DEPARTVENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST BATTALION 12TH INFANTRY

4TH INFANTRY DIVISIOR

. APO SAK FRANCIUCO 96262

AVDDB=121 31 January 1970

SUBJECT: Operatiocnal report - Lessons Lenrned for the period ending 31
January 1970 (RCS CS for-65 RI)

Commanding Of(icer
2d Brigade, 4th Inf Div
APO San Prancisco 96262

Segtion I (C) Significant Organization or Unit Activities.

1. (C) General: During the reporting period, the "Red Warriors" were primarily
engaged in search and destroy operstions, .

a. Task Organization as of 1 November 1969, Corpanies A,B,C,D,E, 1-12 Infantry

with B Battery 4th Bn, 424 Artillery DS and the 2d Platoon Co C 4th Engr Bn
attached.

b. Chronological Task Orgenization changes:

26 Dec ADD 1C/4-42 Arty

2 Jan ADD C/1=22

4 Jen ADD 14/1-22
ADD ¢ 34/1=22

7 Jan ADD 2A/1-22

13 Jan DFLETE A/1=22
DELETE C/1=22
DELETE 1C/4=42 Arty

¢, Commanders and Principal Staff,

(1) Bn CO 1 Nov 69 to 31 Jan 70 LTC John B, Cottingham Jr.
(2) Bn X0 1 Nov 9 to 31 Jen 70 vAJ John J. Gaudelli
(3) Bn 8-1 1 Nov 69 to 13 Nov 69 CPT John R, Lovett
14 Nov 69 to 31 Jan 70 CPT Frank K. Williams
(4) Bn 8=2 1 Nov 69 to 4 Jan 70 CPT Michael Labertesux
5§ Jan 70 to 31 Jan 70 No Officer Assigned
{5) Bn S-3 1 Nov 69 to 31 Jan 70 *AJ Gordon S. Axelson
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(6) Bn S-4 1 Nov 69 to 21 Nov 69 CPT Billy S. Tucker

22 Nov 69 to 31 Jen 70 CPT Ceecil W, Boatwright
(7) Bn 8=5 1 Nov 69 to 31 Nov 69 CPT James B. Respicio

1 Dec 69 to 31 Jan 70 "~ 1LT Rodney L.~Williama
(8) €O HHC 1 Nov €9 to 28 Nov 69 CPT Richard D. Myers

29 Nov 69 to 31 Jan 70 1LT Louis J. Perry
(9) CcO0Coar 1 Nov 69 to 22 Nov 69 CPT Cecil W. Boatwright

22 Nov 69 to 12 Dec 69 CPT David V. O'Brien

13 Dec 69 to 31 Dec 70 CPT Benjarin D. Koerselman
(10) €O Co B 1 Nov 69 to 31 Jan 70 CPT James R, Childs
(11) €0 Co C 1 Nov 69 to 31 Jan 70 CPT Sterling !eColgin
(12) cCocCe D 1 Nov 69 to 19 Dec 69 CPT Gary L. Weber

20 Dec 69 to 31 Jan 70 CPT Charles H. Rose
(13) COCo E 1 Rov 69 to 21 Nov 69 CPT David V, O'Brien

21 Nov 69 ta 31 Jan 70 ~ 1LT Ernest Jones

d. issions

(1) The mission of the "Red Warriors" during the reporting period was search

and destroy. From 1 Nov 69 to 17 Jan 70 the battalion operated from LZ Tape

(48P BS7413) in the An Lao Valley. From 21 Jan 70 to 31 Jan 70, the "Red Warriors"
operated in Base Area 226 (BR6480-BR8280-BR6453~BR8254), with the mission of
locating and destroying elerments of the 18th NVA Division,

2, (C) Intelligence

a. During the period 1 Nov 69 to 31 Jan 70, 1/12 Inf operated in 2 areas (1)
East of Kontum (LZ Tape BS7413), (2) area north esst of An Khe (LZ Sherida BR6955).

bs From 1 Nov 69 - thru 15 Jan 70 the 1/12 Inf operated East of Kontum with
the Battalion Fire Base located at LZ Tape enemy activity for this period was
from light to moderate. Intelligence reports generated at all levels added to
the activity within the "Red Warrior® AO indicated the enery was withdrawing to
the north., Intelligence reports during this periocd continued to locate enemy
elemenis of the 3rd NVA Div to the north of the "Red Warrior" AQ. Also becsuse
of the relative security afforded by the mountainous terrsin to the north the

. enemy had a base of operation for regrouping, receiving supplies and equipment,



replacerents, he could also lecate stock food and em-o caches for futute operations,

¢. Terraint TFrom 1 Nov 69 to 17 Jan 70 the "Red Warrior" AO was dominated by
the An Lao Valley -nd bounded on the east and west by mountain ranges, The
mountains offer good cover and coneezlmant as the roek formations form nestural
caves that provide excellent proctection. The vzlley floor hes not been
cultivated Tor several years and bec:use of this the grass and brush provides
good cover and concealment and 1imits vieibility in most areas,

From 21 Jan te 31 Jan 70, the 1/12 Inf was loceted in Base Area 226, primarily
a mountainous region with elevations ranging from 200 meters to z maximum of
1000 meters., However the southezst corner of the area is a costal lowland with
an average elevation of 50 me‘ers. The vegetation is primerily of multiple
canopy, dense undergrowth forest and brushwoods in the mountainous arsss.

d, Weathers During the period 1 Nov 69 through 15 Jan 70 the weather was very
cool with rain showers; visibility was generally poor in the morning hours, and
winds were varieble 10-25 knots per hcur. From 21 Jan 70 to 31 Jen 7C at FSB
Sherida the weather was excellent with generally unrestricted visibility and
1ight variasble winds 5-10 knots.

3, (C) Operations: Between 1 Nov 69 and 17 Jan 70, the "Red Warriors" opersted
at LZ Tape conducting search and destroy operations in the An Lao Valley,

a., While in this area the "Red Warriors" set-up numercus co-peny size Patrol
Bases while conducting sweeps, arbushes and short range patrols,

On 21 Jen 70 the "Red Warriors™ operations in Base Area 226 at LZ Sherida
targeted against elemente ¢f the 18th NVA Division,

b, The following sisnificant events occurred during the An Lso Valley operation
PUTNAM WILDCAT: '

kS

Noverber

On 1 Nov 69 the 1/12 Inf returned to the operatiocnal rcontrol of the 24 Bde,
4th Inf DIv. This chunge of control ended the "Red Warriors" participation in
Operation Washington Green, attached to the 1734 Abn Bde. The change in
operatiocnal control did not significantly alter the mode of opsration of the
Battalion and the 1/12 Inf continued intensive search and destroy operations
in an effort to interdict the enemies infiltration and resupply routes through
the An Lao Vslley into the Bong Son Plain urea,

On 1 Nov 69, at B3768189, D Co cbserved 3 enemy crossing a stream from
the north, artillery and small arms were erployed. When sweeping the area
they found 1 KIZ, and 1 enemy soldier surrendered bringing with him 1 B4O
launcher with sight., Interresgation ¢! the Chieu Hol revealed that he was
a part of & company size element moving throug the area, (2d Bn, 24 ngt).

The Chieu Hol also indicated that 3 other members of his unit had be=en KIA by
ertillery in support of D Co, -

On 2 Nov 69, Gt BS746105 B Co SRP observed an estimated 20 individuals,
VC/NVA, with rucksacks and smell arms to include 1 1i;ht machine gun, Artillery
and 4,2" mortar fire as well as small arms were employed. A sweep of the area
produced negstive results or ‘indings. 3rd Plat C Co ‘ound 7 graves at BS695166.
3 were very new and 4 approximately 2 weeks old, All were killed by artillery
fired by B Battery 4/42 from FSB Tape, in support o operations conducted by
C and D Co's in the immediate area,



On 3 Nov 69, C Co engeged 3 enemy in the vicinity o B8702167 with small
arms and gunships, A search of the ares revesled fresh bloed on a tree but neg-
ative further, ;

On 4 Nov 69, the 24 Flat ol B 8o engaged 5 enemy in & cave complex at
BS754085 resulting in 1 enemy KIA; 3 WIA CIA; 1 Hoi Chanhj; 2 AR-/7's CIA,

The Co CP und 3rd Plat mwoved in to reinforce the contact, In the vicinity
of BS778101 the Recon Plat engaped 3=-4 enamy., Small zrms "ire was exchanged
and artillery wes enployed. A sweep of the area produced negative results.

On 5 Nov B Go(-) continued to work the cave complex, discovering 5 more
enemy KIA ‘rom the previous dayj 1500 1bs of rice CIA which was destroyed.

The Hecon Flzt at BS783098 spotted znd engeged 1 individusl with small arms.
The enexy employed s:zall arms and gren:tdes ‘rom 2 or 3 different locstions,

Artillery was e:zployed cn the S'L. Results include 2 possible ene~y KIA and
2 US slightly WIA., The US WIA resultedfrom sapproxiiately 6 gren:des throwm

by the enexy,

On 14 Nov, while conducting & RIF wvicinity 757902 the 1st sqd of the Recon
Plet surprised and ceptured 1 VC/MVA carrying 2 US grencdes,

Cn 15 Nov in the vicinity of BS765163 the 3rd Plet C Co engaged 2 enemy
cbserved following the platoon. The enemy “led with unknown results, Shortly
there after 3 enemy vere gighted approximately 150 met rs put and were engaged
with snall ayrms with unknown results.

On 17 November, in the vicinity of BS783093 the 2d Plat A Co found a fresh
greve containing 1 eneny killed by artillery epprozimately 1 week old, At
approximately 1354H A Co initiated contoct vith an estimated 9-11 enemy; small
arms fire was exchanged as were gren:des, resulting in 1 US KIA snd 2 US WIA,
Vhile :soving from the landing zore in the same vicinity 2d Plat A Co engaged 1
eneny with s~all arns, Theresult wes 1 enemy KIA., 2d Plat D Co spotted 4
individualsat B8773182, and artillery vss employed, 1st Plat D Co swept the
area and captured 1 enemy wearing US ‘atigues, that had been wounded by artillery.
At 1732H the POW died resulting in 1 enemy KIA,

On 18 Nov, A Co continued to search aroce of contact of previous day.
At BS783097 they engsged 1 individual resulting in 1 KIA, At BS782099 enemy
initiated srell =rms fire, Smz2ll arms fire was ex hangs with negative
friendly cesualties «nd unknown enemy losses. nRecon Flat while conducting
intensbéve Ivy patrolling in the vicinity of BS753070 sighted 3 VC/NVA, however,
while woving toward the enemy loc:ticn darkness fell.

Becamber

On 2 Dec 65, +the Recon Plat at BS744168, found the re-ains of 6 individuals
spproxi-etely 1 rmonth old. The re~ains wer: evidenc of the 29 Cct 69 contast
D Co had in the irrediate area., Extensive 4.2" mortar fire hss been e-ployed
vith very significint results. A SRP from C Co at BS749087 found 1 KIA NVA in
2 ha mock that appeared to have b en dead for approxirately 6 months, Recon
Plat at B3702094 on 9 Dec while checking out = trall :nd a rice fie'd , engrged
2 VO/NVA st a dist nce of 40 meters, killing one., At BS703092 they engeged
enother eneny with negstive resultas, ‘

On 10 Déc, the Recon Pl:t vicinity BS 707099 enguged 1 VC/HVA at 75 meters
with small arms, o seerch of the area produced nepative results.



On 14 Dec, A& Co at B3787106 recieved 2 burats of autowatic werpone fire
resulting in 1 US WIA, Small urms fire was returned and artillery erployed.
A sweep of the nrea produce? negative resulis,

"hird Plat C Co engaged 1 individual on 18 Dec =t approxim:tely 150
meters, vicinity BS677208, A sweep of the aree produced 2 NVA rucksscks ~ith
bullet holes in them, :

Cn 20 Dec, 3rd Plat C.Co.engeged? indluiduels in the vicinity of B3719218
rasulting in 1 KIA.

On 22 Dec, 2 Flet B Co while conducting an Ivy petrol in the vicirnity of
BS770209 engaged 1 individusl with szall errs., The individusl fled in an
unknown direction but was b lieved tc have been wounded, 2d Plat C Co whilw
Ivy patrolling vicinity BS667213 observed 5 individuals ct approximately 500
Leters, They were engaged with 4.2" mort rs, gunships and srell arrs resulting
in 2 enemy KIA, 1 CIA and 1 AK-47 CIA, :

On 23 Dec, vicinity of B5762212 the 2d Plat of B Co wiile conducting
intensive Ivy patrolling alomg ¢ recently used pa'h, iniated contoct with an
unknown size enemy @lement resulting in 4 enemy KIA, “he 2d It C Co at
BS674213 spotied 3 individual. with veapens et epproxi ately 800 rmeters. They
erployed 4.2" mortar fire, A sweep of tie erea produced 1 Chicom radio similar
to a PRC-25,

On 24 Dec, 2d Plat B Co while ehecking eres of contact, (BS764222), found
miscellanecus equipment, several bunkers, 2 fresh graves, resulting in 2 wore
enemy KIA, At BS764219 t ey received siall arrs fire «nd 1 B4O rocket resulting
in 3 US WIA a d1 US KIA., The enesy BAO runner vas KIA, A further search and
dewelop-ent of ihe area was d-layed due to the Christimae Cease Fire period. One
light machine gun CIA,

A Co cn 26 Dec while checking &« s:all bunker complex in the vicinity of 756223
engaged and ¢rptured & wounded enemy soldier.

On 27 Dec 69, 1st Plut C Co gt 675215 cpotred 6 VO in the open near the
river at that locstion., Small arus fire wes erpleyved -nd 7 mere came into the
open. 4.2" mortars were e ployed resuliing in 2 jossible KIA Third Pl t
D Co at 701220 while checking frest signs ens ged 4 individuals, believed 2
male und 2 femule, resulting in 1 enewy KIi.

18t Plat C Co on 29 Ded 69, at BS674°07, found a fres: grave estimated to
be 1 day old.  The individual hsd been killed by vwchlne g fire, It ie
belleved the individusl weas killed “urins the contact of 27 Dec,

On 31Dec 69, a sqd size asbush from 24 P1 ¢ B (o at coordin tes 728148
detected the move ent of persons 20-30 ~eters cut, A“rbush was sprung employing
fragnentation grencdes, M=16 and M=79, Auto - tic wespons firé vas directed
at the a bush with negative friendly cisu-lties. Fneny losses unknown,

Jenuar;”

a1 Jan 70, # sqd size element isa defanslve ambush in the vieinity if
BS682207 while returaing to treir Patrol Bese, surprised «nd detained 1 enemy
who appeared to be cbserving the company perimeter.

On 2 Jan, he 1/12 Inf begen operations with C Co 1/22 Inf attached, in the

northern An Lac Valley. At approxim:tely 1600H viei ity BS677199, 24 Plat
¢ Co 1/12 sighted 5-7 individu:ls in un open potato field, they we e eng %fd with
small arrs and gunships. The enemy fled to the treeline and a wweep of the
area produced 1 duffle bag =and a blood tr 1l les=din to the west. The blood
treil wes followed until lost in a rocky area; a further gearch was halted Jue to
darkness,



(n 4 Jan 70, a=1/22 was attoched to the 1/12 continuing intendive search
and destroy missions in the upper An Lao Villey. A Cc 1/12 a potrol Base,
cocrdinutes 781193 recleved at 2030H 4 rounds of &1mm mortar fire from the northe
east, Artillery and 81m: mortars were e-ployed with unknoun enesmy casualties,
There wore 6 US WIA resulting fror the enrmy attack. D Co 1/12 while conducting
intensive Ivy‘pgtrols in the vicinity of BS696238 found numercus fre:zh signs
pf ensuy activity around the bunker complex. 3«6 eneny were observed fleeing from
1 heoten and were taken under fire with smsll arms, The results were 1 enery
KIA and 1 AK=47 CIA,- There wers no friendly casualties,

Un 5 Jan 13t Plat C Co 2t the coor’in:tes 667216 sighied snd enriuged 10=15
anemy Me16 «nd mechine gun fire, approximately 600 meters away. The KEL
wag 663215 on & trail running along the An Lac River. Tnird Plat C Co 1/12
was air lifted to BS662216 :nd swept through the contact =rea, finding 7
rucksscks filled with rice, C Co 1/22 aleng with the TAC CP 1/12 =t 687243 recieved
5-6 bursts of enemy initiated ~utomatic weapons fire, and machine gun fire 10=15
xeters from the point elewent,  Mschine gun and ar 11 nrms fire wus returned with
no friendly cxsualties t ken : nd unkno-n enemy losseu,

On 6 Jan c=1/12 sweapin; the arca of eontact from previous d-y found 1 enemy
EIA, believed from ihe proviocus day and 1 ncre rucksack bringing the total to
8. C Co 1/2? and the TAC CP 1/12 while developing a raszive bunker co plex vicinity
691240, of 50=-60 fi hters 1 veek old, ensaged :nd 1 enemy soldier, with 1 AK«4?
CIA, ﬁo U8 casualties resulted,

0n 9 Jan P Co conducting intensive Ivy prirols came upon z booby trap at
B8703253. Two mine shrped charyss were found on an LZ to be comm nd detonated
upon tne entry of & helicopter, It is noted tiat though nuwerous booby traps
of the whip veriety, punji pits =nd punji stakes zlcng the trails, this wes only
tre second incident of an explosive booby trap found in the An Lao Valley area,
The other was also found by D=1/12 on 6 Jan in viecinity 691241, In that cese
a trip wire uns attached to a Chicom grencde that malfunctioned wheh tripped.
Both t'e booby traps were in the upper extreres of the An Lac 'glley near the
II Corp border. The Recon Platoom 1/12 conducting extensive Ivy patrols vicinity
677235 discovered numerous trails recently used. At 675233, 2-3 individusls were
engiged by eecon at 20 seters, res.lting in 1 enery KIA ad & blood trail
indiesting :not:ser .ounded. In vicinity 674232 e 1:urge tospital complex was
found., Complex was large enoug to accorodate 300 people. There were 25
hootches 10x15x30'. C=1/22 end TAC CP 1/1? at B3S680250 spotted 2 individuals advaneing
toward th point elevent., A Red Leg road rnner wasemployed to drive the ‘
individusls into an ambush with negative rasults,

On 10 Jen, D=1/22, viciniiy 705250, initiated smaell ur-s fire on 8 individuals.
Sporadic enemy fire was returned, negﬁ**vn Us caaual*ieé 1 A¥«47 was CIA,

At 1551H in the sa-e lceution enemy initiated smsll arms fire from a bunker,

U8 engaged with srall arms, the result wss 1 eneny KIA, More fire waes recieved
fro: enipers in otrer pesitions resulting in -nother eneny KIA, There were no

US casualties, A=1/22 cenducting Ivy patrols vicinity 735212 sited 2 sneny 25

meters out, US initicted fire and recleved Li=47 fire in return. Fed Leg was

avployed, and the areca wu: swept with neg results,

O: 11 en & Co 1/12 eonducting « RIF approxdimately 11 kiloreters to the
northerst of LZ Tape for pirposes of interdiction of avenues of spproach to
the 173d Abn Bde's pacific.tion arca of operaticn, i~ the vieinity of BS717257
Initi ted srall arms fire on 1 individusl resulting in 1 enemy WIi, CIA, At

the sere locotien D Co indticted fire on 1 individusl in a bunker, the result
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weg 1 enemy KIA, No US cusuelties resulted. ‘ .

On 12 Jen D-1/12 conducting a Bweep through & bunker complex in the ~1lcinity
711251 recieved enemy initiated fire fron 1 4rdivicfvgl in a foxhiole 30 meters
from the point element. D Co returnes = hervy volure of smell arce fire recsulting
in {1 enemy WIA, CIA, The dog hendler recieved enemy smell srms vound in the ear,

0n 13 Jen, D=1/12 closing the Potrol Base, BS720221, observed 3 enemy on
o treil 75 meters ewey, US initiated small erus fire resulting in 1 enery FIA
with 3 rucksacks CIA., o US crsualiles vere teken. B Co wes extracted from Patrol
Rage BS729221 after D Co closed the locationm, A-1/22 ves extracted end retfurned
to the opersiionsl control of 1/22 IKf ns was (e 8

On 14 Jen, C Co upon extracticn from Fetrel Bare, BS69C201 recieved eneny
autometic vcapons fire from approximetely 800 reters away., ¢ Co(~-) conducted
e conbet assault to SEL end swept the sres with negetive resulte.

Cn 15 Jen 70, extracticn of the 1/12 Inf from the An Lao ¥ 1ler ww o begun
in preperetion of Camp Rrdcliff snd further to the southarn pertion of Base
trea 226, D Co 1/12 w.s extracted from Patrol Bese, B5729121 to LZ Frglish.
& Co wes extrscted from the vielnity of BS814208 to LI Enrlish,

on 16 Jan C Co and E Co 1/12 vere extracted from the vicinity of LZ Tape,
R8744130 to LZ Eni lish.

On 17 Jan B Co and the TAC CP wers extracted from 17 Tape, &s 3 In 506 Inf
101st Abn Div (zirmbl) tock over operational contrel of the An Lao Valley.

tn 21 Jan 70 srter a brief stand-down st Camp Radcliff, the "Red Werrd rs®
be sn relociiin. to BA 226 end esteblished "SR Sherids. :

€ Co was the first co to CA &nd wrs inserted at I'SB Sherida. "hey bes:n
1iradiataly 9 recenstruct “he Fire Duss and conduct loc:l security RIF, Vhen
local sccurdty wos establishe’ hock sorties followed fror Cs p Padeliff to include
all esential squipment as well as B-4/42 (p3) Artiliery alerents,

B Co was inserted next intoan L2 vicinity BR703567, They then bepan a RIF
1n their -enmersl wcea of interest. Th-y had no ai-nificant si htinge or contact.

4 Co was the next element to CA, however, pricr to inserticn the cunships
recieved g-ound to air fire in the vicinity of the LZ. Three sets of puns
expendedor *he SFL, however, jus’ prior to the insertion of the ~round troops
the flight leader rsfused to put hic ships on.the ground. As a result, A Co
wes returned to Cavp adeliff where they and D Co rerained overnight,

on 22 Jon 70 the rencining alerents were inserted into Base Area 226, and
began their intensive search 2nd dectrov cpera‘icns, Late nmorning 2/ in ’
vicinity of grid BR700571 found 4L000-6000 rounds of 7.42 am-mitlen, (Ruscian)
At grid BR70157C 2/A also found 2 bunkers, reinforced, plus 1 SK3 and 1 M-16
pifle. Late that afterncon in the same general aren the., 2fA, also found the
Bead. .of 1 individuel at approximutely A0 nmeters. Small crme fire wos initi-ted
by 2/A ith nessative results,

On 23 Jan 70, 2/A in the vieinity of BR701570 found 4 é0mm mortar rounds,
one of which had been b oby trapped with = Chicom grenade, Ln addition they
found 1 82 ~ortar round end opprorizately 100 rounds of AK=47 srmunition.

1/A in the vicinity of M6G9576 oboerved 4 VC/NV& 50 metaers to thw northeast.

They enpeged them with small srxs fire., 4 sweep of t e arer found 1 HVA steel
helret and rucksack. Alse found were 14 bunkers in what appeared to be & training
aresn., Lote rorning 3/ observed 2 individusls vicinity BRAO7572, Cunships
expended on the KPL, Hesults wers 1 VCAIVA KI0, 1 AK=47 CIA and & rucksnck

vith miscellanecus equipmen . [ Co the sare «fternoon, encountered a booby trap
vic BR734584, which exploded wounding & dog hendler ond 3 other US EM, At grid
BR734581 D Co recleved sniper fire resulting in 1 US KIA. A sweep of the SEL
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On 24 Jun 70, st 3r695468, «pypr-xi :tcky 200 meters to the north of 4 Co,
the ele:ent reported ebcut 15 rcunds if unimeun origin i pected. AL vie BR694LS5TT
k Co also found approxiretel; 40 burkers snd several fightersy tlese were all
destroyed with the assistunce of engincers. From ;rid PRG05577 to BREST577 they
found what wic believed to heve Leen & hospital cerplex with epproxinm tely 20
beds ard virious medicine bottles  :d doecumenis, Early efterncin D Co CP group
vas hit by 3 B4AO rcounds, fror an urknoun encmy loctiion wrnd cppresdiately 20
rounds ¢ AK~47 fire from the south, Artillery an’ gunships were erployed, The
gunships reported 1 secondary explosion and ob erved 1 individval seen running
into a cave complex. DBec use pf derkness D Co was unable tc exploit the urea
until the following merning, '

Un 25 Jen 70 A Co centinued to develop the previous days find, leccating
geveral additional bunkers., Area cculd possitil: luve Leld 50-60 individu ls
vwithir the past 3~4 days, In vicinity of grid PR700583 the ccrpeny found 1000
rounds of small erts ammunition, 2 RPC's =2nd 60 b) sting caps. D %c¢ continued
to work their area of interest discovering seversl iters to include 1 partially
disrantled ¢riel rocket, 15 wauter jugs, © smimal trape :nd cther riscellunecus
iters, %he lecon pl-t Iound in the vic of grid BR6B0550, 18 bunkers and spider
hol:s, They.also fc:nd 6 cont irers ‘or BR rounds and ¢ne ¢ nnist:r for a 57mm
RRO : ER
26 Jan 70, i Co contifuing their RIF operution vic PREYOS88 found 3 hectches
20 rounds ¢f 12,7 link emmunition, 300 lbs of rice ell of wlich vaz gbout 1
ronth old,

On 27 Jan 7C all elexents report finding recent enery aclivit; in esreas of
interest, * Co found z snall cave centxinirg ceverel blocdy bundsjes, used last
a-out 4 days zgo. D Co found seversl herced pecked treils a:z well as in vie
coordine teg BR727593 they found 15 bunkers all of which h:d egeen use approxi-ately
2 menths ago.

28 J:un 70, 2/B RIF observed 2 enesy arved with AK-47's vic grid DR710559,
2/B initiated s-all arms contsct and recievi.d 10 rounds of return fire, As 2/B
ronuvered, large crgaunics were enployed on the UEL, seversl seccndory explosions
were obgsedved., At coordinates BR710559 3/B and the CF mede contact with 1
individuel, They enguged with sro11 arce., A sweep of the ~ror reverled 1 ruck-
grck with seversl blood stained spois and bullet holes resuliting in 1 possitle
KIt, In the vic of RR714556, E Co 2lsc diccovered 2 k¥itchens &and 18 hootches
indic.ting f irly recent o tivity.

¢ Jo LP in the early evening obeoerve: .1 individusl noxr the defenaive vire,
Illuninattion and 81mm mortur DI's vere fired, However, a sweep of the area
the folloving orning rave:r led neg ive results,

Cn 29 Junuary 70, s RIF conducted by 3/& found 50 hcciches in the vic of
£R689565, however they hac besen previcusly, about 2 -ouths, been partlally
de:troyed., T Co lite in the a terncen was extrmcted from sn LZ viec PR708577
‘nd air 1ifted to Ce:p N.dcldff whera they becane UPCOMN to the 1/69 Armor fer
an indefinite pericd,

n 30 Jan 70, A Cc foung ¢ s.«11 tr lning cight vic cocordl ates I 6EBSTS
consistirg of 4 !ootehes end triple -oncertin ard deu’lie ayron ~ir ng hetueen
trezs s & tr: ring device. it we. astimaied 10 indi-icduuls had used the 1rea
sbout 6 renths wro, C Co in the ¢orly alterncen cecieved a CHicom groni e nt
15 ~et re fro: the peint slerent vic BROG954R. T.ree &l raceived superliciul
cuts and were extracted, The vemainder of the ele cnt closed on the KUL e ploying
frags, 1l arres and M=79 fire, Results were 1 VL KI&, und 1 B4C leuncher
an¢ Chicor grenade CIA, Five fighters were found in the ares, 21l leccated on
top of the ridge facing the trail. Agein in the late afternoon C Co took 20
rounds of sutomatic weapong fir from 250 meters due south, in addition to 2
B4O's., 1 US WIA, However, 1 AK=47 and 1 rucksack wera CIA, The 7/17 Air Cav



assisted during the contact. The Re en Platoon vic coordinates BR707 65 obaserved
2 individuals, They were engaged with 81mm mortars, but with negutive results,

A short while later Recon tripped e home made booby trap. Vhen it triggered 1
EM received a superficial eut cff the leg., "he device was eati ated to be

3-6 months old,

On 31 Jen 70, A Co in the vieinity of BR703576 found several caves in a complex
esticated to have becn used by 5 individusls 1 week age. In cne of the caves
they discoverad 18 cases of AK-47 ammunition, (600 rds per case), and 12 cases
of SKS a runition, (500 rds per case), as wellas 2 é0mm :ortsr rounds, Early
thnt afternoon A Co found an addition:1 25 smaller ceves with 10 lhe of rock
selt, »nd scattered smell arms am-unition, Also in the im ediate sres 4
graves vere founﬁ, approximetely 3-4 weeks old, The cuuse of desth covld not
be deter-ined due to deecay. At ccordinstes BR702567 5 acditionsl caves w-r  found
spproximately 72 hours old, The individu:ls were killed by the Air Cav
on 29 Jan as they worke: the ares for A Co,

g. COumilative results of 2ll units for the qusrter were: US lcz-ea 3 KIA,

24 Wik, Fdly losses: 1 K(S WIAj 2 dog handlers WIA 1 dog KIA. US inflicted
losses: 50 enemy KIA, (BC); 5 enemy possible KIA; 8 enemy CIA; 34 sr2ll nres ad
miscellaneous equipment CIA, to include Chicom "adio CIA; 2000 1bs rice CIAj
300 1bs salt CIAj misc documents also CIA,



4e (C) Trainings

s, Upnit Trainings During the reporiing periloed, all training in the field was
condusted by upit officers and NCO's 3 weapons geroing, H-79 and M-60 firing was
conducted monthly, Classes on Immediate Action Drills, imbush Patrols River Crossing;
Pakrelling and irtillery Adjustment were conducted at FSB and pPBts,

b. Sohoolst The battalion received and filled quotes to Division Schools as follows:

N —

(1) Div Combagt NCO 13 12 12
Leadership

(2) Pre Hesendo 9 4 4

(3) Saiper | 1 1 1

(4) ¥ine Swesp 2 2 2

(5) Chemfosl Refresher 7 7 7

S (G) hdaﬁw

‘@e Genersl Re-supply operation were generally good during the reporting peried.
ivailability of aircraft wap adequate with the only problem deing caused by bad
weather on several occasions,.

/ b, Supply Astivitdess

| (1) Glass It A field mess was in operstion on the battalion primary
Fire support Base during the sentirs reporting pericd, Three hot meals per day
were prepared for all elements at the Fire Support basa, with one hot meal per
day propared for all other forwrd elements at tie Battalion Trains, Total
Consumption during the reporting period vas 126,228 A.ratioms and 62,341 C-rations,

¥

(2) Class II: Utilization of Class II was increased primarily due io
mgg:d type terrain snd enemy contoct. Totsl utilisatiom during the period was
as followss

(a) Fatigues - 2000 sets

(b) Boots - 900 pr.

{(s) Ponschoes - 900 ea,

(d) Poncho liners - 600 ea,

(o) Adr Mattresses - 1400 ea.

{f) Stesl helnet with liners - 200 ea.

. (g) Rusksacks - 300 ea.

Bars’ "




(h) Underwesr - 1500 sets
(1) Towels - 1200 es,

(j) Socks - 3000 pr,

(k) Blankete - 600 ea,

(1) Axes - 50 ea.

(n) Shovels - 100 ea.

(n) ¥achetes - 200 ea.

(o) Picks ~ 50 ea.

(p) water Containers {plastis lug-a-jugs) 2000 es.
(q) Water Containers (55 gsl blivets) § ea.
{(r) Water Containers (250 gal blivats)3 ea.
(8) Insect repellant - 4,000 & ns

(%) Foot Fowdar - 2000 ocans

(3) <Class 111, During thetrejorting period the following amounts of
fuel were utilised:

(a) Hogus = 14,500 gal
(b) Idesel - Ry500 gsl

(4) GClass IV: Rewestablisuing the ppissry Fire Support Buse required
the major utiligation of Class IV items,

{a) Consertins (boot types) 52 bales

(b] Barded wire 162 ¢olls

(e} Pickets 2,00 8ft,
8,500 6 £%,
9,000 5 £%,
6,500 3 ft,

(d) Sandbags 304,000

(5) GClass V: During tie reporting period, Class V expenditures were

as fcllowsy 3,320
5, 56em Tracer
(a)

FAEIT TN A0
PONETEN Ak




n & et o o g 7
"'h 3515414 4

(o) 9,62mm Linked
(d) Oal, 45 BHell
(e) Qal, 50 Linkes
(£)  40um

Te
2
3
4o
5.

40ma Cann
40mm WSP
40mm WEP
40mm CS
40mm HE

() Svm

1
£~
3

8ima ILL
81 HE
Stum W

(h) 4.2¢

te
2,
3e

4.2% HE
Ao 2* 1LL
4aR® WP

(1) Grenzdes

L
26
3
e
5e
6,
Te
Be

Green ED frag,

Greean HD Frag, %33

Green HU Ine,
Green HD WP
Yellow Smoke
Viclet Smoke
Green Smoke
Hed dmoke

140200

1,570
4yh26
3,218

10,440
1,675
3,218

2,000
1,039
25

616
3,132
25

110



()
(k)
(1)

(m)
(n)
(0)
(p)
(@)
(»)
(s)
(%)
(u)
(v)
(w)
(x)
$2
(=)

6o Law

Claymores

Clugters Hi

1+ Red GQluster HH
2. White Cluster fH
3. Green Tluster il
White Parachute HH
Trip Flares

C-4

Bangalores

TRT

Gratering Jbg

Elect, Hlast Caps
Shape Chg 15

Shape Chg 40

H/E Blast Caps

O pal
L o

Time Fuse
Fuse PD M557
7.02 Ball Vmi) !

241
902

26

32
510

1,200
12
0
3,850

50,000

3,000

10,440

19 200

8., ‘Transportations The Battalion organic trensportation is not adequate

to move the entire elsment, Additional transportation must be obtained from DIU
for any move than one Company Organis trensportation was utilised te the wmaximun
on & daily basis to move supplies and personnsl,



6o (C) Organization
. & Generals none

bs Strength authorized :ind assigned

ﬁ#riod vere as follows,

(1)  Authorised UNIT
#:uC
Co 4
Co B
Co C

(2) Aseigned  UNIT

Co E

™ TOTAL
L

;ﬁg 299 wiisted Fgpl«cenents,

CONFIDENTIAL

OFF1CER
015

005
002

037

n%; 6. Replacements and Hotation., The
s During the same period, our losses wers,

CONFIDEN | 1me

stranghh as of the end of the reporting

W.0e
002
600
000
000
000
000
002
W0,

002

000
000

002

E.M,
147
158
158
158
158

875
EJH,
149
139
140
142
135
094
799

4GG
164
164
164
164
164
100
920
AGG
165
144
144
149
140
096
896

8

Sattalion received a total of .. offioers

6 officers



CONFIDENTIAL

B, Ussualtles:

. e
%l mk'u!n:nii“n Kik sz n!“ ﬁm KIA WIA HIA
6 1 0 & © © © & @
Go a4  KIA WIA KIA KIA WIA MIA XIa WIA MIA
1 Yy @ b - o o % O
GoB  KIA WIA WIA - KIA WIA MIA KI4 Wik NIA
e 3 o -6 8 % % 8
CoC  KIa WIA HIA KIA WIA MIA XIa Wik KL
¢ ¢ 1 g 0 © © a @0
CoD  KIA WIA WMIA KIA WIa KIA KIA WIA WMIA
6 © 0o ® 3 O * W% ®
Co B KIA WIA KIA KIA %IA MIA KIA wWIa MIA
c 5 0 © © ¢ o 23 ©

6., JMorale and perscansl services - Avards and Decoraticns

& W& ﬁg‘:. i @iﬁ wIn m ﬁﬂ ‘n iﬂ !E]i‘z & aﬁ;u &
g 21 11 29 1 12 23

(1) ¥rovotioms. Total promctions by grade during the reporting peried
were as follows:

B OB B E B B
20 @ 9 1 1 0

(2) Hest and Recuperaiicn, During.the reporting eriod the Battalion
received and used 240 RER allocaticns,

CONFIDENTIAL 1



7. (C) Others: Civie Aetion:

a. During this reporting period the "Red Warriors” 8-5 tesr in the village of
Plei Brel Dor successfully complete rany projects started in the prsvious report,

b. The most sucressful project wss the introduction of a new str in of Fice,
lhe rice project w.s an outstanding success and the inter planting ‘s heing ret
+ith enthusism by the vilisgers,

ce The wedicrl aspects of the village has grown tremendously, The village
hag sent 11 students to nursing school in Pleiku, hese students, upon

vradu tion will assist the S-5 medical personnel in the village nd allov ~ore
~EDCAPS 1o go 1o the villages arocund t am,

de  The school has Leen +the furget for ‘any projects. Playground equipment
is being gnthered :nd the builiing is being wired for lighting.4dult classes
4 night ars baiug planned,

8, Personnel fro: the loeal PI" Platoon are beilng sent té ARVK schools for
¢dditional training - nd the platcon 1s being enlerged.

fv A nevw project sturted uring this pericd is that of buying and reising

czatile for dairy purposes., Due to the cost ihis project is being planned to
cever & long pericd of time, 7The fin:l outcome will hove = marked ef ‘ect on
the nutritionul hotits of the children,

g+ The periocd 1 Neverber €9 to 37 J.nuary 1970 w°s 'nother succeszf{ul program
veriod for the S-5 team at the yillage of Plei "rel Dor. The cocperztion and

underst nding between the 5-5 team and the people of the villsge ha- reuched a

point of mutusl azgrecient in overcoming the fear ~nd superstitions against new

or different ways of doing thirngs, In f ct the villacars now lock ferward to

new ways of self-i.provemnent,

Section II (C) Lessons lesrned: Cc - ndara observation, Fv:=lustion, and
Recomend: tions,

8. Perhaps t'e one areas in v ich sf(nific:nt lasscre v :re learne! drri ¢
operction P.TNAM WILDCAT is the one area in which the "Red Warriors" excelled,

in finding and fixins the epemy, Operz*icns in the An Lzo Val ey wore

goner:1lly found to be the cst productive when corpeny size ele ents were broken
down tc squad ard platoon size, Normally, vhen -n ale~ent lerper thsn 3

platoon size element atterpted to move in the dense vegitation of the AN 1AO
eneiny contrct w 3 at its lowest, Hovever, 'en the "Red Wsrriors" rondruoted

g all short rang putrols nd platoon size RIF, maxirum results vere stteined,
Moverent was mere rapld vith s-n11 slements, = d night :-bushe- could be

zore e sily employed.

b, In the area of loglstics, ona very signific nt method of orersting vas
found in the An Lao Valley. The "Red Warriors" began resupplying the forward
elements fror FSB Tape on & 3 4 y ration cvele, Rather than atterpting to
resupply all eleswents from the "reine area =t Fnglish., This rethod wns used to
combat the unpredictable wrather in +he An Lso, It was found that by stocking



sufficient (L-I and CL-¥ at SB lape, a considerable reduction in b

alicopter flight
time could also be realized as a by~-product,

JUAN B, COTTINGHAY JR
LTC, Infantry
Cormanding
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