfiing ourSlswhen Lieutenant
Mike Eastwood yelled 'Cease fire' as an aircraftflew into ourfiring fan. We had been given
a check-fire so that the aircraft could drop lfs f/ares so we could see the enemy.

'All of a sudden a soldierjumped into our position and nearly scared us to death. He was
from one of the ariillery pieces and had been hit in the leg. We called for Doc Campbell
to come over and take care of him. Realizing that he would need to be evacuated, the
nedic helped him low-crawl over to the helipad. Then a few minutes later another soldier
jumped into our hole. He was a huge black man who hadn't been hit. He was also from
the aftillery. We kept watching the explosions going off over and ovet in the same spof
t tater found out that enemy moftar fire had hit a pile of aftilery ammo that had not been
put in a bunker to protect it.

"l had sat up to make room for this guy, and my left shoulder was next to his ight, when
suddenly there was a huge flash and a massive explosion. Sensing a shadow, I
instinctively threw my left arm up to protect my face. ln the nextinstanta large pieceofred
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hot jagged metal hit between us and imbedded itself about eight inches into the bunker
walL The soldier next to me had been hit bad. lt was dark and the best I could tell was
that the piece of shrapnel had taken a big chunk about the size of my fist out of his upper
ight arm. I think he was in shock because he froze, not making a sound. I could see his
face covered with beads of sweat. We yelled for Doc to come back over again, and again
Doc had to help anotherwounded guy low-crawloverto the helipad where allthe wounded
were being collected.

"Afew minutes later lfelt something wet running down my arm. When lwent to wipe it off,
I discovered it was blood. I said to the other guys in my section that I had also been hit.
They were immediately alarmed and asked how bad it was. Replying that it was only a
scratch, I used the dressing in my first aid packet to cover the wound and stop the
bleeding. We made it through the rest of the night with no more injuies in our section."

Marshalf: "CPT Floody was again conscious, dully awarc that something unusual was
going on, though at first he could not figure it out. He sat amid the battery, staring at No.
1 gun. lt was a wreck. The last enemy moftar round had exploded under it and destroyed
the piece. Members of the gun crew had nipped back iust in time to save themselves.

"Less than a minute had passed. Now, as Floody watched, one great hunk of metalfrom
the exploding mass hit into the piled-up 105-mm shells next to the ruined gun. There must
have been 70 rounds of the stuff, and the whole thing blew.

"Of the eight men wo*ing the gun, six were hit trying to get away from the spot. SP4
James McFadand, a cook who had come up to pass ammunition, took a sliver of steel in
his left arm. PFC Joseph Liciandrello was hit in the left hand, and PFC Robeft Carullitook
a shard in his back. A piece of 105 shell went through the left biceps of PFC Harry Cafter,
and PFC John Ovetmire was hit in the tail. Corporal Robeft Skomra got his in the left
thigh. All were dazed by the calanity and shocked by the coincidence - that within a few
seconds the gun and its men were together dealt out by tuvo blows little related to one
another.

"For all of one hour this was the condition of the perimeter: all hands staying low as
possible, making no use of weapons, stiving only to escape the burning metalthat was
scything the grass all about. There were more /osses before the small inferno stuttered to
a halt. ln Swan's 3rd Platoon, Wnscott and villarealwere wounded for a second time.
SGT Florencia M. Abad had his right hand smashed by a large piece of brass. PFC
Comelius Roberson was hit in the ight arm, and SP4 Onegia McKnnie was hit in the Ieft
shoulder.

"They had never imagined that things could be like this in the field. They had heard about
control all through training, but they were told nothing of the possibility that fate may
sometimes intervene to make reaction uncontrollable. With them, as with allothers, it is
a lesson leamed the hard way. Each man had the queer feeling of being lost with people
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all around him. Villarealwas one such. He kept muftedng to himself, 'Vvhat the hell, what
the hell.' He was afraid as when, on running from the outpost, he had expected death in
the nextsecond;but, unlike then, he was nowthoroughly confused by what hadoccuned."

2025 - Battalion reported to brigade that they thought some of the initial incoming fire may
have been 120mm mortars or artil lery.

LT Dresia: "ln Marshall's accounting is a story about an obseNation postthatwas manned
by two soldiers from swan's platoon (Colin MacKeigan and Onegia McKnnie). Evidently
when they finally came in duing the attack, they returned to my platoon area instead of
their own."

Marchall. "Through aI this time, the one outpost where SP4 McKinnie was in charge had
stayed together, forgotten by everyone else, and quite content initiallyto remain 40 meters
distant from the main shooting gallery.... Vvhen the mottaring starled, PFC Colin J.
MacKeigan asked McKinnie, 'Don't you think we better go on in?' 'Don't you know when
you'rewelloff?'McKinniereplied.'l l ikeitouthere.'Thatwasgoodfortheminute. Shoftly
afterward the moftars shifted their line slightly. Frags cut the elephant grass not far from
wheretheylay.'lt looks,'McKnniesaid,'asifthey'rewalkingthoseshellsstnightforme.'
MacKeigan spoke again, 'Do you feelthe same way as you did?' 'No, man,' McKinnie said.
'lt's running time now.'

'He took off at a spdnt and MacKeigan hightailed it behind him. They dove for the first
bunker they saw: it was empty, 20 meters out in front of the perimeter, though they didn't
know that then. McKinnie, Iooking about, saw LT Dresia signaling with his arm from the
closest foxhole. 'Do you need help?' McKinnle called. 'A l can get,' said Dresia. Both
men stafted. Dresia yelled, 'One of you stay there.' MacKeigan turned back. McKinnie
slid toward the foxhole just beyond Dresia. ln it were two dead men'all messed up.'
McKinnie starcd, shocked by what he saw, but still so fascinated that he couldn't take his
eyes away. Then he retched violently, and for five minutes he lay there heaving. once his
mind and stomach cleared, he ran back to reioin MacKeigan.

"An M-60 began firing from about 30 meters to their rear. First the bullets whipped very
close over their heads, then cut into the sandbags just above them. 'Looks to me as if
we're still out in front,' said MacKeigan. 'Man,' said McKinnie, 'l think you're crazy.' The
machine gun sputtered, then quit. McKinnie looked about him. 'Man, you sure as hell are
ight. Let's get mobile.'

"They ran for the nearest foxhole to the other side of Dresia. lt was already filled to
capacity, three men in it. Even so, they junped for it. Washington, already wounded, was
one of the occupants. Another soldier, SP4 Hightower, said , 'Too many men in this hole .
Somebody gotta get out.' 'Man, it won't be us,' McKnnie said. 'We iust got here.' 'Never
mind,' said PFC Willie J. Wlliams, 'l'll staft digging again.' A real accommodating soldier,
Williams went to work, plying two entrenching spades at one time.
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"Afthough they urged him to leave, Washington insisted on staying in the hole. Mc4nnie
had fett him over, found the body stiffening, and thought this might be a sign that the end
was approaching. lt didn't occurto him that, cramped as they allwere, and wounded as
Washington was, he wouldn't likely stay supple. Fifteen minutes passed By then,
Wtliams, atmost ftnished with the widening of the hole, and feeling good about it, was
singing very loudly 'The Battle of New Orleans.' lt pefued them all up, including
Washington.

"Hightower, who had been obseNing to the front, sal4 "/ see [an enemyl machine gun out
there.' He pointed it out to the others; the gun was about 300 meters away. 'Do you think
you can hit it?' he asked McKinnie. "l don't know,' McKinnie said. 'l never fired a machine
gun in my life.' But he staded, and was a splendid success. lt took him 250 rounds, but
he knocked out the gun. That made them all feel better' Washington spoke up. He was
witling to try for the aid station, provided Wlllie J., the wotkhorse' would half-carry him
ther;. Wlliams was willing. 'Man,' McKnnie said to Washington, 'l guess you reached the
point where you were feeling stiff enough.'

"Sothethreewho remained settled back. ttwas aboutthat moment, as Washington made
the aid station, that McKnnie stood in the foxhole to see how thingswere doing elsewhere.
A large hunk of brass hit McKinnie between the shoulder blades, split open his back, and
sprawled him across the others.

"Throughout the hour when the showeing metal laid them low (and by the way, none of
it bothered Alpha Company), the position might have disintegrated completely had the
enemy moftar attack resumed. But the moftars were through. Either all the shells had
been fired, or the air stikes, which promptly followed the 4.2 bombardment laid on LT
tMllis, had completed their elimination. The air came in low with rockets and napalm, and
W is saw the stuff blast and bum the target area, dead center' The planes out of Pleiku
and Tuy Hoa made 108 softies that night. Some of the runs were close, too close, to the
defending line: SFC Breaux, the operations sergeant, got hit in the back with a cluster
bomb [fragment]. For the most paft, however, the air strikes were laid on to seal off the
escape rcutes -- trails and stream beds - between the combat field and the Cambodian
border. 1,OOO meters to the west. Most of the artillery, operating from the more distant
bases, and fiing 5,000 rounds before the cease-fire was given, had the same obiecL...

"As the blast site gradually cooled, Sensenbach responded. He could mise his head and
look around a bit, which made him feel better. So doing he saw a figure ise from behind
the rosewood log and stand long enough in the clear light Sensenbach put his M-l6 to
his shoulder and sighted carefully. His hand was steady as he pulled the tigger' Five
bultets and the figure toppled over. Sensenbach said to himself, 'l got him, I got the guy
that did it,' and fett great satisfaction. But there was really no way of knowing whether it
was the same man."

2O3O - Brigade was informed that 175mm artil lery supporting the 1/12 had shifted its fire
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to Hill42'l at YA 566580. IEditor's Note: This is the only record l've ever seen that indicates
we returned fire across the Cambodian Border, something that was offlcially forbidden at
that time. Also records from the 1/14 indicate that the 2/9 artillery located at LZ Lane,
south of the battalion, had been firing support since 1830 for the battalion.l

2045 - Battalion provided brigade an updated casualty assessment: six killed by indirect
fire (five Chadie company and one Bravo Battery) and 15 wounded.

2046 - Battalion informed brigade that the fire support base was receiving more enemy
mortar fire from two positions; one was 300 meters south ofthe fire support base and the
other was 300 meters to the east; called in air strikes (A1E) on both positions.

2145 - Battalion reported another mortar position 1000 meters north of the fire support
base, increased artil lery fire.

22OO - Battalion informed brigade that B.avo Baltery,4142 Artillery was flring direct fire into
woods west of the fire support base.

2217 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Company had movement to their north-
northeast, but no enemy contact at this time.

2218 - Battalion provided brigade with a corrected casualty report for Bravo Battery; no
killed in action, seven wounded.

2222 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Companywas detecting increased movement
outside its perimeter.

2225 - Battalion informed brigade that the weather was closing in at the fire support base
with clouds and rain, and that they had lifred TAC air.

2230 - Brigade confirmed battalion's casualty recap offive killed and 24 wounded, and was
informed by the FAC on station that he was returning to Pleiku airfield due to engine
trouble. He believed he may have taken a hit from enemy ground fire.

2300 - In a recap of the evening's events, battalion informed brigade that things had
quieted down around the fire support base, that Charlie Company was missing one
listening post, and that thefe was no incoming mortar fire at this time.

2317 - Battalion informed brigade that the fire support base was receiving sporadic enemy
mortar flre.

2324 - Battalion informed brigade that it has executed a fire-for-effect with its mortars and
artillery at targets in the vicinity of Bravo Company.
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2351 - Battalion informed brigade that it was not receiving any enemy fire atthis time, that
Bravo Baftery, 4/42 Artillery had one killed and one wounded, and that Charlie Company
had seven men missing.

2400 - Battalion closed its daily staffioumal for this day.

L
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PART lV: BREAKING CONTACT

13 November 1966 (Sunday)

sP4 Kohler: "Accordin g to SP4 Rlck Bndy, our LP's saw lights and had movementto their
front all night long."

0010 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Company was not in contact, but they had
observed lights 200 mete|S south of their location moving toward them.

00'l3 - Battalion informed brigade that the weatherwas improving at the FSB and that they
needed Spooky to return.

0017 - Brigade informed battalion that Spooky would be back on station in '10 minutes.

OO3O - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Company stil l had movement to their south'
but no enemy contact. Battalion also advised that Spooky and Hobo were on station, the
weather was stil l clearing, and there was no firing at the FSB

OO35 - Battalion informed brigade that it had six killed, th ree missing, and 21 wounded. Of
the wounded a few were serious, but none was life-threatening.

0050 - Battalion informed brigade that the FSB was receiving enemy mortar fire, and that
Spooky had the enemy mortar position spotted.

0100 - Battalion informed brigade that an air strike was currently going in on the enemy
mortar position, and that the battalion commander wanted to knowthe availability ofaircraft
the remainder of the night.

Ol02 - Brigade informed battalion that fl ights would be received every 25 minutes

0110 - Battalion informed brigade that the FSB was receiving enemy mortar again.

0130 -Battalion informed brigade that the second air strike was going in at this time, and
that the FSB hadn't received any enemy mortar fire in the last l5 minutes.

PFC Zawiski: "Later in the night, about one or two in the morning, I went over to the aid
station along with Sullivan and SSG Grandy lt was iam-packed with WlAs. They keptme
until the next morning."

0248 - Battalion informed brigade that the FSB was stil l receiving enemy fire and requested
that fighters be kept on station the remainder of the night.
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0310 - Brigade notifled baftalion that the air strike requested by Bravo Company was going
in at YA 568552 in 10 minutes.

0346 - Battalion informed brigade thatthe FSB was receiving automatic weapons fire from
the north, and that fighters had been diverted from other targets to that location.

0400 - Battalion informed brigade that the automatic fire had ceased.

0415 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Company had movement to the north of its
perimeter, but no contact with the enemy.

0434 - Battalion informed brigade that the movement north of Bravo Company was
continuing, and that two hand grenades were thrown into their perimeter, both of which
were duds.

0500 - Battalion informed brigade that their elements had no movement or firing at this
rme.

0600 - Battalion informed brigade that they had a negative sitrep, that an air strike would
take place before conductjng the morning sweeps, and that the aircraft were on station

0608 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Company had begun a sweep of its area at
this time.

0625 - Battalion informed brigade that the FSB was under a heavy enemy mortar attack
at this time.

0630 - Battalion informed brigade that the enemy mortar flre had stopped.

0644 - Battalion informed brjgade that Bravo Company had made enemy contact on the
east side of its perimeter with an estimated platoon-sized force that was dug in.

LTC Lay: "As dawn approached, the intensity of the battle waned, and the enemy broke
contact and withdrew from the battlefield. Oncewe realized that contact had been broken.
medivacs were called to evacuate our casualties."

1LT Downs: "ln the moming we were able to see exactly where the enemy had tied to
penetrate the perimeter duing the night. ln places where they had gotten close, there
were numerous enemy bodies, indicating that the CBUs and our retum fire had been very
effective. ln other areas there were no bodies, indicating that the CBU' had been a very
strong detenent in keeping the enemy from trying to get close. A helicopter survey around
the peimeter revealed that the aftillery and airstikes had destroyed enough foliage to
expose several of the enemy's trails leading up to the peimeter."
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0650 - Battalion informed brigade that they needed a medivac for six litter patients. They
also had six killed and 21 walking wounded.

OTOO - Battalion informed brigade that both Alpha and Charlie Companies had started their
morning sweeps around the FSB perimeter.

0725 - Battalion informed brigade that the battalion's NVA body count was 32 killed and
one POW.

0726 - Battalion informed brigade that the dusfoff had arrived at the FSB.

PFC Zewi3ki: " lt is difficult to rememberwhatthe FSB looked like in the moming, but lcan
remember the smell of napalm and gunpowder to this day. Therc were a number of
platoons sending out sweeps. That was about when the medivacs arrived and began
taking out alt the WlAs and KAs. After being treated at the oasis, I was sent back to the
basJcamp to recoup for a couple of days. Vlhile back there, I was able to get an R&R to
Taipei. I heard that that was when SLA Marshall came out to the field and interviewed
Chalie Company and others about the battle, which is why I never got to tell my story.
From what I've read, the battalion atso pulled out the same day I was evacuated "

0735 - Battalion informed brigade that the FSB was receiving enemy mortar fire again -
15 rounds in two minutes. Battalion also reported that they believed that the enemy mortaf
position was hit by friendly artillery fire, that another air strike was going in, and that both
the Alpha and Charlie Company sweeps had returned to the perimeter.

LTC Lay: "At daytight, Major General Collins, the division commander, flew into the FSB.
As he and I walked around the area, we began receiving sporadic enemy fire. I told him
this was no place for a division commander to be, and he depafted shotlly after that"

0747 - Battalion informed brigade that the enemy mortar fire had ceased.

0748 - Brigade informed battalion that an aerial scout aircraft was being committed to the
battalion's suDport.

0750 - Battalion informed brigade that six casualties were evacuated on the first lift

0753 - Battalion informed brigade that there were no casualties as a result of the last
mortar attack on the FSB, and that the area sweeps outside the perimeter were be'ng
resumed.

OSOO - Brigade received a message from the division commander that the 1/12 was to
move their FSB today.
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0805 - Brigade informed battalion that they were to divert Bravo Company to the site ofthe
next FSB, and to recon and prepare an LZ at that location.

LTC Lay: "Soon affe rthe division commandelsdepafture, lreceived an orderfrom bigade
to move the battalion to a new FsB to be located on Hill 346 at YA 598542. My concem
about this move was that the NVA might realize our weakness while depading and attack
as we were lifting our units out. Wen I gave the order to evacuate the FSB, I told
commanders and staff to evacuate as quickly as posslb/e. The operation went off without
any major problems, and we closed into the new FSB before dafu."

Lf Case. "lnitially we were directed to go to the Red Warior LZ, but were divefted to
secure a new LZ and FSB for the baftalion in the vicinity of Hi 346. I reca the bief fire
fight that morning."

O83O- Brigade informed battalion thatthe brigade commander was flying to the battalion's
location, and that he would recon the new FSB en route

O84O - Battalion informed brigade that they had six dead and I 1 wounded to be evacuated,
and that a dusfoff was en route.

PFC Ashworth: "The next moming wasn't a pretty sight. lt had rained during the night and
I saw soldiers walking through the mud carrying stretchers with body bags on them out to
the helicopter pad. Bravo Company had sent a sweep out when suddenly I heard them
yell out, 'Sir, we have a enemy WIA!' The whole base stafled ye ing back, 'K him! KiI
him!' I don't know if they brought him back in or what.

"l knew my wound from the night before was minor, and I had dressed it with my first aid
bandage. Evidently our medic, Campbe , had told my company commander, First
Lieutenant Brendan Quann about the wound. He came over and asked how bad it was.
I said that it was only a scratch, but he said, 'Let's see,' and called Doc Campbell over. tt
tumed out that I had a gash along my Ieft wrist aboutfour inches long and a half inch deep.
tdidn'twantto be a cry-baby, but I didn't argue with the medic eitherwhen he said lwould
have to goto the rear and have the wound treated and get stitches. lthought, 'Thank you,
Lord.'

"After swapping my equipment with the rest of the guys, and getting a list from them of
what to bing back out to the field when I returned, I headed over to the chopper pad-
V/hen lgot there, they were loading tuvo body bags. Shottly, I was given the signalto climb
aboard. As we tifted off, I could see a stack of NVA bodies lying in the cleaing where we
enteredthe perimeterthe day before. I will never forget that sight - their black hair blowing
in the wind from the chopper. Ten days and 10 stitches later, I was back out in the
boonies."

0847 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Company was in contact with five NVA east
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of their location. Brigadethen informed battalion that the brigade commander had directed
'll14 to move one company to the 1/12's new FSB location.

Li Case: "We did not pursue the enemy because we were to secure the new FSB. I did
not want to be divefted or delayed. I do not recall Bravo 1/14 secuing the area before we
anived. We walked all the way to the new LZ area, about two kilometers fufther east."

sP4 Kohler: "On our way to the new FsB, our point squad saw some NVA, but I don't
believe B Company was fired on. The NVA fled and, wisely, we did not follow. The
company commander, concemed that we might be led into an ambush, instead called for
105's to shell the area to our front."

0900 - Brigade was informed by 1/14 that their Bravo Company was moving its first platoon
to the high ground vicinity of YA 604543, while its second platoon was moving to secure
the LZ.

09lO - Battalion informed brigade that all the wounded at the FSB had been evacuated.

0912 - Battalion informed brigade that the three individuals who were missing had been
accounted for. and that the Sl had been informed.

0927 - Brigade informed battalion that a flight of B-57's and AI E's were in-bound for the
baftalion's area with 500-pound bombs and 20mm guns.

1015 - Battalion informed brigade that H-23 was northwest of the battalion's FSB when he
was fired on, but not hit. The aerial scout platoon (G-31) then hit a hut with grenades.

'1035 - Battalion informed brigade that as soon as '1114 notified them, the engineers would
be lifted in, and that the battalion should be ready to lift by 1200, as the LZ was ready to
take one choDper.

1115 - Battalion informed brigade that its sequence of movement to the new LZ would be
the engineer platoon; Bravo Battery, 4142 Anllleryi 4.2 mortar platoon; command group;
Alpha Commandi and finally, Charlie Company.

12oo - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo company 1/14 had secured the new LZ

l2l9 - Brigade informed battalion thatthey could use the 2/8 alternate command frequency
for their CH-47 control net.

l4O0 - Battalion informed brigade that it had a negative sitrep.

1415 - Battalion informed brigade that the firsl aircraft for the pending lift had arrived at the
battalion's FSB.
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Operation Paul Revere lV
Red Warrior Landing Zone

13 November 1966

Map Sheet 6437 ll l, Phum Hay, '1970, 1:50,000
GraPhics bY Jim Daniels

On the 13rh, the battalion moved the fire support base from the battle site to Hill 346 at YA
598542. Bravo Company relocated first and relieved Bravo Company, 1/14, who had
secured the area for the Red Warriors earlier in the day.

:)
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1450 - Battalion informed brigade that it was using two aircraft for lifts, and that in 1 5-to-20
minutes it would have five more aircraft.

1511 - Battalion informed brigade that its Bravo Company had closed on its night location
at YA 598543 (Hill 346).

l5'17 - Battalion informed brigade that three more aircraft had arrived at the FSB.

154'f - Battalion informed brigade that it had released Bravo Company th4 ftom its LZ
security detail.

1622 - Battalion informed brigade that the following elements had closed on the new Lz:
the engineers, command group, 4.2 mortars, and part of the artil lery.

1822 - Battalion informed brigade that all elements had closed on the new LZ.

1840 - Battalion informed brigade that its enemy body count for the day was 76 killed

2020 - Battalion informed brigade that Bravo Company 1/14 was stil l at the battalion's FSB
and would remain there for the night.

2100 - 2300 - Battalion reported to brigade that it had a negative situation report.

2400 - Battalion reported to brigade that it had a negative situation report and closed its
log for the day.

POSTSCRIPT

In an article published by the slars & Sfnpes afrer the battle, it was reported that a Chinese
radio broadcast had stated that the NVA had over-run an American position near the
Cambodian border and, mistakenly, that its commander, LTC James R. Lay, had been
killed.

AFTERWORD

The battle at Red Warrior LZ was the first maior battle for the '1'r Battalion, 12th Infantry in
Vietnam. lt was also the first major contact with the 88'h NVA Regiment, who would prove
to be a formidable opponent. Regrettably, it would not be the last time we were to meet
this unit on the battlefield.

The Red Warriors had five men killed in action and 40 wounded over the course of this
battle, while the aviation support unit lost three helicopters and at least eight personnel
Because of the heroism of the three helicopter crews, many Red Warriors' lives were
saved that day. These helicopter crews "took the bullet" for the Red Wardors. The
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oersonnel of the third helicopter all lived: WO Pruett Helm has been in a wheelchair since
he was released from the hospital. Crew chief John Fish also still survives, but the pilot,
CPT Beyer, and the door gunner, John Pacer, survived their injuries, but have since
passed away.

Enemy losses were 32 at Pali Wali on November 11, and 76 around Red Warrior LZ on
the morning of November 13, with unconfirmed reports of about 200 more killed by air
strikes and artillery in the surrounding area.

There was no victory fanfare forthe battalion. ltwas business as usual: take careofihe
dead and wounded, write the after-action reports, recommend individuals for awards and
citations. and find reDlacements for both men and equipment.

Awards Ceremony

LTC James R. Lay and membeF of the 1'( Battalion, 12rh Infantry receive awards for their gallantry and
valor eamed at the battle fof Red Warrior Lz. LTC Lay is awarded the Silver Star during a ceremony at

the division base camp overthe Ch stmas stand-down, December'1966.

1LT Eugene Echofsi "Some of manythings the Baftalion s-1 section was responsible for
included: accounting for the battalion's men killed in action (KlAs) or wounded in action
(WlAs); composing, proofing, and submifting rccommendations for the battalion's individual
and unit awards and their suppofting citations (in some cases from ofticers' and NCOs'
vetbat repofts): and processing requests for replacements within the battalion.

"The baftle of 1 1 -1 3 November 1 966 was a very challenging mission for the S-1 Section
because it was the first battle which produced mass casua/fles for the baftalion, both
wounded and killed. A the KlAs had to be positively identified upon anival at Graves
Registration at the base camp. This was one of the most honible expeiences/duties lever

-*

\
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had to peiom. The KIA'S personal belongings had to be screened, inventoied and
packed for shipment to the next of kin. Lefters of Sympathy had to be witten to the next
of kin for the battalion commander stating how the soldier was killed in action.

"The helicopter saved thousands of lives in Vietnam, but in the same light made it difficult
to trackwounded soldiers who were evacuated to hospitals alloverVietnam, and ultimately
for some to Japan and the lJnited States. SFC Caberos was the Baftalion PersonnelNCO
and did a terific job of keeping tmck of our displaced Red warriors. SSG Gartield was the
Awards and Decorations NCO and was an excellent witer and composerwho processed
allthe battalion's individual and unit awards to division headquafters for approval."

Awards

In a follow-uo awards cercmony at the Oasis in January 1967, LTC Lay pfesents awards to members of C
Company who were unable to attend the battalion ceremony in Decembef 1966 at the division base camp

Up to this point, the battalion had been waiting forand wondering when something Iike this
battle would happen. AfteMard, we knew we were seasoned. We had been tested and had
been found worthy of the name "Red Warriors."

Follow-up
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1STBATTALION, 12TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
CHAIN OF COMMAND

11-13 November 1966

Battalion Commander
Battalion Executive Officer
Battalion S-1
Battalion S-2
Battalion S-3
Battalion Assistant S-3
Battalion S-3 Air
Battalion S-4
Battalion Surgeon
Battalion Chaplain
Battalion Sergeant Major
HHC Commander
Recon Platoon Leader
4.2 l\4ortar Platoon Leader
B Battery 4/42 Artillery
Air Force Liaison Officer

Alpha Company Commander
Executive Officer
First Platoon Leader
Second Platoon Leader
Third Platoon Leader
Weapons Platoon Leader

Bravo Company commander
Executive Officer
First Platoon Leader
Second Platoon Leader
Third Platoon Leader
Weapons Plaloon Leader

Charlie Company Commander
Executive Officer
First Platoon Leader
Second Platoon Leader
Third Platoon Leader
Weapons Platoon Leader

Lieutenant Colonel James Lay
Major Barney Neal
First Lieutenant Eugene Echols
First Lieutenant Michael Downs
Captain Paul Freeman
First Lieutenant Douglas Bennett
First Lieutenant Ed Scherer
First Lieutenant Louis Sylvester
Captain Edwin Clark
Captain Max Wilk
Sergeant Major Lefoy Patrick
Captain Edward Northrop
First Lieutenant Leonard Doscinski
First Lieutenant Frank \Mllis
Captain Harold Floody
Captain Fisher

First Lieutenant Brendan Quann
First Lieutenant Paul Byerly
First Lieutenant Ronald Weindel
First Lieutenant Arthur Gipson
First Lieutenant Mark Enari
First Lieutenant Michael Eastwood

First Lieutenant l\,4elvin E. Case
First Lieutenant James Laux
Second Lieutenant Thomas Jones
First Lieutenant Robert Pearson
Second Lieutenant Edwin Ackerman
First Lieutenant Edwin Williams

First Lieutenant Jim Bigelow
First Lieutenant Juan ZaPata
Second Lieutenant Ted Glick
First Lieutenant David Dresia
First Lieutenant Tim Swan
First Lieutenant Franklin \Mse
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Military Occupational

ENLISTED

002 - Command Sergeant Major
058 - Radio Operator
05C - Radio Teletype Operator
118 - Infantryman
11C - lndirect Fire Infantryman (Mortars)
11D - Armored Reconnaissance Specialist (Scout)
11E - Armored Crewman (Tanker)
11F - Infantry Operations & Intell igence Specialist
' l ' lG - Infantry Senior Sergeant
11H - Infantry Direct Fire Crewman (Recoil less

Rifle)
' l24 - Pioneer (Combat Enginee0
13A - Field Arti l lery Crewman
16H - Air Defense Arti l lery Operations/lntell igence

Assistant
318 - Field Communications Electfonics Equipment

Mechanic
31G - Tactical Communications Chief
35K- General Cryptographic Repairman
36A - Wreman
36K- Tactical Wire Operations Specialist
628 - Construction Equipment Repairer
638 - Lighrwheel Vehicle Mechanic
63C - GeneralVehicle Repairman
63H - Track Vehicle Repairef
64A - Light Vehicle Drivef
67N - Helicopter Repairer
71A - Clerk
7'18 - Clerk Typist
71H - Personnel Specialist
764 - Supply Man
763 - Vehicle lvlaterial Supply Specialisl
76Y - Unit Supply Specialist
91A - l l ledical Corpsman
918 - l l ledical NCO
91C - Praciical Nurse
928 - Medical Laboratory Specialist
948 - Food Service Specialist

Speciality (MOS) Codes

OFFICER

1193 - Field Arti l lery Unit Commander
1542 - lnfantry Unit Leader
1331 - Combat Engineer Unit Commander
1981 - Rotary Wng Aviator
2162 - Operations & Training Staff Offlcer (S3)
2163 - Air Operations Officer (S3)
2260 - Personnel Staff Officer (S1)
3100 - General [redical Officer
3506 - Field Medical Assistant
4010 - Supply Stafi Officer (34)
4803 - Maintenance Officer
5310 - Chaplain
8105 - CivilAffairs Offlcer (S5)
930'1 - Tactical Intelligence Staff Offlcer (52)
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GO 17

General Orders

No. 17

HEADQUARTERS
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

WASHINGTON, D.C., 23 April '1968

VALOROUS UNIT CITATION - Awards
MERIToRIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION - Awards

l-VALOROUS UNIT AWARD. By direction of the Secretary of theArmy,
under the provisions of paragraph 202.1, AR 672-5-1, the Valorous Unit
Award is awarded the following named units of the United States Army for
extraordinary heroism while engaged in military operations during the periods
indicated:

The citation reads as follows:

5. The Valorous Unit Award is awarded by direction of the Secretary
of the Army to:

THE 1ST BATTALION, 12TN INFANTRY, 4TH INFANTRY
DIVISION and attached units:

Battery B, 41h Battalion, 42d Artillery, 2d Platoon, Com-
pany B, 4th Engineer Baftalion

for extraordinary heroism:

The 1sr BATTALION, 12rH INFANTRY, and its assigned and attached
units distinguished themselves by extraordinary heroism while engaged in
military opeiations from 1 1 to 13 November 1966 in the central highlands of
PIeiku Province, Republic of Vietnam When a Vietnamese Mike Force unit
made heavy contact with a large North Vietnamese Army force near the
Cambodian border and suffered heavy casualties' the battalion was
immediately assigned to relieve the pressure on the besieged friendly forces
and establish a fire support base in preparation for an assault landing in the
area. DesDite intense air strikes and artil lery fire on the hostile positions prior
to the assault, relentless enemy ground fire raked the helicopters, as they
carried the troops into the landing zone, and downed two of the assault
aircraft. Fighting gallantly against welfdug-in enemy elements, the valiant
men of the 1sr BATTALION, 12rH INFANTRY tenaciously forced the hostile
troops back and successfully completed a linkup with the Mike Force After
securing the fire support base the following day and moving out to conduct
search lnd destroy operations in the area, the unit was savagely attacked
by an enemy force employing automatic weapons and small arms At the
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same time, another hostile unit launched a coordinated aftack on the fire
supportbase. Byaggressive determination and dauntless courage onwidely
se;arated fronts. the men of the battalion resolutely defended against
numerically superior forces and decisively repelled them after inflicting
severe losses upon them in men and equipment during the intense fighting
Their inexhaustible discipline enabled them to break up and rout the
determined enemy. The men of the 1sr BATTALION, 12rH INFANTRY
displayed extraordinary heroism and devotion to dutywhich were in keeping
with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect distinct credit
uDon themselves and the Armed Forces of the United States.
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APPENDIX E

RED WARRIOR
CASUALTY RECORDS



RED WARRIOR CASUALTIES
1 '1 - '13 November '1966

Headouarters and Headquarters Comoany (3)

SFC James Breaux - WIA
SP4 Allan Courtney - WA
SP4 Roger Swadz - WA

Alpha Companv (1)

SSG John Brown - WIA

charlie Companv (28)

SSG Florencla Abad - WA
PFC Charles Anderson - KIA
PVT Felton Armstrong - WIA
PFC Kenneth Blackwell - KIA
PFC Ronald Bocook - KIA
SP4 Billy Capps - WIA
SP4 Richard Carey - WIA
SP4 Nicholas Fulmef -  KIA
SP4 David Gather - WIA
SSG William Grandy - WA
SP4 Raymond Hart - WIA
SP4 Robert Hollon - WIA
PFC Kenneth Jones - WA
SP4 Hubert Linscott - WIA
PFC Edward Mailack - WIA
SP4 Onegia McKinnie - WIA
SP4 Rooseveli President - WIA
SP4 l\,4ichael Reilly - WIA
PFC Cornelius Roberson - WIA
SP4 Roger Schlott - WIA
SP4 James Stiffler - WIA
SP4 Dennis Sullivan - WIA
1LT Timoihy Swan - WIA
PFC Santos Villareal - WIA
CPL Cecil Walker - KIA
PFC Theodore Washington - WIA
PFC Winscott - WA
PFC Al Zawiski - WIA



Bravo Batterv. 4/42 Artil lerv (10)

PFC Harry carter - WIA
PFC Robert Carulli - WIA
CPT Harold Floody - WIA
SP4 James Fore - WA
PFC Joseph Liciandrello - WIA
SP4 James lvlcFarland - WIA
PFC John Overmire - WIA
SP4 Roger Schwartz - WIA
CPL Robert Skomra - WIA
SP4 Carl Treahan - WIA

117'n Assault Helicopter Companv (4/

SGT N,4aynard Humes - KIA
cPT John Livingston - KIA
SP4 Loren Reeves - KIA
WO Terrence Rooney - KIA

1 1grH Assault Helicopter Comoanv (4)

SP4 Gennardo - WIA
SP4 Edmond Schoenig - KIA
CPT Walter Speare - KIA
1LT Dee Stone Jr. - KIA

D Troop. 1/ 10 Cavalry (4)

CPT L.F. Beyer - WIA
WO Pruett Helm - WIA
PFC John Fish -  WA
PFC John Pacer -  WA
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4TH INFANTRY DIVISION
1ST BATTALION, 12TH INFANTRY REGIMENT

CASUALTY RECORD

- Personal -

Last Name: Anderson Jr.
First Name: Chades
Middle Name: T
Home of Record (official): Seattle
State (ofiicial): Washington
Date of Bi h: Sunday, 15 September 1946
Sex: Male
Race: Negro
Marital Status: Single

- lMilitary -

Branch: Afmy
Rank: Private First Class
Serial Number: 56411O74
Component: Selective Service
Pay Grade: E-3
Mititary Occupational Specialty Code: 1 1B10 (lnfantryman)
Awards: Bronze Star, Purple Heart
Unit: Charlie Company, 2nd Platoon

- Action -

Siart of Tour: Thursday, 21 JulY 1966
Date of Casualty: Saturday, 12 November '1966
Age At Time of Loss: 20
Casualty Type: (A1) Hostile, Died
Reason: Artillery, Rocket, Mortar (Ground Casualty)
Country: South Vietnam
Province: Kontum
Operation: Paul Revere lV
Location: Red Warrior LZ; YA 590568
The Wall: Panel 12E - Row 058
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4TH INFANTRY DIVTSION
I5T BATTALION, 12TH INFANTRY REGIMENT

CASUALTY RECORD

- Personal -

Last Name: Blackwell
First Name: Kenneth
Middle Name: Horace
Home of Record (official): Cantonment
State (official): Florida
Date of Birth: Saturday, 30 November 1946
Sex: Male
Race: Caucasian
Marital Status: Single

- Military -

Branch: Army
Rank: Private First Class
Serial Number: 53427631
Component: Selective Service
Pay Grade: E-3
Military Occupational Specialty Code:
Awards: Bronze Star
Unit: Charlie Company, 2nd Platoon

- Action -

1 1 810 (lnfantryman)

Start of Tou.: Tuesday, 20 September 1966
Date of Casualty: Saturday, 12 November 1966
Age At Time of Loss; 19
Casualty type: (A1) Hostile, died
Reason: Multiple Fragmentation Wounds (Ground Casualty)
Country: South Vietnam
Province: Kontum
Operation: Paul Revere lV
Location: Red Warrior LZ; YA 590568
The Wai| Panel 12E - Row 059



4TH INFANTRY DIVISION
19T BATTALION, 12T{ INFANTRY REGIMENT

CASUALTY RECORD

- Personal -

Last Name: Bocook
First Name: Ronald
Middle Name: Edward
Home of Record (official): Columbus
State (official): Ohio
Date of Birth: Tuesday, 9 January 1940
Sex: Male
Race: Caucasian
Marital Status: Married

- Military -

Branch: Army
Rank: Private First Class
Serial Number: 52637953
Component: Selective Service
Pay Grade: E-3
Military Occupational Specialty Code: 11810 (lnfantryman)
Awards: Bronze Star
Unit: Charlie Company, 2nd Platoon

- Action -

Start of Tour: Thursday, 21 July 1966
Date of Casualty: Saturday, 12 November 1966
Age At Time of Loss: 26
Casualty Type: (A1) Hostile, Died
Reason: Multiple Fragmentation Wounds (Ground Casualty)
Country: South Vietnam
Province: Kontum
Operation: Paul Revere lV
Location: Red Warrior LZ; YA 590568
The Wall: Panel 12E - Row 059
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4TH INFANTRY DIVISION
1ST BATTALION, 12r1l INFANTRY REGIMENT

CASUALTY RECORD

- Personal-

Last Name: Fulmer
First Name; Nicholas
N/iddle Name: Joseph
Home of Record (official): Norristown
State (official): Pennsylvania
Date of Birth: Tuesday,4 Aptil 1944
Sex: Male
Race: Caucasian
Marital Siatus: Single

- Military -

Branch: Army
Rank: Specjalist Fourth Class
Serial Number: 52653061
Component; Selective Service
Pay Grade: E-4
Military Occupational Specialty Code: 11820 (lnfantryman)
Awards: Bronze Staf
Unit: Charlie Company,2"" Platoon

- Action -

Start of Tour: Thursday, 21 July 1966
Date of Casualty: Saturday, 12 November 1966
Age At Time of Loss: 22
Casualty Type: (Al) Hostile, Died
Reason: Multiple Fragmentalion Wounds (Ground Casualty)
Country: Souih Vietnam
Provincei Kontum
Operation: Paul Revere lV
Location: Red Warrior LZ; YA 590568
The Wall: Panel 12E - Row 061
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1ST AVIATION BRIGADE
I171H ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

CASUALTY RECORD

- Personal -

Last Name: Humes
Firsi Name: Maynard
Middle Name: Jewel
Home of Record (official): Urbana
Staie (official): l l l inols
Date of Birth: 14 Aqril 1940
Sex: Male
Race: Caucasian
Marital Status: Single

- Military -

Branch: Army
Rank: Sergeant
Serial Number: 1672717o
Component: Regular ArmY
Pay Grade: E5
Military Occupational Specialty Codei 67N40 (Helicopter Repairer')
Awards: Unknown
Unit: 1 17b Assault Helimpter Company

- Action -

Siart of Tour 12 October 1966
Date of Casualty: Saturday, 1 1 November 1966
Age At Time of Loss: 26
Casualty Type: (A1) Hostile, Died While Missing
Reason: Aircraft Lost or Crashed
Country: South Vietnam
Province: Kontum
Operation: Paul Revere lV
Location; Red Warrior LZ; YA 590568
The Wall; Panel 12E - Row 055
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1ST AVIATION BRIGADE
117TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

CASUALW RECORD

- Personal -

Last Name; Livingston
First Name: John
Middle Name: Joseph
Home of Record (official): Cedar Hi
State (offi cial): Missouri
Date of Birth: 25 November 1939
Sex: Male
Race: Caucasian
Marital Siatus: Married

- Military -

Branch: Army
Rank Captain
Serial Number: OF100878
Component: Regular Army
Pay Grade: 03
Military Occupational Specialty Code: 1981 Rotary Wing Aviator (Unit Commander)
Awards: Unknown
Unit: 117e Assault Helicopter Company

- Action -

Start of Tour: 16 March 1966
Date of Casualty: Saturday, 11 November 1966
Age Ai Time of Loss: 26
Casualty Type: (A1) Hosiile, Died Vr'hile Missing
Reason: Aircraft Lost or Crashed
Country: South Vietnam
Province: Kontum
Operation; Paul Revere lV
Location: Red Warrior LZ; YA 590568
The Wall; Panel 12E - Row 055
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1ST AVIATION BRIGADE
I17TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

CASUALTY RECORD

- Personal -

Last Name; Reeves
First Name: Loren
Nliddle Name: Steve
Home of Record (official): Des Moines
State (official): lowa
Date of Birih: 28 July 1945
Sex: Male
Race: Caucasian
Marital Status: Single

- lVlilitary -

Branch: Army
Rank: Specialist Fourih Class
Serial Number: 55838313
Component: Selective Service
Pay Grade: E4
Military Occupational Specialty Code: 1 1820 Infantryman
Awards: Unknown
Unit: 1 17th Assault Helicopter Company

- Action -

Start of Tour: 04 June 1966
Date of Casualty: Saturday, 1 1 November 1966
Age At Time of Loss: 2'1
Casualty Type: (A1) Hostile, Died While M,ssing
Reason: Aircraft Lost or Crashed
Country: South Vietnam
Province: Kontum
Operation: Paul Revere lV
Location: Red Warrior LZ; YA 590568
The Wall: Panel 12E - Row 055
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1S' AVIATION BRIGADE
117TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

CASUALry RECORD

- Personal -

Last Name: Rooney
First Name: Terrence
Middle Name: Mann
Home of Record (official): Denver
State (otficial): Colorado
Date of Birth: 08 October '1944
Sex: Male
Race: Caucasian
Marital Status: Single

- Military -

Branch: Army
Rank: Wartant Officer
Serial Number: 3152852
Component Army Reserve
Pay Grade: Wl
Military Occupational Speclalty Code: 0628
Awards: Unknown
Unit: 1 17b Assault Helicopter Company

- Action -

Start of Tour: 31 August 1966
Date of Casualty: Saiurday, 11 Novembel 1966
Age At Time of Loss: 22
Casualty Type: (A1) Hostile, Died While Missing
Reason: Aircratt Lost or Crashed
Country: South Vietnam
Province: Kontum
Operation: Paul Revere lV
Location: Red Warrior LZ; YA 590568
The Wall: Panel 12E - Row 055
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- Personal -

Last Name: Schoenig
First Name: Edmond
Middle Name: David
Home of Record (official): Philadelphia
State (official): Pennsylvania
Date of Birth: 24 November '1945
Sex Male
Race: Caucasian
Marital Status: Single

- Military -

Branch: Army
Rank: Specialist Fourth Class
Serial Number: 52652444
Component: Selective Service
Pay Grade: E-4
Military Occupational Specialty Code: 67N20
Awards: Distinguished Flying Cross
Unit: 1 196 Assault Helicopter Company

- Action -

Start of Tour: 4 June 1966
Date of Casualty: Saturday, 11 November 1966
Age At Time of Loss: 20
Casualty Type: (A1) Hostile, Died While Missing
Reason: Aircrafi Lost or Crashed
Country: South Vietnam
Province: Kontum
Operation: Paul Revere lV
Location: Red Warrior LZ; YA 590568
The Wall: Panel 12E - Row 056

1ST AVIATION BRIGADE
1191H ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

CASUALry RECORD

(Helicopter Repairer)
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1ST AMATION BRIGADE
1IgNT ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

CASUALW RECORD

- Personal -

Last Name: Speare
First Name: Walter ll l
Middle Name: Richard
Home of Record (official): Bedford
State (official): Oregon
Date of Birth: 15 November 1941
Sex: Male
Race: Caucasian
Marital Status: Married

- Military -

Branch: Army
Rank: Captain
Serial Number: O5709494
Component: Army Reserve
Pay Grade: 03
Military Occupational Specialty Code: 1981 Rotary Wing Aviator (Unit Commander)
Awards: Distinguished Flying Cross
Unit: 119s Assault Helicopter Company

- Action -

Start of Tour: 16 March 1966
Date of Casualty: Saturday, 1 1 November 1966
A^a At Tima 

^f  
I  dec ,5

Casualty Type: (Al ) Hostile, Died While Missing
Reason: Aircraft Lost or Crashed
Country: South Vietnam
Province: Kontum
Operation: Paul Revere IV
Location: Red Warrior LZ; YA 590568
The Wall: Panel 12E - Row 054
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lST AVhTION BRIGADE
11giT ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

CASUALTY RECORD

- Personal -

Last Name: Stone
First Name: Dee
Middle Name: Wayne
Home of Record (official): Forest Hill
State (official): New York
Date of Birth: 17 February 1943
Sex: Male
Race: Caucasian
Marital Status: Single

- Military -

Branch: Army
Rank: Second Lieutenant
Serial Number: OF101735
Component: Regular ArmY
Pay Grade: 02
Military Occupational Specialty Code: 1981
Awards: Distinguished Flying Cross
Unit: 119s Assault Helicopler Company

Rotary Wing Aviator

- Action -

Start of Tour: 16 June 1966
Date of Casualty: Saturday, 11 November 1966
Age At Time of Loss: 23
Casualty Type: (Al ) Hostile, Died While Missing
Reason: Aircraft Lost or Crashed
Country: Souih Vietnam
Province: Kontum
Operation: Paul Revere lV
Location: Red Warrior LZ',YA 577570
The Wall: Panel 12E - Row 057
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4TH INFANTRY DIVISION
1ST BATTALTON, ,t zTH INFANTRY REGIMENT

CASUALTY RECORD

- Personal -

Last Name: Walker
First Name: Cecil
Middle Name: None
Home of Record (official): Manchester
State (official): Kentucky
Date of Birth: Thursday, 17 September 1942
Sex: Male
Race: Negro
Marital Status: Married

- Military -

Branch: AImy
Rank: Corporal
Serial Numbef: 15645273
Component: Regulaf
Pay Grade: E-4
Military occupational Specialty Code: 71 820 (Clerk-Typist)
Awards: Bronze Star
Unit: Charlie Company,2"" Platoon

- Aciion -

Start of Tour: Thursday,21 July 1966
Date of Casualty: Saturday, 12 November 1966
Age At Time of Loss: 24
Casualty Type; (A1) Hostile, Died
Reason: Multiple Fragmentation Wounds (Ground Casualiy)
Country: South Vietnam
Province: Kontum
Operation: Paul Revere lV
Location: Red Warrior LZ; YA 590568
The Wall: Panel 12E - Row 065
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APPENDIX F

AWARDS



RED WARRIOR LZ KNOWN AWARDS

A review of published orders, personal interviews, newspaper articles, books, and iniernet
web sites has identifled 63 awards that are a direct result ofthis battle. An additional 20
men not listed below were also wounded. lt is assumed they were also awarded a Purple
Heart. The following is a break-down ofthose known awafds by unit.

Headquarters & Headouarters Companv (10)

Silver Star
LTC James Lay

Bronze Star
PFC Allan Courtney
SP6 Dar\lr' in Darr
PFC Louis Delarosa
CPT Paul Freeman
PFC Robert Page
SGN,4 LeRoy Patrick
SP4 Will Stewart
SP5 Francis Wesely

Purple Heart
SP4 Roger Schwartz

AlBhaler0Baly (5)

Silver Star
l  LT Bfendan Quann
SSG William Akerley
SSG Roy Morris

Bronze Star
SSG \Mlliam Cherrington

Army Commendation Medal
SP4 Yenson Harron

Bravo ComBany (1)

Bronze Star
SSG James Hafford

Charl ie Company (37)

Silver Star
SSG William Grandy
1SG Francisco Pereda



SP4 William Sensenbach
1 LT Tim Swan

Bronze Star
SGT Florencia Abad
PFC Charles Anderson (Posthumously)
PFC Kenneth Blackwell (Posthumously)
PFc Ronald Bocook (PosthumouslY)
SSG Alphonse Denson
SP4 Nicholas Fulmer (Posthumously)
SP4 Robert Page
1SG Francisco Pereda
SP4 Roosevelt President
SP4 Roberto Alejandro-Santos
SGT James Shearer
SP4 Dennis Sullivan
CPL Cecil Walker (PosthumouslY)
SP4 William Wessells
1LT Franklin Wise

Army Commendation Medal
PFc charles caldwell
SFC Simplicio CatiggaY
PFC David Curtis
1LT David Dresia
SP4 Ron l\.4alei
SP4 Robert N/li les
1SG Francisco Pereda
PFC James Stiffler
PFC Santos Villareal

Puryle Heart
SSG Florencia Abad
SP4 Billy Capps
SP4 Raymond Hart
SP4 Roger Schlott
SP4 Jim Stiffler
SP4 Dennis Sullivan
l LT Timothy Swan
'1 LT Franklin Wise
PFC Al Zawiski

Distinguished Service Cross
CPT Harold Floody

F2



1 '1 7'n Assault Helicooter Comoany (4)

Distinguished FIying Cross
SGT Maynard Humes (PosthumouslY)
CPT John Livingston (Posthumously)
SP4 Loren Reeves (Posthumously)
CPT Terrence Rooney (Posthumously)

1 1 91h Assault Helicopter Comoanv (3)

Distinguished Flying Cross
SP4 Edmond Schoenig (Posthumously)
CPT Walter Speare (PosthumouslY)
2LT Dee Stone (Posthumously)

D Troop 1/10 Cavalry (4)

Air Medal
PFC John Fish
WO Pfuett Helm

Purple Heart
PFC John Fish
Wo Pruett Helm
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARIVIY VIETNAM

APO San Francisco 96262

GENERAL ORDERS
NUMBER 1377

27 MARCH 1967

1. TC 320. The following AWARD is announced:

FLOODY, HAROLD V., CAPTAIN, Artitlery, United States Armv
Battery B, 4th BN, 42"d Artillery, 4s Inf Div, APO 96262

Awardedl Distinguished Service Cross
Date action: 11-13 November 1966
Theater: Republic of Vietnam
Reason:

fne oistintuLneO Service Cross is presented to Harold V Floody, Jr', Captain (Artillery), U S'

Amy, for;xtaofdinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict with an

arm6d hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with Battery B, 4th Battalion, 42d

Artillery, 2d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division Capiain Floody distinguished himself by exceptionally
valorous action! from 11 to 13 November 1966 while commanding a battery of the 42d A illery
supporting an engaged infantry battalion. After being helilifted into a landing zone with an
advance reconnaissance team on 11 November, Captain Floody saw another helicopter shot
down by nearlcy enemy emplacements. Unmindful of the danger, he dauntlessly exposed himself
io direit the la;ding of two howitzers, and immediately engaged the hostile positions, knocking
them out of action. Despite sporadic enemy atiacks during the next day, he coordinated the
establishment of the artillery fire base and the infantry command post Early that night, the base
suddenlycame underinten;e mortar attack frcm a reinforced NorthVietnamese battalion. When

the init;l barrage disrupted communications, Captain Floody lefthis covered position and ran
thfough the expioding mortarroundsto the command post. Determining the location ofthe hostile
positi;ns, he feariessly charged back across the ravaged area to his battery and began directing
ihe retum fire. Contemptuous of the fierce enemy aftack, Captain Floody moved among his
howiizers, encouraging the crews, redistributing ammunition, and organizing the trcatment of
casualties. Seriously wounded twice in the back by shrapnel, he ignored the extreme pain and
continued to direct the defense throughout the rcmainder of the thirteen-hour battle His
unrelenting courage and inspiring example enabled his men to hold their positions against
oveMhel;ing odds and inflict heavy casualties on the fanaiic enemy Captain Floody's

extraordinary-heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping with the.highest traditions of the

military service and reflect great sredit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army
Authority: by directi;n of the President under provisions of Executive Order 11046' 24

August 1962.

FOR THE COIJIV]ANDER
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM

APO San Francisco 96307

GENERAL ORDERS
NUMBER 781

23 February 1967

AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED;FLYING CROSS

1 . TC 320. The following AWARD is announced posthumously:

SPEARE. WALTER R. lll, 05709494, CAPTAIN, ARMOR' United States Army
1 1gth Assault Helicopter Company, 52"d Combat Aviation Battalion, APO 96318

Awarded: Disiinguished Flying Cross
Date of Action: 1 1 November 1966
Theater: RePublic of Vietnam
Reason: Foi heroism while participating in mrial fl ight, evidenced by voluntary

actions above and beyond the call of duty in the R-epublic of Vietnam: Captain Speare
distinguished himself by excePtionally valorous actions on 11 November 1966 while

servirig as the aircraft commander of a helicopter protectingthe landing oftroops in hostile
territof near Pleiku. As the troop helicopters approached the landing zone, eight heavily
camouilaged anti-aircraft weapons revealed ihemselves directly beneath the fire team'
Without a thought io his opponents' vastly superiorfirepower, Capiain Speare aitacked the
Viet Cong emplacements to draw their fire away from ihe vulnerable iroop carriers He
assaulted continuously, silencing one of their weapons and successfully diverted the rest
of theirfirefrom the landing zone. He did not relent in his attack, despiie the odds against
him, uniil repeated hits so damaged his aircraft that it crashed. Captain Speare perished

in the crash. Capiain Speare's outstanding flying ability and devotion to duty were in

keeping with the highest traditions of the military and the United States Army'
iuthority: Btdirection of the President under the provisions of the Act of Congress,

approved 2 July 1926.

FOR THE COMI\4ANDER
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADOUARTERS 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION

APO San Francisco 96262

GENERAL ORDERS
NUMBER 1O7

21 January 1967

AWARD OF THE AIR MEDAL FOR HEROISM

1 . TC 320. The following AWARD is announced:

HELM, PRUETT B, W3152839, WARRANT OFFICER Wl, United States Army
Trp D, 1"tSqdn, 10s Cav, 4h lnfantry Division, APO 96262

Awarded: Air l\iledal wiih "\l Device
Date of Action: 1 1 November 1966
Theater: RePublic of VietnarF
Reason: Foi heroism while participating in aerial fl ighi in the Republic of Vietnam:

Warrant Officer Pruett B. Helm distinguished himself by conspicuous heroism against a

hostile enemywhile engaged in aerialfl ight supporting a heliborne assault in the Republic
of Vietnam. As the co-pilot and gunner of an armed helicopter' he placed accufate
auiomatic weapons fire against known enemy positions that were bringing intense anti-
aircraft fire upon the elemenis of the aerial scout platoon Through his courageous
perseverance he mntinued to man his guns even after the aircraft' in which he was a crew
member, burst into flames upon receiving heavy anti-aircraft fire from an undetected
enemy position. Although the aircraft was enveloped in flames, Warrant Officer Helm
unhesitantly continued placing accurate and intense counter fire against the enemy until
the bufning helicopter crashed into the jungle canopy Warrant Officer Helm's heroic
action is in the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflects great credit upon
himself and the miliiary service.

Authority: By direction of the President under the provisions of Executive Order
9158, 1 1 May i942, as amended by Executive Order 9242-4' 1 1 September 1942.

FOR THE COMMANDER
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GLOSSARY

1LT

2Lr.

Bangalore Torpedoes . . . . . . . . . . . . .

First Lieutenant (o-2) pay grade and rank
First Sergeant (E-8) pay grade and rank
Second Lieutenant (O-1) pay grade and
rank
Alpha Company
An assault conducted with air mobile
resources
A7 .62mm assault rifle used by the NVA
Area of Opefation
B-52 Bombing l\,4issjon
The NVA headquarters fof central South
Vietnam
An explosive

An NVA staging
Brigade
Battaiion

device used to c lear

area in Cambodia

ACO

AK-47
AO
Arc Light
B3 Front.

Base Area 702.
BDE
BN

cA.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
CBU
c&c

Bravo Company
combat or field rations
Combat assault by helicopter
Cluster Bomb Unit (Air Force)
Command and Control
Char l ie Company
Commander (cornpany and field grade)
A mountainous region in middle South
Vietnam
CH-41 troop/cargo transport helicopter
l\,4-1 8 anti-personnel mine
cornpany or commanding offlcer
colonel (0-6) pay grade and rank (Full
Bifd)
A team composed of infantry, artil lery,
and arr resources
Command Posi
Captain (O-3) pay grade and rank
A 'og or reg;stry used to record acl v I es
and evenIS
Delta Charlie or Depth Concentratlon
(artil lery)
Delta Company
DEFensive CONcentrations of artil lery fire
l\,4edical Evacuation by UH-1 Helicopter

cco
CDR
Central

Clayrnore. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
co.. . . . . . . . . .

cP..
CPT
Daily

DC

DCO
Defcon.. . . . . . . . . . . .
Dust Off



El\4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Enl isted Man
FAC.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Forward Air  Control lef
FDC.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  F i re Direct ion Center
FO.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Forward Observer (art i l lery)
Frag Ord.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  An abbreviaied operat ions order
FSB.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  F i re Support  Base
Gun Ship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Armed UH-1 Hel icopter
HE.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  High explosive
H&l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Harassing and lnterdict ion ( type of

arii l lery fire)
HHC.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Headquaders & Headquar lers Company
H-Hour. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  A speci f led t ime for an event to begin
Huey.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  UH-1 Hel icopter
l l  Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A tact ical  region in South Vietnam

KIA
Landing Pad

IMAJ

ran k
Landing Zone
Major (O-4) pay grade and rank
Mechan,zed
l \ ,4edical  Evacuat ion,  usual ly an
ernergency

IVECH
I\,4 E D IVAC

l\ ,4 ike Force.. . . . . . . . . . . .  A CIDG mi l i tary force led by Special
Forces

l \4OS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  l \y ' i l i tary Occupat ional  Special i ty (your job)
NVA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  North Vietnamese Army
OH-13.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Observat ion Hel lcopter ( l ight)
Old l \4an.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Slang t i t le for  a commanding of f lcer
OP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Observat ion Posi
Operat ion Paul  Revere tV.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  A 4 '6 Div is ion,2"d Br igadef eld operat ion

conducted from 20 October through 15
November 1966
A salt flat next to the Cambodian border
Private First Class (E-3) pay gfade and
rank

designated by the Military Assistance
Command of Vietnam
Killed ln Action
A specific point within a designated area
for helicopters to land at or on

LZ

Pal i
PFC
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Recon Platoo'r . . . . . . . .

Plei  Djereng.. . . . . . . . . . .

Plei  Trap Area.. . . . . . .

PLT
PX

A prominent South Vietnamese village in
the 2nd Brigade's area of operation
A geographic area near the Cambodian
border in Kontum Province
Platoon (approximately 30 men)
Post Exchange (retail store)
A platoon designated to conduct
reconnaissance work
Rocket Propelled Grenade (B-40 and
RPG-7)
Rest and Relaxation Leave
Radio receiver-transmitter
Radio/Telephone Operator for the PRC-
25 radio
Pefsonnel and Administration
Intelligence and Securiiy
Plans and operations
Sergeant (E-5) pay grade and rank
Situation Report
Unarmed UH-'1 Helicopter
A word used to describe one or more
aircraft whose mission it was to return
one or more ti r'res for the same task
Start Point
Specialist Fourth class (E-4) pay grade
ano ranK
Squad (aboui  7 -  10 men)
Siaff Sergeant (E-6) pay grade and rank
A specific time in the morning when all
personnel are required to be awake and
^r6n-16.1 

f^r  rn r t t r .k

A type of patrol conducted to determine lf
a specific area is free of enemy forces
Tactjcal Operation Certer (T'e Palace)
Wounded in Action
White phosphorus, aka Wjlly Pet-^
Executive Officer (second in command)

RPG

R&R
RT
RTO

S2
S3
SGT

Sllck
Si i rep.. . .  . . . . . . . . . . .

Sortie

SP

XO

SQD
SSG

TOC
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INDEX
A

Abad, Florencia, Stafi Sergeani - 43, E1, F2
Ackerman, Edwin, Second Lieutenant - A1
Akedey, William, Staff Sergeant - F 1
Alejandro-Santos, Roberto, Specialist Fourth Class - F2
Anderson, Charles, Private First class - 31-33, El,E3,F2
Applin, Frank, First Lieutenant - 36
Armstrong, Felton, Private - 33, E1
Ashworth, John, Specialist Fourth Class - i i, 42-43, 51

B

Bennett, Douglas, First Lieutenant - 7, 25,30, A1
Bethel Rov Private First Class - 23
Beyer,  1.F. ,  Captain -  5,  13-14,24,55,A1,E2
Bigelow, James, First  L ieutenant -  i i ,  5,  10,  14-15, 30, 40, A1
Blackwell, Kenneth, Private First Class - 3 1-32, El, E4, F2
Bocook, Ronald, Private First Class - 26,31-32.El,E5,F2
Brady, Richard, Specialist Fourth Class - 48
Breaux, James, Sergeant First Class - 13, 20, 28, 41, 45, E1
Brown, John, Staff Sergeant - 35, El
Byerly, Paul, First Lieutenani - A'1

Caberos, Sergeant Fifst Class - 56
Caldwell, Charles, Private Firsi class - F2
Carnpbell, Donald "Doc", Specialist Fourth Class - 42-43, 51
Capps, Billy, Specialist Fourih Class - 33, E1, F2
Carey, Richard, Specialist Fourth class - 15, 32-33, 36, E1
Caro, Sergeant - 3
Carter, Harry, Private First Class - 43, E2
Carulli, Robert, Private First Class - 43, E2
Case, l\,4elvin, First Lieutenant - i i, 5, 7, 9, 18, 21-22, 26, 51-52, A1
Catiggay, Simplicio, Sergeant First Class - F2
Chenington, William, Staff Sergeant - Fl
Clark, Edwin, Captain - ,q1
Collins, Arthur, l\,4ajor General - 9, 24, 50
Courtney, Allan, Specialist Fourth Class - 32, El, F1
Crouch, Robert, First Sergeant - 27
Curtis, David, Pfivate Firsi Class - F2
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D

Daniels,  James -  i i ,  3,  8,  37,  53
Darr, Dan,l,/in, Specialist Sixth Class - F1
Delarosa, Louis, Private First Class - F1
Denson, AIphonse, Staff Sergeant - F2
Dietrich, E.A., Lieutenant Colonel - 33, 35
Doane, Delbert, Specialist Fourth Class - 14
Doscinski, Leonard, First Lieutenant - 5, 41
Downs, Mike, First  L ieutenant -  i i ,  12-13, 20,22-23,28-31 ,34, 41 ,  48,  A1
Dresia, David, Fifst Lieutenant - i i, 9, 12, 15, 22,26-27 , 31-34, 41, 44, A1, F2
Dukes, Calvin, Second Lieutenant - 27

E

Eastwood, l\.4ichael, First Lieutenant - 28,42, A1
Echols, Eugene \\hitney, First Lieutenant - i i, 55, Al
Edwards, Major - 7, '12
Enari, l\.4ark, First Lieutenant - ,A1

F

Fish, John, Private First Class - 5, 13-14, 24, 55, E2, F3
Fisher, Captain - A1
Floody, Harold,  Captain -  5,  7 ,  1A, 14, 16,21 ,26,28-31 ,  34-36, 41 ,  43,  41 ,  E2, F2, F4
Fore, James, Specialist Fourth Class - 36, E2
Freeman, Paul ,  captain -  20,  22,28, 30, 34, 41 ,  41,  F1
Fulmer,  Nicholas,  Special ist  Fourth Class -  26,  31-33, E1, E6, F2

Gaither, David, Specialist Fourth Class - 38, E1
Garfleld, Staff Sergeant - 56
Gennardo, Specialist Foufth class - 16, E2
Gipson, Arthur, First Lieutenant - Al
Glick, Everett "Ted", First Lieutenani - 26, 34, 41, A1
Grandy, William, Staff Sergeani - 22, 32-33, 48, El, Fl
Graves, Stan, Chief Warrant Officer - 5

H

Hafford, James, Staff Sergeant - F1
Harron, Yenson, Specialist Fourih Class - F1
Hart, Raymond, Specialist Fourth Class - 32, 34, E1, F2
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Helm, Pruett, Warrant Officer - i i, 5-6, 9-10, 13-15, 24-25,55, E2, F3, Fo
Hess, L;eutenant - 6. 25
Highiower, Charles, Specialist Fourth Class - 44-45
Hollon, Robert, Specialist Fourth Class - 38, E1
Humes, Maynard, Sergeant - E2, E7, F3

Johannsen, Paul, Sergeant - 39
Jones, Kenneth, Private F;rst Class - 36, 38, E1
Jones, Thomas, Second Lieutenant - 20, 41

MacKeigan, Colin, Private First Class - 44
Malet, Ron, Specialist Fourth Class - F2
Marshall, Daniel, Private Fifst class - 40
Mafshal l ,  Samuel (SLA) -  i i ,7-10, 12, 14-18,20-27,29-36,38-45, 50
[.4atlack, Edward, Private First Class - 38. E1
l\4cFarland, James, Specialist Fourth Class - 43, E2
McKinnie, Onegia, Specialist Fourth Class - 43-45, E1
Miles, Robert, Private First Class - 36, 38, F2
Mil ler ,  Judson, Colonel  -  6,  I
l\,4orris, Roy, Staff Sergeant - Fl

N

Neal, Barney, N,4ajor - ,q1
- Norihrop, Edward, Capiain - ,A1

K

Knox, Jerry, Specialisi Fourth Class - 12,26,31-32
Kohler, Harrison, Specialist Fourth Class - i i, 18-20,22-23,25-26,48, 52

Laux, James, First Lieutenant - 41
Lay, James, Lieutenant Colonel - Dedication, ii, vii i, 5-7, 9, 12-13, 17 , 20,22-23,26, 30-

31 , 33-36, 41, 49-51, 54-56, 41 , F1
Liciandrello, Joseph, Private First Class - 43, E2
Linscott, Hubert, Specialist Fourth Class - 38, E1
Liv ingston, John, Captain -  E2, E8, F3

M
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o

Overmire, John, Private First class - 43, E2

P

Pacer, John, Private First Class - 5, 13-14,24, 55, E2
Page, Robed, Specialist Fourth Class - 36, 38, F1, F2
Parmly, Eleazar, Lieuienant Colonel - 7,9
Patrick, Leroy, Sergeant lvlajor - 41, F1
Pearson, Robert, First Lieutenant - A1
Pefeda, Francisco, First Sergeant - 36, 39-40, F 1 , F2
Potteiger, John, Staff Sergeant - 15
President, Rooseveli, Specialist Fourih class - 32, E1, F2

a
Quann, Brendan, Fi fst  L ieutenant-  5,  27-28, 51, A1, F1

R

Reeves, Loren, Specialist Fourih Class - E2, E9, F3
Reilly, N.4ichael, Specialist Fourth Class - 15, E1
Richardson, George, Specialist Fourth Class - 33
Roberson, Cornelius, Private First Class - 43, E1
Rooney, Terrence, Warrant Officer - E2, E10, F3
Roush, Gary - i i
Royce, Lieutenant Colonel - 24

s
Schefef, Edward, First Lieutenant - 41
Schlott, Roger, Specialist Fourth Class - 33, E'1, F2
Schoenig, Edmond, Specialist Fourth Class - E2, E11, F3
Schwadz, Roger, Specialist Fourih Class - 42, E2, F1
Sellers, Foster, Sergeant - 20
Sensenbach, William, Specialist Fourth class - 15' 31, 41-42' 45, F2
Shearer, James, Sergeant - F2
Shedd, Stewad, Private First Class - 39-40
Sincere, Clyde, Captain - 4, 7 , 9, 18,26
Skomra, Robert, Corporal - 43, E2
Soule, James, Privaie First Class - 20
Speare, Walter, Captain - E2, E12, F3, F5
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Siewart, Jack, First Lieutenant - 38
Siewart, Will, Specialist Fourth Class - 33, F1
St i f f ler .  James. Speciai ist  Fourth Class -  i i .  11.29,E1.F2
Stone, Dee Junior, Fifst Lieutenant - E2, E13, F3
Stubbs, Gary, Sergeant - 34
Sullivan, Dennis "Sully", Specialist Fourth Class - 32-34, 48, E1, F2
Swan, Timothy, First Lieutenant - 14, 26, 34-36, 38-39, 41-43, 41, E1, F2
Sylvester, Louis, First Lieutenant - A1

Tilley, Sherman, Staff Sergeant - 32
Treahan, Carl, Specialist Fourth Class - 36, E2

Villareal, Santos, Private First class - 15, 39-40, 43-44, =1, F2

W

Walker,  Ceci l ,  Corporal  -31-33, E1,E14,F2
Washington, Theodore, Private First Class - 32,45, E1
Weindel ,  Ronald,  Firs i  L ieutenant -  23,25,27-28,31, 35, 38, 42, A1
Wesely, Ffancis, Specialist Fifth Class - Fl
Wessells, William, Specialist Fourth Class - F2
Wilk, N.4ax, Captain - Al
Williams, Edwin, First Lieutenant - A1
Williams, Willie, Private Firsi Class - 32, 44-45
Willis, Frank, First Lieutenant - 42, 45, A'1
Winscott, Private First Class - 43, E1
Wise, Frank, First Lieutenant - 26 , 28-29, 36, 40-41, 41, F2
Wright, Roberi, Staff Sefgeant - 25, 27
Wysocki, Stanley, Specialist Fourth Class - 23-24

z

Zapata, Juan, First Lieutenant - 41
Zawiski, Al, Private First Class - i i,I, 12, 15, 22, 26-27 , 29, 32-33, 36, 48, 50, E1 , F2
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