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1. This After Action Report covers the participation of the 1st Battalion
12th Infantry "Red Warriors” in Operation Putnam Wildcat from 1 November 1969
to 17 Janusry 1970.

2. The mission of the 1st Bn 12th Inf wes to interdict enemy infiltr=ticm
into the Bong Son Plain: arec by intensive search snd destroy missicns in the
upper An Lao Valley.

3. The Task Orgsnization ss of 1 Noverber 1969, wes &, B, C, D and E (ompanies
with B Rettery 4/42 Artillery as Pireect Support. 2 FPlatoon C Co 4th Engineers
vasg attached for operations. The following organizstional changes tock place
during the operation.

26 December Add 1 Sec C Battery 4/42 Artillery
2 Jenusry  Add C=1/22

L Jenuary  Add 1A-1/22, 3A-1/22

7 Jenuary — Add 24-1/22

13 January  Delete &-1/22, C-1/22
16 January  Add 1A-1/22, C=1/22
17 January  Delete 1A-1/22, C-1/22

Delete 1 Sec C Battery 4/4i2 Artillery



4+ The following chronological sequence of significant evénta is provided as
a guled to operations in the area of interest.

Novenber

On 1 November 1969 the 1st Bn 12th Inf returned to the operationsl control
of the 24 Bde, 4th Inf Div. This change of control ended the' "Red Warriors"
perticipation in Operaticn Washington Green, attached té the 173d Airborne
Brigade. The change in operational control dié not significently alter the
mode of operztion of the Bn and the 1st Bn 12th Inf coatinued intensive
gsearch and destroy operations in an effort to interdict the enemies
infiltration and resupply routes through the An Lao Valley into the Bong
Son Plain area.

On 1 November, at B3768189, D Co observed 3 enemy crossing a stream from
the north, artillery and emall arms were employed. When sweeping the area
they found 1 KIA, and 1 enemy soldier surrendered bringing with him 1 B4O
launcher with sight, Interragation of the Chieu Hoi revealed that he was
a part of a company size element moving through the area, (2nd Bn, 2nd Rgt).
The Chieu Hoil also indicated that 3 other members of his unit had been KIA
by artillery in support of D Co.

On 2 November at BS746105 B Co SRP observed ua esti ated 20 individuals,
NVA/VC, with rucksacks and smaoll zrms to Include 1 light machine ;un.
Artillery and 4.2" mortar fire as well 2c Bmall arms wes employed. & sweep
cf the area produced negstive results or findings. 3rd Flet © Co 1st Bn
12th Inf found 7 graves at BS695166., 32 vers very new and / approximately
2 weeks old, All were killed by artillery fired by "=4/42 frowm FS3 TiPE,
in support of opersticns conducted by C and D Co's in the inmmediate area.

On 3 November, C Co 1st Bn 12th Inf engsged 3 enemy in the vicinity of
BS703167 with small arms snd gunships. A search of the area revealed fresh
blood on a tree but negative further.

On /4 November, the 2 Plat of B Co engaged 5 enewy in a cave coumplex at
BS754085 resulting in 1 eneny KIA; 3 CIA WIA; 1 Hoi Chsnhj 2 AE-A7's CIA.
The Co CP and 3 Plat moved in to reinforce the contact. In the vicinity
of BS778101 the Recon Flat engaged 3-4 enemy. Small srms fire was exchanged
and artillery was employed, A sweep of the area produced negative recsults.

On 5 November B CO(—{ continued to work the cave corplex, discovering 5
more enemy KIA from the previous day; 1500 1lbs of rice CIA which was cestroyed.
The Recon Plat at BS7830c8 spotted and en. suged 1 individual ith smell arms.
The enemy employed small arms and gren:des from 2 or 3 different locations.
Artillery was employed on tie CEL. Results include 2 possible enemy KIA and
2 US slightly WIA, The US WIA resulted from approximstely 6 grenades thrown
by the enemy.

On 14 November, while conducting a RIF vicinity 757502 the 1st squad of
the Recon Plat surprised and ccoptured 1 VC/HVA earrying 2 US grenades.

On 15 November in the vicinity of BS765163 the 3 Plat C Co engaged 2
enemy cbserved following the platoon. The enemy fled with unknown results,
Shortly thereafter 3 enemy were sighted approximately 150 meters out and
were engaged with small arms with unknown results,

On 17 Novernber, in the vicinity of BS783093 the 2 Plat A Co found a fresh



grave containing 1 enemy killed by artillery approximately 1 week old, At
spproximately 1354H A Co initlated contact with an estimated 9-11 enemy;
small arms fire and grencdes were exchanged resulting in 1 US KIA and 2
US WIA, While moving from the landing sone in the same vicinity 2 Plat
A Co engaged 1 enemy with small arms, The result was 1 enemy KIA, 2 Plap
B Co while conducting a RIF along a ridge line spotted and engaged with sm- 11
arme 1 enemy, results 1 enemy KIA, 2 Plat D Co spotted 4 individuals
at B3773182, artillery wee employed, 1 Plat D Co wwept the area and captured
1 enemy wearing US fatigues that had been wounded by artillery. At 1732H the
POW died resulting in 1 enemy KIA,

On 18 November, A Co continued’to search area of contact of previous day.
At BS783097 they eng:ged 1 enemy resulting in 1 KIA, At BS782099 enemy
initiated smsll arms fire, Small arms fire wss exchenged with unknown enemy
eaasuclties and 1 US WIA, B Co at BS751085 while checking out a cache of
ammmnition, (13 B4O rounds, 25 82mm rounds, 12 60mm rounds), captured 1 VC/NVA
who was carrying a machine gun bipod.

On 19 November, while developing the contact ares at BS781096 B Bo again
observed 1 individucl, smsll arms fire was exchanged, negative friendly
casuslties and unkmown enemy losses. Recon Plat while conducting intensive
Ivy Patrolling in the vicinity of BS753070 sighted 3 VC/NVA, however, while
moving toward the eneny location darkness fell.

December

On 2 December Recon Platoon at BS744168, found the renains of 6 individuals
approximetely 1 month okd, The re:ins werc evidenc- of the 29 October
contact which D Co had in the imrediate area, Extensive 4.2" mortar fire
has been employed with very significant results. A SRP from C Co at
BS8749087 found 1 KIA NVA in & havmock that appeared to have been dead for
approximately 6 months, Recon Plat at BS702094 on 9 December while checking
out a treil and rice field, engaged 2 VC/NVAat a distance of 40 meters,
killing 1. At BS703092 engaged another enemy with negative resul‘s,

On 10 December, Recon Plat in the vicinity of BS707099 engeged 1 VC/NVA
at 75 meters with small arms, a search of the areaproduced negative results.

On 14 December, A Co at BS787106 recieved 2 bursts of automatic weapons
fires resulting in 1 US WIA, 8rgll arms and a-tillery were employed. A sweep
of the suspected area producec negative results. 3 Plat C Co engaged 1
individual on 18 Decembar at approximately 150 meters, vicinity B3677208,

A sveep of the area produced 2 NBR rucks.cks with bullet holes in them.

On 20 December, 3 Plat C Co engaged 2 individuals in the viecinity of
BS719218 resulting in 1 KIA,

On 22 December, 2 Flat B Co while conducting an Ivy patrol in the vicinity of
BS770209 engaged 1 individual with smell srms, The individuxl fled in an unknown
directicn but was believed to have been wounded. 2 Plat C Co while Ivy petrolling
in the vicinity of BS667213 cbserved 5 individuals at approximstely 500 meters.
They were engaged with 4.2" mortars, gunships and small :rms resulting in 2
eneny KIA, 1 CIA and 1 AK-47 CIA,

n 23 December, vicinity of BS762212 2 Plat B Co while conducting intensive
Ivy patrolling along a recently used path, initiated contact with an unknown
size enemy element resulting in 4 enemy KIA, 2 Pl=t C Co at B8674213 spotted




dusls with ot approximstely 800 meters, They emplc -
rtar fire, A sweep of produce? 1 Chicom radfio similar to a PRC-25,
_ On 24 December, 2 Plat B Co while checking srea of contact, (BS764222),
found migcellanecus equipment, seversl bunkers, 2 fresh graves, resulting

in 2 nore enemy KIA, At BS76/219 they recieved small arms fire end 1 BLO rocket
‘resulting 4n 3 US WIA end 1 US KIA, The enemy BAO gunner was KIA, A further
search and development of the area wes delayed due to the Christmss

Cease Fire period. 1 light Machine gun CIA,

A Co 1/12 on 26 December while checking = smell bunker complex in the vieinity
of 756223 enguged and eaptured a vounded enemy scldier. ;

On 27 December, 1 Plat C Co at 675215 spotted 6 VC in the open nder the river
at that locatlony small arns vere employed end 7 more ceme into the open, 4.2"
norters were employed resulting in 2 possible XIA., 3 Plat D Co at BS701220
vhile checking fresh signs engaged 4 individucls, believed 2 male and 2
ferale, resulting in 1 aenemy KIA,

1 Plat C Co on 29 Decenber, at BS674207, found a fresh grave estimated
to be 1 day old, The individu:l hod been killed by mechine gun fire, It
is beliieved the individusl wa- ¥illed during the contret of 27 Decerber.

On 31 December a squsd size aubush fram 2 Plat B Co 2t coordinates 728148
detected noverent 20-30 neters out, Arhush sprong erploying fregrentation
grenides, M=16 =nd M-79, Automatic weapons “ire wac directed a+ tie anbish
with negative Ifriendly cesurlties. Ffnecy losses were unknown,

prroximste:

J=munry

On 1 Jenuery, a sou d size elarent in 2 defensive wmbuch in *he vicirity of
BS6£22(7 while returning +o thoir petrol hasw, surpriced and detalned 1 enemy
who zppeared to be obhservine the ~ompeny rerireter,

On 2 Jarmsry, the 1st Bn 12th Inf begun oper:tions with C Co 1st Bn 12th INf
aitached, 1n the northern in lLao Valley, At arprcxdirately 16000 vieinity
BS677199, 2 P1:* € Co 1/12 sighted 5.7 individusle in =n open petato fleld, they
vawe engaged vith srell crrg end ;funchips., The enemy fled tc *he tresline and
& sweep of the aree foun: 1 duffle bag =nd ¢ blood treil leadiny to the west.
The blood tredl wes folloved until leet in ¢ rocky area; - further search wes
storped becsuse of darlness,

On 4 Janusry, A-1/22 was szttached to the 1/12 continuine intensive search
and destroy vdselons in the upper An Lso Valley. A Co 1/12 at P:trol Base,
coopdinates 781193 recieved at 20307 4 rounds of 81m: morter “ire from the
northerst., Artiliery and 81mm rortars wor- erploye’ vith unknown eneny casualties,
There w:re 6 US WIL resulting from the enemy attock, D Co 1/12 vhile
conducting intensive Ivy patrols in the vicinity of BS(96238 found numerous
fresh sigre of enem; sctivity around the bunker complex. 3-6 enemy were
observed fleeins from 1 hootch and were taken under fire ~ith siell arvs, The
results were 1 enery KIA and 1 7K-47 CIA, "here were no friendly cosualties.

@ 5 Januery 1 Flat C Co +t the ccordinstes 667216 sighted and engaged 10=15
eneny with ‘=16 snd -zchine ;~n {ire approxi-«tely 600 meters away. The known
enery locaticn w s 663215 on a tr:il running =zlong the An Lao River. 3 Plat
C Co 1/12 was sir 1ifted to DS662216 :nd swept through the contact area, finding
7 rucksacks Tilled with rics., C Co 1st Bn 22nd Inf along with the TAC Cp
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and emell arms fire wes returned with no friendly casuslties taken end
unknown enemy losses.

On 6 January, C Co 1/12 sweeping srea of contect from 5 January found 1
enemy KIA, believed from previous day and 1 more rucksack, bringing the
totel to 8, C Co 1/22 and the TAC CP 1/12 while developing a messive bunker
complex in vicinity of BS6912/0, of 50-60 fighters 1 week old, engaged and
killed 1 enemy soldier and CIA 1 AK-47, No US cesualties resulted.

On 9 Jenusary, D Co conducting inteneive Ivy patrols came upon & booby trsp
at BS703253, 2 mine shaped charges were found on #n LZ to be cotmand
detonated upon the entrance of a helicopter. It is noted thet though numercus
booby traps of the whip variety, punji pits end punji stakes along the, trails,
this was only the second oncident of an explosive booby trap found in the An Lao
Velley area, The first wes also discovered by D Co 17:2 on 6 Janus vieinity
BS691241, In that case a trip wire w-s atteched to a Chicom grerade/that mal-
functioned when tripped., Both the booby traps were in the upper extremes of
the An Leo Valley near the II Corp border. The Recon Plat 1/12 condncting
extengive Ivy patrols vicinity BS677235 discovered numerocus tr=ils recently
used. At coordinstes 675233 2-3 individuals were engaged by the Recon Plat
at 20 meters, resulting in 1 enem KIA and & blood trail indicating 1 wounded.
In the vicinity oi BS674232 a large hospitel complex consisting of 25 hootchds
10x15x30' were ‘ound, Complex w=g large enhugh to accomodate 300 individuals,
C-1/22 and the TAC CP 1/12 atBS680250 spotted 2 ememy individuals advencing toward
the point element. Red Leg rond rumner was awployed to drive the individuels
into san anbush, vith negative results. At 2268624/ enemy initisted contact with
Cm1/22 and TAC CP 1/12 at 15 moters, killing the scomt doz, The contast arca vas
searched in detail with neg tive resuits,

On 10 Junuery D Co 1/12 at 1404H in the vicinity of 83705250 initiated
arsll erns fire on § individusls. Sporsdi~ enemy iire was returned, negative
US casuslties. 1 AK-47 wae ClA, At 1551H in the s=mme locrtion enemy initiated
gmall srs from a bunker. US engaped with swall srms the resylt was 1 enery
KIA, More jire was recieved from snipers in other positions resulting in
another enemy KIA, There were no U3 casuslties. A=1/22 conducting Ivy petrols
vicinity 735212 sitsd 2 enemy 25 meters out, US initiated fire and recieved
AK=47 fire in return. Red Leg was employed, end the =rec w s wwept with
negetive rogults,

11Jsenuery, A Co 1/12 corducting an intensice RI- spprozximately 11 kiloneters
%o the northeast o LZ TAPE for vurvoses of interdiction of avenues of epproach
to the 173d Airborne Brisadels paci-ication area o op:ra ion. D Co 1/1? 4in the
vicinity of BS710257 initiated small nrms fire om 1 individusl res-lting
in 1 enemy WIA, CIA, At the seve location D Co infitiated small arve on 1 individual
in a bunker, the result¥was 1 anemy KIA, No US r~asunlties resulted,

On 12 Janmuary D ‘o 1/12 senducting a sweesp through & bunker comclex in “he
vicinity BS711251 recieved enemy initisted fire from 1 individuel in = €ox
hole 30 neters ‘rom the noint slement, D Co returned a heavy volure of small
arne “ire resulting in 1 enery WIA, CIA. Dog handler recieved enemy small



. awpeaz

arms wound in the ear.

On 13 January, D Co 1/12 closing the Patrol Base, BS729221, cbserved 3 enemy
on a rail 75 meters eway. US initiated small arms fire re‘uiting in 1 enemy
KIA and 3 rucksscks CIA. No US casu:lties were taken, B Co was extracted from
Patrol Bsse BS729221 ufter D Co closed the location. A Co 1/22 vas extracted
and returned to the operatiomsl comtrol of 1/22¢as was C CO 1/22, -

On 14 Junuary, C Co upon extraction from Patrol Base, B3690201 recieved
enemy autouatic weapons fire approximately 800 meters away. C Co(~) conducted
corbat assault to sighted enemy location and swept the area with negatlve results,

On 15 January, extraction of the 1/12 from the An Lao Valley was begun in
preparation for tha redevelopment of Camp Radeliff and further to the southern
portion of Base Area 226, D Co 1/12 was extracted from Patrol Bese, BS729121
to LZ English, A Co was extracted from the vicinity of BS814208 to LZ English,

On 16 Janusry C Co and E Co 1/12 were extracted from the vicinity of 12
Tape, BS744130 to LZ English,

On 17 January B Co and TAC CP were extracted from LZ Tape s 3 Bn 506 Inf
101st Abn Div (airmbl) tock over eperational control of the in Lazo Valley.

5. Intelligence:

a. Eneuy activity for the period ranged frow light to moderate. Intelligence
reports incicated that the nain elemenis of the 3rd NVA Division te the north
and southwest arcas of the AQ, Due to the relstive seccurity of the mountsinous
aress surrounding the An Lao Valley it beceme appsrent that the eneny had been
using certain areas for regrouping, resupplying and training replacements.

b. Terrszin: The Valiey of the An Lao River is the predominant feature of
the area., OSince tie viliey floor has not been cultivated for a number of years,
there are sections where heavy grass and brush offer good cover and conceszlnment.
Surrounding the v.lley are numercus stesply rising hills, r:nging from 20 meters
to 953 meters in height, The hilis are covered with = thick growih of single
and double canopy jungle. In the v:lleys there are nuierous strears and large
rock forrati-ms forming natur 1 cover.

Ce We-ther: ”uring the period of the operation the monsoon season began ©
dissipate. Precipitation varied fro- light to hetvy and some rain occured
practically every day., Temperatures ranged from the nlddle 40's to 90 degrees.
In the usomning hours visibiliiy was generclly poor due to ~rouand fog which
stayed on the surrouncing ailis for a las-ge p rt ol each day m-king resupply
by aircraft extrerely tenuous. Winds during this periocd prevailed from the

~

northwaest ond wvarled fro: 2 ixnots to 25 knots per hour.

d. Cumulative resultaz of all 'mits ‘or the operution weres US losses 2 KIA,
17 Wla. US infiicted ensuy losses wers 47 VC/NVA KIA, (BC); . possible VC/NVA
KIi; 8 /C/¥VA CIAj 4 Hoi Chanhs; 11 ssall arms CIA; 1 Chicom radio OIA; 1700
1bs rice CIA, (destroyed); 300 lbe salt UIA, (destroyed); iiscelleneous documents
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