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With its mission to provide the troops positive and upbeat news, 
reporters from both the publications of Ivy Leaf and the Stars and Stripes 
left out a lot of details in their stories. Reporters didn’t have a choice 
though, with the result that articles were often lacking the basic 
journalistic rules of who, what, why when and how. Never-the-less they 
provided a need at the time for the grunt in the field who was hungry for 
anything resembling a news publication.

If you have a clip to donate, please scan and forward to Jim Daniels, and 
we’ll add it to our growing collection of Stars and Stripes articles.

1969 - Ivy Leaf - Stars & Stripes

Ivy Leaf and Stars & Stripes Offered a “Polished” 
Side to Red Warrior Conflicts - Casualties Rarely Mentioned

STARS & STRIPES OFFERED GRUNTS A SEMBLANCE OF CIVILITY
The above article is donated by Rick 
Dahlka, C Company, 3rd platoon.

Rick served most of his time in the field in 
the An Lao Valley, before being transferred 
to the 2nd Brigade as a driver. Note the 
spelling ofthe valley, An Loe, as compared 
to the preferred “An Lao “ valley. 

It was indeed a spooky area of operation, 
and far from the usual AO near the 
Cambodian border.

LZ Tape was the main FSB in the area. 
(See map 6738-II for the An Lao Valley 
area.
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AN LAO VALLEY

Sgt Jerry Rayala, 
C Company

1969/70

Jerry Rayala, C Company 1st Platoon 1969/70 provided the Stars and Stripes article you see above Again it deals with 
the An Loa Valley that the Red Warriors occupied from October 1969 into early 1970. Void of villages, it still showed 
evidence of a once vibrant populated area. This article was published late 1969.

Left, SP 4 Rick Dahlka of Charlie 
Company poses on his patrol 
base over looking a portion of 
the An Lao Valley. It provides a 
good view of the valley.

Red Warriors patrolled both 
sides of the river with the east
side often accessible only by 
chopper.

LONG WINDING RIVER DOMINATED THE AN LAO VALLEY
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During March of 1969 there was a 
conflict that became known at the 
battle at Ben Het. Red Warrior 
Frank Evans describes the fight in 
his Book, “Stand To…A joinery to 
Manhood”  
Thanks to Frank for submitting this 
March Stars and Stripes story.

Frank Evans, 1969

Mewal Plantation north of Ban Me Thuot 
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March 1969 -   Ben Het

Thanks to Frank Evans for 
submitting this Stars and 
Stripes story.
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BATTLE OF MAY 27, 1969

The battle involving Charlie Company on May 27, 1969 stands noteworthy in battalion history because of the death of 
Battalion Commander LTC Robert Carter. He was the highest ranking Red Warrior to die in Vietnam. It was a nasty 
intense, all-day battle, that claimed the lives of eight men and wounded 40.

The Stars and Stripes story that followed mentioned none of this. This Battle Report is available to read on our Red 
Warrior website.

Article courtesy of Sgt Jerry Rayala

LTC Robert Carter
Battalion Commander

KIA May 27, 1969

 The complete battle report is 
available on the Red Warrior 

Website.
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Spring 1969 Action

Article provided by 
Herb Taylor
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JUNE 5, 1969 DELTA BATTLE

Stars and Stripe wrote a rather neutral story 
about the world of hurt that Delta Company 
actually endured on June 5, 1969. The battle 
would cost the Lives of 11 men, but no 
mention appears in the article.

Later in the day Charlie Company flies to the 
aid of Delta from LZ Nicole. They lose a 
medic. 

Most of Charlie Company were FNG’s 
replacing men killed or wounded from the 
Company’s May 27th battle. LT Richard 
Ordndoff, acting commander of Charlie, was 
fearful of his inexperienced men entering 
battle for the first time.

The remainder of the article goes into the 
units “engineering” mode with ROME Plows 
clearing enemy bunker complexes.

The Battle report, written by Delta CO Larry 
Boyd, is viewable from the website.

Article courtesy of Sgt Jerry Rayala

LT Larry Boyd
Delta Commander
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AUGUST 14, 1969

Red Warrior Jim Daniels, 2nd Platoon of Charlie Company, added his own 
editorializing to an article that he saved about the August 14,1969 night time hit. 
“Morale dropped to an all-time low the day after” Daniels said. “A general landed 
the next day and brought in a new West Point CO. It gave the appearance that our 
old CO was being relieved due to the nighttime attack. The company was really 
pissed.”

The new CO grew on the company after a few days, but it was a real low morale 
point according to Daniels. “Timing for bringing in a new CO couldn’t have been 
worse.” He said.

Sgt Jim Daniels,
Charlie Company
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TYPICAL DAY ? 1969

Published Late 1969 or early 1970, 
this Ivy Leaf story was written while 
the battalion was working in the An 
Lao Valley area.

It’s a nice little story that does 
provide some insight into a typical 
day in the bush.

We gotta give some credit to writer 
SP4 Chuck Golan for this one.

Article courtesy of SP4
Rick Dahlka

TYPICAL 
DAY ?


